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" BASTARD 
UGLY. 
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New 12 track CD (2005) 
€10/ 8stg/ $12 postpaid 
( well concealed CASH ONLY 
- because we're bandits! ) 
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STILL AVAILABLE... "POTSHOTS" 
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SPECIAL OFFER... both CDs for €15 /12stg/S18 postpaid!!! 
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LITTLE PLASTIC TAPES presents... 
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"MY DREAMS ARE LIKE RABBITS, 
THEY BUILT A TUNNEL, FELL 
ONTO THE PAVEMENT AND DIED" 
8 track CD (2005) 


"A GUIDE IN 
TIME OF 
GREAT DANGER" 
11 tracks 
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AIlESTEL CDs €10/ 8sty / $12 postpaid ( Cash only ) 


7 inches: The Killing Spree, Betamax Format, V/A - Hardcore Vi ‘1 
Live, Your New Friend; Hero Dishonest / Mukeka DI Rato, K: 


LPs: Trencher/Esquilax, Crush My Calm, Maersk, Death se moe: Pandal, Swann. Daiger, Signal Lost, Point, Shot Cyrus, Ink & Dagger, Crestfallen, The Apollo 


Program/Short Supply 
; 


Fuck It Tapes : Gospel “Livid” , Newgenles “American Demo”, High or Die, live at CBGBs"! (4. Euro e ach es are super-limited to 100 individually numbered 


‘copies - Info: 1 
Rea . a: NG ee 
Other Tapes : SC ‘Zmones, hardlcorag, dl iras‘galiam alelkum” and P.T.V.P. #¥ r. (Sxsxs Records 3 euro) 

week rt S| 

Cis : Analena, Sergey Letov, Trencher; Loa Loa, Unison, Instora, When My Authoritles Fall, Magnetize, De Novissiinis, 22, Enfac, United Bible Studies, Arabrot, Hey Colossus, Trails, 
Estel, Herv, Northstation, Collections of Colonies of Bees, End of the)Cent irty, I Shot Cyrus, Second Agé, My Remorse)'The Death Of Anna Karina, With Love, Ann Arbor, 
FilthPact, (retards) and Bracket.Retards Bracket, Silbato, Angstzustand, Hi 7, Prague, Unconform, V/A ‘Silver Rocket”, V/A “You Got Your Orders Vol 1”.....and THEN SOME 
MORE! f | 
Dvds: Estel, Bracket. Retards Bracket 


Books: “Discography of Eastern European Punk Music” and 
“Guerrilla Radio: Rock 'n' Rol'Radlo and Serbia's Underground Resistance”. 


Zines: Loserdom, Rent This Space, Last Hours, Unfit for Consumption, Semtex. 


Rimbaud Records Releases: The Killing Spree ae Magnetize “Biome” and “Live at Lazybird”, Burn My Eye Dvd. 


Live Dvd, Hey Colossus “Hates you” (ed version of their Ip only 
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Punk rock scene, its been 2 years since my last Unfit For Consumption. Where the time has gone I simple don't know. 
Besides moving from Limerick to Cork and then Cork to Dublin I’d be hard pressed to explain why the zine has taken 
so feckin long to come out. But it has and now finally Issue 10 has landed. Issue 10 eh? Has a nice ring to it doesn’t it? 
As far as Irish zines go its an achievement. Personally I cant remember too many other zines reaching the double 
figures so I guess I got to be proud of that. But alas, all good things must come to an end. And hey, even all fairly 
average things like this have to come to and end as welll Yes, as of this moment Unfit for Consumption as a printed 
paper zine is dead. There should be an online version happening, most likely hosted by Hardcore Times 
(www.hardcoretimes.com), but it'll take a bit of time to get sorted. 


Creating and putting this zine together was an absolute Joy even when the workload was crushing me, I've been told by 
other zine writers that I'm gonna miss it when I put it to bed. I’m sure I will. Music 1s my passion. If you know me 
you'll know this. You'll know how bad I have it for music. Addicted isn’t the word. So with the impending freezing of 
my creative juices looking likely, I've been thinking about maybe doing something else. Something along the lines of 
UFC but something new. New name perhaps. New approach. If I do it, It'll definitely be downsized. I just don’t have the 
time to create this sized zine again. Maybe something a lot smaller will be the way to go, Something smaller but more 
frequent. To be honest theres a major lack of music zines in Ireland at the moment. And that's a pity as theres still a 
pile of great stuff to listen to out there. 


If fact, I'd go as far to say Ireland has probably the healthiest variety of bands its ever had right now. Since moving to 
Dublin I've been at a gig almost every week. Some weeks I've been at two or even three gigs. Don't you think all this 
activity needs to be documented and written about? So c'mon get the finger out. Don’t lose you brains to a tv set. Turn 
it off, get out and support the gigs. Get up and create your own band, your own gigs, your own zine. DIY! Check out : 
www.thumped.com (and eirecore) for starters. 


Theres been some brilliant stuff written for this zine by all the contributors over the last few years, My personal 
favourite of this issue {s housed in the music reviews section. Have a look at the Rydell review written by Jamie 
Grimes. It's the funniest shit ever. Which brings me back to the contributors. At the risk of leaving someones name 
out and enduring their wrath and name calling for the rest of my life let me just give a massive thank you to those who 
have helped out. If you've done anything to help create and distribute UFC then you'll know I’m talking to you. If 
you've bought the zine then you're also on that list. People have hauled bags of zines around to gigs all over Ireland 
and I've probably never thanked them enough for it. So thank you. You're all stars. 


Okay times up. And times now ready for someone else to pick up the torch. Any takers? Thank you and goodnight 


Trev 2006 


“HL you ain't dreaming, you re just sleeping!” 


Slike Ness / Social Distortion 
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Grimes: Hey Derek,do you mind giving a quick history of PHOENIX BODIES for the 
benefit of Irish kids who you might be new to? ‘ 
Derek: Phoenix Bodies started up about 3 years ago when Thomas moved back tolndiana 
{fom Califomia. Thomas played drums ina band called Hospital with Colin and Adam 
about a year or so before he moved to California, and when he came back to Indiana, he 
started playing musicwith Colin again. Eventually they decided they needed someone 
else in this music making venture, and their friend Carl started playing guitar with them. 
They recorded a demo that first heard when Colin and! wenton tour with Mara ‘akate in 
the winter of 2002-2003, Colin was doing some sor of weird vocals on that thing that if 
you asked him aboutit today, he'd deny any involvement. He said they were looking for 
someone to sing for them or play bass, and | said I'd do either. Colin found me to sing, and 
Carl and Thomas found this guy Ben to sing. We sort of had a weird "try-oul" where it was 
decided that we should both just be in the band. In May of 2003, Phoenix Bodies played 
lour first shows and re-recorded songs from the demo for our split with Enkephalin. We did 
a short summer tour in July after Mara'akate got back from Europe, but Ben couldn't go 
with us because he was busy with his other band, In the Face of War, so we had aguy fill 
in for him. After tourwas over we decided to replace Ben since he was busy with his other 
band, and Mara‘akate had decided to break up. That is where Adam came into play. We 
decided we wanted him to be in the band and resurrect some stuff from the Hospital days, 
Since then, Phoenix Bodies have played all over the Midwest, toured Europe, and we just 
recently went on tourin the Southeast of the US. We've donea lot of records too. Split 
7s with Raein, Shikari, Tyranny of Shaw, and The Dream is Dead have all been released 
with the current line-up of Colin, Carl, Thomas, Adam, and |. 


Grimes: So you've put out quite a few releases in a relatively short time, which is 
cool, and most of which have been splits...has this been Intentional, like, do you 
preferdoling split releases with other bands, and if so why? Also, atleast 2 of them 
have been with European bands (Shikari and Ragin), and | know you've toured 
Europe fast summer...Again, is this anintentional thing? Is itimportant to you to 
have aconnection with the HC thing in Europe as well as just the States? 

Derek: The Raein, Shikari, and Tyranny of Shaw splits were all essentially recorded atthe 
same time, so it wasn't too hard to have them all come outin a short amount of time. | 
personally really like doing splis with other bands. It's an awesome way to get fans of your 
band into other really awesome bands they have never heard of, and visa versa, Also, 
with the type of music that we play, | can' imagine anyone wanting to listen to us for more 
then Sor 10 minutesata stretch. However, right now some of the other guys in the band 
are wanting to record some sort of “full length” for this band, and | guess that is alright with 
me. 1'll probably just never listen to it all the way through. The European connection 
mainly came about from Colin and! touring Europe with Maraakate right around the time 
Phoenix Bodies started up. Raein and Shikari were bands we had come to love and 
befriend on that tour, so we had just sort of talked about doing splits with them eventually. 

| really like playing and touringin Europea whole lot more than | do in the US, so making 
connections with the European hardcore scene was really important to me. There's alot 
less frivolous bullshit going on in Europe than thereis in the US, and people are siill 
politically motivated and caring over there, whereas that's notvery commonin the US 
anymore. Most kids here just want to have cool haircuts, expensive record collections, and 
lawesome "dance" moves. It really detracts a lot from the foundations of punk and 
hardcore as an altemative to mainstream superficial lifestyles, However, the cultural gapis 
shrinking a bit due to the internet and people being able to communicate with greater 
lease. Soit seems that things are sort of getting crappy inthe DIY communities in Europe, 
while the dedicated Europeans are giving slouching Americans a well deserved kick in the 
lass. 


Grimes: There seems to be a degree of humour, or maybe sarcasm in your lyrics 
which | think makes you stand out from a lot of HC bands (the tunes on the Shikari 
split come to mindin particular), and definitely makes your point alot easier to take 
than some of the other more “preachy” bands out there. Do you think hardcore 
bands take themselves a bittoo seriously lyrically? IS it importantto you to try and 
put things across with a sense of humour? i 

Derek: No one is going to listen to you if you say the same old tired things. You really have 
to come up with something insightful and entertaining to actually provoke anyone I've 
always been a huge fan of bands like Born Against, Dead Kennedys, Crucifucks, and any 
lother bands with sly, witty lyrics. So, I've always tried my best to write in a style that is vivid 
land conjures images and ideas, rather than write wore out speeches and sermons for 
songs. | try not to be “preachy” because | hate being preached too. | also don't really feel 
that my point of views need tobe seen as absolute truths, because | realize I'm not the be- 
jall-end-all of morality and ethics. So yeah, | guess you could say that | think some bands 
take themselves too seriously. | guess you could chalk up my writing style and attitude to : 
me getting into hardcore at a time when militant hardline bands were all the rage. | couldn't 
stand their arrogant bullshit, so | tended to stray away from anything that was remotely that 
self-righteous and macho. | think it's very important for people to think for themselves and 
come up with their own ideas. That's why | just let my lyrics stand as they are, and don't 


really bother to write out long winded explanations for our 
lyrics. If my songs need explanations, | didn't write the lyrics 
well enough in the first place (which could be the case though 
because | am definitely no Sam McPheeters). 


Grimes: Speaking of which...let's talk about getting 
naked. I've seen the word “nudity” mentioned a lot in 
connection to you guys...explain! | know | read 
something about some of this coming out on a dvd at 
some stage, what's the story with that? Have you ever 
considered just actually becoming the first ever nudist 
hardcore band and just permanently playing all your 
shows with your gear off? Is this just a ploy to attract 
more girls to your shows? 

Derek: Thomas pretty much always gets naked at our shows. 
It's pretty fun. | don't really know his motivation, but my guess 
is that he just does it because it's funny, and he likes being 
naked. If girls were coming to our shows to see us get naked, 
that would be pretty awesome, but we're not the prettiest of 
dudes. I'll get naked every now and then, | just do it when it's 
really hot, because | don't want to sweat all over my clothes. 
Although there have definitely been times where I've just 
thrown my clothes off to deal with annoying or boring crowds. 
It's pretty easy to get a rise out of someone when you try to 
put your shorts over their head. | think we're on 3 DVD 
compilations coming out. They are from Dude Fest, 
Summersiam Fest, and one is a compilation of bands from 
Indiana. 


Grimes: You have 5 words to describe your band to someone who's never heard you 
- what would those 5 words be? 
Derek: | only need 3. Punk Fucking Mayhem 


Grimes: Okay, so what's the plan...can we expect a full length? Some more splits? 
More nudity even? Is there anything you want to achieve as a band that you haven't 
jet? 
Berek We're allegedly coming to Europe if we can round up enough money for plane 
tickets. We're also doing splits with Hewhocorrupts and Usurp Synapse, and possibly a full 
length of sorts. | really wantto tour in Japan before we call it quits wilh this band, and 
Colin and Cari really want to put out a full length. I'd also really like to do a full tour of 
North America, and travel anywhere else that I've not had the opportunity to see, but who 
knows if that will happen 


Grimes: Thanks for the answers, any last words or comments you want to leave 
people with, and if folks want to contact you, how can they do it? 

Derek: Thanks for reading all of this stuff. Everyone should check out these awesome 
bands if they haven't already: The Dream is Dead, Takaru, Hewhocorrupts, La Quiete, 
Raein, Daitro, Torche, Shitstorm, Shikari, Yage, Perth Express, Snowblood, Gospel, 
Meneguar, Rapider Than Horsepower, Angelville, Breather Resist, Coliseum, Black Arrows 
of Filth and Impurity, Holy Bible, You Will Die, and more, and more and more. You can get 
in touch with us at: www.phoenixbodies.com. There are pictures, music, tour dates, and e- 
mail addresses 


J:How and when did Wreck of the Hesperus come about? Where did the 
name come from? And vhy are you so miserable? 
ANDY: WOTH began in January or February 2004. Raymongo and Count 
Rodgesaurus Rex decided they wanted to create some manky, horrible 
Metal (with a capital 'm'). I knew The Count through Sound Cellar 
and as he worked there he knew the kind of stuff I was into and 
asked me if I wanted to jam. Thus WOTH was stillborn and we 
ed to raise the levels of mould to new heights (lows...) The 
girlfriend came up with the name, its taken from a poem by 
some guy whose name escapes me. Its not a typical Doom name but we 
like it and if you read the poem it adds another level of 
mankiness... Yes, the poem is THAT bad! I'm miserable because I was 
lested by crows and badgers in a very traumatic episode which I 
nt go into now but will probably be worked through in a very 
n-esque way over the course of the next few releases... 


J: With your second demo in less than a year out now, can you give 
us a bit of a run down on the second demo: what can we expect — 
more mank? More misery? More spelling mistakes on the cover? And 
hay with the first one? 
Rottiecnewiecteiee aia called "Eulogy for the Sewer Dwellers' and 
will contain either three or four songs, depending on wi ether we 
can get the last one together as its a bit skeletal pe ents stage. 
You can expect lots more mank on the new one. The groovy eleme 
have been more or less extracted on the new one and the pace t 
slowed right down. As for spelling mistakes? nee we aus see. 
have been going back to basics and learning the alphabet and 
getting a few basic lessons in general literacy skills so hopefully 
we can rectify that. We are still really happy with the| test 
although it turned out a bit faster than we initially a enced, 
however the response to it has been great. We were quite Surprised 
how nuch people liked it, what did we do wrong? 


J: You've started playing live more finally, any particular reason 
why it took so long for you to gig? How have the shows gone down? 
And how was it opening for the legendary VENUSIAN DEATH CELL? 

IA: It took ages to start gigging due to gigs falling through and 
just generally being a bit lazy, but thats changed now. Playing 
with VDC was an experience. Just as well we were on before them 
because there is no way we could have followed the mayhem created 
by those two demented legends of steel. We have played with with 
Coldwar and Carnival Creation and it went well. A few bum notes but 
that adds to the horribleness. The crowd clapped, what more do you 
want?! We have also played with Thee Plague of Gentlemen and 
Officium Triste. 


J: You seem like a pretty prolific bunch - in addition to the two 
demos you were saying you want to do some vinyl and compilation 
tapes at some point. Is it important to you to be active on the 
release front, or is it just that you constantly have so many new 
songs that you feel you need to keep on top of it? 
IA: wouldn't exactly say we are prolific. We certainly don't rush 
ourselves but we just had a few songs ready to go and thought 
there is no point sitting on them and getting bored of them. Get 
them recorded and get on to the ni adventure. We have a song 
coming out on the Church of the Holy Blood compilation in the 
summer. This is the second instalment, the last one being Church of 
the Flagellation which featured Bunkur, Stabat Mater, The Sad Sun 
and Malasangre, and was released by John McGartle through his new 
extreme Doom label catacomb Music. It's lovely stuff altogether, 
really happy and cheerful all the way...We have another song coming 
out on a comp by Totalrust Music from Israel which will be Doomy 
too. 


J: How can people contact you or get your stuff? Any last words? 
JA: Cheers for the interview, the first WOTH interview ever in 
fact! Wow, you can tell your grandchildren that you did the first 
MOTH interview as you bring them in to see us in the Wax Museum. 
‘Terminal Dirge’ is all gone at this stage but we might do another 
tun of it. Anyone interested in contacting us should go out to a 
graveyard on a full moon and say ten Hail Mary's backwards while 
dipping their genitalia in pigs blood. If you don't have any pigs 
blood handy you could always be very outrageous and email us at 
wothseperus@yahoo.co.uk We should have a website up sometime in the 
future (is that vague enough?) at www.wreckofthehesperus.net. Oh 
yeah, you can download the whole first demo at www. final- 
experiment .net/wreck, so there. Keep it mouldy! 


THE DEAD HATE THE LIVING 


i }Hlow-did—The-DEAD-HATE-THE-LIVING—come—together?—And-where—did—the 
name—come—from? 

BRIAN: 1 actually just wrote all this out for the bio on our web site... However, | will go ahead and 
give you a shortened version: We started up around july 2002 after Carter (drummer) and my old ba 
nd youth empowerment project disbanded. We wanted to carry on in the fashion of that band, but ad 
da more metal tinge to it, He and I played around for a couple of months hammering out some so! 
sand then we asked Brandon to play bass. A short bit after that we recruited Tonya, who used to sin 
g with me in our old band goat semen baptism, to do vocals, We also used to have a second singer, 
who joined shortly after Tonya, Mike English, who joined up soon after his old band one nation und 
er broke up. He left the band due to personal conflicts. We have also have gone through three differe 
nt second guitarists until finally setiling with Mathew. As for the name, carter picked it up from an o 
Id horror film "the dead hate the living." IT is actually a fairly popular film, but it isn't really that go 
lod haha. We just sort of thought the name was pretty crucial, 
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hit, this is a really tough one, I have been trying to come up with an answer to this for a1 
long time. The best that I have come up with is crusty thrash metal with melodie parts and lots of sp 
eed picking. We've been labelled about every genre out there in various reviews and such, Idon't re 
ally think anyone has quite found a solid answer for that question. 


3)-Go—E-know-you've—put—out—a—ed;—a—}_and-you-re—new-working-on—a 
£ull—length:—How-is—the-album-coming—along?-And—who-will—be—putting 


fhe album is coming along quite nicely, We have all of the songs written, we are just ham 
mering out the kinks. We are also still working on lyrics. We go down to savannah Georgia to reco 
rd june 12th, The record is coming out on cd ard Ip through hyperrealist. 


4)-Youtve—toured—a-—couple—of—timea—-what—have—been—the- -werset—and 
best—experience-you!ve—had-—on—tour—-was—it—hard—as—a—new-band-to 
lget—a—tour—organised-at—firet? 

BRIAN: Well, the first tour was definitely the hardest to book. We had just finished up our first cd a 
nd no one had heard of us, We busted our asses booking that tour and it turned out to be pretty good. 
We were fortunate enough to play with a lot of big bands while in our older bands that we had eno 
ugh “connections” to pull it all off. The second tour was quite a bit easier to book, We knew what ci 
ties were hit, and which ones were miss for us. It keeps getting easier and easier and the tours almost 
book themselves these days. As for memorable moments from those tours. Two cities that we have 


always had a blast in are Pittsburgh and Asheville NC. The kids there always go nuts no matter what 
- As for kind of a low point, on our last tour we had gotten on a show in Tampa FL pretty last minut 
© and had to drive 13 hours to get there to play for less than 20 people and got no gas money, then w 
¢ had to drive another 11 hours the next day to get to our next show. It ended up costing us like 250 
bucks and made us a bit crazy. 


5)What+e—the-pian—for_the-nent—year? 

BRIAN: 1 don't really know what is going on next year. We are putting out this full length, then goi 
ng on a full US tour in late summer, After that I think we are going to chill out a bit and sort of rela 
x for afew months. Then I am sure we will probably head out for tour again... Maybe even go over 
seas? www.thedeadhatetheliving.com ‘ 


RED RuGtIT HAND 


In the Red Right Hand corner - Peter Dandy! In the UFC comer, our man of steel - Jamie/Grimes! 
Remember — no biting , no gouging. Let battle commence! 


QI) Peet! How are you! RRH seem to have been around for ages in one form or another, but seems to 
have had more line up related dramas than a year's worth of "The Bill"... [ believe you started in the 
mid 90s, then stopped for a bit and then got back together.. Why did you decide to get back together, 
and how does RRH now differ from RRH in the days of "Dudgeon".. and WHY THE FUCK HAS IT 
TAKEN YOU SO LONG TO RECORD!!!!727 


Al) Alright jamie fella, I'm not too bad at all thanks very much. RRH have been together 
another since about mid 98 if memory serves. We started as a six piece with the idea of combining slow & 
heavy with a sprinkling of weirdness. So at first we had Ben in, playing synth guitar which had like 900 
different noises so we could have grand pianos & spooky circus music in the songs. however the line up 
changed down to a four piece with Paul (a.k.a Frodo from CHARGER) on drums & we concentrated on the 
slower & the heavier aspects of what we wanted to do. However yet again Tom (CHARGER bass player) at 
the time moved away & Paul (the wizard, guitar) was going'te the US to study for a year. So we had a year 
us d& when Paul came back we had recruited Paul (Rauschen) from leeds to play bass & this is the line up 
that has recorded the cd. The reason it took so long foritis to getlin studio is just down to trying to get 
everything running straight as the wizard was still trying to straightén everything back here & in the US out 
for awhile. We ended up recording the cd something like nine months later than we had planned, so many 
thanks too Rafi for his patience. ie 


Q2) Your album has a very long title. What om earth is that about? How did you get hooked up with, 
Dry Run? How would you describe the albuin tasomeone who's never heard you before? 
ae 8 ae 


A2) The title was going to be “THEY SANG & CHANTED & RAISED THEIR HANDS SKYWARDS, 
AND THEN THE HUDDLED MASSES SET/THEMSELVES ALIGHT", but I think it has now been 
shortened somewhat, still the singing &‘Chanting & setting alight but a little shorter. It's actually based on a 
newspaper headline from about a year ago which just seemed to stick in my head, it just sums up the futility 
of human & the absolute idiocy of'a faith based conscienee, although some people will probably just think 
we are a cheap version of GODSPEED YOU BLACK EMPEROR. We got together with Dry Run due to us 
playing a gig with PALE HORSE in Manchester & I already knew Rafi as NARCOSIS had done a week 
long tour with PALE HORSE $0 it was a chance to show how slow we can go. Immediately after the gig, 
Rafi asked wether we would be interested in recording with Dry Run. Considering all the waiting round he 
had to put up with while we got everything together we couldn't have asked for more support, so we can't 
thank Rafi enough & the fact he's a top guy as well just makes it all the more pleasant to release something 
on his label 


Q3) Your stuff seems to he all about creating a really bleak atmosphere, so whit 
ids do to create the right mood for such a horrible listen? How do audiences reac 


Pte 
A3) This slow stuff is meant to be as bleak as possible, look at the SWANS it’s all about pound 
submission with heavy as fuck almost tribal drumming & backed up by huge slabs of Goncret# 
overall result is just overwhelming & this is what we wanted to try & eapture not to be ‘iat 
heavy band which seem to be springing up all over the place but something that leaves people Won 
what the hell is going on, I don't know if we achieve this or not but from our point of view it dags 
bitter aftertaste & hopefully confuses & scares people. Bear in mind we only have about 3)ni 
minute song so we are not looking for technical merit but with each song we want peopleta feel lea 
feel the enormity of it all, hopefully we do this & hopefully it's convincing enough for people t 
are not just going slow for the sake of it. Recently when we have played after we have played there hig) 
very little applause & this is either because people are just like "What the fuck?” onthey think it compl 
shit either way at least they are thinking about it. We don't want to be just a middle of the road pig 
band *} 


Q4)L have to ask about the name, whether you like it or not. Is it from the Book or the Nick Cave 
tune? And in the latter case have you ever had people turn up fo see you expecting some sort of tribute 
to the Aussie crooner? Can we expect a duet with Kylie Minogue? Please? 


Ad) HA HA, no the name does indeed come from the NICK CAVE song & not the "good" book. Paul (the 
wizard) actually came up with the name so I couldn't tell you why that name specifically although I am a big 
NICK CAVE fan so I don't mind either way, Do you think Kylie would go for some suicide inducing drone 
duet with me? Although we would have to get her screaming her tiny little aussie heart out, & it would be 
pretty funny hearing her sing our lyrics! We could do a split were we cover I SHOULD BE SO LUCKY & 
she could cover THE ANGEL OF SILENCE. 


Q5)I know some of you are in other bands (narcosis, Like a kind of matador, etc)..and 1 could be 
wrong but don't you all live in different places? is it difficult to get things done when people are all 
over the place? What makes you want to continue doing it? 


AS) It is true, yes. Ido NARCOSIS, Frodo plays drums for CHARGER & Rauschen plays guitar for LIKE 
A KIND OF MATADOR, so it is pretty hectic trying to yet everyone together at any one time, but 3 of us 
live in pretty much the same area of Liverpool so it is a lot easier getting together than it used to be I all just 
depends on who is playing with other bands at weekends & so now we try & yet Rauschen up from Leeds 
every couple of weeks or whenever we can. Hopefully with the cd coming out in the next couple of months 
we can start playing gigs ona slightly more regular basis 


Q6) Right, that’s all, Any last words? How can people contact you? And do you reckon Irish kids will 
be on the receiving end of some RRI live action at any point? 


AG) jamie, we can't thank you enough for taking time off from baby feeding duty to let us waste your spa 

cheers mate. Hopefully this year we will be touring a bit more as I have said, so yeah, you might see us after 
all, Anyone who wants to contact us should probably get in touch with Dry Run (www dryrun net) as we still 
haven't’ set. ©—up,—sour_—website yet, but’ = soon. my _—pretties, soon! 


TEN PAST SEVEN 
"Shut up your face' - OOAL0006 


TINASTS 


ert 
Waiting Room 
Catering for headphones 


Eur live ex ces come close ing Ten Past Seven in full There are riffs aplenty here, played with such ease 
flight. Ten ; hing ou mre ella that they are a pleasure to listen (and jump 

jams than ast inajo! of their peers... first ' . 
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mi bandied - 


Start: 
"Tell me a bit about yourself” 


‘When I looked in the mirror this 
morning thinking “oh well at least 


you waited 28 years before you 
broke down and reached for the 
suit and tle’ I swear for one 
second It was Patrick Bateman 
Joking back at me and all I could 
think about was how you might 
ask me where I see myself in 5 
‘years time and how the me in the 
mirror might reply Instead of the 
me here Inthe room here now and tell you how in § years time [ see myself 
ina hotel room your company pald for carving my initials in to the base of 
tthe spine of a dead prostitute with an ice pick and laughing to myself about. 
how funny it would be to cut off her head and leave it Inthe minibar with a 
Post-it stuck to her eye saying “I quit’ and the using my the rest of my 
expense account to fly away and start a new life somewhere running guns 1 
obtained with funds I embezzled from your accounts and I'm kind of 
nervous talking to you in here alone right now because you're staring me 
straight inthe eye and you can probably see him behind my face grinning 
‘out at you from my pupils which is why I'm looking at the ceiling and the 
‘walls and your feet and not your face because | imagine you've met people 
Like mo before and you know everything about me from the shade of the 
specks of grey in my eyes and are simultaneously trying not to laugh at me 
‘while trying to remember if the panic button onthe underside of the desk is 
at your left hand or right hand. 


“Tell me what you know about what we do” 


this room Is twice the size of my flat and is probably costing you half of 
‘what I pay and this big window over here and that big mirror over there are 
‘confusing me and making me (cel like maybe I'm on a film set just you and 
me here being secretly filmed and I can't work out if it's the kind of film 
where you're going to let down your halr and open your blouse and we'll end 
up fucking against the desk or the kind of film where I start telling you 
about my family and as I do and you sit there saying "oh how lovely” and 
listening sincerely to me tell you about how rough the past few months have 
been but an aeroplane is going to suddenly crash through the side of the 
building Killing us both and exploding the entire structure in a voleano of 
Gass and metal and concrete. 


“What qualities would you bring toour team?” 


Thave a spine shaped like a stairway from being second best my entire life 
and my complete and utter lack of self esteem will be an asset to all around 
me because they will always have me to use as a stepping stone and to laugh 
at and having someone to laugh at like that will always be a necessity 
around the office so they can feel better about themselves and their lives 
and because I'm sort of gullible and sort ofa coward and unable to stand up 
for myself I will occasionally come up with some small idea or innovation 
that when I mention it will be appropriated by someone else who will be 
promoted as a result of my Inability to prove I had the idea initfally and I 
wil instead sit at my desk gazing almlessly at some letter opener or stapler 
for a while before I sneak out to the bathroom as you open bottles of 
champagne at the end of work that Friday to celebrate the promotion 
someone else got by taking advantage of me and as! sit there in the cubicle 
driving the semi blunt knife acess my arm slowly and methodically or 
press the staples into my thighs and tell my self it's okay and next time 
they'll know {t was you and maybe you might get a pat on the back or they 
might treat you like a human being instead of laughing at your lack of social 
skills or chronic nervousness in the canteen and atthe water cooler. 


"One last question: why do you want to work here?” 


With so many hundreds of people employed in this building passing from 
corridor to department to office to conference room to mail room I'm sure 
one day when I turn up to work and pull a pistol out and begin picking off 
random people in the hall on the fourth floor it will be a while before 
security find me and I'm sure with the heavy turnover of staff you'll have 
no problem replacing all those dead bodies who will after all be a few less 
Christmas bonuses you will have to pay out and with a building this high up 
Tmean it must be what 20 or 30 storeys I'm pretty sure the shock will kill 
me before I hit the ground when I finally cave in and throw myself fromthe 
roof. 


Middle: 


I Just got done reading the book “Choosing Death”, which for those who 
don't know is a pretty good account of the early days of the Death Metal 
scene, a scene that's dear to my heart in ways that punk rock and hardcore 
will never be. First DIY gig I ever put on was a death metal gig in Waterford 
when I was 16.First fanzines I ever read were death metal ones. Up until 
the age of 17 or 18 [hadno idea there was a DIY/Hardcore thing going on, 
bar a few bands, and it was death metal and grindcore that introduced me 
to the idea of a whole musical world that was self sufficient, free from the 
‘music industry’, and based on trust and respect. ‘The book, while not the 
most thorough (I mean how you could write a book about Death Metal and 
not mention Nunslaughter, Necrophagia, Cryptic Slaughter, Insanity or 
Necrovore , or go beyond one or two lines on Autopsy, Celtic Frost, 
Slaughter, or Deceased {s beyond me), t does an amazing job of putting 
across the enthusiasm and wonder of what it was like to discover the scene, 
There's a bit where Shane Embury of NapalmDeath talks about trading 


tapes with people he found in the “Pen Bangers” section of “Metal Forves 
magazine, getting tape lists and spending literally days in front of the 
stereo copying obscurities for people that literally choked me up. That was 
my life when I was a teenager, Sure, punk came along and we hid a 
‘whirlwind romance, but death metal was always my first love, and always 
‘will be. I've been listening back to lota of old gems from my tape trading 
days lately - Putrifact, Thy Grief Eternal (or Electric Wizird as you might 
Icnow them now), Punebre, Camage, Dr Shrinker and all those other 
amazing, groundbreaking bands, and checking out newer bands who've been 
breathing new life into the genre again, taling It back from the sterile 
factory line “brutality” and professionalism that the likes of Suffocation 
and Cannibal Corpse introduced. Take a bow Repugnant, Kaamos, 
Necrovation, Infamy, Crucifire, Funebrarum..1 could go on. Anyhow, when I 
got into punk/he [ got a lot of grief for listening to this stuff, and for 
Ustening to metal in general. Prom the same people who a couple of years 
later are slobbering over At The Gates, Slayer, Sepultura and Thin Fucking 
Lizzy no less. To whom It concems, fuck you See the thing I'll take about 
DM over punk any day is Its sincerity. Its music played purely for the love 
‘of music. Not to put across people's politica. Sure, the lyrics and imagery 
are occasionally cringe worthy (hands up Bitch Infection ¢ al), but crude as 
itis at times, I'l face that over people who think because they play music 
their opinions are automatically Important enough for me to have to read 
about them. Death Metal is played with tongue firmly in cheek. 


‘And one man who realised this was John Ped. He wrote the foreword that 
begins ‘Choosing Death" just belore he died. This sixty scmething year old 
man saw the joy and enthusiasm in death metal and grindcore. And in 
Hardeore punk, hip hop, electronic music, and pretty much any other sound 
T've ever come to love for whatever reason over the years, ‘The first time | 
ever heard his show [ was 11 or 12 years of ago, I was staying with an 
uncle and aunt in England, and I turned on the radio to hear the most 
horrific, fucking terrifying noise I'd ever heard in my life. It was aband 
called the Happy Flowers, who sounded lke nothing on earth. | sat 
transfixed for the reat of the show that nightas I did for as many nights as 
Ipossibly could until I moved back to Dublin again 3 or 4 years ago, leaving 
the freakishly perfect reception for BBC Radio One that my stero in 
Waterford afforded me behind. The last thing I ever heard him play was a 
Melt Banana peel session, which taped ike Itaped many of his shows over 
the years. had a box of Peel shows on tape from the early 90s that I lost 
when my ma moved house, and on them was everything from the raging 
grind of Gibbed and Darth Vader's Church, totwee indie like Happy Families 
, Cud and Arson Garden Fuck, I frst heard “Smells Like Teen Spirit” on Peel 
before “Nevermind? came out in amongst all that waiting to hear 
Darkthrone or Bastard Kestrel or whatever else he might play. I didn’ 
necessarily like everything Peel played, but I listened to him religicusly. 
And I will miss him terribly, likea family menber. 


‘Thank you Mr Peel, You taught me more about music, and about growing 
older without getting old than anyone ever has or ever will. 


——— 


Bnd: And while wo're at it, thank you very mich Mister Meehan. t's been a 
pleasure. | won't know what todo with myself without allthese deadlines to 
isa. To those of you who've read my stuff over the last while, cheers. If 
‘you've learned nothing else from me, lear this: Scenes are for fucking 
Idiots, Music Is music. Hear it Peol it. Dor't fucking think about who's 
making it or what they're making It for, Just enjoy it. Now I've talked to a 
fucking heap of people over the noxt few pages, for fuck's sake have the 
decency to at least give them a chance. That's what this is about righ? My 
work here is done. The Black Gate, as Tomas Lindberg would say, is closed. 


SNe 


SOUND: Disgorge / Anthony and the Johnscns / DeNovissimiss / Moss / 
Penance / Machetazo / Cold Sweat / Black Lung / Bjork / Atavist / 
Clandestine Blaze / Army of Flying Robsts / Jimmy Ruffin / Jesu/ Furzo/ 
Zutons / Kaamos / Impaled / Dream Death / Arab on Radar / Black Lung 
/ Labradford / Dirtbombs / Detroit Cobras / Bola / Sunn0)))/ Systematic 
Death / Depeche Mode / Blvis Costello / Cabaret Voltaire / Residents / 
Candi Staton / Sadistic Intent / Sleeper Cell/ Uzi Suiclde / Haram / 
High on Crime / Young People / Sleepytine Gorilla Museum / lots and 
lots of Northern Soul 


T remember the first 
protest march | went 
to unaccompanied. It 
mut have been in 
1983 and was a ‘Stop 
Animal Experiments’ 
march. I had been 
writing to some 
people from Belfast 
who did a fanzine 
called Anxious, They 
were Involved in the 
Belfast Youth and 
Community Group 
and were getting 
‘their own building todo stuff up there. I was very impressed and started 
dreaming about Dublin having something similar, That dream continues 
and has had various stages of input and activity. The current stage seems 
to be very progressive with quite a number of people investigating the 
possibility against huge financial restrictions. 


Previous to this one protest [ had tagged along with my brothers to ones 
about human rights in the North - there was a couple of peace ones in there 
too but all were introduced by a sibling saying “ma! niall's not tagging along 


again...>" I have vivid memories of my Father talking about the march t! 
changed nothing. He was part of an entourage he says was 1 million | 
histery has down as 100,000 who were protesting about the rate of 1 
they had to pay, He went along, complained, and P.AY.B workers are 0: 
now (28 years on) starting topay less tax. 


Anyway the protest. A mint bus of people came down from Belfast for It a 
my stomach was full of butterflies. It was nervous anticipation - a char 
to rilse my voise and a chance to meet some real people - not fr 
DONNYCARNEY, Anyway the bus arrived and the protestors arriv 
Unfortunately the Belfast contingent outnumbered everyone else a 
approx 30 people marched down O Connell Street. I remember seeing 
Aunt on the path with a look of puzzlement on her face, And then I knev 
was about to be exposed. I shouldn't have turned my jeans up to the to 
my boot runners....Caught.... 80 here we were all 30 voices for the anima 
most of us embarrassed by a number of things - namely the fact that th: 
was more people speaking out who were based in Belfast than Dublin. 
caught a bug and from that there seemed to be a different issue every we 
Workers from Dunnes were on strike in protest at being asked to han 
foodfrom South Africa. The Irish Anti-Apartheld Movement had a lot to ¢ 
on that issue. People were falsely imprisoned in the UK for crimes agais 
the state. The Birmingham 6, Guildford 4, Winchester 3 were all issues 
rage against. Ronnle Reagan came to Ireland and people were 1 
impressed by American Foreign Policy. Protestors outnumbered greete 
My Dad called us the Saturday afternoon gang, we would head into Dub 
City and join whatever protest was on the go. I started to eat politi 
meeings. WSM, SWM, SINN FEIN, AMNESTY, MILITANT and Commun 
Party meetings were all attended. All the petitions were signed ant 
started to believe the world could be changed. A re-oocurring tople appeat 
at all the meetings. There always seemed to be someone from Spartacist 
WSM complaining about tactics, Instead of focussing on the issue it beca 
a rally about how to deal with the issues and all impetus was lost. Vi 
little has changed I suppose only there now seems to be more branches 
the tres of the left. 


I was reminded of that lonely march recently when | attended an ants 
culling demo outside the Canada Embassy, The Canadian government + 
sanctioning the murder of millions of seals which are close to extinction 
ensure that fish reserves are in place for human consumption. They ¢ 
being clubbed todeath in many instances. There were approx 20 people 
the protest (organised by ARAN ~ Animal Rights Activist Network) and{ 
main instigator was so positive as he shouted proudly ‘Club Sandwiches, 1 
Seals’. [ wantedthe ground to open up and for the first time since her dec 
a few years I did not particularly want to see my Aunt across the rc 
overlooking proceedings, Nodoubt she’s looking on from somewhere havi 
a laugh. A short while after! was outside the Immigration Control Beure 
protesting about the deportation of so called illegal immigrants into Irela 
T was on my lunch break from work and ambled up to the protest hoping! 
picture would not be taken I saw a t.v. camera and nearly ran int 
opposite direction. 


I've found it a pretty draining last couple of years. Maybe that's wl 
happens when Kids come along, You can spend so much timo battling w 
your children to do certain things (like get dressed, eat decent food 
‘that the time for battling the real enemy gets diluted. I've been on to! 
local public representatives many times recently about issues like the ¥ 
on Iraq, bin tax belng Imposed on citizens and the aforementioned fort 
deportations and animal rights issues but I'll admit it's getting hard 
Recently I've bycome more active in my trade union and it feels like | 
fighting far too much. I'm tired, ya know. 


‘And why should I be? - in all the time since those early protest days pler 
hhas changed. 


‘Animal Experiments are not widely accepted as necessary for Cosme 
products. The Birmingham six were freed alongside the Guildford 4 - Ani 
Maguire was declared Innocent after serving her time. The miners m 
hare lost but Welson Mandela was freed and became president of Sot 
‘Africa, Peoplo are more likely to recycle and there is a growing acceptat 
that our throwaway culture is wrong. There's far too many defeats to | 
here - wars are still being raged, world poverty and hunger hasn't be 
eliminated. I may be tired today but no matter what, whilst there's still | 
in me | hope to be raising my voice. dust don't ask me to shout ‘cl 
sandwiches not seals’! 


3 yk S| 
B/2%m, GRAHAB LYACH 
ie hth ABS ATP - Weekend One : Friday 

: Got up early. Too early. Got on t 
plane. Arrived in England. Got 

the train. Missed our stop. ( 
another couple of trains, Arrived 
ATP finally. Cold (its snowing 

Christs sake), damp and desola 
and that's just the chalets. Pick 
up some necessities ie alcohol (: 
that's it actually). Head to t 
venues. Not much going on ba 
‘wise, Deerhoof are quite good. Well they have good parts in bad songs, E 
Wizard are only popular cause they have no commercial success. As soon 
NME say these guys are the future of rock, the cool bubble will burst arou 
them and hopefully they will get suds in their eyes. Sean Garrison is 
mystery, Slint must have a sense of humour. Either that, or the real star 
this festival is irony! Wait a bit longer and it's the main event, The Melvi 
for the duration of their set list are the greatest band on earth, And Dav 
Yow appearing on stage? I've seen GOD and he doesn’t wear a lot of cloth 


{COLI 


Friday night was a blur of frantic proportains. I've discovered the real 
meaning of ATP! 


Saturday 

Probably the strongest day music wise and that’s really saying something. 
Downstairs Is humdrum. Brightback do nothing for me, Actually 
downstairs seems to have been transformed into a lofi acoustic, snooze 
fest! I'm finished talking about downstairs. I'm heading upstairs and 
waiting for Mogwai! Smoking inside is great! [ keep asking if anybody wants 
to head out for a smoke (relatively new habits proving hard to shake) 
resulting In some strange looks from strangers who think I'm attempting to 
‘court’ them, ‘Limey bastard’, says one! Anyway Mogwal get off to a good 
start, their opening song being a new one, It kind of shows that they have 
been having lovein-sessions with those Isis boy's. But before you can say 
‘Holy Hydra Head’, they revert back to type and in and out of mediocrity. A 
late rally with ‘Like Herod’ just about saves the day though. Need New 
Body? Need a solid tune more like! I'm all for quirky spazz, performance art, 
and merchandise that borders on genius (Sparkly Need New Body 
underpants anyone?), but did anyone else think, ‘Fuck that guys got an 
annoying volce'? Next band of interest - That would be Matmos. Nerdy 
electronic experimentalist (they once recorded the sound of rats running 
around a warehouse and used it at a sound installation exhibition, or a 
soundtrack or something - cool, I think). Anyway, as good as they were, 
they were really only there to provide agreeable backround noise while 
people sat around waiting for the guys who Invented post rock or 
something. Slint are an event! There are grown men weeping by the time 
Washer starts up! They pull material from both alvums and remarkably still 
manage to sound like the same band. They are incredibly powerful when in 
full flow. But was there really a need for the 10 minute interludes between 

songs? Even at that, you knew what you were witnessing was special and 
seeing them live only served ta show just how influential Slint really were. 

SNOWBALL FIGHT! Saturday night also featured damaged chalets, the bath 

of disgustingness, much Limerick and Cork bonding, USA chants and a 
widespread support campaign for George W Bush! 


Sunday 

Sunday 1s a day of rest. Sunday's are usually long, drawn out, boring and 
tainted with the realisation that a long slog lies ahead. Well at least Slint 
managed to capture the mood of the day with an appropriate line up. King 
Kong, Endless Boggle etc ete could be summed up with one word....Meh! Nel! 
Hamburger the ‘comedian’ left me thinking I would rather have my balls 
removed with a rusty butter knife. No actually, he made me want to remove 
his balls with a stapler. The Red Nails was that Slint sense of humour at its 
ironic best! Rock'n'Roll boogle which would see thom laughed off the stage 
of a secondary school battle of the banda. Yes it was actually that bad. Mum 
was intelligent elevator music. Highlight of the night was Slint guitarist 
Pajo tolling me that Scratch Acid are to reform. He's alright actually Pajo. 
Small though. But overall, ATP still rules. And, the best thing about the 
weekend..Next years line up couldn’ posaibly be any worge, I'm already 
looking forward to the debauchery. USA, USA, USA, AMERICA! 


I'm surethe history of farming is 
‘fot a paramount concern of every 
(any?) socially aware Punk 
Rocker, but the evils of a 
corporate empire not initially 
recognised for its despotic 
demands on the homogentsation 
of natural evolution might be, 
But before the details of how the 
infamous ‘Golden Arches’ can - 
and will - revolutionise an entire 
industry, a small history 
lesson... 


| Bee ip 
pram AEST NEM x 1000, attrod Jotnson tet his 
native Sweden to seek his fortune 


in the ‘New World’, In the country that would come to epitomise the New 
World Order - the USA. He conquered the filth and degradation 
encountered at Ellis Island before traversing the country to Yakima in 
central Washington State, where he purchased five acres of land. 


‘Today, that site has expanded to 68 acres and is still owned and operated by 
the Johnson family, The farm's motto is: “Same family, same location, 100 
years." The farm's business is conducted in the same manner as it was 
back in the days of Alfred - the fruit Is picked, washed and sold right on the 
Yakima premises. 


While the farm has doveloped, its production of apples is being 
systematically strangled by avaricious businesses that make their profits 
on packaging the product, thus keeping the grower at the bottom of the 
economic food chain. Bric, Alfred Johnson's great grandson, predicts that 


at some stags, ten gigantic producers are going to devour the market with 
their demands and capital 


This is not only the fear of an independent fruit farmer: it's the fear of 
agriculturista throughout Washington State ~ the most extensive apple- 
producing region in the US. Leading this charge of commercialisation and 
mass consumerism ts the name that has become gobally synonymous with 
unethical trading and misteading nutritional values ~ McDonald's. 


Yeah, McD's is an easy target to berate, especially if you are coming from a 
vegetarian’s point of view - which I am not incidentally. Most of us are 
aware of the evils of this eatery empire. If you are not, check out the many 
websites detailing its ruthless, corporate agenda, Even better, read Bric 
Schlosser’s book Past Food Nation. But when that restaurant chain - which 


built its Junk-food dominion on the cholestero!aced, artery clogging staples 
of burgers and fries ~ becomes the largest purchaser of apples in the US, 
the power it can exert over the entire Industry Is frightening. 


Should this really worry us? Well, you have a single concern for retaining 
Independence and {dentity and fears of corporate globalisation, then fuck 
yes It 13 a worry. 


First, there is the issue of deception. On a recent trip to Kotorua here in 
New Zealand, I paid McD's a visit - in the name of research of course. 
Opposite a wall of leaflets titled Taste and Balanced Rating, was a menu of 
‘value’ items, including Apple Dippers. If you have not seen this, it's 10 
Pleces of apple packed in plastic with a carton of sweet caramel dip. 


In a bid to make the chain's Image appear healthier, McD's has started 
‘healthy option’ alternatives. McD's Interest in the healthy eating of the 
planet (read, more specifically, the US) should not be viewed as an altruistic 
arousal of dietary conscience or as an attempt to rectify the baneful ways 
of old. At the core of this rebranding Is fear: the fear of lawsuits, 


If you cast your mind back a few years, you'll remember a couple of podgy 
New York teenagers who took McD's to court for causing their obesity. 1 
belleve the case was originally dismissed, but I also recall it being 
reinstated earlier this year. Anyway, for all the money McD's is sitting on, 
It is in a very vulnerable position; all it needs is the right group, with the 
appropriate lawsuit and McD's could encounter some serious financial 
distress, 


“A pipe dream Scanner man," you may be thinking ~ well think again... 


Obesity will soon be the #1 killer in the US, with many other developed 
countries (NZ included) clawing their way up its rolls of excess cellulite to 
see ensure its position as the planet's premier pandemic. A recent report, 
stated that obesity among children - McD's target demographic, remember 
~ 1g go entrenched that It could reduce life expectancy by five years. If this 
sounds familiar, then you are quite correct. All you have to do is replace 
‘one corporate business (McD's) with another (the tobacco Industry) and 
you'll understand the cause of McD's fears. 


If you recall, those who initially tried to sue the tobacco giants were derided 
as opportunists. Years later, the use of tobacco resulted in emphysema, 
heart disease, cancer and more and soon those same ‘opportunists’ were 
lining up at the doors of Marlboro and Benson and Hedges receiving bigger 
and bigger settlements. Do lawsuits still seem ‘a pipedream’? 


But the deception Les not only with Intention, but also in the execution. In 
the case of Apple Dippers, the blurb fails to disclose that the caramel dip 
contains twice as many calories as the apples themselves as well ag 
disodium phosphate, potassium sorbate and coplous other colours and 
additives. In fact, the calorie content Is on par with that of a M&M 
McFlurryl 


As for the ‘Healthy Option’ salads (with marketing directed toward women 
this time), check out the Bacon Ranch with crispy chicken. Once the 
dressing has drenched this so-called ‘healthy option’, you'll be necking as 
much fat as you would in a Quarter pounder WITH cheese AND fries! 


All of these ‘Healthy Option’ meals have been launched with massive 
advertising, directed toward parents In order to, “help you make the cholce 
that's right for your child.” To simplify, McD's want parents to feel good 
about letting their offspring eat at its ventricle congesting establishments, 


How does this insidious rebranding of basic nutritional rubbish connect 
with apple farming? Consider those Apple Dippers and also the new Apple 
Salad In conjunction with McD's influential potency as buyers. It already 
stands as the US's largest. consumer of beef, pork and potatoes and runs In 
second with chicken. And already, on the strength of those two products, 
MoD's 1s the largest buyer of apples in the US - and with this position 
comes the ability ta dictate its own decree. 


Already at one conference, McD's has stated that if apple growers wish to 
work with the company, they will have to destroy crops of such brands ag 
Golden Delicious in favour of the two preferred McD's apples. And even 
though the entry of McD's into apple consumerism is at a relatively 
formative stage and its demands are borderline tyranny, ita power is 
clearly formidable. 


No longer does the grower dictate the terms of business; it's now the buyer. 
Already such corporate behemoths as Walmart and Safeway demand their 
apples to be exactly 3° in diameter - the optimum size to maximise the 
number that can be displayed in a square foot and still retain visual appeal 
to the customer, The fact that McD's prides itself on providing the same 
meal anywhere in the world will only increase this need for mass 
conformity; t is already stating it will deal only with those who can produce 
large numbers. You could say wholesale consumption of mass uniformity. 


These massive, global chains now set the standards for the agricultural 
Industry. They can wield more power (read: autocracy) than state and 
federal governments. As the industry (any industry) becomes more reliant 
on - and dictated by - mass, globalised corporations, those who are not tied 
toa McD's or Walmart are not going to get the business. 


‘The knock-on effect is obvious: corporate backed money glanta will swallow 
farms that have subsisted - over generations - for private use and meagre 
commercial profit. Already, In Washington State alone, apple-growers are 
down from the 1980 total of 4,000 to today's total of 2,000. The demands 


of McD's have seen crop sizes of its desired product rise by 58% in just 0 
year ~ at the expense of everything else, 


‘An apple a day may keep the doctor away, but it fails to assuage t 
voracious appetite of those wielding McD's cheque book and pen. 


Steve Scanner, 10 Hall Crescent, 
www.scannerzine,com 

FOOTNOTE: 

Iheard on the radio this morning (28.04.05) that MD's ia prepared to p: 
Rappers $5 every tlme one of thelr songs gets played on the radio IP it has 
mention of McD's, or a McD's product, within the lyrics!{ Not so mu: 
Gangsta Rappers, more Burga Crappers... 


Taumarunul, New Zealar 


Visiting the hospital with Colir 
On December 16° 2004, 1 
Pulled the plug on the New Noi 


Music Collective. New Noi 
was a Galway based, non-pro 
collective that put on bands f 
the love of the music. Ban 
playing at that last gig 
Richardsons were Pit 
Champagne, Fulcrum, Matabu. 
and Fuktifino (who were al 
playing their final show). Af 
about a year of saying hc 
‘somebody should put on sor 
proper fucking gigs in tt 
town’, Daniel, Shakes and myself put on The Dangerfields in Sally Longs « 
Wed, 7 Feb, 2001. Andrew from The Dangerfields had put Fuktifino on 
Belfast the previous December and had asked us to return the favour. ¥ 
couldn't find another band to play with them. There were no local pur 
bands around and Fuktifino were between drummers or somethin 
Inspired by The Kids and Hope (two collectives from Dublin) and the AMC 
Limerick based collective). We called it New Noise after everyone 
favourite Refused song. 

It wasn’t long after that that we started putting on gigs in O'Malleys « 
Prospect Hill. The bar was ran by abear of a man called Gerry who could 
timea be sound or meaner than Oscar the Grouch. The place was pret 
dingy, cold and the main floor was usually lit by an ultra-violet light (givi: 
everybody glow-in-the-dark teeth and bringing up dandruff magnificently 
but Gerry pretty much let us do what we wanted. (He did kick out a bar 
before for kicking a pig's head around the place but that's another story). 
handful of people would regularly bear the wind and the rain and come 
the gigs for a while but the faces always changed eventually, During t! 
college months you'd get students looking for something a little bit differe 
to the pub/club shite and during the summer months you'd get travellli 
punks from all over the world. Of course sometimes you'd get nobody at 
but hey, that's showbusiness! Gigs in Sallys started getting fewer befo 
eventually stopping altogether and when O'Malleys closed its doors It w: 
the end of an era, There was a brief lull In the Autumn of 2003 but + 
started putting on gigs in Richardsons pretty regularly come January. 1 
the end of the year, New Noise was a collective in name only and like a lot 
things that start off with good Intentions, it wasn't what we had wanted 
to be at all. We decided to end the whole thing on a high note instead 
dragging it out until It meant nothing at all. We did what wa set out to 
and learned a lot doing it. I probably have a few more grey hairs from dol! 
it but fuck it. I've seen so many great bands play Galway that would: 
have if it weren't for New Noise Music Collective. I'm not slapping my ba 
or anything, just basically saying that I have no fucking regrets. And now 
know how to put on a gig. 


"Llove music, Music is the soundtrack to the crappy movie that is my 
life.* - Chris Rock 


A plea for some informatio 
Know of any "great" bands o 
there? And if so, Where a 
theyl!! 


Internationally speaking, plen 
of good punk bands around 
the moment..plenty of go 
albums and plenty of go 
songs. But it's only recent 
damned on mo, where's tl 
great ones! Is it now accept: 
that good is good enough? Wel 
: : for one am sick of good... CL 
and LP's are fucking expensive and for my cash I want something w: 
beyond just good. + Good just’ © ain't. ~— good = enoug 


What's he talking about???? What I'm getting at is that there are mo 
punk bands out there than there ever has been. Rightl!! Yet, [ haven't t 
upon a punk band in recent years that come anywhere near emulating a B 
Religion or a Leatherface, a Damned, a Government Issue or a Min 
Threat. [ts no wonder so many of the older punk bands are getting ba 
together and going out on the roa 


There are just toooo0o many bands out there trying to copy other bands. 
wanna be exactly like Billy doe in Green Day". They don't think "Groen D: 
are great, [ wanna learn how to play a guitar and do my own thing 
Whereas in the past aspiring musicians were “Influenced” by bands, ai 
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tock elements of influence and eventually came up with a unique sound of 
thelr own. This generation (the fucking stupidest and most useless 
generation ever to walk the earth) has gone down the “copy road’, and no 
copy has ever been a8 good as the original. In the good old days bands were 
influenced by different bands and that Influence would mix with their own 
ideas, The final product would be that the band would have a unique sound 
all thelr own. Look at how many people cite The Ramones as an Influence. 
I've read Interviews with Bad Religion, NOX, John Lydon ,Lemmy, Husker 
Du, Rat Scabies and heaps of other people who have quoted the Ramones as 
a heavy Influence. Bven Bono claims them as an influence. Kurt Cobain, 
Moel Gallagher and plenty more as well... but how come none of them sound 
anything like them? 


Accountants, solicitors (or should that be lawyers) and other corporate 
fimps in the USA are profoundly GUILTY of producing so many ordinary 
pop punk bands, Bands like Blink 182 and Sum 41 are now millionaires by 


taking 

that type of simple pop punk formula championed by Green Day and simply 
copying it. My kid sister bought the Blink 182 live albuma few years back, 
and its the same fucking soag played 20 times. She also purchased a Sum 
41album....... and mother of all things divine... blessed holiness of biblicists, 
that thing was muck, I mean it was dreadful. 80 weak it reminded me of 
Linkin Park, Music to appease the American "keep it safe" middle class 
masses. But the scariest thing {s that we now have bands coming through 
who wanna be extotly like Blink 182... Bad copies of a bad copy! 


Anyways, heres hoping for change. Any recommendations on bands who are 
dolng something new and BETTER THAN GOOD (no arty farty nonsense 
please) drop = ma—san—s email, «= to. punk@irelandcom 


Keep it real. Wally of Axe 


1am incensed. I broke one of my 
golden rules and read an article ina 
music magazine. 1 was flicking 
through the Observer Music Monthly 
yesterday and chanced upon a 
photograph Mr. Ian MacKaye. ‘Read 
on!” my mind screamed and it turned 
‘out that some Idiot from Funeral For 
A Priend had fulfilled his obvious 
adolescent ambition and had become 
a bloody music journalist. He felt the urge to tell us all about the joys of 
emo, Crucially not *emo”, but emo like it is a real type of music and no 
some moronic buzzword concocted by journalists to describe what Crucial 
Youth rightly called ‘college rock played by cigarettesmoking former 
straightedgers", 

I was always uncomfortable with the term “emotional 
hardcore”, After all, | seem to recall Ian MacKaye himself scoffing at the 
notion in the 1980s: ‘like hardcore wasn’s emotional already...” It has 
always been something of a joke in my experience, persons of my 
acquaintance would refer to a band as being “emo” while at the same time 
knowing that the term really didnt mean anything and the band wer 
usually bereft of any emotional intensity. If anything it alluded more to 
thelr aspirations than their sound, behaviour or success In thelr 
endeavours, In short, we knew it was a press buzzword and didnt 
adequately describe anything that belonged to us. 

Still, it seems that it has been the big thing in “alternative 
music" for the past couple of years now, What really got my goat was the 
author of the aforementioned piece pouring a scorn of sorts on bands such 
as Taking Back Sunday (for whom [ also reserve a measure of conternp!) 
and suggesting that thelr motives were less than honourable and more than. 
mercenary, Methinks the boy needs to take a little look at his own outfit 
before he casts the first stone. The fact is that college rock is a great deal 
more bankable and potentially radio-friendly than ‘classic" fast hardcore 
and if you wish to ‘expand your musical horizons" and “move forward” you 
run the risk of becoming, to the detriment of your already dubious 
“underground” credentials - popular! Worse still, flnanclally rewarded. 
With this in mind I always had a lot of respect for The Get Up Kidss 
unapologetic proclamation that they were merely “college rock”. It smacked 
of the honesty, self-reference and even selfdeprecation that I have found, 
‘on occasion, in hardcore. It's almost as though a band is only hardcore 
‘when they know they are not! To announce to the world that you are an. 
“emo band’, and to believe that “emo” is actually a distinct genre of music 
with easily defined characteristics appears to me tobe the behaviour of an 
outsider trying to enter an underground while not really understanding 
that of which he/she wishes to become part. I never found it to be a tern 
used seriously by people who like hardcore. Consclously contriving to form 
“an emo band” Is not unlike trying to join a Christian sect by banging on the 
door of their church and earnestly declaring that you “would very much like 
to become a Jesus freak, please!” 

I understand fully that playing the same old fast hardcore 
can grate after a while (even J am in a pop band now!) and that it is 
properly ridiculous to have a “Youth Crew” with an average age of twenty- 
seven, but at the same time I can not help but feel some of these banis 
make the mistake of less talented hardcore bands. While “old schol” 
hardcore bands tried to disguise their lack of authenticity with the energy 
and inherent brutality of their sound, I believe that a lot of this ‘emo / 
screamo / callit-whatyouwillo” bands do the same, but with a differeat 
device, “If | scream loud enough and whine over the quiet bit, being sureto 
avoid making eye contact with my audience, people will immediately assume 
me tobe intense and troubled and not, notice that my musical backgroundis 
more Pear Jam than Agnostic Front...” Or, on the other hand, some of 
them try to blind us with science and use “experimentation” to disguise 
their other wise obvious faults, much as their more historically aware 
counterparts use brute force and aggression, 


also can not help but feel that this is the new grunge, or 
even worse, the new ‘80s hair metal. When I see these trendy bands In 
their Topshop jeans and T-shirts with makeup and Toni & Guy hairdos 
(halrdonts, in my book...) I can’t help seeing Polson, Motley Crue or 
Cinderella or Def Leppard. Minus the charm and rocking tunes, naturally. 
The 1990s bands didn't look as bad, the 1980s bands didn’t try to convince 
us that they were entirely serious. Now we're lef, with a mix of the worst 
aspects of the two, all the dreadful fashion of the 1980s combined with all 
the soulless faux sincerity of the 1990s. 

Oh well. It seems that I have gone the way of anyone who 
has loved hardcore when they reach their latetwentles. The Inevitable Dad- 
ismereeps in as you (eel like saying, “listen son, you've noldea, Hera'show 
it happened, Watch and learn, son, watch and learn...” | suppose I got a 
little bit upset at someone talkinga lot of nonsense about bands I lovedand 
calling them something they werenot, I remember seeing my band's old ‘7° 
in Andy Bushe's record shop described as ‘almost emo’, Injest, I expressed 
my chagrin. “I haveto sell Itto the kids somehow" was his response. Thad 
to agree with him, After all, ifthey're dumb enough to buy my resord 
because it's ‘emo” then they're dumb enough to like it! I'm obscene, I can’t 
believe I've been getting away with this for so long... 


Its Monday. 12.49pm. ['m at 
work but doing nothing work 
relited. Instead I'm copying 
seven Slayer albums to my mp3 
player, Yeah you read right...7 
Slayer albums. You can never I 
repeat NEVER! have enough 
Slayer, A lack of motivation 
coupled with a lack of work to 
actually be done has my mind 
drift_ing backwards by two days. 
It doesn't take much to 
Tenember two days ago and my 
brain 1s delighted I've chosen 
such a recent event. The event 
I'm recalling is Social Distortion live at the London Astoria, simple gig 
report is never enough so taxing the brain further I'm asking it to rewind 
back one more day.,.to Friday and start the story rolling... 


We finish early at work on a Friday. 3.45pm We suffer 18 minutes lunch 
time less during the week to make the time up and R's a great idea 
Bspecialy for ma who's always heading somewhere for the weekend. A 
quick dish home. Some food. A wash. Some Teletext surfing and its time to 
ring a taxi for tha airport, The taxi driver is aGork bumpkin fo from County 
Cork - his accent is priceless tourists must think he is a caveman. And 
like all good taxi drivers he starts talking shite using the fact that a) I'm 
travelling by plane and b) I'm travelling to Landon to try and put the wind 
up me. With reference to a) he tella mo of alrish woman he heard on the 
radio telling of howan engine exploded on a Might she was on in Italy and 
the pilot landed the plane In 7 minutes wherethe normal time it takes is 27 
minutes....sure, Then onto b)...be asks will [be using ths Tube In London. 
Indeedia’ I will, | reply, before be goes on to announce that you cant stop 
these sulclde bombers. Wo arriveat Cork Alryort and the taxi driver wishes 
mea safe trip. The check of him.,,he had me for a goner with his stories in 
thecar. 


Basyjet cheok In has a queue of 5 ahead of me ao I’m checked in, informed 
about their non allovation of seats policy, assigned zone A (which means | 
get to board the plane first andpick my seat) and upstairs in a matter of 
minutes, Needing some chewing gum and water | head to the small shop. 
“Sorry but we don't sell gum inthis alrport", For fucks sake,..sucking & 
fuckin Mentos (this was the shops/alrports chewing gum replacement) 
doesn't stop your ears from fuckin popping on a plane!...whereas chewing 
gum does - well it does for me anyway! Dickheads. With time to kill [head 
forthebar, After shelling out 4 euro plus fora pint of piss water Budweiser 
I settle at the bar and read the paper. The tv In the bar shows BBC's 24 
hour news service despite T04 showing live Eircom League football. [don't 
bother asking the barman to change the channel. I'm Irish after all and we 
accept piss pints and the like and keep our mouths shut. I don’t want to 
learn too much from Americans but making consumer complaints and 
demands is something they have down to a tee and if ever a leaf need to be 
taken froma book then that's the leaf I would opt for. 


‘Time passes quickly and I head for the boarding gate. Even though the arse 
of my pans sway dangerously cose to the back of knees, the studded belt, 
has to come off to pasa through the metal detectors. A flight to Manchester 
has ben delayed and I'm hoping my fight doesn't get affected also. 
‘Thankfully its not and we're boarding and taking to the skies Ia no time. 
Nico plines Rasyjet have. All new apparently, The chap beside me hasa few 
drinks in him and is mad for a chat where I Just want to read my book and 
listen to music. It turns out hes from Limerick where he trains horses for a 
living. By the end of the conversation he's telling me to call round with a 
syndicate of friends and pick out a racehorse, Costs nothing he says. Only 
stable foes, 


Roughly an hour later and we touch down and having only hand luggage I'm 
in Deckys car heading for his place in a matier of minutes ~ most of which 
are taken up with the marathon walk from the boarding gate to arrivals. We 
just make his local boozer - he Beehive which I've renamed The Bells 
swearing that's what the sign said as we whizzed past in the car ~ before 
closing time, Closing time in England ts L1pn. I'm flabbergasted. 11pm on a 
Friday night! But I'm also tired after a weeks work so an carly night doesn't 
overly disappoint me. Big day ahead tomorrow, 


Saturday morning and the fact that I'll be using trains and tubes all 
suddenly hits me, Making no bones about it I'm worried. Decky thinks 

hilarious that I’m worried and has a good chuckle. Quicker than time allo 
me to get prepared for our trip we're on the train into London. A sligh 
aging Middle Zastern looking man sits opposite us and spends his tk 
fidgeting with his shirt sleeves and moving his backpack around. | 
shitting It here and try to sneakily inform Decky that he looks dod, 
Deckys away in cloud nine running the rule over the latest hangbag dis 
pop band in his weekly copy of Smash Hits, so he fails to notice my snea 
pointing with eyes gestures. About 10 minutes of sweating and three ste 
later, dodgy looking Middle Eastern man fixes his shirt sleeves for the lt 
time and thankfully disembarks the train. I furiously tell Decky about hi 
Decky looks out at him on theplatform and laughs In my face for being su 
a wuss. I'm already worrying on simple over ground train journeys and I 
yet to do any of the numerous tube Journeys we will be taking throughc 
the course of the day. My poor brain. 


Apreseason friendly at White Hart Lane has been chosen as the best way 
spend the Saturday afternoon. Spurs play FC Porto so there should be so: 
good football action on offer. First though I gotta catch up with an + 
Malaysian workmate of mine, Shafidz, who now lives in London. Tt 
involves a tube journey past Edgeware Road station, the site of the fh 
tube bombing duly 7°. I try to keep my mind occupied by talking away 
Decky and it works, Shafidz has arranged for us to meet him near what 
claims is the best Malaysian restaurant in London. He's right of course a 
the food is fantastic. A basic looking canteen style layout, In a basem¢ 
with no sign above its doors. Full of Malaysians and with an extensi 
menu. A restaurant more concerned about its food than its décor a 
fittingly with its overheads kept to a minimum, the prices are cheap. Plac 
like this are few and far between and need to be cherished. We demolish c 
plates, time has ticked away quickly, so we say our goodbyes and leave t 
restaurant. 


A tube Journey to the Seven Sisters station in North London is next on t 
menu. With a small bit of worry at the back of my mind, I keep talking tot 
two lads to distract from the journey and we're disembarking in no time 
all. Out into North London and after about a 5 minute walk I realise w 
Northern Ireland band Joyrider sang ‘it's the Seven Sisters, a long w 
from home" on their *Seven Sisters KP" such is the ethnical diversity in t 
area, Decky has been given the name of a pub which is supposed to b« 
good spot for pre match drinks. As we pass boarded up pub after boarded 
pub things don't look good. On seeing the pub we were advised to go to 
boarded up too it looks like the pre match drink is a non starter. Howex 
another 100 yards and we finally find a pub that isn't boarded up and 
looks okay. Ita called The Ship. We spot Spurs fans inside and decide to he 
in, [head straight to the barto be greeted by a large Limerick flag! Wah tv 
Moments Uke these make stories for lif. The barmald in her blg Dub 
accent aska me what I want... a quick scan and I call a pint of extra cold. 
*Guinnesa? she says, letting my accent make her mind up... “no, ext 
cold carling pleasel* Hal Carling! Not everyone from Ireland drin 
Guinness pot! Good old Carling - the knacker drink of my youth. Manys t 
time I got acquainted with the white can during a good bushing session. 
soon notice the telovisions in the pub are divided. One shows test cricl 
(yawn), the other Gaelic football - Derry versus Laois ~ and we opt | 
that, C’mere while I have you; can anyone tell mo what has happened Gae 
football? A game that once oozed skill is now sadly reduced to huff and p 
and pulling and dragging. No wonder I've lost interest in it. We finish ¢ 
drinks and head towards White Hart Lane. Theres a delay getting in t 
ground due to extra security checks following the London bombings but 
all honesty ita good to see. The seats Decky has booked are superb 
fantastle view of well... everything!. Decent match too. The pass and mc 
of Forto being a Joy to behold. Irelands own Robbie Keane gets a supe 
ovation when he came out from the dug out to warm up. Chants of *Keat 
make way to a sing song of “Theres Only one Keanol”. How a fans favor 
like this has been linked with a move away from Spurs 1s beyond me. E 
nothing surprises me with football thesa days. Porto look good but Sp. 
win courtesy of two Jermaine Defoe goals. 


Its nerves galore again as wo head towards Seven Sisters tube station 
the trip back into Central London for the Soclal Distortion gig. The Journ 
Is passing okay when an announcement tells us that the train will not 
stopping at a certain station due to an ‘incident’. “Oh fuck" says 1, “here 
go now". Decky and Shafidz notice my discomfort and laugh. I guess wh 
you're living in London and using the trains on a constant basis (Shafi 
had taken a tube at around the 7am. mark from Bdgeward Road duly 7 
approximately a half hour before it was bombed!), announcements like tI 
are an everyday occurrence. By the next stop an announcement comes ¢ 
over the PA to inform us all that the station they couldn't stop at is now 
opened. Mild panic attack over! We reach our destination and say ¢ 
goodbyes to Shafidz. 


Decky and I have a quick gawk around some shops and a bite to eat and 
time to head in the direction of the venue - the London Astoria. Doors ¢ 
early cog G-A-Y nightclub - London’s gay and lesbian club is on after the ¢ 
We're one week too early for Girls Aloud live appearance at the cl 
unfortunately. We've timed it perfectly as the queue has already mov 
inside as we reach the door. Theres people moving equipment off stage 
we enter. Cooper are listed as the opening band but we don’t bother to fi 
out if that's who we just missed. We're not bothered to be honest. Coop’ 
new ed sucks. Even if a Limerick mans song appears on it. Maybe 15 to 
minutes later and the 2% support emerges, Its Backyard Babies and th 
are bloody awful. They look worse than they sound, with their tight skin 
Jeans and bandanas, How did they get on the bill? Why are they on the bi 
All they are is a bunch of Social Distortion rip off merchants with big rc 
attitude, They're Polson, They're LA Guns. They're pure shite, Yuck, Got « 
(Message to Mike Ness: Mike, if you chose the support bands. Bad choic 
Would it have been too much to have gotten Leatherface and Motorhead 
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support? ©), The overpriced Red Stripe lager is going down a treat though. 
They have the cans loaded Into huge bins of Ice and it works fantastically 
well, cooling me down in the ever increasing heat of the Astoria, Backyard 
Bullshit finally fuck off and we're close to the reason why I ignored the 
threat of terrorism and came to London, Soclal Distortion, 


The Clash and Ramones songs booming out from the PA cease, the lights 
dim and a huge SD backdrop opens out to massive cheering, whistling and 
applause. Its time, Michael James Ness, born April 3, 1962, having allowed 
his fellow band mates to take up their stage positions, swaggers onstage 
gesturing to his heart and then to the crowd. Its that “much love" sign 
rappera always seem to use. His guitar is handed to him and SD kick off 
their set with the 1-2 punch of “Reach For The Sky" and “Highway 101", 
‘the opening songs from thelr fantastic current “Sex, Love and Rock n Roll" 
album. “Highway 101" in particular, giving me gooseflesh. The sound is 
sublime. The cans of aver priced ice cold Red Stripe the perfect compliment 
to Ness's Incredible voice, a amazing live as it is on record. The band are 
here to entertain all, old fans and new, and we're treated to old school 
classics such as “Mommys Little Monster’, ‘Prison Bound” and “Story of 
My Life" and the Rolling Stones cover “Under My Thumb" alongside more 
new tunes in the shape of “Nickels and Dimes" and the soaring Inspirational 
Denis Dannel tribute “Dont Take Me For Granted. The latter sounding 
immense, bringing the hairs on the back of my neck jumping to attention. 
ven the fact that two of my favourites, "I Was Wrong" and "When The 
Angels Sing", (both from the supercalifragilisticespalidocious “White Light, 
White Heat, White Trash”, album) don't get an airing does little to stop ma 
grinning from ear to ear and bopping my hair heavy head along. Ness struts 
the stage an absolute giant. A legend. Man, he even takes a forcefully hurled 
large cup of water in the kisser and doesn’t even blink, focusing on his 
delivery and hammering out the tune like nothing happened. Half expecting 
him to say something once the songs finishes he doesn’t. Hes probably had 
worse fucked at him. Hes above all that. He shows his intelligence and punk 
rock spirit by requesting one of the younger audience members to come 
onstage, where Ness promotes the acceptance and education of the young 
Into the punk rock community. His reasoning a simple fact that when old 
Umers like himself are gone, the new schoolers will have to be there, 
informed and educated enough to be able to carry the torch onward. 
Inspirational stuff. SD round the set off with the Incendiary cover of 
dohnny Cashs “Ring Of Pire” and Ness swaggers about the stage a man 
content. A man delighted with what ho has just done and how it has been 
received. Its quite amazing to see his satisfaction considering Ness formed 
Soclal Distortion in 1979 and here we are in 2005, Add to that the 
countless incidents that followed throughout their history, from spitting in 
a plainclothes pollceman's face at 1'7, experimentation with sex and drugs, 
aliced index fingers, brawling with punks and bouncers, drug rehabilitations 
and ultimately the death of Dennis Danell (Ness's punk loving classmate, 
who Ness put in the band despite the fact that Danell didn't play an 
Instrument!). Is plain to see Ness had to experience life and consequently 
pain in order to write songs of hope and inspiration. 


Aside from my Jaw dropping awe of Soolal D and in particular Ness, a word 
‘must go out to the bouncers, who totally Ignoring the usual code of shithead 
bouncers, did a fine Job herding the mosh pit and handing out plenty of 
water to the sweaty mob, A scan of the audience reveals an eclectic mix of 
punk rockers, young kids, rockabilly greasers and normal types like myself. 
United with the love for a band who not only writes amazing songs but who 
have served their dues over a challenging career. A visit to the tollets/bar 
area, exposes accents from all over the globe including some bondage pants 
wearing punker with the dirtiest Dublin accent this side of Ronnie Drew. 


Black Cougar Shock Unit live d.ty. hardcore the 


‘Motorhead - Bverything and Anything \ Lemmy’ 
Fear of a Black Planet \ Entombed - Uprising 
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BAMONN SHERHY 


cranberries * Feta 
STEVE SCANNER 


Like Moths To A Flame - FOUR LETTER WORD Stop Wasting Time - RITALIN (awesome Kiwi Punk) 8 PA BHOPAL STIFES 
For A Former Clarity - AGAINST MB! Weaselmania SCREECHING WEASEL Steve Scanner's Homebrewed Kiwi Ale Pela eae 


MICKRY 


“Stay with me baby" Lorraine Bliston “Hurt so good" - Susan Cadogan “Angel of the morning” Z 
c a ming” - Joya Landic “The winds kept lat tt} 
Supremes “Operator” Gladya Knight and The Pips “Country Gil” Henry Gand The Ivy Leaguery “The Joker” The Uestonea See Ra 


{TREVOR MERHAN 
{Lightning Bolt/Di Scotch Bee/ Rest/ Agatnst Me/Sick Of It All /Black Cou 
wd recarded \ Lach/ Red Stripe / Prazsky 6 for Zeuro / Tea with the toat 


umm OFC wD, 


simple songs \ This Ain't Vegas lve and recorded. New music to rattle you and make you stand up and take not o/ The Pharmacist 
year \ Vegan whipped Cream on FrultCrunble- allthe tara and none othe esky, Tas elves ca say ith thelr nutans for mr rub Bed 
lassiea. \ Ryan James MoGuirk Born July9 2008 - joins his big brother and sister inthe adventure. 


DECKY SKEHAN 
Black Coffee Blues ~ book I nally got around to reading, Shows Rollins at his most honest and rawest. The 


~ love horror movies and gore. The Simpsons ~ new episodes crack me up. Peter Crouch ~ {f that lanky us‘ 
Sharon Sarna ett ~ how childish can these people fet. Homemade Yegete Lasagne ~ my specialty. Finally seeing Soctal Distortion ive in London with Trev ~ great band great gig. 


JESU - just the fact that this band exist generally speaking \ Baroness - Ukewise \ Graf Orlock - split " 
plit tp w/Greyskull and “Corpserate Greed’ 
Flying Robota/ Burning the Prospect/ Rxploded Face - live in Galway \ Nolsear LP.Why are people not cacking themselves over this band? \ Gi 


Hanot Rocks- 12 shots on the rocks Charles Mingus... Rammstein - Relge Reise Paranoid Visions - Outsie In- The Ving! Years 86-89 X - Unclogged Wire - 


Bl Bastardo's new album Unison - The Sum 10” Alexander Solzhenutayn's ~ Cancer Want Battleship live gig De 
Novisst 
Amores Ferros (movie) Indios etronicos (The Brazilian Skulfower) Indian Pood Place. Glnfeak coast ocar ‘lara 


‘The smallest gripe I had of the whole show was the merchandise which was 
Poor enough considering you can get some great SD stuff from thelr official 
website, One decent tshirt thats priced at 18 sterling. One crappy tshirt at 
the same price, a crappy baseball cap and some girlie tees. Outside the 
bootleggers are selling the dancing skeleton design for 10 sterling. I go for 
one of these. Damn Red Stripe. When I look at It the following morning I 
realise [ should have stumped up the extra fiver for the official merch 
Inside the venue. (Better design, better quality shirt and back print). 


The train home is a blast, We're a bit overwhelmed after such a great show 
and giddy from booze and our loud Irish accents are ensuing glances. 
Bilssfully ignorant and in a world of our own we're laughing our heads off. 
‘This is how life should be lived I guess. I won't bore you with details of a 
non eventful lazy Sunday killing time waiting for my dolayed ght. Instead 
Tl leave you with a quote from Mike Ness himself ; ‘If you ain't dreaming, 
you're just sleeping’. 


‘The following is a funny story with appeared on the Eirecore website. The 
reaction It got was quite brilliant, Seeing as only a handful of people got to 


i It, T reckon it had to be immortalized in print, So it all started like 
Mbscoiss 


a Seer eD ee Xx says: well mackle, wanna know what happened to 
jane: 

Claran says: aye, what happened? 
xX CHUFFEDCORE Xx says: he went to the champions league final, but he 
got blocked and woke up in a shop doorway with no fone and no glasses and 
now hes stuck in france 
Claran says: Puck sake Janer, ya blg mess! Sort yer fuckin life out man! 


Following numerous posts both laughing with and at Janer, the man himself 
managed to sit up long enough to type his story... 


Enter... (fanfare and drumrolls)...Janer! 


Ok back. This is a trua story. Wednesday morning got to airport and had 3 
large bottles of Bulmers and 2 pisses in the loo, But on the plane I was dying 
to go and noone was allowed to ‘cos the seatbelt signa were on. Crap etc! 1 
asked the crew had they got a lucozade bottle? @@@ 
In Paris. The airport, Beauvais 1s miles away so got a coach in for 11 euros. 
Had no ticket (for the match) or hotel/hostel and the tickets were anything 


* A great aunt of mine once smuggled a whola provolone from Italy to the US by dr " 
y dressing it as a baby. Whenever anyone commented on the odour, she replted, . 
raiso It as her own, So, in honour of my Great Aunt Atelins, my top ten cheeses that are not my second cousin (in no particular order): * *pnla* Bufo murals © Can 


TTEDS To@ 
way it should be. Vital. \ Jon Langford & His Sadie - Mayors Of The Mcon (Bloodshot Records) ~ reminds me of his days in the Three Johns ~ ahh nostalgia \ Mike Park - For The Love Of Music (Asian Man Records) beautiful and 


Balgury Is Dead (Lookout) great tunes nothing else \The vons - The Bvens (Dischord) Most impertant reles 
stay with thelr mammjes for this cream \ Crumb Evenings and Weekends (Mickey Rourkes Pridge) ~ it's lke 1986 all over again \ The Bx Turn allilingoutthe 


from ¢2000- e400, And there were fakes about, Went to central Paris ar 
drank lotg of Heineken from 12 o'clock onwards, You had to keep a caret 
watch on the barmen as they deliberately kept whipping away the pints 
you left them unattended. All of a fucking sudden it was 7pm and I wi 
nowhere near a decent pub (irish or English). 80 myself and a few peeps 
‘met got a taxi to erm, another shitty pub! [ was muchos pissed by this stay 
and wo missed the Ist 20 ming Including Lehmanns sending off. 


After that it's a blur and I think I placed my glasses somewhere "safe" whi 
I was pretty drunk, knowing that I'd probably smash them or somethir 
when I was really bolloxed. (Remembering where I put them while sober 
the hard part!) Anyway I woke up in a doorway with some French Nort 
African trying to remove my headphones and er I was still out of It so I sa 
“what the fuck" he sald something else so I just raised my voice louder ar 
he left. Now whether he dipped my phone cos that's missing I don’s knov 
But I have to look at this glass as 1/2 full rather then 1/2 empty as In 1 
other pocket was e600 and me passport! I was a bit shook up so grabbed 
40 taxi to CDG (Charles De Gaul) airport and had to wait til 6.30a.m fi 
the booking office to open. When it did they had no tickets available. I als 
a lost in CDG airport. © It’s fucking huge for anyone that has never bec 
there, 


So headed back into Paris and with no glasses it was gonna be a long da 
Found an opticlans and told them my woes and he sald he could have a pa 
in 2 hours for e69 all in! Brilliant I thought. After I ordered the glasses 
the opticians I walked Into the glass door at full whack, me forehead ar 
nose took some pain and my big nose appears to be even bigger now but in 
Max Splodge way rather then a Pinnoccio way. 


‘To stop me dredging the streets endlessly on the Thursday when I wi 
dying with a hangover, tiredness and lack of sleep I went to this Intern: 
cafe 4 times which had a basement for gamers which was pitch black ar 
had big comfy chairs. I literally just went there to sit down and rest. I eve 
fell asleep for 10 minutes, By the end of the day I had spent over 3 how 
In. (Just to sit down Gl) Went to loak for a hostel and er got lost agai 
Couldn't find the hostel and then worse still, forgot where the opticiar 
were! Anyone that knows me well, know that I have a shocking memory ar 
it took me almost 2 hours walking around Paris before I accidental 
stumbled on it! The glasses were perfect. Decided to head back to the airpo 
that night for me morning flight and maybe see if I could get a ticket, Wer 
up to ticket sales and asked them had they any standbys. She sald they he 
but it will be 242. Fine I thought until she asked me for a fucking cred 
cardi! Aagaaaaaaarrrrrrrrggeggeggehhhhhhhhilt! (btw there we 
umpteen people that had fucked up at the airport too- missed planes, lo: 
Passports, lost phones etc etc) 80 at least I sald to myself I have a roof ovi 
‘me head and will kip in the alrport. But, for fucks sake, they then threw t 
out at 1pm as It shuts down for the night Had to walk to the nearest tow: 
along completely unlit roads, and eventually I got a hotel. Next mornir 
things went ok, 


Moral of the story.Go with mates. Plan well. Drink orange Juice! 


Roll on Wasted in Blackpool! @ Janer 


(Thanks to Janer for letting me reprint this. P.8 - Check out the tshi: 
beside him in the photot - Trev) 


STAC 


ld needs more of this today. My discovery of underground hiphop and anything DefJux - Thanks Trev, The Freebooters ~ a band everyone needs to hear. Hallo 
pola can play in the premlership then there 1s hope for us all. How crap ia hell! New York ~ my favorite city in the world and truly worth the ‘hype. Iron: aliens 


Primer 
rvara/ Barcelona Lightning Bolt in Ireland Crab Burgera in the Liberty Grill Munster - Ruropean Ctamplona Death - Live in LAA Arrested Development Series 3 Aphex Twin Ambient Selected Works Vol 2 Dead Man New gadgeta (check out my theremin!) Nathan Barley 


(UTTERLY POLITICALLY INCORRECT) TOP 10 FAVOURITE ARROPLANES I've had an awful lot of time on 


Sh ‘hands recently r 
ean OFA FA ees ag ea a ee canal bt sta i recently and I have rediscovered my enthusiasm for aeroplanes and scale modelling. Didn't you know I was the king of the nerds? McDonnell Douglas F 4 


ikoyan Guerevich MiG-29 Douglas 0-47 Skytrain Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress Hawker Hurricane Mikoyan Guerevich MG2S Vought F4U 


'§ Book - White Line Fever marvellous) \ Behemoth ~ Demigod \ Polson Idea. All of them!"!\ Green Day - American Idlot \ Minor Threat - That Cd with everything on it \ Rammstein - Reise, Rela \ Type O Negative \ Public Enemy 


‘ede \ Boredoms - "seadrum” od and live \ Sleepytime Gorilla Museum "Of Natural History” ed \ Lurker of Chalice a/t dbl Ip \Army 
jospel "The Hoon is a Dead World” tp and split 10° w Kodan Armada \ Yolvod “fothingep CP Pag) aes . 


oe {n Galway \ George Carlin \ Lightning Bolt in The Warwick \ Saul Willams \ Gogol Bordello \ The Sainte Catherines \ Youtube.com \ Guns N Roses {1 \ Dresden Dolls \ Ma going postal in HMV Galway 


154 The Boys Next Door - Door Door OM Sun Records recordings Lots of other toothless redneck music 


live with Gasmask Terror earlier this year \ When My Authorities Fall/Sora gig in Lithuania afew months back \ Leng Teh'e - Manmadepredator ¢4 


Anyone who has ever had Provolone will understand why she would adopt one and 


Gorgonzola * Ricotta * Buffalo mozzarella * Camembert (not Quartet) * Bleu * Munster * Havart! * Parmesean * Wensleydale with 
DISTORTION Freak Show - THR PREEZE Corpses of the Ultimate Dominators ~ MDC War and Peace - D.0.A. Searching 


“Nine times out of ten”. Muriel Day “Cur love is in the pocket” ~ J.J Barnes “Reflections” - The 


UFC: For those not overly familiar with My Remorse...can you give us the low down on 
the band, its members, what you've done, what you’ve failed to do and what you're going 
ta do! 

|Adan= My Remorse are a Metal band from Cork... We've been together for about five years 
and have worked our way through about a hundred different styles of music to arrive at 
where we are now, which I guess you could describe as “technical metal’ with a hint of old 
school Screamo. We've learned to be pretty careful about the whole “Emo/Screamo” 
comparison use that term has such a negative meaning for so many people but 


despite this, aL like eh Brown Bike, City Of Caterpillarand On The Might Of Pri 


while has x too heayy D 
guitar, Ei vi vocals, Bria ‘on guitar, Rob on drums ant J 


recanted, 1 jw four track es and_are ig curently sorting out 
Heved 


point in doing eat ules ‘you believe in it 100%, which L au hope i isa ue that 


comes Ca hen we ae Hive 


while - what ineae him? 

Alan: yeah, we Te onto our si X h bass player at this stage (1 think its six..?) We jal seem 
have a habit! he losing bass players. Pretty much every bass. nave who's left has had'to do 
so due to other commitments — although | can imagine we rea pretty awkward band to 
join, because the four of us grew up together and have about ten years worth of in-jokes to 
get used to. Vince was in the band for about a year, and left to go workin England. At the 
moment he’s off travelling the world, as usual. He plans to travel for at least a couple of 


years before settling down, although | don’t know if I could ever see Vince “settling down”. 


UFC: So what areas of Cork do the band hail from? I believe someones from Passage? 
My god...no wonder they’re in a band - what else could they do except go bush 
drinking... Passage must be the land that time forgot? Can whoever is from Passage 
step to the question and defend the place or whats more likely - tell me that’s its actually 
worse than I think. 

Alan: Well, I've always considered us a Passage band. We all went to school there and 
pretty much grew up there, with the exception of Brian, who went to some poxy private 
school. The thing is, Passage isn’t as bad as most people think. Sure, there are plenty of 


people there who do nothing but drink Dutchy and wave their IRA tattoos around, but 


most of the people from Passage are fairly well-adjusted. It’s just the kind of place where 
you have to know how to handle yourself, especially in school, and if you don’t do anything 


too wild to draw attention to yourself you should get along fine. 


UFC: I believe there was a first Ep...considering I never saw hide nor hair of it...did you 

do much with it? Is it still available? Do you play any songs from it live? 

Alan: Yep, there was another EP. called “The Catch To Friendship”. We recorded it 
\d to be honest we didn’t really know what we were doing. seal ed the 


quality of the recording is pretty bad. We never really i much with that et yin 
because * knew even at the time that &. treally i to scratch. There were! 24 tracks 


oF are parts [ tke and other parts 


t arg Nec Loe : oe 


as in Cork. Ie) recorded 

Noo lon; Flaine 44 spend on! Py but we reali ented to 
the end we ii e real happy wing ty it came cut without 

ientinn it still surprises rag how that E H ily is, It’s un those 
iment eachother go well, considering we didn’t} ely think 

about tow the EP would sound wher yu len to it the thot way through.) Ihe ve been 
gellingreally good feedtick so far, a every seems whe their own favre track: 
Emo kids like “How Thee Moments Burn", ress the tea heads seem to ive “A Quiet 
Prelude To Conversation”. We're still selling it, at 4 euro a pop, and so far it’s sold really 


well. 


UFC: For a relatively young band, you're technically proficient and tight as a ducks arse 
in water...how often do the band practise? How do My Remorse songs get written 
typically? 

Alan: Cheers for the compliment. We're all really big into technical music, and bands like 
Between The Buried And Me and DEP are a definite influence. However, we don’t really 
practise as much as we'd like to. Obviously we were taking a break there for the past few 
months due to exams, but now we're back on the old regime. Generally we practise once a 
week as a band, plus the endless hours we put in on our own trying to come up with ideas 
for songs. As far as writing is concerned, what usually happens is myself and Brian write 
the music alone, and then at practise we bring the stuff we've done to the band, and it gets 


arranged from there, Once the music is done Eoin will break out some lyrics he'll have 


written on his own time, and the vocal lines get written from there. It’s rare that we 


actually “jam” as a band: songs are usually planned and written well in advance. 


UFC; Is there one band or maybe a handful of bands that everyone in the band are into? 
How does the balance between emo, hardcore, indie rock and metal work out between the 
various members? 

‘Alan: Well, our tastes in music are pretty different really, but we all agree on the Emo and 
Hardcore bands: bands like On The Might Of Princes, Envy, etc... Also, we are all into 
metal bands like Coalesce and Between The Buried And Me. Plus there’s the obvious love of 
Iron Maiden that exists in the band... So when it comes to the style of music we actually 
play, we generally draw from the same influences. It’s when we start to take from our own 
individual tastes that things get more interesting: for example, myself and Eoin are big 
into instrumental bands like Unwed Sailor or Do Make Say Think, whereas Brian loves the 
really technical stuff like Dream Theatre or Malmsteen. I reckon on the next record, these 


individual influences are going to be a lot clearer. 


UFC: Cork seems to churn out a wide variation of DIY bands constantly...what is it 
down here? Something I've noticed is that people down in Cork are more clued into 
bands and scenes than say the majority of people in say Limerick, like a lot to people are 
into Neurosis here in Cork, where as very few people are into them in Limerick. Same 
with the band tshirts you'll: sec in either city...theres a lot more obscure bands on chests 
around here i se 


pout imagine that’s down Wotiee (piss ‘WO! 
id 4y constant flow of del gigs in Fred Zeppelins. \ 
} 


playing in thee How do vee rate Freds compared to say os ye played elsciyhere. 

Where else have you played Sround Ireland and what gigs and vlages have been goad for 
the band in reland ? f 

Alan: Yeah, the gigs in Freds are amazing! There’s always an amazing atmosphere at those 
gigs, and we always have a laugh playing there, Freds definitely rates as one of my favourite 
venues. I think it’s just because the place is so dingy, and we are basically given free run of 
the place. I mean, how many times have those floorboards been broken due to moshing? At 
this stage we've played all the most obvious places in Ireland many times over, and we 
generally seem to get a pretty good response wherever we go. Other than Freds, my 
favourite venue has to be Paddy's Hall in Greystones. We've had some amazing gigs there, 
thanks to Dylan from Basta. It's a shame they can no longer do gigs there. Ballina was 


amazing as well. 


UFC: Didn't you play a few gigs in the UK one time? How did they come about and how 
did they go? 

Alan: Yeah, we played over in the UK last year. It was an interesting experience, if not too 
enjoyable. Basically we did our first Irish tour with a band from England called Faultline, 


and they returned the favour by setting us up with a few gigs over there. To be honest, it 


was a gruelling experience all round. We 
couldn't afford to fly, so we got the bus over 
there, and the journey took 16 hours, By the 
time we got to England, we were completely 
Wrecked. We got a good response, but we didn’t 
really play to the best of our abilities because 
‘We were just so tired the whole time. Definitely 


the highlight of that whole trip was playing 


with a band from Holland called Detonation, * 


who were totally amazing. Next time I reckon 
we'll do it properly, and not leave so much 


down to chance. 


UFC: Personal question here...you were 
Straight Edge for a number of years but 
recently you decided to hang the X's up. Why 
so? 

Alan: Yeah, | was straight edge until my 22” 
birthday, which was actually only about a 
month ago. For so long sXe was the most 
imporian thing in my life — I guess it was 
because i made me feel like 1 was a part of 
something, and had some set of parameters to 


define myse 
aay 


sXe ee long, I auesilh ve just mune on ani} 
don't need itasa crue make me etl better 
about hnysell. I'm nol} suggesting that al 
straightedgers are like’ that, it's just how it 
turned out for me. You should never just! 
assume you're better than someone just 


because they spend their time differently. I'm 


still not really much of a drinker and I doubt 
I'll ever smoke, but I feel I've given myself the 
option now. I still have a huge amount of 
respect for the sXe way of life and what it did 


for me though. 


UFC: You're quite serious while playing live, 
but theres a bit of fun between the songs, if 
not a little awkwardness...does My Remorse 
reflect any parts of each band members 
personal life...or is a complete escape from 
the everyday life and actions? 


Alan: Yeah, | guess we probably come across as 


pretty serious me ee playing, but that doesn’t mean we dont enjoy it any less. But 
this band definitely reflects what goes on in our own fives. I think that especially applies to 
Eoin: when he’s writing lyrics, then he’s obviously going to write about what he’s been. 
going through or what has been affecting him. We all apply what's going on in our lives to 
the hand: I guess it's impossible to create anything without being influenced by that. But 
there's definitely a hint of escapism when it comes to playing: we all agree that being 


onstage is the best way of working out our demons, as is the case with most musicians 1 
would imagine. I’m sure that I'd go slowly insane if I didn’t get the chance to go crazy 


onstage... Being onstage is our chance to display our most passionate and intense side, 


and | think that we're all really grateful for the chance to express ourselves in this way. So 
in the end it becomes something we use to express what's going on in our lives, while also 


finding a way to escape all the other bullshit that’s going on. 


UFC; The between song banter really needs to be improved. Could you not learn some 
jokes or something? 

Alan: Haha! We're actually thinking about not talking at all between songs, because we 
always make such arses of ourselves! I was talking to a friend the other day, and she said 
that it struck her what a “Cork Freakshow” we are whenever we play outside Cork. I never 
thought about it, but we really are such Cork langers. So | think a vow of silence is the 
best policy fram now on! 


UFC:...where did you learn your dance steps? I thought you were being electrocuted by 
our own guitar the first time I saw you shakin around the place... q 4 
Alan: Hehe, yeah, | guess lly go for it when I'm onstage. The thing is, all the other lads 


EN | 
for some reason people seem to content on my dance sips. 
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UFC: Completely off the cuff on this one...Has any of the band.every complained of 
(i a 


nasal mucus problems? 


Alan; What, cos we're all such nerdy Emo kids? Well, I had conjunctivitis once, does that 


count? Actually, now that you mention it, when Ken was in the band he seemed to have a 


permanent cold, and we could never get any sleep cos he was always coughing and 


sneezing his way through the night. We really should have had that checked out. 


UEC: The heckling is something else in Cork, all in good spirits of course...its makes 
gigs more fun...the whole emo side of the band makes great ammunition for some of the 
hecklers...whats the best stuff you've heard shouted at the band? 
Alan: Yeah, Cork is great for the heckling, I think it’s just cos everyone knows each other, 


and it’s all in good fun. Definitely the best example of heckling was at the appropriately 
titled “Hecklefest” a couple of years ago: Skippy went around the audience handing out 
tissues, just in case people became overcome by the emo-ness of it all! Of course we get 
called ‘Emo pussies” and all that stuff, but it’s pretty true actually - We're total pussies. In 
faimess we don’t take ourselves too seriously so the more heckling, the better. We've heard 


it all by now! 


UFC: Megadeth or Metallica...(be yery careful here seeing as you know about my 


Megadeth infatuation). 


Alan: Aw man, I'm sorry but... it’s Metallica every time for us! (serious minus points for 


that! —'Trev) I know they suck now but you can’t argue with Master Of Puppets or ...And 
Justice For All. In my opinion Megadeth never came close to the majesty of those records. 
Everyone in My Remorse absolutely loves Metallica, and they're a massive influence, Every 
time | hear Blackened or Damage Inc, I want to break something! | think it’s Dave 
Mustaine’s voice that pisses me off when it comes to Megadeth, I just cant take him 
seriously at all... (wrong answer! I knew a bunch of soppy emo babies like Peay 


would gdfor those heavy metal poodles! — Trev) \ | 
| 


UFC: 


\we pretty mi 


ihe 


che 


Fs werd 
still has the Cheese-factor go! ng 
Ge y Pec 


Meee ae 
“athena’s Eyes” that fates the che 


: R 
album ‘There’s a bit more variety, like i 
bum. ‘Th \ 


(aos Pee 
Ebiyeadie ending, There's still the ie 
Vi { 


i ee et a 
our’ more obvious inlubhees and sour 


n Vee there, 


A 
now. We're not really sure 


a little, more ori 


what yell end up doing after the album is de, as there's talk of various mer ibers going 
4} ty tf | ty ai {| 
travelling fora couple of, years, but 1 reckon ijbe happy orice we have this album done. 
fy f \ | 
} j a if } | 
a A 


NFIMMOGIOOCINN A BLIOIE 


‘Thread Pulls are Gavin Duffy, Ed Kelly 
and Peter Maybury. These Dublin guys 
have been pretty active in Thread Pulls, 
releasing their acclaimed ‘Summer. 

Songs’ ep and playing alot of cool gigs 
with the cool bands, as well as playing 
the All Tomorrows Parties festival in the 
UK this year. This active streak alsa 
seeps into them being active in creating 
electronic music in other projects, d'ing 
at their own clubs and their own label. 
Here we have a few words with Ed on 
what threads they’re pulling these 

days, .. Interview July by Eamonn 
Sheehy. 

So Thread Pulls have been getting 
their name around a lot over the last 
year - especially since the release of 
the ‘Summer Songs' E.P. But the band 
has been going longer hasn't it? You 
just went through a name change? 

Ed: It would be pretty difficult for me to 
underestimate how exciting the last |2 
months have been for this band, It’s only 
6 months since we released our first EP 
Summer Songs on NINEPOINT Records 
and it got us reviewed in The Wire and 
invited to perform at All Tomorrow's 
Parties. We also played a few gigs away 
from Dublin with Italian screamos La 
Quiete, who are amazing live. We also 
opened for Liars at their Dublin 
performance last year, ..s0 all said it's 
beena totally FUN yearso far!. This line 
up of Thread Pulls have been around 
‘since 2002, we were called Gregor57 
then, We changed our name to mark that 
the band had begun to develop into 
something completely different. It felt 
like the right thing to do at the time and 
we're really happy we did it 


Who makes up the current line-up for 
‘Thread Pulls then? 

Ed; I suppose like lot's of bands 

different members come and go, with 

cach different line up bringing it's own 
identity and particular sound. This band is no 
different, Thread Pulls were called Gregor57 
for a number of years with the only constant 
member being Gavin Dufly. I joined the band 
in.2000 and Peter Maybury began working 
with us in 2002, Peter has brought so much to 
the band, introducing an electronic element 
and recording experience 


How has the ‘Summer Songs' E.P. been 
going for you since the release? 

Ed; Well, there's still a lot of them in my 
spare room! We never expected Summer 
Songs to sell particularly well and it certainly 
hasn't disappointed in that respect, we 
recorded it simply to document what we were 
doing at that time. Having said that, it did get a 


great reaction from certain people when it was 
released 


NINEPOINT Records released the E.P, how 
did that come about? 

Ed: NINEPOINT Records is a small label set 
up by Gavin, Peter and myself. It's very 
simply a device for us to release Thread Pulls 
material on when no oncelse wants to. We 
also have (cautious) plans to release recordings 
by other artists, stuff that we feel needs to be 
heard and documented 


Thread Pulls have been very active about 
Dublin recently - what do you think of the 
current scene in the city? There seems to be 
a growth over the last year with 
bandsfabels, like Risc/9-Point and bands 
like Betamax Format, (retards), Cap Pas 
Cap, Tremors....and more I can't 
remember...ah you know.. 

Ed: Sometimes Dublin can feel very exciting, 
you can feel part of a ‘scene”, but more often 
than not it’s all very disparate. Which is fine, 
but I doubt that “'scenes” are healthy id 


They tend to encourage a lot of backslapping which is oflen misinterpreted as musicians supporting each other, but... don't know...there will always be like minded 
People that you naturally end up Working with etc so maybe some people see that as a scene? Like any city anywhere there is some great things happening in music and 
some equally awfal stuff; Over the last 12 months I've seen amazing performances by E+S=B, Tremors, Denis McNulty/Fergus Kelly/David Lacey 


What's your relationship with Cap Pas Cap? 


Ed! Gavin and myself are also members of Cap Pas Cap, Cap Pas Cap's other 2 members are Jamie Farrell and Grainne Donoghue. Jamie and Grainne are ex members of 
Estel, 


‘Thread Pulls has probably been the first Irish band ever to have played the Ail Tomorrow's Parties festival - how did that happen? 
Ed: It's very simple really, Vincent Gallo was one of the people we sent Summer Songs to last year. At the time we had no idea he would be curating ATP, 


he was simply 
one of the many people we had made contact with through email, so we posted a copy of the EP to him. Ap; 


parently he loved it and invited us to perform at ATP 


So did you get the Royal treatment or did ye all end up bunked in a hostel or something! - meet any cool bands? 


Ed: It was so much fun, We were treated exactly the same as anyone else performing, Next door to our chalet was The Jon Spencer Blues Explosion, in the chalet below us 
was Aftirampo and Jayne County, ..2 doors dawn was Lydia Lunch! It was a bizarre, incredible weekend, 


ic Youth?? 
idea what you mean, 


What's going on with the Thread Pulls sound then? You lot have confused a lot of reviewers lately (except of course for The Wire review, which ended up 
confusing the lot of us T think!) - the whole 'Leave them yearning for more’ approach - its pissing some people off a bit isn’t it!!? Will future Thread Pulls 
arrangements take this approach further? 

Ed: ‘Arewe pissing people off? That's probably a good thing I’d imagine. I’m not sure what you mean by “.. leave them yearning for more...”, are our live sets too short? 
Thonestly believe that no band needs to play live for more than 30 minutes...and no audience needs to be bothered for longer than 30 minutes. Our recorded arrangements 
are very different to what we perform live. In fact there’s probably only 2 tracks on Summer Songs that we could recreate live. We're happy with that dual aspect, I think 
it’s interesting to have two very distinct approaches to how Thread Pulls record and perform, 


Is atmosphere an integral part of recording Thread Pulls in the studio? It certainly seeps out in the recordings... 
Ed: Forus it's always an important element 


Any insider news for what we can expect from Thread Pulls later this year? 
Ed: This summer we begin recording our first album, We plan on releasing it in October/November, There's other stuff planned for outside Ireland later in the year too. 


Wouldn't it be great to see Thread Pulls play in a dark room? - just shadows slowly moving across the ceiling to the pulsing rhythms of the drums....da 
silhouettes slowly rocking back and forth as the Thread Pulls sound ring out around us...? 
Ed: Yes Eamonn! 


Related Links: ww Threadpulls.com — for mp3's, live dates, merchandise etc...wwww. skinnywolves. cot — Gavin Duffy regularly DJ's at Skinngwolves club, see link for 


details and get down to dance! www. cappascap.net ~ Gavin & Ed also play in this beautiful unit. www. sofisleeper.com ~ Peter records and releases electronic based music 
as Hardsleeper on the Sub Rosa label 
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Ady ffi 
! I " To: Leo O'Sullivan <leo@fnarr.net> 


Subject: el b interview Lv 
pr CT EL BASTARDO put to the svord by Trevor Meehan and Leo 0 Sullivan. Wf 


‘nut y vocalist. Then for our first gig only me and the drummer and the other bass player showed up. He ended up playing guitar because we had a shortage of 
: went " bass amps. Anyways everybody left bar me and Eoin the drummer. Then the old guitarist from Half Mast joined on bass and we had the band a: 
‘) 3 years. My sisters boyfriend Jimmy joined on a Friday before we played two gigs on a Sunday and a Monday. at 1 


f se that's what happened. We played 2 gigs in one year and then 3 gigs last year. This year im like a fucking world tour. We have played 4 gigs so far. \ | 


ss set ( 
ern UFC: How and when did £1 Bastardo start and get it together.a drunken night 
J tt i nOEL BASTARDO: Fuck....eh it's hard to remember....We started about 3 years ago I think. Initially there were 5 people, 3 bassists, drummer and 
16 ¥ 


UFC: Whos in El Bastardo? I know you're all in other bands so fill us in. 


ROEL BASTARDO: Me and the drummer are in dodgy unwashed shouty band - [R]evolution Of A Sun. Fa is in Rulers of the Planet. Good band and seriously 
daycent feens. Jimmy was in some band in Amsterdam, the fucking dopeheds or something. 


. . £ UFC! is 
i A UFC: I like the story behind "Cheap Motel". Tell the readers o: eahanae ened 
1(( (Hee NOEL BASTARDO: Yeah I got drunk in some bar in San Francisco which happened to be kind of in the area where penand women (ersten eieigesc is wena 
ag i rendered. Anyways I got a bit frisky, started thinking I'11 go and what the story is and ended up being told by eye ti 
= = bit drunk and to come back tomorrow. Leng story short I couldn't mn pay for it. Happy now? So Trev you done anything stup: y 


for services 


UFC: Where do you come up with the other songs? 

ROEL BASTARDO: I just got sick of hearing singer song writers talk about their feelings in this mawkish language that was fucking embarrassing. Then 
you have the "cores" all coming out with this clichéd shite. and the thing is, is that why the fuck doesn’t anybody say what they mean anymore. So we 
have songs called "i hope you get cancer and I hope fucking die" because we are being honest. There is no hidden meaning, no metaphor. Plus we ain't 
that literate so if we get poetic you end up with fat cat sat on the mat type nonsense. 


ened a ein pest fou ac, be 

‘rom Belfast in the next few weeks. Then Leo The Beard and 

cd under the Sewer Rat record thing Skippy has going at the moment. Currently the lawyers arg 

UFC: Any plans to take 


the Fi = 
OEL BASTARDO: Ah maybe no 1 Bastardo drink/rock 


Rot.......we've got about 
scing to happen anytime sooi 


show on the road around 
@ mich motivation a. 


the country at any stage 


a fucking straight edger in a brewery. nvolves getting 


UFC: El Bastardo is a pretty laid back band. you're a rock band in the classic sense in that you're all about Playing live, rockin out and drinkin, 
having a bit of fun.. 
Hilt 1H i POEM DASTARDO: See rest of interview. Hahaha. To be honest why bother taking it seriously. Jesus everything else in life is a fucking pain so why not 
i suites ES 3 be in a band that is just about drinking and making dumb ass punk n roll. Everybody thinks their life should be something, that they need 
i ; é ¢ to make their mark. What is the point? Everybody fails, everybody loses. So why not tear the ass out of it. 
GATES -32 ‘ UFC: What do you hope people get from an El B: 
sy AOEL BASTARDO: Hopefully not crabs. I don't know. Just speak your mind. You're not some kid 
record or shouting at the mirror. Speak your fucking mind. Your opinion is the only thin 
stereotype then knock yourself out but just don't expect anyone to listen. Mizu 


anymore hugging yourself as you listen to your latest emo 
ig that can be truly unique. If you want to make it a 


Ig there any serious side to El Bastardo? fi 


d of. It's an esoteric 
We are currently working on a collaboration with a Japanese noise artist that no one has hear: * i 

Ba aee: ae tor eeeeaaioes jazz, new media and 7 string guitars. It's going to be called "merzbow suck me cock you commercial noise faggots". It will 
2 pa caveeaed on polish import and limited to 3 copies so all ye nerds can check prick sizes by owning a copy. 

ab 


UFC: C'mon... tell us about Eoins bra incident at a recent All Age: . 

ROFL BASTARDO: Haha. Well Eoin is the definition of pasty caucasian Irish boy done bad. So we started drinking at twelve that morning but Eoin is 
slightly deranged from the night before and ends up after only two hours spouting what can only be described as gobbledygook. I've never seen someone 
get that fucking daft in such a short space of time. So we had to play this all ages gig by the very nice people at Freak FM and we were all 
hammered. We were a bit messier than usual but sure what harm. Anyways I was in the middle of some rant about homework when some kid throws one half 
of her bra on stage. And as desperate as we are we're not that bad. So we threw it back. Next thing she throws 

the whole bra at Eoin who has no notion of what the fuck is going on because he kept falling asleep between songs. Anyways he is there in his 
comatose beauty, half naked, sweating like the west cork culchie he is, wearing a bra. The pope should sponsor a tour in Africa for us. No one could 
entertain notions of shenanigans after witnessing that! Thanks Trev. Don’t quit! 
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BA: I'v 


JG: Is that one of the perks of the job, the travelling? or is 
it a case that when you're travelling you don't get to see much 
of the Place beyond studios? 


JG: Right, so I have to ask the boring question! How and when 
did you decide that recording bands was the way forward, want 
you wanted to do..or did you fart 2885 it by CSEECDEED 


signal flow 
a proper cup 
what you 
£ years 

ge at the time, 
reali I was learning thin 
didn’t need to learn. I do 
became useless so I changed my major and I 
units of having my bachelor's d e thropology. I studied 
the evolution of the upcomi o£ humankind! So I went 
to the trade school and decided that LA was not the place for 
me and so I moved to San Francisco and I was working in a 
Studio within two weeks. I was engin ni bur 11 be ent 
Should have been able to, just c here was one other 
person there, and he was kind enough to m in, in the 
middle of the night. I'd work 8 hours at a re store and 
then go to the studio and work another B hours. for some band 
then stay and record my own music. 


gG: Can you remember the first band besides your own band you 
dida cet record by? 

BA i full record I ever did was for a band called 

"R was the first full length album I got 

name on. t had helped and assisted-on a couple of others, 


My first sight of legendary producer/musician 
Billy Anderson is that of a skinny, dreadlocked 
man with a bag of Halloween toys, six cans of 
beer, and a ridiculous Goblin mask bursting in a 
Studio door and shouting "Boo!" at all in the 
room. It's October, and he's here to produce the 
new album by Primordial, their first for Metal 
Blade. Hearing that the man who has helped shaped 
records by some of the most legendary bands in the 
fields of punk, metal and underground/extreme 
music in general, who has helped craft timeless 
classics by the likes of NEUROSIS, MELVINS, SLEEP, 
MR BUNGLE, CATHEDRAL, ECONOCHRIST et al had me 
hassle my friend Mick to set up an interview, and 
thankfully Billy was kind enough to agree. 
Cleverly, the day I turn up to the studio, I'm 
completely off my tits on painkillers to get rid 
of a killer chest infection, I've not slept in 
three days, and I'm all over the place with 
nerves. Mr Anderson however, sits down, pulls out 
a mandolin, and sets me at ease right away. What 
follows is the majority of the conversation. Big 
thanks to Mick, Alan and the Primordial guys for 
letting me impinge on their studio time and to sir 
Billiam himself for being an absolute gentleman - 
Jamie Grimes. 


JG: Okay, you've done loads and loads of bands, but there's a 
couple records in particular you've done that are now sort of 
regarded as landmarks. One of them, obviously is "Through 
Silver In Blood" by NEUROSIS.. 


JG: Was the process of recording that as intense as the actual 
end product? 


ad 


JG: They come across as 
A " 


uG: I'm gonna get off NEUROSIS here, cos the record I want to 
know about is "Soundtrack for the Blind" by SWANS. There was a 
lot I going on on that record. I don't know how thoroughly you 
were involved, I know you were involved in parts.. 


JG: So you've worked with everybody's favourite bands..if you'd 
only ever just worked with the MELVINS that would have been 
enough! 
BA: When I first 
happy"! And ¢ 
few years and e st happened and 
player and they knew that th 
he lived in England and had 
s to fulfil ar 
they were playin 


played a 
Manhattan Sherato: 


JG: When you work with someone, are you literally just there to 
record, or you there to give your opinion or does it vary? 


tid a 


JG: You've recorded some of the heaviest bands on the face of 
the earth. You've also done RED HOUSE PAINTERS. Does it get on 
Your nerves when people presume you're this guy who only does 
heavy stuff? 


“J S 


JG: Do you take things personally? I mean some people must be 
easier to work with than others. 
BA: Ye is a lot $ sith 


Waiting Room. Composition by Graham Lynch. 


“Hey have you heard of this band Waiting Room?" 
"Yeah, they're the Cork guys who lost all their equipment in some 
fire at their rehearsal space right? 
"Yeah, and then on the eve of their biggest tour to date with the 
UG: Okay, so I want to ask you about your current bands. PORN é = 7 country 2d H unmentionable ‘Bastions of Irish Indie Rock™’, they had their gear 
are going on tour shortly, right? r S ng 
} , that sucks major label donkey balls. Are they 
"You know I couldn’t tell ya! I just heard about them on Thumped! 
JG: Is there anything you feel you wouldn't do? Hey, I got the new Wolf Eyes album. Wanna check it out?" 
JG: BLESSING THE HOGS as well, what's happening with them? BA: I've turned m stuff based on the fact 
BA: ( ma band. 7 ie x r tk 2 


Ge 


Considering the tumultuous events of the past two years, it would be 

easy, and to a degree, understandable, to affiliate Cork band 

Waiting Room simply to a list of unfortunate occurrences and portray 

them as victims of the quintessential scum which populate this 

Island of ours, without ever hearing a note of their music. But then 

there is also the positives to consider! If Waiting Room are victims 

of their own circumstances, they are also proof positive that doing 

JG: Is that from the punk background or.. ‘ things your own way (I think its called DIY?) can reap great 

JG: You seem to be working constantly, so does it make it BA: Yeah. ame fx axl 1 that. My wu ng. E rewards. They put on their own gigs, brought bands from around (and 

difficult? Is it hard to tour and stuff? All my family was with a very st work >. IT ha s indeed outside) the country to play with them, who in turn helped 

BA: i. 1 pably yo ¢ long tours >ause ; > v m wh v when we Waiting Room with gigs in their respective parts, released a so-so 

Raphi 4 rc rn hot f ‘debut’ album before following it up with the superb Catering For 

Headphones and have continued to climb since. There was the bands 

triumphant turn at Oxegen. The tour with Glen and co was a success 

overall, exposing the band to larger audiences over Ireland, there 

was the three week tour of the States as well as a number of well 

received gigs in the UK and only in the past few weeks (at the time 

of writing) there was a Meteor Award nomination for Best New Irish 

Band! There is often talk of label interest surrounding the five 

piece of Nigel (vocals & guitar), Dave (bass) and Wayne (drums), 

Rory ( also of Ten Past Seven on guitar) and Jamie (guitar, keys, 

backing vocals), but if that's the case, then this talk is falling 

on deaf ears, This isn't music for success sakes! I mean, yeah it's 

great to get the opportunity to hang with the Snoop D 0 Double G in 

the Point Depot. Yeah, I’m sure it must be somewhat exciting to have 

Slint guitarist Dave Pajo personally invite you to open for his band 
at Vicar Street, But surely the music must come first right? " 
obviously the music is the most important thing," says Wayne. 

band 9 has to be if you're in a band. Otherwise what's the point?" Waiting 

i. iar ene : az “ \ Room have, over the past few years through extensive touring and 

JG: I believe you're involved in ASVA. : ; s ay 5 \ : continuous writing, evolved into a mich different outfit fren the 

I be I one which began as a one-man-and-his-band project. Catering for 

Headphones shared many traits with the likes of Fugazi, Sonic Youth, 

the Redneck Manifesto, Mogwai and, while they may deny the 

similarities, vocalist Nigel could often bring to mind the hushed 

and fragile tones of Mercury Rev’s enigmatic Jonathan Donahue. 

However, on recent live showings, the new material has again 

deviated to represent a new chapter for the band. Denis, the bands 

contribution to the most recent Road Relish series, proved to be the 

sound of a band who have gained considerable confidence in their 

abilities as well as those around them. It was concise, perfectly 

structured indie, underpinned with taut percussive dynamics and 

bass, a mantra-like guitar motif and a vocal melody as introverted 

as it was completely beguiling. And all in under two minutes. It was 

also surprisingly upbeat (to this writers ears anyway), a trait 

which did not really appear on Catering."We didn’t make a conscious 

decision to write the way we write," explains Nigel. "Having gigged 

and practiced as a band together so much in the past few months, 

says Dave, “we've built up an understanding, and our songwriting has progressed as a result. Melody and structure have always been the most 

important aspects of songwriting for us as a band, and we have really focused on these elements this time around. "As Waiting Room prepare 

to one up themselves and progress in the artistic stakes, is it a going concern over the commercial aspect? With the last album a critical 

success (recently voted number 70 in the Hotpress 100 Best Irish Albums - Musicians Poll), the afore mentioned Frames tour and Oxegen slot, 

and a nod from the industry for a job well done, are commercial expectations mounting? "Put it this way. It would be great to make a living 

from playing music, says Dave. "The whole Meteor thing was strange," says Wayne. "It was cool to get a nomination, but it’s not really 

important in the grand scheme of things." "And of course we want to do better again then we did with Headphones," adds Dave. “In the end, it 

all comes down to making progress. But the most important progress for us to make as a band is that we keep trying to make good albums and 

we keep evolving as musicians. Otherwise there’s no point." "And besides," adds Nigel, “if commercial success played such a big part, the 

music would probably end up sounding terrible." All of which brings me back to the original point of Waiting Room being a band with a story 

lacking a soundtrack. When people talk about Waiting Room now, it’s not because the have behind them an almost tragic-comedy storyline. It’s 

because their music is worthy of your attention. It’s probably time for some ‘Like a Phoenix from the flames’ quip now, right? Fuck that! 

This isn’t Hotpress we're writing for! 


ae 7 estes www.waitingroomfun.com 


eye he 


JG: So keeping a degree of integrity is obviously very 
important to you. 
BA: Very impor 


BA: elie m. One 


Jamie 
Grimes 

puts PD'sJR 
to the sword! 


A)Hi Ir, how's itgoing. 1 

Suppose the easiest place to start 

is the fact that you just toured 

Japan with Nasum, Napalm Death 

and AC. How did that go? Was it 

your first trip outside the US as a 

band? Are you not completely sick 

of blast beats now after touring 

with that line up for a while?! 

It was my first trip outside of the U.S, 

and it was a complete mindfick. It was so surreal that 
Im stilf not totally convinced that it actually happened. 
All the promoters and the other bands were totally coo! 
and the audiences were very excited about the lineup. 
All the bards just stepped up and tried to out 

grind everybody else, so the shows were pretty 
extreme. We had such a great time, | have no idea how 
we're gonna top it, you know? 


2)I understand the new album “Terrifier" is 
going to be twocds, oneof which is made up of 
One 30 minute song or something like that...I'’m 
Quessing based on that and from the track that's 
doping the rounds as an mp3 at the moment that 
this new album is going to be very different from 
“prowler™. Was there an intentional decision to 
try and do something different musically again or 
was the progression just something that 
happened naturally? The track I've heard 
seemed to have more emphasis on creating a 
mood rather than blasting away...is that a fair 
assessment of how the music has come out this 
time around? 

I think that particular song ‘s definitely more about 
mood thar blasting away, but don't think for a second 
that it represents the album as a whole. There's a 
couple curve balls to be sure, but this record to my ears 
fsat least 200% more manic and pissed off than 
"“Prowler’. Plus I think the songs are way more fluid and 
well put together...keep in mind that I've been marred 
to the damn thing for two years now, so my opinion's 
Just a bit biased, but I'm pretty confident that anybody 
who liked "Prowler" will dig the first disc. As far as the 
second disc though, we really have no fdea how people 
are going to react. It was an experiment for uson 
almost every level, I feel like we really challenged 
ourselves. I guess weil justhave to wait and see what 
everybody else thinks. 


3)The new album is apparently a "concept 
album", and I've seen elsewhere that you've kind 
of written a story for theliner notes. Can you 
give anything away about the storyline on the 
album or are we just going to have to wait and 
see? How did the idea ofa concept record come 
up? 

T don't know...it's weird to me because the term 
“concept album" kind of insinuates that there's going to 
be some specific theme or statement, and I don't know 
if there is...to me, the lyrics and the stories aren't 
literally connected but they both grew from similar 
ideas, so someone could connect them if they wanted 
to. I'm just using my words to try to add some colour 
and mood to the music, kind of the same way 2 
soundtrack compliments a fim. I dont know if that 
makes any sense...As far as details on the story itself... 
don't know...I'm the type that if I start trying to explain 


MTN just keep going and going until I give it all away, 
so I should really just keep my mouth shut. Sorry. 


4)I imagine trying to structurea story over a 
certain amount of music and try to get it to fit 
must have been a lot of work - how long did the 
writing process take? Is it achallenge you would 
put yourself through again? 

There's still some mixing and artwork issues to sort out, 
but the music is pretty much done, and you know, even 
though we've been working on it for over two years 
now, weve been having so much fun that it's flown by. 
J think all three of us feel that this is the best record 
we've ever done, and I think all three of us want to 
make the next one even better. 


5)Sothe lyrics on "prowler" are still something 
of a talking point, I'm just curious about how 
other people have reacted to them, and what 
kind of feedback you've had since. Have you had 
any hassle from people about them? Does it piss 
you off when people have this image 

of you as maybe being this psychopath when 
that's not actually the case? 

That's a very interesting question. There's this great 
Oscar Wilde quote, which pretty much sums up my 
thoughts on the subject, he said "There is no such thing 
a5 a moral or immoral book, only good or bad." I can't 
speak for anybody else, obviously, but for me art isan 
emotional expression; it's about what I'm feeling in my 
heart, not what I'm thinking with my rational mind. It's 
like, I don't think I would ever murder somebody, 
because morally, 1 know it's not the right thing to do, 
but then there's those times where you're so 
emotionally traumatized and confused and your 
stomach's in knots and youre seeing red and morality 
becomes blurred. I'm just trying to be honest about 
what I'm feeling, you know? Sometimes people 
confront me, and I'm happy to sit down and have a 
dialogue or whatever, but I don't really feel obligated to 
defend or justify what I do. It’s funny, ‘cause I've 
always thought of them as sad little love songs... 


6) In addition to the album and the liner notes 
that go with it, correct me if I'm wrong but I 
read somewhere that you're writing a book? 
How is that coming along? Is writing 
novels/fiction something you want to pursue 
outside of the band in general? What kind of 
stuff influences the writing ... I've seen you talk 
about being into stuff like Baudelaire and Dennis 
Cooper and films by people like Jodorowsky and 
David Lynch...would it be fair to say you like 
things that are slightly surreal in general? 

I've started work on a couple different things, but Im 
Just never in a rush. Hopefully I'll write a novel at some 
point, but I'm totally content just doing music right 


) lappetite'tor the 
surreal, Pwould s: 
that's a fair statement. 
As a reader I'm not picky 
about where a story takes me, as 
fong as it's somewhere I've never 
been, you know? I like writers who 
Just run wild and dare me to keep up 
with them. I just finished "The Place 
of Dead Roads" by William S. 
Burroughs, that's exactly how that 
book is. It's just raw imagination. 


7)L know Scott has a couple of 

other projects like AnB, but I 

know lately you were/are part 
of Hissing Choir. What's going on with that? Has 
HC called it a day? Will there actually be a record 
at some point? And pardon me for being cheeky, 
but I'm guessing there was a bit of on a SWANS 
influence going on with that band? 
Hissing Choir is in a state of flux right now, that's about 
all I can really say. I've been so obsessed with 
“Territyer” that HC has unfortunately suffered because 
of it. There's definitely a big SWANS influence, but 
moreso early Sonic Youth, My Bloody Valentine, The 
Birthday Party, that sort of thing. Everybody's kind of 
doing different projects at the moment, but I have 
hopes that we'll resurrect it sometime this year. 


8)Speaking of Scott, is the music entirely his 
thing in PD or do you all contribute? Is he a bit of 
a 

taskmaster?! 

Scott will usually come to practice with a couple riffs 
and a couple arrangement ideas, then the three of us 
try to make it into a song. Scott and Brian are both 
really good with just coming up with cool shit on the 
spot, so they usually come together pretty easily. Scott 
does push us really hard, but he's always cool about it. 


9) Have to ask about some of your choice of 
covers...you've done covers of tunes by Helmet, 
Melvins, Stooges and The Dwarves, which i think 
is really really cool to see a grind band do, 
especially as you haven't ever really tried to fuck 
with them and ruin them in the process. I'm 
guessing then that you lot have pretty wide 
record collections and tastes, which 
unfortunately a lot of people who like this kind of 
music maybe don't have. Was covering these 
songs maybe a way of trying to turn kids into PD 
onto bands they might ordinarily not take any 
notice of? What kind of stuff are you listening to 
atthe moment? 

We don't really think them out so much, they just kind 
of..happen. It's like, you're sitting around in the 
Practice space drunk and ideas start getting thrown 
around and the next thing you know you're covering 
Dark Angel...J don't know. What am I listening to at the 
moment? Let's see... The Cure (always), The Geto Boys, 
Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds, Boris, Pantera, Afghan 
Whigs, The Coup, Nirvana, a million other things I'm 
sure. 


10)Okay Jr, thanks for your time...any last 
remarks or things you want to say? And one last 
thing...where or what exactly is "Ward Six"??? 
Just thanks for the interview and please check out our 
new record when it comes out! We're very proud of 
it...0h, and Ward Six is located between Wards Five 
and Seven...hope that clears it up for you. Later! 


Abin 1S THe $0.0 PRORECT PRO STEVE FAD. OnE UAL OF CAVEAT AR. L 
QUETER A> EXPERRTETEAL LONER TURE Af Sore ALL OT He nt Tk reed 
DET SELE AMLED dp Orr AIT Or A Laris RECORDS. Ceci LAT ARTE YO VE UD: eed fae 
. 


UFC: Whats windings? 
Steve: Me (Steve). Not too sure what the actual word means though. It just sounds nice I think. What's a “Trevor” anyway? 


UFC: The album has taken around 4 years to complete. Why so long? Does Windings go on hold at various times when say Giveamanakick are playing live or recording? 
Or is it down to you acting the ape? 

Steve: Ah, the ol’ patented “Mechan does 10 questions in one” trick. Well let me see, I've been recording things by myself on and off for about 4 years, not with releasing anything 
in mind or anything, just arsin* around really, Then after the first few solo gigs, GAMAK was formed and I got fully into that, Then after a while, I started the solo thing again, this 
time as Windings. So I decided I'd puta Cd-r together, then Out On A Limb expressed an interest in a possible album so I stuck one together with previously recorded songs and 
some newer ones too, Windings goes on hold for GAMAK, yeah, Gonna do small gigs and tours with Windings, and big mad ones with GAMAK. I'm no ape. 


UFC: I've noticed you've had a nice bit of press of late in stuff like the Limerick Post, Inside Cork, Evening Echo...whos pushing for that? Cos they're doing a good job! 
Steve: That's the Out On A Limb lads, they're not just extremely pretty faces. 


UFC: Whos writing the bio shit though...1 mean with quotes like this... “Lo-fi acoustic, scuzzy rock, woozy instrumentals and ambient electronica you sound like 4 
separate bands...seriously who's writing that? 

Steve: That'd be me. I know it’s a bit all over the place, but f always find it hard to describe whatever music I'm doing, so 1 went with all those lovely words to distract people, You 
have my phone number if you'd like to discuss it further 


+ the Evening Echo call “noise rocker Steve Ryan”! U think I'll refer to you as that from now on. “Noise rocker”... that’s one for the headstone! 
eah, it’s always “Noisenik” or “Noise Rocker", how bad, better than “singer songwriter” anyway... 


So noise rocker Steve Ryan...You're a Dinosaur Jr freak ...and it shows on the more rocky songs... but what other stuff helps create the Windings songs? 
Especially the quieter stuff. 
Steve: Ammm, [dunno really, usually whatever I'm listening to at the time. | know that sounds shit, but if I hear something on the radio or something, and it’s pure shit, but it has 
this one cool bar of keyboard or drums, I'll usually go off and try and come up with some riff or song based around that one bar. [dunno where the songs come from really, all { 
know is that lend up getting really ratty if | don’t finish them in the fastest time possible. Cos they might stop coming someday, and then I might have to get a job. [like movies a 
bit too much,and I find songwriting easier after watching movies. Especially Wes Anderson or Todd Solondz movies. 


UFC: How come the quieter stuff outweighs the louder more rocky stuff? 
Steve: Because it's alot easier to record quieter stuff by yourself’, Although [ recorded “Postal” and “...is to succeed” at home, so that doesn't make sense. | dunno, | can’t play the 
quieter stuff with GAMAK I guess, so | use it for Windings. 


jomething ["m gonna do is burn up the cd with the rocky songs left out...its gonna be my hangover cd ™ Is that something you're cool with? 
m cool with that yo, ‘sup? 


UFC: So I've heard a bitabout the recording of the album and how it was recorded in your bedroom, and house and what not...did you not record a bit in the toilet? And 
how cheap did the whole thing work out? Can you share the knowledge on home recordings to any Interested parties out there? 

Steve: Yeah, it was mostly recorded in my house. | recorded “Cathedrals” live out in Rock On Studios with Seanie “Sean Harrold, and Mark © Connor played and recorded drums 
for “Princess” in Balls Of Iron Studios. Richard Bourke from OOAL recorded a couple of vocal tracks and quieter songs with his portable studio. He sat out by the washing machine 
recording, and I sat in my bedroom playing. And { did the rest up in BackRoom Studios in the back room of my house. Didn't work out too expensive at all because all of the above 
people are exiremely cool. As for knowledge on home recordings. | don't know too much about it, { kind off wing it. My hard disk corrupted halfway through mixing though, that 
was pretty shit. Yeah, so don’t trust computers, that’s my knowledge. 


UFC: Just on the recording in your bedroom thing...is that why the vocals sounds like “lazy - just got out bed” ™ vocals? 
+ Yup, except more kind of “hurry up -1 want to go to bed” vocals 


UFC: I think the first time I su do the solo show was supporting Owls (great band, great shi weird kinda cheeky fuckers though) where you did the whole one 
man and his electric guita slater you opened for French Toast and you had ner of pedals and shit happening and the sound was immense for 
one person and it was completely different...and then just last week I saw you supporting Rest and you had Liam Marley with you but it was more of a relaxed affair. 
Whats going on? 

Steve: I'd like windings shows to be different all the time, that Owls show was one of my first. They were great, but the people at the gig seemed really angered by them fur some 
reason. The one with Liam down in Cork supporting Rest was a weird one cos We're pure quiet and everybody was there for the rock, Still went ok though, I like effects pedals, cos 
they open up the sound when there’s only one instrument and voice there. and then with an extra person you can do even more, ur less as the case may be. [dunno what I'm on 
about, 


°: So your old Tooth buddy Marley has been playing recently with you. Why? Hes bad luck...what with all the bands he has been in that have broken up. 
h [know, he gave me this hat for my bihday. and his birthday was 3 days before mine and { got him shit all, so 1 felt obliged to bring him on tour or something, That's 
how it happened, | swear. He won't break me though, although he is trying, 


UFC: Whats with the cartoon artwork on your releases? I'm afraid to say it looks like something a kid would do cos Ereckun you've done the artwork! 

Steve: Yeah, it does. but that's the idea, When 1 was doing the Cu-rs, | got my sisters and my gultriend to help th the covers, cos each cd-r had a different hand made cover. 
So when it came to the album art. I went with my two favourite ones, neither of which had been drawn by me. Again. you have my phone number if you'd like to discuss it 
farther 


0 When are you going to thank me for introducing you to The Dagda? 
Some other time... preity shit hot ed though 


UFC: The best place to start is the Revolution Of ASun 
history to date... didn't [R]OAS form from the ashes of 
Half Mast? 

Noel: It's along and very uninteresting story but we did sort 
of form from the ashes of Half Mast. At this stage only me 
and one of the vocalists were in Half Mast. 


UFC: So theres a couple of French lads in the band. 
How did they come to join? Where in France are they 
from? Whats in like with them in the band? Do they get 
Cork humour? 

Noel: Well our drummer is French and so is our singer. They 
all joined by lucky accident really but we're happy to have 
them. The drummer is from Britanny and the singer is 
practically from Luxembourg. Being in a band with them is 
nuts to be honest. Actually the whole band is chaos. It's like 
watching brownian motion in human form, just all these 
people banging off each other. Our drummer has lived in 
Ireland for so long now that he actually has a Cork accent. 
The singer is as daft as a brush. They get Cork humour 
probably better than us at this stage. 


UFC: Whos the new bass player? He seems to have 
settled in instantly...he looks very comfortable....has 
he a previous history I bands? What happened the last 
fella? 

Noel: The bass player was the engineer on "Titan". He's being 
playing in bands for years mainly black metal bands but he 
lives with three other members of [R]OAS so I think all the 
crust wore him down ha ha ha. He is a very good musician 
and an audio nut so all in all it's great to have him in the 
band. Our last bass player Johnny moved to the Isle of Man 
to teach maths to kids. Johnny is a fucking lovely guy but 
he's really on his element when he is traveling. He normally 
works a year the travels for 6 months etc etc. Hopefully 
someday he'll do something again with us. 


UFC: So whats the current line up? 

Noel : the current line up is pat drums, eoin vocals + drums, 
kristoph vocals, jer bass, kenny guitar, me guitar, leo 
everything else haha. 


UFC: How do you find the whole 6 band member set up 
works? Does being a six piece restrict the band? Maybe 
when it comes to getting time off work etc., to go play 

live gigs? 

Noel: It's not that bad because we don't play live that often 


So we all know well in advance when the gigs are happening. 
The main problem seems to be people breaking bones. So far 
4 people in the band have broken something below the knee 
cap and I fucked my back diving at a Naut reunion gig. 


UFC: Your highlight to date must be supporting 
Converge in Dublin. Correct? 

Noel: Have to say thanks to Damien from Easpa Measa for 
that. It was a good gig and we enjoyed ourselves but at the 
same time it was just a gig. What made it good for us was 
not the fact that we got to play with Converge or more people 
got to hear us. It was just the fact that someone asked us to 
play in Dublin with a biggish band. I'm always grateful when 
People ask us to play gigs so if it was a toilet in Leitrim then 
I'd be just as chuffed to be honest. 


UFC: Didnt you do some touring in France in last year? 
How did that go for you all? 

Noel: France was very good looking back at it. Alright there 
was one nightmare where we played for 20 minutes and ran 
Out of the place but the rest of the gigs were very good. The 
level of hospitality and friendliness we received over there 
made-me feel very bad about what bands have to put up with 
when they come to Ireland. Granted it's a hell of a lot 
cheaper in France but these people went seriously out 

of there way to feed us, put us up and have a good time with 
us. 


UFC: I hear you're off to France again soon? 

Noel: Yeah we're heading over at the end of June. It's just a 
short trip/holiday for us. We're playing Nantes, Angers, Brest, 
Paris, Port Poisson. It should be a good one, I hope. 


UFC: "Titan" was your first recording. To be honest I 
thought it was a poor recording, quality wise. Would 
you agree? Disagree? Did you put it in shops? Or sell at 
gigs only? How did it all work out for you? 

Noel: Yeah listening back "Titan" has a whole heap of shit 
wrong with it but at the time we had been going for two years 
so we were delighted with the fact that we had recorded 
something. Plus a friend of ours did it and he was well cool. 
The drums came out pretty poor but we rushed it and 
Probably did way too much in the timeframe. 


UFC: "Tokamak" is the latest recording...its massive 
sounding...really captures what the band are 
about...heavy, loud, aggressive, in your face music... 


believe you recorded with an ex-Cyclefly member...tell 
us about that and how you ended up recording with 
him? 

Noel: We recorded "Tokamak" with Ciaran O Shea from 
Cyclefly. The man is as sound as they come, real gent. And 
he likes recording heavier bands. Plus he knows his shit 
backwards. We ended up recording 8 guitar tracks using 4 
different amps, 3 

separate guitars and 4 

different distortions. And it 

cost us a hell of a lot less 

than doing it in a proper 

studio. Ciaran also did El 

Bastardo and he's a friend 

of ours so he had no 

problem doing stuff for us. 

Normally he records biggish 

stuff but he was sound 

about doing heavy stuff with 

us. 


UFC: Were there any 
lessons learned between 
recording "Titan" and 
recording "Tokamak"? 
Your style seems to have 
evolved year on 

year since you began 
Why would you say this 
has occurred? 

Noel: "Titan" was a shock 
for us because we had never 
and I mean never heard our 
stuff back in two years. 
Never recorded it and 
listened back or anything. 
So we were surprised that 
we played so fast hahaha. 
The songs on "Titan" have 
the same style as the songs 
on "Tokamak" just 
“Tokamak has a far better 
sound. The lessons learned 
are to take your time and 
not get drunk before 
recording. Since then we've 
recorded "sacrifice-hell- 
routine" which is a bit 
slower than other stuff but 

I think it comes out heavier. 


UFC: What does the title 
“Tokamak" refer to? 
Noel: Tokamak is a nuclear 
fusion reactor that is being 
developed in cooperation 
with the French and 
Japanese governments. If it 
Proves successful then it's 
going to bea real 
sustainable green 
alternative to polluting 
energy sources. Our 
drummer came up with it so 
he would know better than I would. 


UFC: Did you do anything with ‘Tokamak' yet? How can 
people get it? 

Noel: Christ, it took us ages to get the thing printed up. 
We're selling it/giving it away. If anyone wants a copy just 


[rleas: 


email revolutionofasun.mail@gmail.com. If you send us an 
envelope with stamps in it then we'll send it back with a CD. 


UFC: So theres a new 3 song recording “Sacrifice-Hell- 

Routine” on the go now as well? What are you going to 

do with that? The title is class! 

Noel: We think it sounds pretty good, well we would wouldn't 

we. It's slower than stuff we've done previously and it sounds 
a bit more rocky but we're 
getting old and can't play 
that fast anymore Also it's 
got a serious Breach 

“worship thing going on, 

which makes us happy. 
We're putting it out just as 
a 2 euro demo since it's 
only 9 minutes. We 
have gotten some interest 
from people who might put 
it out so that might happen 
as well. Also some people 
have mentioned putting out 
other stuff for us so we'll 
just have to wait and see 
what happens there. It's 
very nice that the feedback 
has been so good for it so 
far. Anyways the reason 
why it's called "Sacrifice- 
Hell-Routine" is because it's 
3 songs rolled into one 
song. We do it the same 
live. 


UFC: I’m suggesting you 
combine it with 
Tokamak and release it 
as an ep or something? 
Noel: Thats probably what 
we're going to do. Buy 1 
get one free. 


UFC: What are the plans 
going forward for the 
band over the 

coming months — any 
live shows in Ireland 
outside of Cork? 

Noel: The plans at the 
moment are just to play a 
few gigs around the 

place. We have three 
coming up in Cork with The 
Boy You Hit Is Dead, who 
will no doubt blow us off the 
stage, best Irish band since 
The Dagda, then Doom 102 
in the summer and 
Snowblood in September. 
Outside of Cork I don't 
know. It's a massive pain in 
the ass getting to play 
outside of Cork because 
only one of us has what you 
could call a car so the logistics of getting the six of us in semi 
road worthy vehicles is a headache, if it wasn't for Leo I 
doubt we'd be able to even play in Cork. 
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{think they only played 2 gigs. As for Crispo, well how much space do you have? Conor will 
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FC: Asa collective of musicians you're new to the Irish DIY sceneso an introduction i 
‘obviously the best place to start steing as individuals — you've all got history and 
attachment with the Irish DIY scen 
Mickey: Well as ya know myselfand Fi were in The Poke a few years ago, Tinse wal 


AY 


probably fill ya in on all of Crispos bands, but I'll give ita go “Bleeding Rectum/Pink Turds i 

Space/Braw1/ think he was in Jobbycrust for a while/the Dagda/Toffee Hammers, wel 

she was tellira us there was a crust festival in the Warzone a few years with me bands pli 

‘and he was playing drums in 8 of them!!! 

jConor: The five of us have history all right, the others have all been in different ‘bands on the Iris 

punk scene whereas this is my first band. I've been involved in punk in Ireland and London for 

over twenty years in various guises, from being a speccy teenage punk to squatting for years, doing] 

zines, organising many gigs and festivals and trying to keep active and involved and all that entails] 
having, to provide punk etiquette training to drunk young lads from small towns and the like — the] 
asual! Crispo has probably been in more bands than any other person in Ireland including those all 

ing Rectum, still when your in so many bands... he was boundto get lucky once! 
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FC: Central location is non existent to the Freebooters... members hail from all over Irelan 
lyet you’ ve still managed to rehearse, write songs, record a demo oat play afew 
joes it all work out?| 4 
fickcey: Itcan get pretty ridiculous, myself and Fi are based in Limerick obviously, Conor lives i 
village outside New Ross in Wexford, Thomas lives in Dublin and Crispo lives in Drogheda so its 
lite an effort to get.us all in one place at one time. We've actually only managed to practice fo 
times, between work and school and some of the lads have kids so its pretty difficult to get the timejas 
© practice. So we just think playing gigsis abeter use ofthe tine, although some major knuckling 
lown after November to write a new set, and geta lot fuckin ance Z 
Torea: Ina way it’s been a blessing in disguise, because I don't have to hang around with thoselgg 
ejits! Only messing, it”s been good in a way because either through necessity or misplaced self: 
onfadence, we've skipped acting 
laying gigs. 
Conor: Distance is a problem, Roy Keane and Mick Me ‘Cathy are probably closer than us lot are! 


nard whea we have had the chance to practice or gig/record. I suppose also because we are all a bit] 
older and have a few resources behind usin terms of transport, jobs etc that we can afford to travel] 
long distances to do stuffas well. Obviously it'd be a lot easier if we all lived in the same town butl 
ae just get on with it, 120 miles to practice etc. seca oaoeadabhee ok ee eats 
4 Z 
£,,UFC: Whats the sto 
or what? 
Fiorea: 1 think we've given away a CDR of those tracks to everyone even vaguely interested we've} 
met in the last few weeks and what with them being on the site too, I don’t think _ 's any point 
in further polishing them up into a demo. The next step is maybe an album Ra 
Mickey: Ya I suppose its a demo, We're going recording again in December/January ai hopefull 
between the songs on the demo and the new ones there should be enough songs for an Lp. As 
Conor said on his first listen "there"s bound to be some fuckin ejit in Germany wholll put thisiamy 
out!” 
Conor: 1 


with the soi 


Le Za 
ink its great to be able to down oad music For free, Tiapend alot of time downloading 


wlttrobscure Punk and Oiso its only proper that our own stuff was available to download, we usually 


oz 


AAMPUA Aa eaeanrerenenen) 


have some CDR Demo versions available at gigs which we aim to sell cheaply but usually end up 
giving away to anyone who expresses any interest in us whatsoever, it’s a good job we are into t 
being DIY cause we'd be crap business people. The “demo” version goes by the name of “Smell 
the Boot”. You can copy and print the cover from the website and then download and bum the 
tracks yourself, DIY demo making. , 4 % 5 
H % Hie Z i 
UFC: You recorded at Balls of Iron in Limerick? How together were the band before you 
recorded and how did recording go? Do then someone going for a slash at the end ott 
“Sunday Morning’? 4 % 
“Conor: The recording went really well, the Le onitis 
different to what Lexpected, very time consuming and a lot of sitting around talking shite waiting 


hie « 
ie re bane, practicing and so on, and have gone straight intoggenyagg 


For me the thing has been that because it's so hard to get together to do stuff we have worked reall yey 
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‘second long Seneca Thomas was the guilly party on the “Ie eta piss down on tape” episod: 
Not el os Bdder on Reb We sounds of things. 


UFC: So the GGI Fest, was in Groningen, Holland this y year. You lot piyel ‘Any tales of 
debauchery you want to share? Give us a run down of the fest as well, 
adly I'll have to plead “I was on me holidays” on this one, a great weekend but [ defe 
de a pig of myself all weekend — fair play to those who organised it. Runnin Riot were amazin 
It do know. 
jona: The beer in the squat bar was 5Oc, which made the unorthodox toilet facilities alot m: 
acceptable. 
Mickey: Im not sure about tales of debauchery, Crispo spent a week in hospital upon his return, 
Ait was a fuckin great laugh ,and a big shout out to Robbie from Fleas and Lice ,who yet again 
treated us ridiculously well, Yer too fuckin nice Robbie!!! The Freebooters got to the final of the 
football competition and lost by 1 dodgy goal, other than that the fest is a bit ofa blur. Stand out 
ABbands were Moutpiece, Rat Patrol from Gronigen and Runnin’ Riot. A top weekend and here’: 
Hooking forward to next year!!!! ti A 
oo % 
jum and Germany planned. Whos organizing all these trips to 
‘iona: We're getting al these gigs by being checky (a¢gegiee «ae oA as LC 
Hickey: That's all Conor, pullin in favours owed a long timel! if 
“onor: From being an old lad and putting on lots of gigs for bands in Europe [have a lot of mate: 
fand connections in the heart of the Fortress so most of the gigs have come about that way, we hav 
ABother offers for gigs in Italy and Spain etc so hopefully we will keep on going averseas as much a 
laying in Ireland. It’s great fun going to other countries to play and seeing the difference betweei 
jifferent scenes and cultures, discussing the local political and cultural situation and then ending 1 
inking, smoking and talking total shite and cating falafel regardless. I reckon that once the othe: 
ave met all these people and have the connections themselves I'll be out of the band for some, 
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FC: Who writes the lyrics? It’s such a varied bunch of themes... from serious issues lik 
olice violence to fun stuff like skinheads falling in love and drinking songs. 
My Mickey: Conor and Thomas mostly, mysclf and Fi penned Paddy Hitler other than that tis al 
Hlads.| War Li} 
‘lorea: Mickey and me were trying to write a song about Tony Cascarino but that hasn't really) 


forked out. The lids seem to have an endless supply of lyrics — probably because they're such 
llshitters| fis-ialed ei -ualee lh 


Most of the lyrics are written by myself and Thomas with group brainstorming sessions tc 


‘on 
ie The Freebooters peddle.t. Le Le WLICUILUCLUL LR ill in the gaps. There's no official policy but we do try to have a mix of the serious and the= 


humorous, preaching bands can be annoying in an evangelical way but obviously there's alot off, 
fucked up shit in the world. Ina way I think our lyrics are a pretty accurate reflection of the Irish} 
punk scene as! knowit, concerned about the world, trying to do our best to challenge things but} 
Falso wanting to have abit of fun, afew drinks, a bit of a dance and not get uptight about it all.” 
Some of the lyrics also come about from us joking around and messing when we practice, we 
tually have a few stupid “joke” covers of our own songs, for example we do Anti Family Aunti 
fas a cover of Anti Fascist Auntie which is itself a cover— confusing 3} | 


APMUFC: “Anti Fascist Auntie” and “That Book Belongs To Me” are both inspired by other. 
Haband songs, they haven't been recorded yet, will they be recorded or are they. early songs 
2%; fyou’ ve discarded already or perhaps just live vongs "Meee ot E § 

P#MMickey: No plans to record them, theyre just fun to play live, and wind Colin Riot up a 


sure if we'll discard them but they were a good place to start! 


Hi 
EO Fiona: We've already had one gig review which called us an oi! covers band, and those were the! 
Ply coves we ey 


‘onor: We have alot of ideas for new songs to put together over the winter fora fresh onslau 
ihe spring so I reckon they will probably cnd up as “end of the night” live songs. Doubt if we 
‘ould record “That Book ...” without Cocksparrer wanting royalties anyway, The nearest Runnin 
Riot ever got to a Royalty d deal was those che Charles and Di tea towels in Colin's house so the 
should beall right! 73 
Ec crrevceeeite. 
FC: “Backbiting Dublin Song”. Explain. 
fickey: I let conor answer that! 
‘onor: The song’s really about people who try and put other people down for not having th 
correct image for acertain style and people who like to bitch and backbite rather than actuall 
‘ontribute themselves and theres always been a tradition of this in Dublin for some reason. Thou; 
e area Streetpunk / Oi band some of us aren't really fashion conscious punks or “traditional” | 
Lskins or anything so the song is sarcastically trying to help out the slaggers by giving them the li 
‘o throw at us ready made lines to throw at us“You have to admit you never had a Ben Sherman” 
Actc. I went to a few gigs by The Blades as a punk when they had a brass section and a big Moc 
following in the mid eighties and got a load of shit off Mods for not dressing smart so its not jus 
Punks or Skins who do this, I'm too old to be part of a youth culture anyway soI have to admit I 
ouldn’t get too much of this these days, people either know me or think I’m someone's Dad cor 
tocallect them. Padedbe vie ese 
eo 
UFC: Whats the story behind “Skinhead Love Song” and is based on an actual event? Have 
Ryanair contacted you to use the song/yrics in an ad campaign yet 
Conor: It's about having to take off your steel toe cap boots at the x-ray machine at the airport an 
falling in love with a skinhead girl who is doing the same thing at the next x-ray machine. It's 
made up song, if you'd ever got the smell when certain members of The Freebooters. take off the 


Ryanair terminal iu Dablin Aigo apparently. 


ally good I think, Recording siabiecRinciniaiae pore nee % 


UFC: I see AFA (Anti Fascist Action Treland) have a link on your website.. 


sburfor your turn, I thought it was all going to be taking cocaine with Kate Moss and the like rathern¢fseseeesreeerecirsomething you support...are any members actively involved with them? What sort o 
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than reading old copies of The Irish Times white waiting for Mickey to do the S™ ake of some 18 
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the current climate in Ireland due to ie influx of refugees and Lo 


defiantly be supporters. asa Anti Fascist Action is a non-Political single-issue group, with a 
sry simple agenda “NO PLATFORM FOR FASCISTS”. So what this means is stopping any’ 
group trying to organize, leaflet, “debate” on the far right. AFA has been criticised by the liberal 
ft for its “bully boy” tactics, but these things have to be dealt with at their roots or else you 18 
Bhave what’s happening in most of Europe and Russia at the moment, gangs of nazis given free$_ 
ign to attack and in many cases Kill the most vulnerable people in society, in Russia particularly 
feguathere’s gangs of nazis just going around murdering any homeless people they find. I sure as fiuck 
lon”t want to live ina country where that is an issue and if a few heads get smacked along the way 
gso be it, There’s a good quote “ Fascism doesn’t begin with concentration camps, that’s where it 


nds!" These things just have to be nipped in the bud. That’s why Justin Barrett wasn’t allowed,____ 7] 


ispeak by us, at a““debate” in UCD recently, Why the launch of the Immigration Control Party was 


istopped in Ennis, Why David Irving was stopped speaking in Cork. These were all minor victories’ 


for our movement, but I think like ya said with the current climate in this country bigger tests are 
Peegeaicad!!! For the record if yer aware of any racist activity or graffiti in your area let us know ag 
iti Fascist Action, PO BOX 3355, Dublin 7. Or through the internet 2 
Bwww.geccities. convirishafa which should be updated soon! | 3 
ona: Lknow there are people reading this who'll say that we're “as bad as the fascists” for not 


allowing these people to have their say, but just think about how much free speech would bevehezsace: 


Eallowed is the far-right got their way. They don’t deserve to be given the luxury of free speech? 
because they would deny it to others, and people shouldn't get offended on their behalf cither! Just 
for the record, I do believe in freedom of expression and | wouldn't like to live in country where iff 
‘was illegal to express fascist opinions, I just think that the people expressing such oj 
be prepared to deal with the consequences. t 7A 
Conor: These are definitely interesting times in Ireland with a real change occurring, not sure] 
the word to use but there has been a real growth in numbers of people coming here to live 
‘from abroad, it’s not just the scaremongering of fascist idiots. I personally have no problem with it] 
I oppose all borders and nationalism but we necd to be honest about what’s happening rather tha 
immediately branding anyone who questions what is happening as a fascist, many ordinary people 
are bemused and confused by the change. The important thing is to discuss and debate with people 
about this rather than dismiss them outright as they are definitely eyed up as potential recruits by] 
ideological racists, to engage them in dialogue about intemationalism, the way capital i 
unhindered by borders while people are kept out of fortress Europe etc while taking on any attempy 
by fascists to organise publicly. For example in New Ross where I live in the last twelve months 
cover a 1,000 people from Eastem Europe have come to live in a town with a population of 6,000 so 
that’s a huge change and the government have done nothing to try and prepare the community o} 
local services such as schools for that or to address the concems that some people have about thel 
‘effects of that on jobs etc especially as some local employers are employing these people on lo 
ages and taking the piss. That's not racism, that's reality and people need to engage with thei 
communities and discuss the ideas involved, nationalism, identity etc so as these ideas can bef 
hallenged. There necds to be people challenging those that try to target their frustrations on people] 
ho are coming here rather than those in authority who are the real authors of their predicament 
There is definitely a need for people to be doing anti racist work in Ireland at the moment in my 
opinion as there is a lot of this type of “ignorant” prejudice around which could become organised] 
o the Travelling community have had experiences of the violent manifestation of state and non] 
[state racism for decades so that's also not unfeasible for new communities to experience] 
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UFC: Are there any other issues the bands support collectively or isitall personal choice? 
Conor: Well we are all cither veggies or vegans and would have other things in common, we're not 
some kind of stereotypical “Anti Fascist bands” who have ten songs about that as if there were no 
other causes out there.2 30% 
Mickey: Tis all personal choice really! There are 3 vegans and 2 veggies in the band 50 I suppose 
that’s sonething 8 that we'd collectively support by default! WARE chebsronsnceniinernioee 
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FC: Theres some Eircom league Here fans in your ranks...as a fellow EL fan I'm happ 
at where the league is but also see the need for more progression. Did any of ye see the] 
Genesis Report and what do you think ofits pees Would the erste of the premier ani 
first di 

Mickey: As ya know Trev, I’m an Athlone Town fan, have been since me auld lad took me downd 
to me first game at about 7, and jaysus times have changed in St. Mel’s park since then, Used to get 
crowds of 3 to 3500 at the games back then, last match we played against Galway Utd, which used 
to be a derby game, the gate was 150 people, How's aclub meant to survive with an attendance 3 
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Pike Field and L wasat matches there were 40 people ait, since ye've moved back to Rathbane 
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Feapplication for the second time in our history, but this should be just a formality as we have a 
jew stadium being built at the moment which should hopefully bring the crowds down next seasc 
fout if we don’t start getting results, that bubble will burst fairly quickly! I didn't read the whole o 
khe Genesis Report but it did read a synopsis of it, from my point of view it'll be great if Athlon 
involved but if not where does that leave us, and clubs like Limerick, Monaghan an 
Killkenny??? But there’s no doubt about it something needs to be done for the clubs representin, 
ig Dublin clubs, Dropheda| 

‘ork and Derry who always have huge support!!! 

“ona: I'm delighted cos Limerick’s new home is in my childhood neighborhood, and anythiny 

ould be a vast improvement on the Pike Field! Hopefully Limerick will scrape together th 

\oney to get proper changing rooms and who knows, maybe even a pub down there! There was é 

robbery of the pera ay ee in they were soi i merianis outn club merchandise out of recently though, Blood; 
patriotic scumbags (LLL LLL. 

Conor: Personally as a regular supporter aiid and the league in general I think there 
problems in relation to the number of teams who are in Dublin but I’m not sure the idea of grounc 
kharing as suggested in Genesis in Dublin is the way forward. I think an all Ireland league with tl 
top teams from north and south would provide some kind of interest needed to support a pro} 
Hleague here. A premier division and north / south regional subdivisions would be what I'd go for 

field v Cork, Limerick v Portadown, Bohs v Cliftonville etc 
tA 
UFC: The DIY music front, how does it fare out in Ireland in your opinion? Whats the 
ositives in it and whats lacking in Irish DIY music? airs 
Mickey: Its kinda like the soccer, I reckon the punk/diy scene could do with a genisis report of its 
own, I think the main problem is people expecting their entertainment to be subsidized by the [|| 

people in bands, putting out records, zine writers, promoters etc. Its fuckin expensive being in a 
gband, the only time we even get our expenses covered is when we play in Europe, it works out 

heaper to play there, than in Dublin, Were not in this to make moncy or “get signed” or anything 
Hike that, but at the same time were also not in it to lose a small fortune. If D.I.Y culture is)) ff 

upposed to be an alternative to the mainstream, then people have to be prepared to support it out 

f their own pockets, I've heard people complaining about Geuro door prices to sec a touring banc 

ith maybe two support bands! Fair enough if its younger kids or whatever but 6 curos is nothin 
IHow much is UFC sellin for at the moment 3euros? (ah 2 euro boss! ~ Trev) and I bet ya hear] 


people complaining about that, and the same people probably spent 6/7 euros on a heavy metal 
jagazine in Easons, and think nothing ot: ears it Bie al Mey 
ona: | think the main thing missing are the bodies. Always in the DIY scene you have to give a 
flot of your time and energies to make things happen, but in Ireland (particularly outside of Dublin 
here are so few people involved that each one ends up doing an unfair amount of work. People c: 
et disillusioned and bumt out in a situation like that. The positives would be the same positives~ 
Mthat are shared across (probably) all the DIY scenes in the world — generosity, friendship and 
secamaraderie. Oh god I sound like such a hippie now... | {| f {] | { 
fonor: The DIY scene has been going in Ireland for a long time and continues to thrive despite 
kome gigs being a fiver and two packets of spaghetti away from disaster, a sign of real worth I__ 
think. ‘The positives are the people who put the effort in for the love of the Punk and Oi culture 
rather than money or promotion. On a negative front you will always have the people who get int 
ings for two months and are holier than thou punk preachers but they soon disappear, I've seen 
Jnundreds of them come and go, there’s still always people plugging away in the background. 
UCU LDILLEN ILIV ELILELED 
UFC: Sure while we're at it give the readers a quick top 5 list of Irish DIY stuff you di 
Mickey & Fiona: Unfit for Consumption- fuckin top zine , It must be going 7 years or so now. 
Runnin’ Riot — best fuckin D.1.Y punk band Irelands ever seen, Outonalimb records — not sure 
bout the dodgy tunes they peddle but fair fucks to Albert and Gripper for getting their shit togeth 
id putting their money where their mouths are! Mark O’Connor of Balls of Iron studios; he may. 
be a hippie but he records some rockin’ good sl 
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‘onor: Colin Riot’s outright generosity and commitment to the Belfe 

ollectives who work around the country. Nosebleed and Loserdom zines. People who let you sle 
jn their floor. Deep Fried Obedience cpt by The Steampig —a clas: LETT? 
UFC: Okay to wrap things up I’m giving you a blank canvas to say what you like....tRhAAAd 
Conor: Cheers for the interview. If anyone comes to one of our gigs come up and say hello. Obj 
and people should try to break down the barriers between underage / all age scenes and oldei 
scenes around the country - punk in Ireland has always thrived when we have tried supporting ea 
other and accepting new people rather than creating separatist cocoons, there should be one scene 
in Dublin for example rather than separate under and over 18 scenes BZA $ 


erlike that? But its amazing how it tumed out for Limerick, | know you went to the games up therederereeereerenseMickey : Cheers for the interview Trev, and I hope ya stick at U.F.C cause it's a fuckin great zine 


‘Oh and Crispo will kill me if I mention this, Mark Christy for all your guttering needs. No job tof 


edtere’s been 800 or so at the games and that's in a tumaround of 2 seasons, Athlone are rooted dM Oofeerereerresenedi or to small, so kids tell yer landlords and parents. Keep it in the scene; Crispo the punk gutter: 
4 


the bottom of the first AS table now and oo have to go through site embarrassment of % 
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"Yeah, I'ma punk rocker, definitely. To me it means, well, everybody agrees there's « wall over there; « punk rocker is the qey who 
goes over to the well and pushes against it to see if it's really there. | really don't think it's a style of music. | think that's up to 
everybody's playing. | know it's an overused term but. I think it's 2 state of mind. | remember the first time | heard the word, it wes 
ridiculous, In my town, & punk wes @ avy who got fucked in jeil for cigarettes. ! couldn't understand why anyone would call their 
music this. But it wes people who were excluded ahd who came up with their own world, They built their own world and were re- 
evaluating everything. Especially with our situation in the minutemen, we were coming out of arene rock, we'd never been to « club 
or anything before. Everyth ing gets re-evaluated by it. We start thinking about everything, about all the shit thet we took for 
granted; we thought, whoe, this ain't gehne work for us, we should make up our minds ebout all these kind of things. So, that's 
where | use the term.” - MIKE WATT 


‘This interview took place with Mike Watt a few days before he was due to depart for his first solo 
European tour in seven years to promote a new album in the company of a new band. [Interview by Lee 
Casey} 


Mwas a couple of days after the clocks had changed in Europe and this correspondent was a little confused 
about the time differences between Belfast and California. It took me a few tries and a couple of embarrassed 
phone messages before I caught up with him, at 10am his time; but that was okay, Watt was already well irto 
his da 

MW: We've been practicing from 7 o'clock in the morning because Paul our organ player works up in Malibu, 
and I don't know if you're familiar with Los Angeles at all, but that’s a hellride. It’s a spread out city. It don’t 
hurt me because I wake up at about 4am anyway, and we're done by nine. I don’t stay up late except when I’m on 
tour and play gigs. I like the early mornings. We get done at nine 


This will be the first Watt headline tour of Europe for quite awhile. Why's it been so long? 

MW: It's been a while! This is my first Watt-tour proper of Europe in seven years. The last time I was over was 
‘98. This will be my first time tour Ireland by myself, though I've been to Ireland a bunch of times. It's an 
important place to me. Last year I was there three or four times, including Bloomsday, when I went to Dublin for 
the one hundredth anniversary. That was a unique experience for me —to be ina town without playing it — that 
vwas unusual for me! My father was a sailor and I don't have a lot of money so I usually see faraway places by 
working there. I know it's hard for people to believe, but just because we all have cars doesn’t mean we're all 
rich here! 


Tell me a little bit about coming to Dublin for Bloomsday, That must have been an interesting experience? 1 
know you've been a fan of ‘Ulysses? and Joyce for a long time. 

MW: Bloomsday in Dublin was really wild; The love affair with that book goes back a long way with me; there's 
alot of songs on Double Nickels on The Dime that were infltienced by it. June 16" is also Pettibon’s birthday 

so there’s a nice duality there 


This European tour is taking place atthe same time as the release of ‘The Secondman's Middle Stand’, your 
first album since ‘Contemplating The Engine Roorn'in 1998. 

MW: I didn't want to'go.over there until Thad a record again, something to offer people, rather than just a 
performance, though performances are neat too; and I did do 10 tours between those two records. The gap 
between those twa records was longer than my entire minutemen career, which is pretty sick. I've made a 
commitment to myself that I want to make records every year, year and a half, like when I was a young 
minuteman. So that was the main reason I didn’t come over, that I didn't really have a work for you guys. 1 
thought I should wait untill had a work. In the meantime, first helping J (Mascis & The Fog) and then a couple of 
times with Iggy ~ I've actually played [reland three times, ‘For US bands touring Europe is different ~ in the US 1 
live here, so Idon't have to get over; Ican use my own equipment, my own boat, all these things are already 
here; all these things I can't really do over there =I can't bring my boat over, I have to rent equipment to play on, 
the expenses are a little higher. But so what if | don't make as much moncy, there are a whole lot of other things 
that I get from going over ~ I'm a guest ina different land, I get to learn a whole bunch of stuff I could never 
learn in the US, though believe it or not on every US tour there’s still something new for me every time I go out 
But touring Europe is a little more of an endeavour for me on that angle. Its probably the same for you cats when 
you come over and play the US, thought he freeways are a little easier! 


Would you like to tell us a little about the new album? It's your first album not to feature any guitar; it's your 
Jirst album where the band is made up of bass, drums and keyboards. Also, lyrically, it’s all about the life- 
threatening illness you went through. 

MW: In my mind after Engine Room, | wanted to make a record with the organ. I hadn't had the sickness yet so 1 
didn’t know it was going to be about that. I wanted to write a record about me in the present because Engine 
Room was about me in the past, Then, the reason I went for organ ~ [ try to make all my records different, To 
keep learning, { want to keep put myself in challenging situations, That was the dealio there. 

Thad met the guys { made the record with a long time ago. After firehose I had put together a band called 
Madonnabes, that was never really supposed to play gigs but would be just so I could practice all the time, ‘cos I 
didn’t really have a regular band anymore. The way the bass guitar is with me is you have to play it or you get 
lame at it because the strings are so big. So these guys, the Madonnabes, are longshoremen and they ended up 
being my Secondmen. Then they both got families and the requirements of the job and they couldn't tour 
anymore so I had to bring on board these new cats Raul Morales & Paul Roessler, Actually Paul I go back with 
I'd very little experience playing with boards; in the old days keyboards were very expensive, and me and D 
Boon didn’t know anybody that played ‘em. And it’s an instrument that has always intrigued me. After D. Boon 
was killed and the Minutemen ended, | tried a duet with Paul Roessler called Crimony, We had an EP and a 
single but I only wrote one song. I really wanted to learn; so I asked Paul to write all the songs and [ tried to fit 
the bass partsto the keyboards. So I do have history and my first experiment with the bass was with Paul, He's a 
super, great guy. He tours Europe w Nina Hagen. This will be Raul’s first time in Europe 


Raut is from the scene in San Pedro, your hometown. How did you hook up with him? 

MW I've gotto confess, I've always used my town kind of as a thermos bottle — not to engage with it physically 
Hollywood is just 30 miles north; it was like our little thing to be us, But as I got to my middle years ~ I'm 47 
now ~ I started to think I should give something back to the town. In fact a scene of young people had developed 
here in Pedro, so I thought it would be neat to give something back ~ show Raul what I know and maybe he could 
hand it on to others, its kind of a wadition thing, 


The Minutemen were always very proud about being from San Pedro, What's your relationship like these days 
with the town? 

MW I'mkind ofa myth But in the day hardly anyone from Pedro knew us — that's why it was thermos bottl 
insulated us, people didn't know us, we only played town a few times, Pedro is more of a backwater, though 
we're not that far way. A lot of it is a state of mind — things come in a little slower. Not many people were aware 
ofus and we didn’t try hard to change that. Souther California is strange - there's 130 towns but not much room 
between them, People would think it's one big town but it really isn’t ~ the thinking goes really small in 
neighbourhood, So what's current in one place, they might not know about in others, Its provincial, I think you'd 
call it. The scene Raul comes from is more like a hardcore scene, so that was pretty difficult for him. But [knew 
he'd get it, I liked his spirit. He did well, He's played it 68 times so he’s got it down pretty good, For him just to 
play slow was a challenge! But that’s okay! I was never into that technique stuff that way anyway, That's what 
altracted me to punk was the attitude and the spirit. The other things will come if you have enough practise at it 


On this tour, you're doing the whole of the ‘Middle Stand’ album from start to finish every night. U heard you 
describe it as one song. Does that get draining, doing such an intense piece every night? 


MW: I couldn't figure another way to do it. Its the story of a journey ~ I couldn't get well before I got sick, so its 
got to be in that order. I've been very influenced by books. What I did was paralleled it with the Divine Comedy. 
Tread it first when I was a teenager. I made the sickness the hell part, the healing part was purgatory and getting, 
to ride my bike and play bass was paradise. So, there was three songs for each of the three worlds. 

Do you want to tell us who the ‘Secondman’ is and what is the ‘Middle Stand’? 

MW: I'm the secondman, obviously. With the minutemen, it was in the moment, in the very minute. Now I'm 
even close to the moment, I'm within the second. Like I said, I wanted to make a record about the present. I had 
made a whole record about my pap and then my pap died, so I didn’t want to make another record about 
somebody dying. But then the sickness came up on me and it was like whoa! That deal was a hellride. In a lot of 
ways, looking back at the record, and this was where the middle stand comes in, it seems like its about a middle- 
age punk rocker, in my eyes, though maybe not in others. When I read the thing back, it's not just about the 
sickness and getting well, it’s also so about me in my middle years. It's strange, because you never think about 
writing midlife things, in fact { never even thought about midlife, When you're young you think about old, you 
don’t think about middle. It’s a strange thing, It’s a record I could only have wrote at this time and not just 
because of the sickness; but because of where [ am in my life. In fact, I've already started planning my next 
record. Its not going to be an opera, its going to be a bunch of little songs, I did a couple of gigs with George 
Hurley playing old minutemen songs and it was trippy. I had not played some of those songs in 25 years. It 
interested me in that format, and I'd like to maybe visit it again, not in a sentimental trip, but Id like to try out that 
dealio again. 


How has your writing process changed over the years and in what way has it evolved? 
MW: Evolved, [ wonder sometimes what that means. I have six and seven minute songs on this record but that 
was a specific situation. The whole idea of the moment, or time, really changes when you're sick. In fact, like 
most things human, you have to be careful what you wish for. There's that aphorism ~ live in the moment — but 
when you're sick all you have is the moment and it's a nightmare! So its like I had to write longer songs because 
that was the situation - things don’t happen quick enough when you're sick! Performing this stuff is very strange 
that’s the hardest thing about it; not so much the order of the songs but of the memories it brings back when I'm 
doing it; [have to relive all the hurt. That’s why with Engine Room ~ [ toured Engine Room four times in 
14fourteen months and that was very heavy on me, to have to go through that was very hard on me and I haven't 
played it since. Those feelings, you know, | identify with it too much 


That's interesting. You strike me as a very honest performer. I've read the tour diaries you post and you are 
often very hard on yourself when you feel you haven't come up to scratch in your own mind. 

MW: The reason I do tour diaries is a nod to the past with the ‘zines, when you don’t have anybody in the middle, 
just your thoughts. I’m trying to show people, maybe people my age and younger people too especially, trying to 
give confidence that this shit is not’over with, that it was not just a fad. You cam still do this, this stuff works; it 
was a good idea back then and it still is- You don’t have to filter, you don't have to be’ so afraid to say What your 
feeling, to gauge it for a market or something like that ~ just put it out there. So basically some'silly person 
kvetching over his anxieties and shortcomings. Because it seems like a lot of tics when you listen to records of 
rock and roll, there's all this superhuman mythologizing, making people up here, way far, I think that's okay to 
do with the art but there's got also to be'some grounding, that we're all just people, so people dan't feel so 
intimidated that they could never use expression, like its all the domain of some Olympian gods. I'm trying to 
humanise and demystify the whole thing about expression in art, 1 also want to get them interested in,. You 
Europe cats aren't so bad ‘cos you like to trayel but In the US only about 13% of the population have passports 
I'm trying to get them hankering too, to show them that I'm not the special lucky one, that I'm gonna have doubts 
in myself and all this too, By the way, I don't have to make them up cos they come on me pretty hard you know! 
(Laughs.) It’s not like I’m trying to be hard with myself, it’s like I'm trying to think out loud honestly. And that 
answer is something that people can relate and maybe they sec that I'm not afraid to let this stuff out ~ I can't say 
I'm not afraid ‘cosa lot of these thoughts are about being afraid; but I'm not afraid to put them down there, and it 
helps the whole confidence thing. 

It seems so many things, especially with the art forms, get too calculated and too clichéd, you know what I mean, 
people are afraid to let the freak flag fly, and that's why I'm doing it, 


It's quite a brave move: it would be « lot easier not to expose your emotions like that 

MW: On my level too, what does it do for me? It really makes me focus on trying to get better and not trying to 
wish it away or sweep it under the carpet. When I think about it again the next day, when I'm writing those 
things, I'm really thinking about it and not just let it go out the ear, so I can make some kind of evolution, evolve 
alittle bit. I'm calling myself on it, that means pay attention to it, But it's really hard to change, to get better. It's 
really hard not to get trapped in routines and ruts. I'm almost trying to embarrass myself into facing myself on 
certain things. 


Are you a demanding baruleader? 
MW. (Laughs ) It's one reason why I try to be a sidemouse in other situations, You can't really learn everything, 
always being the boss, always getting your way. You're gonna miss out on a lot of other stuff life has for you 
What I'm trying to do is give my guys direction so they can realise certain things but that’s just how the situation 
is organised. Its not the way life is ~ I'm not better than my guys, my guys aren't under me or incompetent or 
slaves and I’m the master or something like this — its just the situation and a certain response is delegated to this 
guy. Ihave ultimate respect for my guys. I do have some bad habits. I'm not trying to shirk responsibility but f 
grew up in Navy housing, My father was a chief in the Navy — in the army you'd call them sergeants but in the 
navy they're called chief's ~ basically they yell at guys. My whole neighbourhood was chiefs! In the navy, in most 
situations, they don’t ask you to do things. Its not something I'm proud of It did seem to impress itself on me 
some. I've been struggling really hard to get better at it but [ think sometimes I snap a little bit. And I always try 
to apologise later. But your not gonna get the best out of your men by just telling them what to do. To really get 
the best out of them you've got to inspire them and that is the real talent, that is the art. It's not just owning the 
baseballs and the bats, or saying that this is my boat and your gonna do it my way ~ that's not gonna get the best 
out of people In fact, that's gonna build resentment What I've found [ have to do is to learn the art of inspiring, 
That's the best way to lead and then, to get some perspective and balance, if your gonna ask guys to take 
direction then your gonna have to put yourself in a situation where you have to take direction too and that's what 
Ido with the Stooges 


What's your inspiration us a bandleader? 
MW: Books have had a big influence on me but people too People! It’s very hard for me to describe why they da 
but sometimes you meet people and they touch you, they resonate inside you inside you like a chord, you start 
humming like a reed with the wind blowing by and you resonate on that note. I don't know exactly how it works 
but I know that’s its very real because all of a sudden creating things, putting them together, is really easy, it just 
starts to comes and [ can’t believe that it’s all ftom within me, The muse touches you and that can come in 
people. A lot of times its people who play ~ there's something about music that’s really intense, [ mean you have 
to have enough respect where you're not gonna copy their music, and luckily I've a long tradition with that from 


being a Minuteman. We were very tight with Black Flag, Husker Du and The Meat Puppets and we had enough 
respect that we dida't want to copy theit sound but they did inspire you to try to find your own voice more. That’s 
why it says “Take that, Huskers!’ inthe middle of ‘Double Nickels On The Dime. It wasn't being belligerent — it 
was like, tank you, I mean, they came to townand we had an album done but they had Zen Arcade! We were 
Tike, we should try a double album too! We wouldn't have done Double Nickels unless Huskers came to town 
and did thit. There's suff like that, you know what I mean? Its kind of obscure and abstract the way it reaches 
you, Sometimes I'll beat a gig, hearing a band and I'll want to write songs straight away. Its not so much their 
Songs but the way they're doing something with their music that fires me up. Pettibon, a brilliant man I've known 
for many years has leamed me about a bunch of stuff. Raymond can just start talking at the horse track about 
Poriesandstuff, and all of a sudden Ill start getting the muse. Idon’t really understand it. I do know though, or f 
believe, thit artis a weird kind of fibric that brings people together, Ihave to tell you, especially in my middle 
years, I'm not that socitl. Idon't really sce a lot of people. I don't know why but where Fam in my life things 
Come up on me, they grab me, and I'm fuckin’ helpless to it, you know...’ a strange thing. Especially for 
Someone lite me, when! think about it; you know, I'm not really a musician. I got into this stuff tobe with my 
buddy when we were thirteen 

Somaybe it’s not sucha musician thing, its always been about people. It’s always been a personal thing with me 
So, like riding a bike, aera while you don't fall down as much, Maybe its more important in my case of where 
aml goingto take the fucking bike?! Is it really about riding upside down or with no hands? What am I going to 
do with it? When is it done? A lot oftimes that's a huge dilemma; a lot of times itis, but then all ofa sudden you 
get inspired, it starts coming, But that doesn't mean that everybody else is going to understand what you're doing, 
because most of my stulf does get lost, Idon't know why! Like, [gota bunch of sceptical opinions about my new 
record, ike who the fuck wants to hear about some guy who's sick! Like I told you when we started talking, in 
some waysits not really about the sickness for me. I wasn’t even conscious of writing it. Iwas conscious of 
trying to be almost liter! about the sickness; it reads to me like an analogy for me in my middle life. I don’t 
know. Onething that was great about the punk scene was that they just let you go for it, so I’ve got that in my 
tradition —| just go for it (chuckles) 


Do you think you have ersough distarece from the album now to be objective about it? 
MW: Yeah, think Ido, [ think I got distance enough from itto do that. 


Are you Fappy with how it turned out? 
MW: It's hurd for me tolisten to anything Ido because I always wantto go back and change it, { mean all of it 
going backto, well, I hadn'theard minuternen ina long time til I did those duets with Georgie and so, actually 
listening back to that was different than me listening back years ago. So maybe [ need even more time to remove 
0 mpretty amazed at some of that music. I can’thelieve we did that! And of course D Boon always awed me 
That's another thing, when Ilisten back to my work, the stuff want to changeis usually my stuff Its not the 
Buys I play with, [havea lot of respect for those guys. Its my own shit want to redact, Self-conscious, So that's 
why ina fotof ways don"t think about it too much and I just let it go. I'd be like Kafka — I want everything 
burned! 


We've already mentioned James Joyce. He's the author of afamous quite about history being a nightmare 
from one of leis characters is tryiteg to awake. Do you ever feel like that about your owre history? Do you ever 
wash you catld escape your own legacy? 

MW: The way [ground myself i thit regard, is that alot of it was circumstance — when I came on the scene, the 
fact that I"m still onthe scene."It doesn 'tmake me better or worse; it’s just a'fact, [came ata certaintime. But it 
seems that itdoes get phyed up big but maybe its trippy because people are interested to see why someone would 
stuck with itso long, You know,likeit*s some kind of sign of fortitude. Itreally amazes me that I kept playing 
after d boon was killed, Thurston gotme going and then Ed from Ohio came and Ihave to say it seems 
mysterious io me —it's not all, my doing, there's enough fertility there to keep it interesting - you' ve got people 
coming in; you've got people leave too. Itis avery interesting thing. Imean, you're talking to a guy who wasn’t 
really raised with arttoomuch, you Inow. It wasn't really until punk, D. Boon could paint and that was it. I guess 
in away, you might callmea true believer. Ijustreally dig it. Notas style but as a means to find yourself and 
others and the sense of things. So never wantedto give up onit. Ido feel a debt toit, [do believe it was a 
movernent, it was our ore. [still think the movement is still with us, not so hierarctical, there’sa lotof 
autonomy. You don't have to kell your car or anything, I do feel a debtto this so I am always talking about itand 
Ion’ try to distance myself from it Not so much nowadays, but there was a time when people were literally 
‘when are you going to grow out of this punk thing” and I just refuse to say that ["mabove all this. [really owe 
that scene alot and since that scene did persist and in fact it’s probably bigger than it ever was, I think that’s why 
people put valuc, like, oh you kids. Ina way its like them learning to scold the kids, like ‘you don’t realise who 
this guy is", But [ could never be hard on them like that, It's ridiculous. But [ can see why people might want to 
do that. The one good things about taking about it, maybe, is saying, ‘see you can be part of this too! This clown 
is doing it for this long, you can be purt of it too!’, That's why I like playing in front of kids with grey hair, you 
know. Hlooklike my dad! And ina marketing sense, especially marketing rock and rall to young people, maybe 
it’s ridiculous but in my mind it's saying, ‘you know what one day, one day you're gonna be there, where [am 
now’. Time's a locomotive. But, maybe it's okay! If you've got the hankering, if you"ve got the drive you can do 


it too, but you don't have to be a big star or anything, You can be like any guy who builds carburettors or 
something, who's passionate about it. That's one good thing about it. I don’t like it when its trying to make me 
beiter- then it sounds like some kind of hype, and I hate hype. I hate superficial shit, I can serve as a magnet or 
whatever but [can serve as something that makes the scene more inclusive, more open, that brings people in. 
Like Joy Ramone. That's one thing I got from him: you know what, you're a weirdo, its okay, we got room on 
the bus. You got something to offer, you got something to bring to the party, a little unique perspective, that's 
great, come on board. It's not like, wow, you're not from the same town, you're lame. But I should be judged in 
the moment, what is Watt doing now. That’s to be fair to everybody else, not just resting on the back thing, the 
past. Because a lot of that is circumstance. But I talk a lot about the past in one regard to let people remember d 
boon. Ido feel a huge debt to him and I want people to listen to him, you know what I mean, It’s bizarre, My 
connection with music is personal, especially with him. I'm here to still do work, or soil myself, or whatever, but 
he can't; so in a way I try to invoke hima little bit. But again, it's to show people. A lot of people didn't think he 
should be in a band but he was and he played every gig as if it may be his last. That's a good thing. Not just 
because it came before but of what he was doing in the moment. 


Would you still hink of yourself as punk rocker, and ifso, what does that mean to you? 

MW: Yeah, I'ma punk rocker, definitely. To me it means, well, everybody agrees there's a wall over there; a 
punk rocker is the guy who goes over to the wall and pushes against it to sce if it's really there. I really don't 
think it's a style of music. [think that’s up to everybody's playing. I know it’s an overused term but [think it’s a 
state of mind. [remember the first time I heard the word, it was ridiculous. In my town, a punk was a guy who 
ot fucked in jail for cigarettes. [ couldn't understand why anyone would call their music this. But it was people 
who were excluded and who came up with their own world. They built their own world and were re-evaluating 
everything, Especially with our situation in the minutemen, we were coming out of arena rock, we'd never been 
toaclub or anything before, Everything gets re-evaluated by it. We start thinking about everything, about all the 
shit that we took for granted; we thought, whoa, this ain’t gonna work for us, we should make up our minds about 
all these kind of things, So, that's where f use the term 


Just a couple more questions. [wanted to ask you about the way you like to share your interest in literature 
with your audience... 

MW: Well, yeah, but not just literature, all the arts. Ireally think they combine; like a good flannel, all the 
threads come together! Here's my best friend, Pettibon, he's a visual artist. I think that’s just as valid as bass but 
just because of marketing and stuff somehow rock and roll has been put up way high: But we're all working with 
each other. And with the literature, [try to show people... there's something really neat about literature and the 
way it lends itself to music, how I find it. Because it is such a personal art form ~ there's the writer, there's the 
reader and then there's these little squiggly lines in between. They've got to be reinterpreted, right. In fact every 
book fread on tour, even if it was written seven or 8 hundred years ago, it starts paralleling my tour. Of course, 
I'mreading myself into this but that's the magic of this art form. That's why books never got old fashioned even 
though technology brought up new. devices 


Tell us a litle about your relationship with ‘Ulysses! — what was it like to be in Dublin on the one hundredth 
anniversary of Bloomsday and how has familiarity with the work changed your perception of it? 

MW: Lreadit twice - once in my 20s and once in my 40s, and it read completely different, Going to Dublin on 
Bloomsday - the physical grounding and walking on the streets that Leopold and Stephen are walking on even 
though they are imaginary characters -the book was totally imaginary to me before that and here, now, fai 
walking; there's a physical sense that put a whole different slant on it. Now, me reading the book again in my 
later years, because when I'm younger I'm struggling with the schema, all the mechanics of it and how itis put 
together, when [ read it again, I'm not concemed so much with that, I've kind of got it down, So I'm actually, in 
may mind, hearing the author's voice. Before, when I was younger, the way he put it together put me in such 
wonder that I thought it was a very happy, positive thing, you know, a great accomplishment. It was celebratory. 
And it is, but when I read it again, older, I felt a lot more sadness than I felt when I was younger. I think it's 
basically a sad book, a sad story, even though there’s a lot of happy parts. Its not all's well that ends well. It’s 
very tragic and saddening, I couldn’t seem to get it as a young person. And its not like someone had to tell me, 
it’s the way I read it, Same with the Dante, the exact same thing, [ read that one as a teenager and when I read it 
again after the sickness there was a lot more sadness in it. {think it was me hearing the writer’s voice instead of 
just looking at the way it was put together, So it’s maybe good to read books twice and leave some time in 
between. 


It'slike a record ~ itcan be familiar but every time you go back there is something new to discover, 

MW [totally agree with you and that's why one reason I want to make more work because life isn’t just gigs, 
performances just goin the air. There's something about making a work where people can go back. If Dante had 
just read his poems and never written them down, then f would have never heard of him, You know what I mean! 
That's one of the things that’s really bugging me to produce more important records 


www. hootpage.com / www.maximumwattage.com / www.twfps.com / www.myspace.c 


wattfrompedro 


VISIT otn 
VARIETY OF THE BEST. HARDCORE - PUNK - METALCORE - EMO STUFF OUT THER 


GUNS UP! 


Spel. 0-K ~ EFEGIIOS 


SHOP ONLINE 24/7 
REFLECTIONS STORE 


IR\QNLINE STORE FOR THESE REFLECTIONS RELEASES AND A WIDE 


iS ; ae =. ET ¢ 
NEW ALBUM IN STORESJUNE 26TH! 
~ AVAILABLE ON.CD 81? 


I 
SS. 


MUSIC & DVD REVIE WS>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>: 


Reviewers: Trevor Meehan (TM), Niall McGuirk (NMG), Jane Ruffino (JR), Liam Ryan (LR), Mickey (M), 
Jamie Grimes (JG), Leo O'Sullivan (Leo), Ciaran Ryan (CR), Colin Finnerty (CF), Eamonn Sheehy (ES), 
Andrew Griswold (AG), Graham Lynch (GL) and Decky Skehan (DS)! 


20BULS ACH Make Your Stand” cd sell released 

First cd by this Dublin band formed back in2001. Peddling a punk metal hybrid its non stop action from the 
moment the instruments kick in. The vocals aren't bad, they go for asnotly sound on “Icon” before a hardcore 
vocal rotto dissimilar to those of Sick Of It All's Lou Koeller surfaces, complete with some tasty gang 
backups. For a first effort its alright the lack of cohesion (or a good mix) between all 6 songs handicaps the 
epas awhole plus the guitar work is far too boring and straightforward - the song "Seperates' - a bori 

‘grunge work out ~pays testament to that. However the signs are there for much better things to come as it'sa 
case of saving the test til last a1 closer “Make Your Stand” is the best track by far. Some effort put into the 
packaging as well which is always good to sce. I've yet to see them live but. hopefully as the bio says “... their 
high energy showsand DIY attitude puts them in a league of their own in Irelands punk and hardcore scene” 
Sorry lids, but cut out the shitelike that would ya! (TM) Gareth Cummins, 42 Botanic Rd, Glasnevin, Dublin 
9, Ireland, www. 20bullseach.com 


22°The Cultural Coupon” cd (Mockery Records) 

Oh....my.. god! A milestone release for Irish independent music here, the new 22 album! [loved their debut, 
“Comnde Muzik” which (criminally) still remains unknown for most people. It had moments that just lifted 
you offthe ground with its whacked out approach. This album is taking things toa whole new level of insane 
brilliance. 22 never bowed to any fucker, and this is proof ofa band creating new musical worlds that slays 
‘everything in its path. One minute I'm thinking of the spacedust induced sounds of 1950°s Joe Meck, next 'm. 
Slidingoffthe couch ina puddle ~I've melted and my flattened face has goneall blue ala Charlie & the 
Chocolite factory, next minute I'm four years old, yogurt on my left check, sitting mouth openon the ground 
watching Transformers at full yolume on the tv! The sheer scope of whats going on here isa lot to take in on 
first listen. Whereas reviews of ‘Comrade Muzik” jumped to easy reference points like Big Black as an 
influence - 22 looked up and said “what?”. They were working on painting a more complex picture going on 
this album - the result of 2-3 yerrs work. You'll know straight away when it comes flying at you from the 
speakess, it seeps acinematic ard brutally fresh energy. Best damn albumI" ve heard inages, I'll be putting it 
in that special place between my Nation of Ulysses, Charles Mingus, Jean Claude Vamnier, Stereolab, Angel 
Mair records — nothing to do with the style, but due to the basic alchemy and wild imagination of this crazy 
shit! (ES) mew. 2wenty2wo.com 


4 FTFINGERS “ACause for Concern’cd [Gall 
This is the third album from English punkers 4ft Fingers. [ wasn't very impressed with their last album 
(2002's From Heroto Zero) but’ A Cause for Concem” has abit more Balls. Owing a lot to Cali-punk (and 
Pennywise in particular), the altum kicks off with ‘Head Held High’, slickly produced party popper-of a 
tune wih slightly gruff English vocals sprinkled over the top. The thing, is that the rest of the tracks tend to 
follow the exact sane formula with little or no variation. It makes me want to rub some sandpaper on the 


to make ita littl bit rougher but, of course, then the fucking thing wouldn't pay at all (AG) 
www. gelfrecords..couk { 


5,6],8's Teenage Mojo Workout ci (Sweethathing) 
If appearing ina Tarantino movie is enough for bands to get recognised these days them its time to pack this 
whole shit in. The 56,7,88 appearing in Kill Bill has all the journo bastards dipoling. Fuck that. Remember 
Shonen Knife anyore? They were shit whenthey were around and a cloned version 15 years later is just as 

shit Carling Black Label used the 5,6,7,8"s song “Woo Hoo” in a TV advert, but sure we all know how piss 
Carlingis. (TM) www. sweemothingreconds.co.uk = 


7 SICOKDS Take Itfack Fake It0n, Take lt Over! ca (Side One Gummy! i. 


What can [say about 7 Seconds? They havehada formula for a long time now. They don't sound a million 
miles from Bad Religion but they’ re not ready tomake the Bad Religion business decisions. They have been 


bashing out this style for over 20 years, I renember my “Sink With California” flexi with great fondness 
from 1984. I wore out from overplaying it They slowed down the formula fora little while as they started 
getting more into masic, Thankfully they realised that was a mistake for them and they returned to the fold of 
“ooooothhhhhkhooshhhhhhohhih" sing alongs pretty quickly. [suppose my only complaint (if this can be 
classed 1s such) is that this album could have been a 7Seconds one from the late 80's ~ in other words 
VINTAGE! (NMcG) www.sideonedummy.com 


A DEATHIN THE FAMILY “This Microscopic War’ cd (Mewestindustry) 

If there was one thing [took from my all too brief time in Melbourne, Australia, it was the fact that the place 
is ahot spot of independent art, hardcore and punk rock. A pile of varying bands, a decent few venues, 
scenesters with refiching ideas und attitudes and Missing Link record store centralto ital, A Death in the 
Family bail from said thriving nest, Featuring ex and current members of Motor Vehicle Shutdown, Fast 
Times, H-Block 101 and Days of Iris, its the latter two ofthe mentioned bands I’m familiar with 

And being on Neweit Industry it isn't surprising to hear A Death In The Family play Leatherface, Husker Du 
and Hot Water Musée inspired melodic punk rock. For the most part the songs are rockin, inspired by driving 
guitars end male/female vocals, however they know how to wite slow moody parts as well and even manage 
to find rom for piaro and violins, “Scrape” and “Sink We Swim’ are superb, Frankie Stubbs records and 
produces, the bind aving flew Norman Warsaw over especially to do it having become friends when ADITE 
supported Leatherface on their list Australian tour, Frankie, as usual, actually plays on the album as well. The 
bio however made me laugh, when it mentions that the band has played with great overseas acts with one of 


them being lrelands own Coldspoon Conspincy! Another top quality album from the Newest Industry stable 
(TM) www theneweuindusiry. com 


AFI*s/t cd (Mitr) 

The best thing abouta retrospective cd collection from AFI's Nitro Records years is you get almost all their 
best songs on one handy cd. Theres 15 songs in total, with all 6 releases between 1996 and 2000 being 
represented in some form, “Black Sails In The Sunset” (1999) would be a particular AFI favourite of mine 
and"The Prayer Postion” and “God Called In Sick Today” ate chosen from that album, The progression 
from the early songsto what they sound like now is a pretty interesting listen, especially for the laugh you'll 
have at Davey Havoc's almost helium filled vocals on “He Who Laughs Last” AFI classics such as “The 
Lost Souls”, “The Diys of The Phoenix”, ‘A Winters Tale’ Totalimmontal”, “Fall Children”, “Third 
Season’, “Rolling Balls” and “Who Said You Can Touch Me™ also appear, Odd that they left the earlier stuff 
til the erd anything to do with people at listening posts maybe just playing the first couple of tracks before 
deciding to buy the album? Me acynic” How dare you sit! (TM) www nitrorecords.com 


AGAINSTME! Searching For A Former Clarity'cd (Fat Wre 
If anyone ever asks you to explain what a grower is, hand them this album, After two incredibly strong, 

albums in the shape of “Reinventing Axl Rose” and “As the Eternal Cowboy”, Against Me! where up against 
it to produce something as good if not better on “Searching For A Former Clarity” their third full length. After 


PPPPOP PDP P>>>>>P>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Countless listens, my opinion would be that this is their best work to date. A bold statement on my behalf, 
but a tribute to the bands musical excellence all the same. It all kicks off with “Miami trumpets joining 
the chorus which seems like a celebration until the words “Fuck Miamil” filter through. “Mediocrity Get 
‘You Pears (The Shaker)” is hot on its heels, bringing a Fugazi edge to the sound. In fact theres a whole 
Fugazi dynamic and sound worming its way through the album which of course is no bad thing. On the 
other hand theres songs like “Violence” a slow number which adds a whole new option to the repertoire 
and is staggering in its ditge like cadence. “Joy” is simple. Its simplicity being key in whats an extremely 
moving song. Towards the end “Problems” and “Don't Lose Touch” bring the back up and finish the album 
strongly. Hell theres even time for some Glenn Danzig vocals on “From Her Lips To God's Ears (The 
Energizer)" and “Holy Shit"! Previous fans of the band will argue that they've gone for a polished sound. 
But they also should recognise that the band have grown, got better, got clever and seen the bigger picture. 
The songs are probably not written solely by Tom on his acoustic guitar now. I mean there are only so 
many songs you can write like that before people get bored anyway despite the fact Gables voice is 

powerful and moving, The lyrics are an interesting read. Addressing their current situation of their moves 

from No Idea to Fat Wreck and now to a major. (Is Fat Wreck an indie?) standing up to criticism and 
attempting to reason with it or at least explain their actions, The shit being talked about them is unreal, For 
fucks sake when are punks going to grow up about this selling out business? Take the chance to play your 
music as your job and get well paid for it? Wheres the problem? I'd do it ina heartbeat. Sure would beat the 

830-5 job work. “Searching For A Former Clarity” is the album where Against Me loose the folk punk 

shackles and show the world what they can do, The masterpiece is complete. They'll have some job trying to 

better this, but then again I've said that about every record they've released. If you've dismissed them for 

“selling out” (yawn!), you're dismissing one of the best bands and albums in a long long time. This has been 

on the mp3 player for months now, (TM) www.fatwreck.com 


ALEXISONFIRE ‘Watch Out” CD (Sorepoint! 

There's no shortage of bands churning out this music, which in my opinion is becoming a tad boring, Alex Is 
‘On Fire are extremely good at creating the music they create but unfortunately they're just another band who: 
ply in the same vein as Funeral fora Friend, The Hurt Process and My Chemical Romance. Songs like “Hey, 
It's Your Funeral Mama” and “Get Fighted” got my foot tapping but sadly the melodies wash over you and 
cause the album to drag. Emo fans should pick up a copy if they can’t find anything else! This is good but a 
bit too late! (LR) www.sorepointrecords.com 


ONUT “Three Sisters” cd (Howler Records} 

Ah Alice Donut. A friend of mine was really into them back in the day when they were on Alternative 
Tentacles, and thus I_got to hear their stuff quite regularly. Then some other dudes I became friends with were 
also fans of Alice D and the Alt Ten label in general. Despite this over exposure to the band I never really 
looked at them or listened to them in a serious way and when this cd arrived in the post for review I didn't get 
overly excited, However while reaching for a cd to review from the never ending cd review pile, in amongst 
the shite pop punk the Alice Donut cd sparkled like a diamond and said “go on, at least it'll be different to all 
this shite pop punk you have us sandwiched between”. And boy am I thankful for small mercies like this ~a 
mixed bag of guitar music with all manners of genres being explored from the head nodding CopShootCop 
esque “Kiss Me”, the Lungfish reminiscent dirge of “Up Is Down”, the quirky high pitched rock of “Running 
Arms In The Philippines” could be Janes Addiction while “She Tells Me Things” is Alice Donut being The 
Ramones, And how cool is that. The lyrics range from the sublime “Any deviated, derivated, arrogated, 
irrigated, marinated, venerated pause” to the downright ridiculous “I like the eyeball, the finns on your fect, I 
like the eyeball, a tail and a beak, some hair and some tecth, some hair and some teeth” and I guess the band 
wouldn't have it any other way. If you're looking for something diverse and that bit different then look no 
further and before I go stick it in your computer and it plays a video for the song “Helsinki, which was the 
winner of an Alice Donut fan video contest the band themselves ran, I’m impressed! (TM) Howler Records, 
31 Unison Sq West, Suite 94, NY, NY 10003,USA. www.howlerrecords.com 


‘ALMALINE TRIO / ONE MAH ARMY BYO SplitSeries Vol.W cd (RYO) 

Man, that Matt Skibas voice gets me every time. Hes blessed. And the bald bass player dude, whats his 
name?... quick check of the inlay) ah yeah Dan Adriano... man that fucker can hold a note as well. For me 
Alkaline. Trio are like mix of a modern day pop heavy mainstream version of Jawbreaker (man I’m sure 

~ Grimes Will chastise me for that!) and latter day Bad Religion. As they say in Cork... How bad eh? - which 


Sys, Means ish’t that great. Anyway the Trio (who are a quartet for most songs when they play live by the way!) 


Iserve up 5Steally strong original songs and a fantastic cover of The Damned’s “Wait For The Blackout” which 


~ they take their own T really really like this band but sure they're probably too MTV for all you punk kids 


‘and Sufe that's your 6Wn lookout. Onto One Man Army and I hadn't heard much of them since their “Dead 


End Stories” record picked up on the cheap a while back. The songs here have added a lot more melody and 
knocked the raw 


punky edge off their previous tunes, Theres still elements of their Stiff Little Fingers, 
Buzzcocks, UK "77 punk influence but its been smoothed out. Its sing along punk rock, instant melodies with 
valverse chorus verse song writing style being dominant. Its decent stuff but I've too much ofa gra for the 


Alkaline Trio stuffand keep replaying, their songs rather thari letting the record play out til the end. (TM) 
www. byoreconis.com ‘ y 
; i 


‘ANAL BEARD “Din Noir” cd (Hoss Tuneage) 


Like the idea of Blythe Power covering Wat Tyler? No I dont either. Not funny, not clever, just irritating 
(JG) www. bosstuneage.com 


ARMY OF FLYING ROBOTS 

Picked this little beauty up at their recent gig with Burning The Prospect in Bohs bar, Dublin as part of their 
Irish tour. t's a edr compilation of all the songs from the viny! releases they've had out to date. So you get 
tracks fiom the first 7 inch, the split 10 inch with Jinn and the split 7 inch with Taint, The lyrics and song 
explanations are included which if you're familiar with Army Of Flying Robots you'll know make for an 
interesting read and thought inducing process. Theres humour abound as well, “The Goths Brought Revels 
‘And I Felt Cheated” being particularly funny. The sound? Super fast with glorious breakdowns and nasty 
vocals, Theres some videos on this as well. Doesn't get much better than this. Theres a full version of this 
s00n to be released by the good people of Superfi Records. Go get. (TM) www.armyofflyingrobots.co.1k 


‘ARMY OF FLYING ROBOTS / MAMIMAZEE split] inch (Feast of Tentacles} 

Army of Flying Robots bring the grinding hardcore over 2 songs; “Try Reading A Good Book, Not The Good 
Book" and “HealthFarmDeathCamp" The lyrics make good reading, “Try Reading. ..” pointing out how 
Pastor Ray Borlase suggests the devastation brought by foot and mouth disease was a response by God to the 
UK reducing the age of consent for gay sex to 16 while “HealthFarmDeathCamp” addresses a fact from the 
book “The Beauty Myth” by Naomi Wolf, how weight loss clinics are giving their patients 900 calories a day 
limits, almost the same limit besieged Jews were allotted in the Lodz Ghetto in 1941 and the limit 
sciemtifically determined to the minimum necessary to sustain human functioning at Treblinka, Well above 
average intelligence, fascinating facts and something that should give listener impetus to seck more 
information on. They played a stormer of a gig in Bohs bar a while back on their recent visit to Ireland and 
count yourself lucky if you saw it. Kamikaze on the flip side go for thrashy noisy hardcore with some superb 
touches that make it all the better as their favoured medium for expressing their lyrical themes which are 
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obsessed with war and death, sadly an everyday theme and news item in reality I guess. “Utter Disgust” has a 
neat growling vocal, “Expendable Pilots” has a probing, experimental, almost arty approach while closer 
“Honour Through Death” belts out a heavily disguised bouncy rock n roll riff to great effect. Eye-catching 
artwork by John Baizley from Baroness adorns the cover while the vinyl sees a clear record besieged with 
brown smudges. A distinguished package overall. (TM) www.feastoftentacles.com 


‘ART OF BURNING WATER “Voyage of the Pessimistic Philos cd (Supe! 
My friend Steve got married 2 or 3 years ago in Enniscorthy, and the night I was down there for the wedding, 
Art Of Burning Water and American Heritage played the Sugar Club in Dublin, Furious that I couldn't make 
it along to see two mind-blowingly heavy bands play in a posh cinema in Dublin (as the Sugar Club is), I 
subsequently vowed never again to let anyone's nuptials stand in the way of the rock, and accidentally broke a 
pew in the church to boot. Allegedly, the gig was incredibly poorly attended and AOBW later famously stated 
that the promoter tried to pay them in vegetables, Which wouldn't surprise me at all if it were true, Well now, 
whether it’s the shambles of their Dublin gig or something else I'm not sure, but AOBW are clearly deeply 
angry about something and the rage literally oozes out of this disc like pus out of a wound all over your 
speakers, Sonically, I'd wager the Melvins, Zeni Geva, Keelhaul and assorted bands on Skingraft would be the 
four food groups upon which these lads have based their sonic diet, but the spectacularly filthy bass sound is 
100% "Black Metal" era Venom. This is kind of like being kicked down a metal staircase, getting to the end 
of it, and then having someone attempt to kick you all the way back up to the top again. Punishing jagged riffs 
and brute force topped with some of the most over the top banshee vocals I've heard in quite a while. Oh, and 
‘one of the songs is called "Does your dick know your hand's not a minge”. I dare anyone to top that. The fact 
that this is over surprisingly quickly works in their favour as well, as it means your actually left in the rare 
position of actually wanting more rather than being bombarded with so many off kilter technical riffs that you 
lose interest. (JG) www. superfirecords.co.uk 


ASSEAT / SWELLBELLYS split 7 inch (Stranded Records} 

Readers of this zine will know I'ma big Assert fan. On record they're compelling, live they're fantastically 
engaging yet entertaining and still one of the best bands I've seen. (Hell, they even got Old Man Albert 
‘Twomey hoping around the pit in the High Stool!). They toured with the Swellbellys in Ireland once so 1 
guess that’s were the idea for this split 7 inch first came to light. Assert throw “Watch The Clock” and 
“Poisoned Minds” our way in the hope of causing some aural damage. Swellbellys follow suit with “Stone 
Cold Killa” and “Sort‘Em Out”, Swellbellys could have called both their tracks “Trevor Meehan" and I still 
would have be drawn to the Assert side first. And so it turns out the Assert side wins hands down even though 
the Swellbellys do very well indeed. (TM) www.assertkickass.co.uk 


ATOMGEVITTER “Forward with Atomgevitter demo #1” cdr 

This reminded me of R.A.M.B,O a lot, in both lyrical influence and sound. You could easily see the Philly 
moshers having a song called “Nail Yourself To Your Own Fuckin Cross” if they don't already. 
Atomgevitter, however, hail from the dirty mean edgy streets of gritty Glasgow its not surprising to hear so 
much anger pent up in this demo which loses little through the 8 track recording they chose to deliver their 
aggression and message via. Good to see the lyrics included cos lets face it between the speed of delivery and 
the gruff Scottish accent | wouldn't have had a fuckin clue what they were saying otherwise. (TM) 
www.atomgevitter.tk 


ATOMGEVITTER / EASPA MEASA split7inch 

A Celtic thrash fest! Glasgows Atomgevitter hit you with 4 tracks of hyper speed thrashing hardcore. Aren't 
these the songs on their demo cdr? Easpa Measa delivers the lengthy “Vermin” ~a new track. The whole 
package is cut onto super looking splattered red vinyl. The cover is a bit scrufly, with pencil sketches on 
either side, Saying that the fur on the hyenas (or rabid dogs?) on the Easpa Measa side is drawn exceptionally 
well. (TM) 57 Woodview, Lucan, Co Dublin, Ireland, easpameasa@\yahoo.com 


AWILHELM SCREAM “Mute Print” cd (Mitral 

I knew absolutely nothing of this band when this cd arrived on for review. They’ ve certainly listened to a lot 
of Bad Religion. Definitely a decent bit of Hot Water Music. “Famous Friends and Fashion Drunks” bears 
testament to this. They've got the tunes though so you have to give them credit for that. The aforementioned 
“Famous Friends and Fashion Drunks”, “Anchor End” and “Retiring” being quality punk rock songs. 

They sure are fond of the word “fuck”. “Brand New Me, Same Shitty You” is particularly standout-ish in the 
lyrics stakes with its overuse of fuckin bad fuckin language. Cut it fuckin out alright you fuckin smart ass 
punk fuckin rock fuckin band. The music is tight, pacey punk rock, structured real well with slight touches of 
metal and math rock in the guitar work rather than the sound and the vocalist, Nuno Pereira, sure can sing and 
carries a note really well. The booklet is made up of some poetic lyrics and plenty of fucked up photos of 
people with tvs and stereos where their heads should be. Plenty of toe tapping ditties on this one. (TM) 
www.nitrorecords.com 


AWILHELM SCREAM “Ruiner” cd {Nitra} 

Scems like I've just reviewed their “Mute Print” cd when this one arrived on. Talk about grabbing the bull by 
the horns and striking while the iron is hot eh! “Ruiner”, their second album for Nitro, pretty much picks up 
the torch lit on the previous album and carries it forward. Its another cd packed full of strong song structures, 
harmony, time changes, kick and melody certified to get your toes tapping along. Add to that the scattering of 
chunky metal riffs and wanking licks and you've another highly entertaining record made complete with 
some cool illustrations in the booklet. Each song has something you'll stand back and admire, especially if 
you're a fan of bands like Hot Water Music, Good Riddance and Strike Anywhere. (TM) 
www.nitrorecords.com 


BAD RELIGION The Empire Strikes First” cd (Epitaph) 

By now you know what Bad Religion do, So by now you're either a fan or you’re not, You either stand your 
entire Bad Religion collection up against each other and revel in the gloriousness of what they've delivered 
and how you enjoy listening to “No Control”, “The Process of Belief”, “Suffer” and “Stranger Than Fiction" 
and not worry that’s it’s the same band but with a much different sound, Or else you've a chip on your 
shoulder about how the new Bad Religion sounds compared to the old Bad Religion. And in effect what 
you're doing is turning your nose up at the best social and political melodic punk rock commentary and music 
around today, If you want to do that then fine Away with you on your own. I’m too busy playing the various 
records from their career to date and enjoying each one for what they are to care for your petty gripes. I'm too 
busy reveling in Graffins nasal vocal and the power of the speed metal riffage of “Sinister Rouge”, the 
intellect of Sage Francis on "Let Them Eat War" and the chorus of “All There Is” which gets me every time. 
I'm too busy singing along with "Los Angeles [s Burning," Too busy admiring the famous ‘oohs’ and ‘aahs"- 
which are here in abundance - and the wall of guitars ~ courtesy of messrs. Gurewitz, Hetson and Baker, 
Maybe its time for you to get down of your high horse and check the new stuff out? You'll thank me, (TM) 
www.epitaph.com 


BAIT “Anatomy of Disaster” cd {In At The Deep End) 

This band is comprised on 2 members of 80's/90's crusty rockers Deviated Instinct who laid down one of my 
favourite crust anthems ever ‘Open Wound’. { was expecting an all out crust assault here but was shocked by 
the quality of the recording and more metalcore type song writing. More listens did however reveal that there 
is still hints of the old Deviated Instinct vibe buried in the slick sound on offer here, Personally I feel the 
vocals lack the necessary menace and seem to be slightly low in the mix. A somewhat fortunate live 
inspection of Bait in February revealed them to be excellent in the live arena and sadly I get the feeling that 
this band will be criminally underrated, If you see this ed for sale, buy it, it really is that good, (Leo) 82 
Barlow Drive South, Awsworth, Notts, NGL 21D,UK. www inatthedeependrecords.co.uk 


BARNTOWH WATER TASTES LINE BLOOD demo 

What a cool name fora band. Imagine scribbling that all over your homework journal or schoolbag, Might 
instill a bit of fear into the teachers and get them off your back for a while eh? Anyway, BWTLB hail from 
Dublin and choose hardcore as their preferred medium. Heavily influenced by Bane this is the start of 
something good from the lads, The songs are decent, heading in the right direction with a whole heap of gang 
vocals and some brilliant guitar work. I've yet to see them live although they have played a few times in 


Dublin. Jamie Grimes knowing I’m a hardcore aficionado, i¢ he knew I'd fuckin well like it, passed me ona 
tape copy of this demo. Not overly sure if the band have done anything with it yet but I’m sure if you give 
them a shout they'll hook you up with it. (TM) www. myspace.com/barntownwatertasteslikeblood 


GASED ON REASON “Through Desert Mind” demo cdr 

Picked this demo up in Red Ink despite not knowing a blessed thing about the band. Turns out its some 
Wicklow hardcore with a big leaning to the metalcore genre, although the song “Burn” is a more thrashy 
hardcore affair, while “Spoken Word" is a beautifully constructed instrumental piece. Comparisons wise I 
wouldn't be far off the mark likening them to maybe Medulla Nocte, Liar, Knuckledust and Pantera all 
jumbled up into a heavily tattooed moshpit. Haven't seen them live yet but hopefully they bust out plenty of 
moves and the vocalist can reproduce the voice ~ which sounds impressive on this recording. The blank cdr 
had me cursing the band though... surely a label (even a fuckin hand written one!!) wasn’t too much trouble? 
(TM) sean@hardcore-times.com /thenoise000@hotmail.com 


BATTLES “EP ¢ / B EP” cd (Warp) 

Battles, from New York, feature amongst their ranks, former Helmet and current Tomahawk drummer 

John Stanier and former Don Caballero and Storm And Suess guitarist fan Williams. Some pedigree ch for a 
new band bring ing the instrumental rock. But Battles in all fairness to them do more than live off names 
alone, Add in Dave Konopka on guitar and bass and Tyondai Braxton on keyboard, guitar and electronics and 
you've got four really creative guys, at ease with their instruments and on top form with their musical output. 
EP C houses amongst others a 12 minute monster and aload of beep beep, riff, chugga, jibb, bleep, crash, 
bang, wallop instrumental rockouts. B EP houses more of the same. Overall Staniers drums power the tunes 
along, Keeping a steady beat which allows the others to meander, noodle and probe. Sometimes they just put 
a recording of feedback down as a tune. Arty shit you know. Other times they create some wicked shit. 
Looking forward to hearing more and of course seeing them live. (TM) www. warprecords.com 


BATTLESHIP "To Give Not a Gift" Jinch (Double Negative records) 

First new vinyl in ages from this San Francisco bunch released just in time for their recent tour with WWF alt 
rock types Racebannon. Taking the trashy, part garage/part Antioch Arrow sound hinted at on their first 12" 
into altogether more frenzied and spazzy levels on this silk screened two tracker. The overall impression is 
one of danceable nihilism, Snotty vocals, car alarms guitars and that lethal rhythm section captured in a 
suitably bargain basement production. Maybe not quite as hectic as their live set (they played these tunes way 
faster as far as I remember), but still pretty crazed. Roll on album number 2. (JG) 
www.doublenegativerecords.com 


BEATSTEAKS “Hand InHand” cdep (Epitaph) 

Never been a fan of the Beatsteaks before but the title track on this cdep certainly got my toe tapping. With a 
vocal akin to Dicky Barrett and a musical vibe of The Police it makes for an interesting mix and a catchy as 
hell song. Oddly enough theres an acapella version of the song on here but it actually serves to show how 
marvellously the vocal is delivered. Good song, (TM) www.epitaph.com 


BENNY “All Things Come To An End” cu (Boss Tuneage) 
There are 6 songs here lasting 15 minutes and ranging from twee indie crap to country crap with a slightly 
amusing song at the end. I would suggest that you avoid this at all costs and say thanks to Aston for his 
record label (Boss Tuneage) but not the band he sings (thankfully sang) in, (NMcG) Po Hor 74, Sandy, 
Bedfordshire, SG19 2WB, UK. www. bosstuneage.com 


BETAMAX FORMAT “MXXRahot / Raus!Rausf Tinch (Risc Records) 

The gloriously striking pink running through the cover is as bold as the sound the Betamax Format make. 
Imagine The Redneck Manifesto with only 25% of their guitar usage, having the other 75% replaced by 
squealing fuzzed out electronica, 2 songs with “Raus!Raus!" being the more guitar heavy track, Great stuff, 
the only minor point of information I’d make is that its all a little short but hey that will leave you wanting, 
more.The 70g heavy vinyl is a quite superb touch to a quite superb package. (TM) www.riscrecords.com 


BICKLES CAB “Your Society” 7 inch (Town Clock Records} 

Nice dark red vinyl housing some Discharge punked up crust metal ala Tragedy, Lots of shouting and roaring 
and it all rattles along at a mixed pace with the B side at a much faster pace than side A. 9 songs that sound 
okay, nothing amazing and maybe I would have probably grown tired had it been any longer. Definitely not 
‘one for listening to whilst hungover! (TM) Town Clock Records, Po Box 132, Thirsk, YO7 IWR, UK. 
smallsailor@another.co.uk 


BIG BUSINESS “Head For The Shallow” cd (Hydra Head) 

In all fairness Hydra Head do spoil us with great bands and great releases. Big Business is the latest band I’ve 
gotten into from the label and they feature ex members of Karp and Murder City Devils. Not your average 
Hydra Head fare mind you as Big B go for a headstomping headbanging heavy swampy rock sound littered 
with musical nods to Sabbath, Maiden, Dio and the like, The drums are pounding. And the bass is heavy as 
hell. The vocals are roared at you, they have to be... just to be heard through the thunderous cacophony the 
two piece somehow manage to dispense. Its metal played with intelligence if you like. For a Hydra Head 
release I thought the artwork was below the usual high standards that label has reached in that aspect of 
records as a complete package. A very minor gripe though seeing as Big Business rock the show hard. (TM) 
www.hydrahead.com 


BILLY NO MATES “We Are Legion” cd (10Pasti2) 

Fuck how refreshing is this. Considering I just wasted half and hour of my life listening and writing a review 
of the awful Go Faster Nuns record this was a godsend. Billy No Mates is the first solo record by Duncan 
Redmonds, drummer and vocalist with the legendary Snuff and Guns N Wankers, Here Dunc decides to 
tackle the album ina totally DIY fashion by playing all the instruments on this record and also handling all 
the vocal duties. Its pretty straight forward verse chorus verse fare but when you hear “Seagulls” and 
“Bittersweet” you realise the man shouldn't attempt to do it any other way. If it ain't broken don’t fix it might 
be Duncans motto and long may it continue. As I said “Seagulls” and “Bittersweet” are belters, show the man 
still has it and both are certain to be added in amongst the Snuff and GNW songs on “The Best of Duncan 
Redmonds Collection’, (TM) www. 10past! 2records.com 


BLACK COBRAdemo 

FUCK YES!! Ex members of the legendary 16 and CAVITY get together and in under 6 minutes do enough 
damage to need months to recover, This is fucking HEAVY! Just drums, guitar and voice here, but the swamp 
like molasses thick guitar here will coat you with filth enough for you to not notice the lack of a bass.3 songs 
of primal, battering riffage, snarling vocals and pounding drums that will remind you of their previous bands 
as well as the likes of Floor, Thug, and even Sleep in places, Totally puts me in mind of the excitement of 
getting Bovine records' news letter in the post back in the day and drooling over all those cool split 7"s I could 
never get myself sorted to order Head nodding, filthy bad mood music, the kind I can never get enough of, 
and my only complaint is that this is way too short. I could listen to this band all day. I expect it won't be long 
before some label cottons on these and a full length is gracing my turntable. If you want sludge you got it 
(IG) www, blackcobri.net 


BLACK COUGAR SHOCK UNIT “Hella Black Cougar Shock Unit” cd (Newest Industry) 

Atlanta, Georgias Black Cougar Shock Unit are back and more fearsome then ever. This ep sees them serve 
up a little snippet of what to expect on the full length Three original sonys, All balliant from the scratchy 
rocktastic guitars of “House On Fire”, “A#I Jackass” which sees an immense vocal performance from Alex 
Ulloa and the aptly named “Riff Carnage”, which sees the guitars go crazy - jees the way the songs ends with 
the “Aw Fuck Yeah” lyric is as sweet as a nut, Three cover versions as well, Devo's “Freedom of Choice”, 
Buzzcocks “Lipstick” and Steve Martin's “King Tut’ all yet the BCSU makeover As I said, this serves as a 
great taster for the full length, but please don't overlook the three original songs on here as theyre as good as 
anything the band has done to date. And that’s saying how good they are. (TM) www. thenewestindustry. com 


MUSIC & DVD REVIE WS>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 


BUCKCOUGAR SHOCK UNIT “Godzilla Trinwire” cd Clewest Industry] 

‘This bind rock like motherfuckers. They played Cork toabout 10 oF 15 people and shook the foundations of 
Freds 10 within an inch of theirlives. They played like they were playing to 300 people, heads down, amps to 
11 blasting out thetunes, Fuckin rockin, Seriously fuckin rockin The album plays the exact same way. 
“Mississippi Caviar” and “What Happened’ kick the doors down, screaming “fuck you” at the top of their 
voices, razor-sharp guitars cutting their way into your head. If you like the much loved and respected Panthro 
UK United 13's then you'll fuckin cream yourself over this, Alex Ulloa taking the rock up ten notches, Theres 
ots ofsongs to getthroughand each one is rockin, chock full of energy, the guirats and voice driving them 
along st ferocious paces. They ill have something different to admire; “Tofurkey is Faux Turkey” houses the 
brilliart “theyre coming for you" line, “Whit Happened?” has a guitar and voice sound that feels like theyre 
about io break, while “We Don't Have A Nail Big Enough To Hang Peter Lorre” has to be heard just to hear 
Ulloa sing the gruff heartfek “look to gods and assholes o tell you what to do, look to gods and assholes to 
Know whats best for you!” lyric. Sublime. While they’re influenced by bands such as Black Flag, Rocket 
From The Crypt, Avail, AC/DC, Hot Water Music and Naked Raygun, Black Cougar Shock Unit, quite 
applaulably, createtheir own sound Myself and Niall McGuirk realise how absolutely brilliant this band is 
Its high time for everyone else to cop on. Great band, great songs, great album. Play this fucker loud! (TM) 
www. thenewestindsstry.com 


BUCKCROSS ‘Widewes Bloody Widows” cd (Reflections! 

Bhck Cross, if youdidn’t know, hail from Louisville Kentucky and feature former members of By The Grace 
Of God, Endpoint and The National Acrobat. “Widows Bloody Widows" is acollection of out of print vinyl 
only released songs and their frst Eps when Black Cross were known as Black Widows. A dozen songs, 
chockel full of staccato stop start riffs, passionate vocals and thumping drums alladding up to some brilliant 
rockers. They've been compared to everyone fiom Swiz to Black Flag to Drive Like Jehu to Rites OF Spring, 
but dos’t immediately sound like any of those. Take hardcore, punk and rock, lob ‘em into a bag, of starving 
ferrets and Black Cross emerges. Sometimes compilation cds can be a disjointed affair, this comp manages to 
avoid that plus! found this a great listen secing as [havea big interest inal the genres they mash into their 
sound, The artworkand booklet layout are and added bonus. Ireland should have bands like this. (TM) 

www. reflectionsrecirds.com 


BUCK IVES "Gough' cd (Dischont) 


T have? goldfish inmy house. They were apresent for my 2kids. My first reaction was to get ridof them. I 
dida"t wantto keepthese creatures in a bowl in my house til they die. They'd be better of in a pond free. 
Anyway the kids wanted them and [started looking at them in the bowl, on a daily basis. [saw how they 
would swim vigorously from ore end ofthe bowl to the other, reach then end, turn round and start all over 
again. People say they've 215 second memory and that gets them through the monotony. They always seem 
to remember when it’s time fortheir food, Black Eyes remind me of the goldfish. They go offon tangent 
after tangent in their music but always seemto remember to capturethe listener. Theit first album (self titled) 
is one of the best collection of songs in my collection Very few songs that I listen to move me in the way 
“Someone has his fingers brokes” does. None on this album reach-that quality and after Listened to this fist 
I was ready to bin it I decided to sit down and give it another try,,.A proper one - just me, the couch, @ 
coffee ind Black Eyes. 1 was trnsformed. They go where they choose in their-songs,they shout, they 
screamand head indifferent directions. Most of the time they come back3itl great sorps- This igthe sop, oG 
band I want to playin. (NMcG) Dischord 3819 Beecher Street NW, Washington DC 20007, Hii = ; 
www. dischored.com ff ee ant CSTE 
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8 WHISKEY Cashed OutOn Culture"cd (Punkcore) 


sloriouly infectious *Poxy Pub’ (complete with splendid a 
With eae, the song revolving around the catchiest chorus thi 
i ghlight. “Ruler Ruler” should have you lepping around the 
and “They Say No” end the recacd in fine style, both hitting 
youreaching for theplay buttonto enjoy it all been a fan of whal Blood or Whiskey have 
done before then you' I not be dsappointed with this offering which also happehs to feats Cait ee. 
of The Pogues. Incidentally, oneof the lunch gigs for this recird inf Mountjoy Prison! Mad! Now 


id and The Cash Deceiver” 
spot with some fine choruses which will have 


if they would just send the money they owe me that would be great. Hey maybe they should renanité Ue batid—~ 


Blood From A Ston, © (TM) www.bloodorvhiskey.com | www. punkcorecom 


BOMBSHELLROCKS The Conclusion’cd Household Name) 

It"sa good while since I was firs introduced to Bombshell Rocks via their vocalist spitting his head off when 
they supported Drogkicks Murphys and US Bombs in Slatterys inwhat seems like many a moon ago, They 
reeked of a bad Rancid impersonation that night, but subsequently turned out to be much better on their studio 
recordings, Now after a3 year break, anda trimming offthe line up, they're back witha slight change in 
direction, spewing out some hi tempo hi octane garage punk nroll They've picked a great opener in “Move 
RhythmCity”, driven by a catchy chorus you pick up on first listen and find yourself singing away at 
unexpeded moments, More guitars than before and the energy I felt ftom this must be commended. For fans 
of Hot Snakes, Rancid, Social Distortion, Hellacopters and The Clash. (TM) Household Name Records, Po 
Box 12286, London SW9 GFE, UK. www.householdnamerecords.co, uk 


BOMS ‘tad Blood” cf Claterad 

Boxes is two pieceangular/ noise rock band based in Dublin, although I'm sure they originally hail from 
Offaly. “Bad Blood’ released onDutch label Laterax, is their second full length and the follow up to “Big 
Ships InThe Night, Small Boatsin The Moming’, their first album which saw the light of day back in August 
2003, So who betterto get to produce this new batch of songs other than the legendary Steve Albini, the lads 
having recorded in his equally legendary Electrical Audio studio in Chicago. Albini does his job but Gavin 
(guitars, bass and vocals) and Mark (drums and possibly vocals) really do theirs. Highlights are plentiful 
“Rourke” kicks things off, Mastodon-esque playing nailing the song down. “Name Me" is Slint with Bruce 
Springsteen on vocals. Well kind of. “Walk Man” has an almost pop chorus decimated by spiky guitars and 
thythms while “Same Again” has a vocal nomally found on recordings by The Ex. Surrounding those high 
poinis are tunes withan array ofNoMeansNo and Shellac inspired armoury. A decent album, Go get. (TM) 
www, boresmusie.con 


BRACKETAETARDS. BRACKET. Pleasure Books For Young Children” cit (Plastic Donkey) 

Ab would you look who it is... its Marshall Applewhite and Frank Osterflood back with some more crazy 
shit, Buthold up, they’ ve brought a friend, why its little John Wayne Gacy they’ ve just added to the freak 
show. How about that. The result “Pleasure Books For Young Children” is disturbing, The lyrics read like 
American Psycho. The music ~acacophony of noise, semi industrial sounds and electronics is equally 
unbalanced ~ like the Ransom soundtrack mixed into a slasher/snuff movie but fucked up 100 fold, A concept 
album, the lyrics and tracks are all interwined, “Gossop Wolfe” for instance has to be read along to the 
“music” Devoid of any real thythm salvation comes in the fact you could almost dance to the disco funk put 
through the Retards grinder that is “Robot Cock”. The lyrics are a worryingly fascinating read -"Pole Dancer” 
goes fora “it’s a Chinese snack tox breakfast roll and every body in the house is gonna get their hole” line 
while the album ends with “Still | was growing bored so I set about devising a plan for that evening, I came 
up witha real peach. walked into a strangers kitchen, put my head on the table and said I am Lucifer chop 
my head of. I felt the serrated edge eating the back of my neck. It was really cool” Great to see them doing 
their bit in the promotion of the Irish language as they fit “Is maith liom milseain” into almost every song and 
one track is alarmingly called “Is maith lion an buachaill", Some will marvel at the unstable nature of it all 
Others will scoffand dismiss it as a pile of nonsense. The choice my dear reader is yours. This is so unsettling 
Talmost rang the Garda Confidential Hotline to report the band, (TM) www.retards plasticdonkey..com 


——-—incredibly.stupid_The failure 
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BRAHMAN“A Forlorn Hope" cd (Revelation) 

Possible the worst record I've reviewed in 10 issues of this zine and definitely the worst record Revelation 
have ever released. Apparently they’ ve sold 500,000 copies of this tripe in their native Japan, What docs that 
say? The Japanese have no taste? Well they do eat raw fish, This is so fuckin lame, Avoid like the fuckin 


plague. (TM) Revelation Records, Po Box 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232, USA. 
www.revelationrecords.com 


BULLET TRAIN TO VEGAS “We Put Scissors Where Our Mouths Are” cd (Nitro) 

At The Drive In/The Icarus Line. First bands that came into my head when I turned this baby on. All that 
staccato riffage and screaming vocals. Even the song titles have that At The Drive In/The Icarus Line feel 
about them. So it was no surprise to see Alex Newport produced seeing as he produced both those bands, And 
ast rattled along I kinda grew tired of it fairly quickly. Sure theres some head bopping rock outs but 
ultimately there just isn’t enough of them and the record as a long player tends to blur song into song, 
Possibly more enjoyable had it been an Ep. (TM) www. nitrorecords.com 


PPPS >>>>>>>>>>>>>> 


CALL ME LIGHTHING “The Trouble We're In” cd (Revelation) 

Nice surprise this one. Never heard of this band until I got the ed for review. From the off you're treated to an 
eclectic mix of Mission of Burma, Shellac, Minutemen, Jon Spencer Blues Explosion type clatter ~ plenty of 
lively balls out rock (“We Be Dragons” and “Ghouls") and creeping angular compositions (“Ghosts In The 
Mirror” and “Hungry Find"), Throw in some synths for added effects, the occasional flirtation with blues rock 
(albeit a nasty punk rock version of blues), and a drummer who beats the living daylights from his kit and 


you've got yourself a gem of a band. (TM) Po Box 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232, USA. 
www. revelationrecords.com 


CAN'T DECIDE “Cant Decide” cd (Boss Tune: 
Formed in the late eighties from the ashes of “legendary” UKHC bands Ripcord and Heresy (7), Can't Decide 
are Dag Nasty style melodic hardcore. Thi ‘complete works of." CD, with everything they’ ve ever 

done on here. Unfortunately, I don't think much of their proper songs, let alone 11 previously unheard demos 
Tknow I'm being a negative nelly but the songs do tend to sound the same and I've heard a million bands like 
this. Granted, these guys were around in the eighties but if they were quality they'd stand over time, right? 
‘The songs are repetitive and forgettable and the vocals are bland as fuck, (CF) www. bosstuneage.com 


CAPTAIN MOOKLIGHT “Agroculture Pt. 1 live From The Farmshed” cur self id 
If[’m not mistaken Captain Moonlight is one of the Homebrew crew who did the rounds on both the punk. 
and hip hop circuits a few years back. I saw them once actually when they played with Cold War and a few 
others one Saturday afternoon upstairs in The Cobblestones bar in Smithfield. They were cool. Well able to 
rap and [ remember saying fair fucks to them for playing such a punk leaning bill. Now, after going solo for 
the last few years, Captain Moonlight gets his shit together to release this long player cdr. In hip hop, the two 
essential ingredients are a) the voice b) the beats. This is where this cdr both succeeds and fails. The success 
is Moonlights voice. The boy sure can rap. The lyrics are brilliantly put together and the fact that he does it all 
ie Rate tonBUe Titkes rat the better-‘cos-lets face it Irish rappers sounding American just sound 


it dgesnsthamper the lyrical delivery it doesn’t add fo if either. Worth checking out all the same to imagine 
~how gteat this might fave’sounded had say someope like DJ Flip or someone from the Def Jux label produced 
hiraécompanyiriiysbunds. (TM) Album.available PH All City records, Crow Street, Templebar, Dublin. 
La 19 = 


COFFIKS demo 7008" 


the backing tracks. cate and samples are too flat, uninspiring and while 
Jelivery itd fo i 


Dora | 


ns tu the punk spirit of the sludge thing enough for plenty of you punks. This 
str becaiise of the aforementioned Winter influence (in case you're under 25 or 
what it- Winter = old ABC No Rio band who accidentally invented the whole Sludge 
ate 80s by'taking Celtic Frost, Amebix, Crass and Swans, slowing everything to almost glacial 
the absolutely classic "Into Darkness" Ip. Which is still, 15 
years on from when I first heard it, THE HEAVIEST FUCKING THING I HAVE EVER HEARD!!), along 
with hints of Celtic Frost, Autopsy and Corrupted. Definitely goes for the throat a lot more than their previous 
band but it's still not exactly the fastest thing you'll ever hear. Lengthy, heavy stuff that's an enjoyably grim 
“way-of spending 20 or so-minuex Of Your day—And whadda you know, like seemingly every other demo band 
ve reviewed so far, they've been 3napped up by a latiel (Razorback) for an album release. Jesus, I better keep 
these demos... wait till my aah needs braces, fay here I come...(JG) www. coffins jp 


COLDWAR ‘In Tha SunsO s” cu (Underground Movement) 

in the Suns Dead Rays"Séts Dublins Coldwar c@Atjhue their movement into a more metal sound than the 
heavy hardcore punk they Tirst vornitéd onto us unsispecting fans of all things Irish and punk. With the 
addition of Trevor of Stagnation Indecent Xposure on vocals theres a new weight added to the songs as 
Trevor growls his way through the lyrics, the due! metalled up guitars sending riffs and solos thundering into 
the air from all directions. “War Rising” and “Dirty Protest" caught my ears the most. The metal direction 
isn't bad at all but a mix of the new metal direction and the older sound; the hardcore punk stuff, would be a 
superb blend in my opinion for when the boys record again. Some marvellous and suitably bleak cover 
artwork from the pen/mouse of Sean Fitzgerald of Protest zine rounds the whole package off quite neatly, 
(1M) 10 Shantalla Drive, Beaumont, Dublin 9, Ireland. www. coldwar667.com 


COLISEUM demo 

I know very little about Ryan Patterson besides the fact that the guy is in like eight fucking bands, Breather 
Resist, Black Cross, and probably a few more. Well, guess what? Yep, here he is again fronting COLISEUM. 
One could be cynical and say that the only two genres the guy hadn't Covered yet were Tragedy-core and 
sleazy tock a la Zeke so he started this band to do both at once. The vocals, guitar tone and speed are total 
Tragedy. The riffs and structures however are pure rock, almost like Turbonegro or something in places. 
‘Surprisingly enough it's nota bad combination, and basically they just come off as a very low tuned version 
of vintage Motorhead. There are 400 other records I would rather listen to than this, but it's one of the better 
demos I've heard lately, and it makes for fine drinking music. Nice packaging too. Hardly essential, but if you 
know someone who has this or the album that's out now on Level Plane (7!), tape/burn it off them and whack 
it on inthe background as you crack in to the evening's first can of Dutch Mold. Also useful for playing "spot 
the Stooges riff” when you're bored. (JG) www. level-plane.com 


COMEBACK KID Wake The Dead” cd (Victory) 

Victory take the pretty dollars made from their cash in on that whole puny whingey emo pop rock shite and 
release something that rivals some of the decent stuff they put out years ago. Its been almost 6 years since 
Victory released Shutdown's “Few and Far Between” , the last album released by the label which rocked my 
stereo big time. Now, finally, heres a record that on first listen rivals it then on subsequent listens betters it. 
Playing straight up no frills hardcore that’s littered with huge melodic choruses which opens up plenty of 
room for sing-alongs Comeback Kid have struck gold with their formula. The songs are concise and to the 
point and its all over ina couple of heartbeats, In fact the average song length is a mere 2 minutes long, while 
only the one song makes it over the 3 minute mark and that's only by a few seconds! With a smart 
combination of huge gang vocals, sharp guitars, anthemic and energetic songs, Comeback Kid create music to 
get the heart pumping which is what hardcore is all about, If like me your interest in hardcore has waned a 
little its an absolute must that you check this record by Comeback Kid out, Outstanding, (TM) 

www. victoryrecords.com 


COMPLAN democdr 

5 song demo from a band who make the forces of melody and hardcore meet head on ina fistfight with 
neither giving ground away Its raw in style and sound, but its clear to see that Complan have the bones of 
something good. The third song “Shambles of a Government” rattles out a straight up hardcore anthem ala 
Youth of Today or 7 Seconds and hey! is that Ian Paisley or the Cookie Monster fronting vocals on “Killian”? 
The intro had me smiling. I could picture vocalist Cormac playing out his James Is Mean fascination to the 
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beatdown music....all tough guy hardcore mosh manoeuvres, flailing arms and angry faces! (TM) 
complanhardcore@hotmail.com 


CONVERGE “You Fail Ma”cd (Epitaph 

Wow! Talk about getting hit for six... this fuckin hit me for six twice in fact. And months later its still having 
the same impact in both making we swoon and still being a great fuckin record to listen to... especially on 
headphones while walking through crowds of disgusting cretinous people!! He he. More diverse than “Jane 
Doe” and all the better for it, “You Fail Me” is a tornado of destruction, Whether its smashing heads in on the 
vicious “Black Cloud” or “Heartless” or lulling the listener into a false sense of security on the acoustic “In 
Her Shadow”, theres always something threatening and unnerving about a Converge record and this effort 
never fails to deliver onthe that front, Be it Jacob Bannons wild chaotic screaming vocals, Ben Kollers 
precision head pounding drumming, Kurt Ballou hammering out guitar riffs and licks like a mental hospital 
escapee or the low end body shaking rumble of Nate Newtons bass, the four piece fix a nasty snear across 
their faces and let loose. Powerful stuff. Fantastic, One of the top 5 albums of 2005. On a side note it might be 
interesting to see if the switch to Epitaph does much for the band. Time will tell 1 suppose. (TM) 

wow, epitaph.com 


COOPER “Makes Tomorrow Alright” cd (Kung Fu) 

Seems to be the same Cooper I had some stuff by years ago. Yep the same Dutch pop punkers alright. Very 
fuckin happy fellows and right now its not rubbing off on me despite the fact its sunny outside, I've the day 
off work and I’m not hungover, It hurts that Bill Stevenson lowered himself to produce and record this. 
Shame on you Bill. Another throwaway pop punk record I’m afraid. If you're gonna buy anything that’s come 
out on Kung Fu in the last year or so do the right thing and buy Social Distortions “Sex, Love and 
Rock'n'Roll”, You'll thank me, Whos this Niall Quinn character that wrote the lyrics for “Ship Ahoy”? 
Hardly the Limerick Niall Quinn is it? Niall of The Hitchers/Pennywhores fame? Someone find out and let 
me know. I'm far too lazy to be carrying out such actions. (TM) www.kungfurecords.com 


COUGARS “Pillow Tatk” cd (Go Kart) 

Recorded by the legendary Steve Albini in Electrical Audio Studios, Cougars easily manage to whip up a 
Jesus Lizard dry humping Rocket From The Crypt tornado of punk and post hardcore rock with a touch of 
brass, Its noisy but has melody, time changes and hooks — enough to keep you entertained. Some bizarre song 
titles in the likes of “Toxic Fox Syndrome”, “Whos Got The Sniff?’, “Ultimate Horseness” and “Someone 
Out There Has My Boner Picture"! © Great paintings make up the cover and booklet artwork which tells a 
little story based around the “Pillow Talk” album title. Worth taking a chance on if you see it for a half decent 
price. (TM) www. gokartrecords.de 


CRAYONSMITH / WINDINGS split Christmas cdr 

Fun little Christmas cdr copied up to coincide with some live dates the boys are doing together. Windings do 
“The Night Before Christmas”. It’s all dreamy, like an alter boy/gospel singer sung hymn, Crayonsmith 
covers the semi funky Flaming Lips “Christmas At The Zoo” and fucks a heap of stuff into the melting pot 
with lots going on. Theartwork is priceless ~ hand drawn by each band member - its like Christmas cards 
you'd see hanging in primary schools the length and breath of the country. (TM) www.windingswindings.com 


CRIME IN STEREO “The Troubled Stateside” cd (Mitral 

Some of this rocks. Maybe like the last H20 record where Toby Morses vocals got all melodic and the music 
had an added bounce factor. The rest of it stinks to high heaven. After a bright start the nu-emo leanings this 
band desire to include disgusted me. Even more so when you read lyrics which are politically charged. An nu 
‘emo band doing political? Doesn't add up does it. Theres glimmers of their Long Island hardcore roots when 
they play the fast aggressive stuff, theres some good shout along anthems, but more often that not they're 
crying into their soup and its painful, (TM) www.nitrorecords.com 


CRUMB “Evenings And Wi "cd (MickeyRourkestridge) 

The album is named after a line in a Gang Of Four Song so you would be well in your rights to expect some 
visceral, biting guitars. There's no sparseness in here, all songs played with great melody. The band say they 
didn’t name themselves after the artist Robert Crumb (made all the more famous by the movie American 
Splendour) but there’s no escaping him. However the sound is more a tribute to bands like the Stars Of 
Heaven or the Go Betweens than any comic. It's a throwback a few years to nice guitar based pop and is a 
very refreshing listen. [t's one of those records that where you remember the songs after one listen and you'll 
be singing along soon too, (NMcG) www. crumbmusic.com 


CUB SCOUT DISCO “Graveyard of Ambition” cdr 

The schizophrenic Galwegians are back . Yet again showing their many faces they drag us through another 
bunch of songs determined to avoid being pigeon holed. Usually a band with a good mix of styles is 
something I'd find interesting, but it has to be done right. Cub Scout Disco fail a little here. Theres no flow. 
To be honest it's a bit all over the place, sloppy and scratchy, and the transitions and tempo changes are loose 
and jetky. Its almost like a different band on each song. The whole piano intro smacks off AFI. When they 
serve up some raw hardcore punk you'll kinda hear Black Flag or Bad Brains as influences. Then they'll 
delve into the world of rock with “They Won't Listen”, while “One Last Time For Clarity” mixes the rock 
moments with the hardcore ones. The entire band should be hung drawn and quartered for the 
reggac/raggamuffin bit they wrote into the final song. Better than their previous effort “Apologies In 
Advance" but I think they should pick one or two styles, stick to them and develop them more. (TM) /8 
Connollys Tce, Bohermore, Galway, http;//homepage.eircom.net/~cubscoutdisco flash. html 


DAMAGE DEPOSIT “Straight To The Bottom"? inch (Havoc) 

The first thing that stuck me about this Damage Deposit 7 inch was the superb packaging and artwork 
Someone put on hell ofa lot of effort into it, printing lyrics and explanations (which make for an interesting 
and informative read) and some great visuals, So with the eye caught it was great to sce the ear caught as 
well, seeing as DD bust out some damn fine raging hardcore. Songs like “21+=0", “Make The Skynyrd Stop” 
and “Floorpunched In The Nuts: Ninjaz Strike Back" are vein popping in their delivery and execution. The 
lyrics to “Make The Skynyrd Stop” are brilliant , “Make The Skynyrd Stop, Make The Skynyrd Stop, Make it 
Stop! Flush the redneck bullshit like a stinking turd, Bringin down the mallet if you yell Freebird”! DD kinda 
remind me of RAMBO in both sound and lyrical approach, They also feature Felix Havoc on vocals, Cant say 
enough good things about this 7 inch, Hardcore for the hardcore. (TM) Havoc, Po Box 8545, Minneapolis, 
MN 55408, USA. www.havocrex.com 


DAN “Thology” cd (Hoss Tuneagel 

Double cd with 64 songs here. If you manage to listen to this in 1 sitting you have my everlasting admiration 
for perseverance. My guess is that stubbornness is onc of your strengths. (Also I want to know where you get 
the spare time for such an indulgence. __) Dan were around in the late 80's and were precursors to Sofahead 
The members of the band went on the feature in many UK pop punk acts from that era, most as unmemorable 
as DAN. They were part of a thriving punk scene that ran things DIY and needn't concern itself with how 
band members paid their mortgage. Unfortunately the songs are pretty forgetful and out of the 64 here it's 
hard to pick a great memory, (NMcG) www. bosstuneage.com 


DEAD TO ME “Cuban Ballerina’ cd (Fat Wreck] 

Dead to Me features a guy called Chicken on vocals and bass. Apparently hes in charge of mailorder at Fat 
Wreck and also plays in some band called Western Addiction that I've never heard of On drums he brought 
in his cousin, while on guitars he brought in Jack and Brandon formerly of One Man Army, with Jack also 
lending his voice to Dead to Mes songs. According to the bio, Chicken started the band afler a successful trip 
to rehab for drink and drug addiction, the result of his struggles forming the inspiration for the majority of the 
songs on here. { like what they do though, mixing the old school late 70's punk rock of Stiff Little Fingers and 
Buzzcocks with early 90's bands Crimpshine and Jawbreaker, The have some tunes and that and the two 
voeal attack makes all the difference, Incidentally, Alex Newport produces. Hes come along way since Fudge 
Tunnel, (TM) www.fanereck.com 


DEATH BY STEREO “Death for Life” cd (Epitaph Records) 
Always a band for me that offered more then just generic hardcore, Death by Stereo return with an album that 
is as varied as it is good. Singer Eric Schulz engages a lot more throat growling on ‘Death for Life’ then on 
previous albums but I can’t help shaking off a Faith no More, 90's metal fec! that I get when listening to this 
album. The song ‘forever and a day’ is pure Faith no More Angel Dust era. This is a strong well thought out 
album that has had a lot of effort and thought put into it. Where Death by Stereo stands in today's musical 
landscape however is unclear but I sadly fear this little gem of an album will be passed by. (DS) Epitaph 
Europe, PO Box 10574, 1001 EN Amsterdam. www.epitaph.com 


DEATH FROM ABOVE 1979 “You're A Woman, I'm AManchine” cd (679) 

One bleedin song. That's all it took for DFA1979 to convince me they were worth taking a chance on, What 
with the outstanding “Blood On Our Hands” single on constant rotation I really wanted to buy the single but 
seeing as the single was 5 euro for a couple of songs and the album (with bonus 2 cd) was only 15 euro, I 
shelled out the bit extra to see what else the Canadian two piece had in their arsenal, So a few listens in and its 
all going well, the “Blood On Our Hands” track being on repeat play for weeks on end, while the crashing 
“Turn It Out” and the disco funk punk of “Romantic Rights” were challenging it for top spot on the best songs 
onthe album list. Then a few weeks later and the album had run out of legs. The drums and bass only just all 
sounded and suffered from being that bit too samey with thé limited options of a two piece coming to the fore. 
‘A few months later and the album rarely gets a full airing, with me choosing instead to select and listen to a 
random tracks before knocking it off and playing something else. Cool band, cool concept, cool vibe, cool 
artwork and a bloody great song in “Blood On Our Hands” but its up to them now to get creative for their 
next recordings. (TM) www.679recordings.com 


DENOVISSIMIS ~“s/t" cdr (Ming records) 

Any notions you have of putting this on your headphones while walking should be wiped from your thoughts 
immediately. So slow is the action here you'd never make you destination should you walk to the speed of the 
sound emanating from your set. See De Novissimis play the slowest, ugliest, screeching, stoned out on weed 
inspired dirge to ever grace this land, Its fuckin doom man! Black metal infested doom. One long track that 
crawls, no wait whats slower than crawling?, slow crawling? Yep that’s it... one long track that crawls slowly 
along until some blast beats stab it in the arse and move the whole thing along, Its not for everyone and sure 
isn't that the fun of it. (TM) the pyrate dead(@yahoo.com 


DONT LOOK DOWN “The Fear in Love" cu {Nitra} 

These guys have played with all your favourite JAPANESE FACE RIPPING NOISY GRINDCORE BANDS 
like Yellowcard, Simple Plan and New Found Glory. Bet you've started the hunt for it already! © There 
seems to be a million bands that sound like this and my god do they all stink! Its big hair rock meets pop 
punk, like Def Leppard dry humping No Use For A Name. Sure its tight, extremely well played, catchy as 
hell but its so heartless and boring. (TM) www.nitrorecords.com 


DROPKICK MURPHYS “Singles Collection Vol. 21998-2004" cd (Helical) 

A beauty of a cd to get to review. I mean songs by Stiff Little Fingers, Cocksparrer, AC/DC, John Fogarty, 
Iron Cross, Gang Green, Motorhead, Sham 69, Misfits and Angelic Upstarts being covered by Dropkick 
Murphys in classic Dropkick Murphys mode. I'd rather listen to this in its entirety than their last few albums 
in their entirety. The songs are compiled from various split 7 inches, 7 inches and compilations so it's an 
extremely handy cd for non viny! collectors, for new fans who didn't even know these releases exist or the 
passive Dropkicks fan. At 23 songs in total its also great value, Wow, I sound like I’m selling it for them! 
(TM) www. hell-cat.com 


OROPKICK MUBPHYS “The Warriors Code” cd (Hellcat) 

Jaysus the Dropkicks are hammering albums out. Cashing in on their popularity no doubt. These days when | 
get a Dropkicks album the first thing I check is what traditional songs they’ ve covered this time. Not for 
excited anticipation of course but rather for the cheese factor and generally the outcome is eyes thrown to 
heaven. And hell they don't disappoint this time round either, with “The Greens Fields of France” and a 
particular favourite trad song of mine “The Auld Triangle” getting the Dropkicks makeover. Surely they're 
tuning out of trad songs to cover? But you've got to take the good with the bad ‘cos when they're writing 
their own compositions and are on form they really can come up with some glorious moments such as the 1-2 
punch of opener “The Warriors Code”, the almost pop bounce of “Sunshine Highway” and the pretty bleak 
story behind the lyrics to “Last Letter Home”. Theres also another Woody Guthrie penned song this time out 
with “I'm Shipping Up To Boston”. It’s the usual fusion of streetpunk, trad and rock n roll with possibly more 
bagpipes than before so if youre a fan already then you'll be more than satisfied, (TM) www.hell-cat.com 


DUFUS “Neuborns” cd [Pro-Anti, ronman Records) 

This is a strange one ~ Dufus are from Neu Yok and do that thing similar to The Moldy Peaches. Now the 
thing { hate about the Moldy Peaches is all their theatrical carry-on. So this ain't like them in that way.....no 
theatrical bollocks here It reminds me of Frank Zappa (who's music I could never listen to) and Captain 
Beefheart. Some tracks delve into a Sun Ra Orchestra feel, and then switch back up to a folksier calmer 
Butthole Surfers feel. 

So yep its weird shit, varied at times. Some cool tracks like ‘Ploo & Brof’ get me all fuzzy and listening in 
big-time ~ probably the wacky Captain Beefheart feel though(love a bit of Beefheart at times, ‘Safe as Milk’ 
and that).But then the album sinks back into avant-garde-folky doodlings! ® or Ween type stuff ® - but only 
for a small bit thankfully... I was thinking that this music must be pretty hard stulf to write. Its not like you 
do your verse chorus verse or do a standard rock type song. Anyways....this album won't appeal to everyone. 
But it’s healthy to have stuff like this being released on small diy labels to throw a spanner in the works once 
ina while. Taking Acid while listening to Captain Beefheart is obviously still a popular pass-time in the 
Dufus camp, that’s for sure. (ES) www.ironmanrecords.co.uk 


EASPAMEASA “Renounce a Dethrone” cdr (self released) 

A lot of people are drawing comparisons between Easpa Measa and Tragedy. The Irish Tragedy I've heard 
them referred to as in fact. I guess its somewhat fair but a similarity to Tragedy isn’t all that Easpa Measa 
have in their creative tanks. I hear a dirtier rawer slightly crustier Isis sound in there. Maybe Damos guitar is 
responsible for that, Maybe not. Nonetheless its a different sound to that of the album they previously 
released. The drumming is a powethouse display, some magnificent double bass, and the blast beats sit 
amongst more calculated and structured stuff very comfortably. The tug-o-war between the male and female 
vocals is another special ingredient the band possess and they use it wisely. A band not content with merely 
thrashing their music out theres some melody worming away in there which is great to hear. Nice packaging 
as well. A brown cardboard sleeve ~ possibly recycled ~ and with a skull, bones and band logo printed on the 
front. Simple but very effective. Inside you get a foldout lyric sheet which sees each songs lyrics 
accompanied by a suitable image and an explanation of the songs theme, A good idea and it works out well. If 
you've any interest in heavy music you'll enjoy this. (TM) 57 Woodview, Lucan, Co Dublin, Ireland, 
easpameasa @'yahoo.com 


ELBASTAROO - demo cdr 

El Bastardo play brilliant noisy rock in the vein of early Amphetamine Reptile Records stuff like Helmet and 
Unsane Hailing from The Peoples Republic of Cork, they feature two members of Revolution of a Sun and a 
Ruler of the Planct, and the frenetic three piece team up to simply rock out. The production (handled by the ex 
Cyclefly vocalist) is of a high standard for a demo recording but luckily it doesn’t strangle the bands rawness 
Theres a stoner vibe to some of the songs and the fantastic “Cheap Motel” could be Rapeman or Big Black. 
Song title of the year goes to the hilariously named “I Was a Refugee in your Love Camp". Noisy rock songs 
with a sense of humour, what more could you ask for. (TM) Noel@thru-u.com 


ELBASTARDO / SLOMATICS splitTinch 

No doubt the plan for this 7 inch was hatched way back when El Bastardo and The Naut fell drunkenly into 
each others arms on a few occasions in the much missed Wolfhound Pub and Fred Zeppelins in Cork. Dunno 
what the thinking behind the solitary single track each is about though, but its very fuckin short and a bit 
disappointing to be honest. Anyway, El Bastardo serve up “Dead at 30, Buried at 60" (which is on their 
demo) ~a song full of Big Black antics and movements, while Slomatics deliver “Pity The Fool” ~ which 


MUSIC & DVD REVIEWS>>>>>>>> 
sounds akin to “Selfless” era Godflesh and actually is a better trackthan some of the songs on their “Flooding 
The Weit” mini album. Two different styles, two good songs. Bothbands arc pressing up covers for this. | got 
the El Bastardo created cover which features a small printed area on either side of the sleeve anda simple 
band name on either side of the vinyl itself. So there! (TM) Noel@jhru-u.com 


EMERY “The Weaks End™ cd (Golf) 

Icould have dismissed this asa piece of shite after the first song but I let Emery burn on Where they are 
pigeon-holed into the whole emo category, they’ ve a quality whichis particularly different to the rest The 
lead vocals are very relaxed and the their music has a mature soundto it. Emery are not afraid to get heavy as 
“The Ponytail Parade" shows us. A fine piece of musicianship which lies more on the easy listening side than 
moshing on the beer soaked dancefloor and slipping. “By All Accounts (today was adisaster)” show the lead 
vocalist’s distinctive, clear and melodic voice which inmy opinion makes Emery. A big thumbs up for me 
Emery are good and have the potential to become great (LR) www-gol/records.co.uk 


HISIGH / FIG AO split inch (Household Mame Records) 

Stand next to the record player while playing this one ‘eos fuck it itll be over before you know it. Fig 4.0 
fiom Leeds take Side A. “4.0", “Commut johemian Grove” and “T.A.O HL.K", being the songs they 
unleash all being «-vary ing and thrashing mix of hardcore and punk styles. New Jerseys Ensign roll out on 
Side B. “A Plce’, “Circa 1985” and “Three Cab Keep A Secret”, are the thiee songs the bust out with ex 
Cirele Again drummer John O'Neill handling the beats, Fig 4.0 have a supetb full length already released and 
Ensign have numerous full lengths and epsto their name but if you're not familiar with either band heres a 
good place to start. Whats even more interesting is that both bands played Limerick during the fruitful AMC 
years. (TM) www.howseholdnamere conds.co. uk 


(SC. TheHangedMants Kot AVictim™ demo cir 

Do we need more instrumental post rock bands in Irish DIY? The answer is a resounding “NO!” 

One 14 minute track that sounds like a guitarist and drummer jamming their various songs while they're 
waiting for the bass player and singer to show up with the slab of Dutch Goll sothey can start band practice. 
(TM) caant_esc_us@yahoo.co.uke 


ESCAPE THE FATE Theres No Sympathy Far The Dead” cd{Epitaphl 

Christ how bad is this. Whiny wieners and powder puff boys wearing nail varnish and styled haircuts playing, 
pop punk welded to heavy metal? Truly awful. Who do we blame for this shit? The parents? The friends? The 
teachers? The record labels? They're all to fuckin blame. (TM) www.epitaphcom 


ASTEL ayes Arsh Rabbits, They BuiltATunneLFellOn To The Pavementhnd Died cd{Litie Plastic 
apes! 

Fuck you, Estel folks, if you think for one second Im going to type the whole title of your album, Who do 
you think youare, Fiona Apple? Jesus christ you freaks, it's fucking3 inthe moming,[ have no time for you 
and your silly record title about dreams of rabbits having the shit knocked out ofthem inan alleyway or 
whatever it is. have 6 million other reviews and a fucking interview to transcribe here you jipless, 
inconsiderate nun molesting scutterhawks, Way to piss off reviewers with your 3 page long album title, you 
knackers, Eick you. Goodalbum though. Yes dear readers, Estel 2005 has developed fangs after years of 
having baby teeth, and they're about to sink them into your face. Starting with the sound of a fire alarm in an 
operating theatre and finishing with a ghost having a nervous breakdown, Estel'sthird album expands on the 
uptight new wave and film soundtrack space outs of previous but also adds dashes of furious freewheeling 
punk (exchibita: "Little mucous monsters"), epic kraut-doom ("I am but a vessel"), and genuinely creepy 
nursery rhyrmes ("Kings amongst men"). The new line up seems to hive injected a venom and vigour that 
wasnt previously there, guitars in particular coming a little more to the fore, and the bass work being, a litle 
more fluid, A stripped down DIY production and some amazing Sheil’aitwork complete a record that already 
sets ahigh standard for whatever else comes out of this country this year. If youliked Estel before then you 
will love this, but more importantly if you didnt this will be the album to convert you. Goseé em live as well, 
you'll be surprisedat how full on they've become. A belter. But just incase I haven't made it clear already, one 
minor complaint... THE FUCKING TITLE! SORT IT OUTHGIMPSH!!! 11! (IG) — 


Estel have been a feature on the Dublin Underground Musie scene for about 8 years now. Fiercely — 
independent this is their third selfreleased album. songs of [aiid instrumental songs Witha nod to what 
termed as Kraut Rock if Iam to believe what Iam told: ‘The songs are @ mix of manic drumming, catchy 
keyboard riffs, steady bass lines and striking guitars, They want your eats to explode when you listen to them. 
Attimes they do explode live and there is no need for the vocalist tht so many bands have in their ranks 
Estel speak with their actions and they are still speaking afler all thistime. (NMcG) Little Plastic Tapes, 64 
Derry drive, Crumlin, Dublin 12, Ireland. wow.estelrocks.com : 


ETATIT“1Count™ cd Corthern liberties) 

Et Atlt have no lyrics spare an odd whistle here and there but they do have anice background quitky sound. 
‘Think Redneck Manifesto laid bare with a bit of an off the wall sound and you're on the road for these. Nice 
cardboard cover and minimalist packaging seems to be the idea behind Northern Liberties label. It’s all about 
the music | suppose, This music is challenging to listento and whilst you may not behumming any ifthe 
tunes aRterwards I doubt you'll be pressing the skip button too often, (NMcG) C/o Dischond 3819 Beecher 
Street NW, Washington DC 20007, USA. www.dischord.com 


EVERYTHING FOR SOME*A Thought Refused” cd (In AtThe Deep End} 

I thought I was listening toa Rage Against The Machine type band tying their hind at being emo on first 
listen here but consultation with my punk flatmate revealed to me that this vocal style is in the vein of Gorilla 
Biscuits or Ignite. |just find the vocals plain annoying at times but thats a personal opinion rather thana dig 
atthe style, The big heavy clean guitar sound and solid safe drums inthe mix just cant drag me enough away 
from the preconception that this has a lot ofthe Rat's, Deftones etcabout it If you ate into those types of 
bands or have not strayed much heavier than that I would say go outand check these guys out, You'l like 
them, I'l put it back on the cd rack at home though for avery long tine. (Leo) 82 Barlow Drive South, 
Awsworth, Notts, NG16 2TD,UK. www.inathedeependrecords, co.uk 


EXEWE CERVENKA AXD THE ORIGINAL SINNERS ‘Sevien’ cd (Mitrod 

[feel sucha fraud. I've listened to this album over and over again trying to like it If [listened to Britney 
‘Spearsas much ['d know all her songs at this stage. However there is little good I cansay about the ed. To 
put this into context would be a good thing, Exene was in the seminal LA punk bind X who influenced many 
People in a generation of American punk, Much has been written about the history of punk inthe US and X 
almost always feature if the decade is the 70's. But that was 3 decades ago and the sound on this ed is quite 
phinly bland, Part rockabilly (Stray Cats were better), part Glam and mostly boring I can't state enough how 
much it pains me to both listen to this AND to give it a bad review. No pain no gain eh! 1! (NMcG) 

www. nilrorecords.com 


EXIT CONDITION 1988-1994" cd (Boss Tuneage! 

A lot of people seem to think these guys should have been huge. Personally I don't see it While others claim 
they played the finest of melodic punk tock I'd argue they played and okay version of melodic punk rock 
Maybe if [had heard therm 15 yearsago{ might have gota little bit more excited about them. [dunno Maybe 
time hasn't been easy on them, This retrospective cd puts together 23 tracks from their “Impact Time" demo 
in 1988, the debut Pusmort 7", their only album “Days Of Wild Skies”, tracks from split 7 inches, a Peel 
Session and songs from an unreleased split album with Sofahead, If you've heard of them and liked what you 
heard you'll take to this like a duck to water (TM) www bosstuncage com 


EXPLODED FACE demo cd: 

Picked this up after | was both impressed and baffled by their set at the Galway show of the Army of Flying 
Robots/Buring The Prospect tour back in April, the one night I stayed sober (and coincidentally the night 
some old "Punk" stole a couple of records from theit distro, nice one boss. up the punx and all that. 
asshole)Five tracks from 3 young kids based in Mayo f believe, busting out some weird sloppy but endearing 
neo-Relapse style grind/metalcore that's laced with enough bizarre effects and samples to put the Lucasfilm 
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sound library out of business, At times there are some crazed blasts of Daughters/Locust style sci-fi action but 
for the most part it's not to0 far off the likes of Enewetak or even Unruh (who, though it pains me to say it 
they're probably too young to remember... the halcyon days of 1998..).I'd be willing to bet someone in this 
band is a huge fan of Mike Patton, cos the weird factor on this definitely reminds me of Fantomas in places, 
This is a first demo, so it'sa little sloppy as I say (there doesn't seem to be a whole lot of bass playing 
anywhere on this is well. i's like he only plays on a few parts in each song),and there's a lot of work to do on 
focusing the pedal abuse and samples into a tool to aid songwriting rather than just sounding a bit gimmicky, 
but the potential here is massive. Like said, they're really young, and if they stick at it and focus on refining 
what they're doing, they could be something absolutely gob smacking, in a matter of time. (JG) 

wiew myspace.con/erplodedface 


FACETOMORROW The Closer You Get" cd (Reflections) 

It’s all emo these days, isn’t it? The sleeve looks emo, the name sounds emo, and a few vestigal hardcore 
stops, starts, and shouty moments testify to emocore roots. Chuck in a slightly affected vocalist, and, while 
FACE TOMORROW is not alone in this, it has been heralded, now with certainty: emo is the new hair metal, 
and in ten years, it will be this crap that will comprise the category we know as ‘inoffensive pub rack’, Emo 
like this has never actually qualified as ‘interesting’ music, just pleasant and welcome aural diversion, but of 
innovative or just plain solid songwriting, a band should aspire to one or both, and neither can be said of 
FACE TOMORROW. Is this release really necessary? Jimmy Eat Tool, (JR) www.reflectionsreconds.com 


FIVE KHUCKLE Balance” cd {Household Name Records) 

Five Knuckle scream hardcore. I saw them with 7Seconds and they played an intense set to a largely 
disinterested audience, It didn’t bother them one bit. It's a pity the audience were disinterested as this lot play 
passionately loud music with good sentiment, Each song has meaning to the players and in turn should do for 
the listener. Songs about the direction the world is going in “There area million different problems in this 
world But they all boil down to one ~ And that's the way we think, the individual.” Don't expect poetry but 
honesty and hard loud music. (NMcG) www. Aowseholdiamerecords.co,uk 


FLOGGING MOLLY ‘Within A Mite From Home" cu (Side One Dummy) 

Witha shamrock tattooed on my arm and a shillelagh me hole I'll sing my drunken head off in the bars and 
dives of Los Angeles cos I pine from my home town of Dublin and its rare auld times and blah di blah blah 
So goes the manifesto of Dave King as himselfand his American hench people lay waste into some more 
punk fused trad. Kudos for the fact hes [rish at least and chooses to showcase his vocal styling in a Luke 
Kelly/ Ronnie Drew big auld manky dirty Dublin accent running his mouth off through ballads a plenty, 
Another bonus point for the hook and chorus that dominates the song “Light Of A. Fading Star" - a majestic 
piece of work Its more trad and less punk than say the Dropkick Murphys sound but again its deeply 
influenced by The Pogues, No artwork, no lyrics and a difference in the track listing on the one sheet and the 
ed itself have me clutching at straws a bit but overall this isa half decent listen. (TM) 

wiew sideonedummy.corm 


FOOTIN MOUTH “The End of The Brain” Tinch {Mad Dog LaBelle) 

Another band from the DIY hotspot of Kilcoole, Co Wicklow only this time the band are having a go at the 
whole ska/reggac sound. The mix though is disappointing, the vocals are too low and the organkeyboard too 
high and it’s a pity cos what with the use of the organ/keyboard and the saxophone theres no doubting they 
can play the style well. And theres some decent lyrics too. To be honest I'm not the biggest fan of this style 
but I will admit they were great fun the one time I saw them live. Sadly, I think they're broken up now but | 
know they reformed for a one off gig lately so maybe theres a possibility they'll be out playing live from time 
to time again, (TM) www.kidbluret.com 


FOREVER AFTERMATH demo cdr 
I'm hearing bits and pieces of streetpunk ala US Bombs, I'm hearing bits and pieces of melodic punk rock ala 
., Snuff. I'm hearing a fair bit of Rancid, But to be fair to Forever Aftermath they don't sound exactly like any 
Of the aforementioned, which is cool. Instead they take the best bits of some great bands, shovel it into the 
~ pteat punk rock mixer, add in a dose ofability, an abundance of spirit, let it spin round a good while so as it 
mices well and out pours some entertaining punk rock music. Theres 4 songs on offer, two short sharp blasts 
and two songs showcasing maturity rarely found in bands starting out unless they've played around in other 
“Gitablished bands for yeats, Great effort and one that should have both the skaters and punk rockers fist 
-pumping and pogoingg through a smelly sweaty pit. (TM) Hip: /akoufen.netforeveraftermath or 
‘foreveresfiermath@homailcom 


FOREVER AFTERMATH “310” cir j 

Very much a DIY album release from the Ballina punkers.:19 songs ona cdr packaged with a photocopied 
cover anda big fold out page of scrawled lyrics and general tomfoolery. When I spotted the 19 song names, it 
struckmeas being’a tad lengthy fora band playing short sharp punk rock bursts, and ultimately it proves to 
be thus, From the middle of the ed to the end the songs just seem to run by without waving, without signalling 
their arrival, Itall gets tedious if I'm to be honest. ‘The influences are obvious. RANCID. “Arbuckle Row” is 
the Irth version of those story telling songs found on“. And Out Come The Wolves" that speak of 
locations, frequent routines and good times: I"m saying 10 songs would have been more than enough however 
short the ed might nan when whittled down to that number. Its quality over quantity I'd be looking for in an 
already overcrowded punk rock scene.’ Frankly, I think they'll write better songs than this with time, I'm sure 
of that. In factI'd argue that) the demohas better songs at the end of the day so make it your business to get 
that as well if you're gonna check this out. (TM) Hup://akoufen.net foreveraftermath or 
foreveraftermath(@hotmailcom 


FORMER CELL MATES “Hustle” cd (Mewestindustry) 

Former Cell Mates is the solo/side project of Davey Burdon, the Leatherface bassist, who takes this chance to 
drop kis bass, pick up a guitar and sing his own songs. His own good songs at that. Steering clear of 
reproducing what he does with Leatherface, Burdon opts for a more rock approach, bringing names like The 
Police (‘Rocky 3"), Thin Lizzy (“Dog Track") and even the Foo Fighters (“Shit Wagon’). It's a kind of 
Therapy? vibe~ where you can hear influence from various genres in different songs. Frankie Stubbs pops up 
on backing vocals on the slow moody “Inhaler”, and its great to hear Stubbs voice almost ghost like blending 
into the song rather than taking the spotlight from Burdon. Former Cell Mates are boozed up and bringing the 
tock. Overflowing with riffs and hooks in the words of Robert Palmer... its simply irresistible! (TM) Newest 
Industry, Unit 100, 61 Wellfield Road, Cardiff, CF24 3DG,UK.www thenewestindustry.com 


FOUR LETTER WORD “Tike Moths To AFlame” cd (Newest Industry) 

Four Letter Word have been around in some shape or form since 1991. They've also released two records on 
BYO Records in 1997 and 1999 respectively. And here on “Like Moths To A Flame”, the experiences gained, 
the rehearsals, the live shows, the trials and tribulations and the revolving door line-up have finally paid off 
and the boys have delivered a belter of aalbum. Recorded by Frankie Stubbs, the great thing about the Four 
Letter Word sound is that it spans the entire history of punk, from melodic punk rock stuff (These Things 
Take Time") to the bouncy street punk /oi! stuff (“Johnny Foreigner”) to straight up hardcore romps (Crisis 
of Faith”) while also calling at any ground in between, Indeed if I was to pick a band they remind me of, it 
would be their label mates No Choice ~a shared similarity both musically and in their politically/socially 
conscious lyrics and attitudes, Excellent tunes such as “Trial and Era” and “Coffin Nails” - with the latter 
being particularly outstanding, an array of soundbites and seriously interesting and intelligent booklet and 
lyrics, make this record one of the best around this year. (TM) Newest Industry, Unit 100, 61 Wellfield Road, 
Cardiff, CF24 3DG,UK. www. thenewestindustry.com 


FAOM ABST TO LAST “Dear Diary, My Teen Angst Had A Bodycount’ cd (Epitaph 

Take metal, emo and pop punk, blend it all together and BANG), you arrive at the sound peddled by recent 
Epitaph signings From First To Last. Impressed with their “Ride The Wings of Pestilence” (what a great title) 
track on the Punk-o-rama cd scries I was quite looking forward to sce what else they could do on the full 
Tength. To be honest, they don't disappoint. They have an abundance of technical ability and they weld 
melody and harmony to hardcore and death metal with ease. Its like a bunch of teenage metalheads 
discovering punk and hardcore and going crazy, Stuff like Iron Maiden, Thrice and Glasseater ate there in the 
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sound yet its the constant shifts in the songs that keep the listener on their toes and very interested in what 
FFTL are serving, The vocalist deserves a round of applause for his sterling vocal effort on “Note to Self". 1 
saw an interview with them in a glossy mainstream mag recently and the band are ridiculously young (I really 
hope this band isn’t 17 years old, they make complete mockery of bands older than them). These guys should 
come screaming from Epitaphs roster into the mainstream in no time. Top marks for the song title “I Liked 
You Better Before You Were Naked On The Internet”, even if its an overly emo and overly dodgy moment on 
a really good record. (TM) www.epitaph.com 


FUNTIFNG Rides Again” democdr 
Anew line up and 3 new songs from Galways Fuktifino, From the off, its clear to hear they've gone for a 
heavier more metal sound all round than their previous recording which ventured into melodic punk territory 
at times. I'm hearing Sick Of It All with more metal sounding guitars. The hyper fast vocals of “What?” and 
the hardcore rock of “Chalklines” stand out. Sadly, before I'd even given this a couple of spins they went and 
broke up. (TM) www. fuktifino.zzn.com 


GASMASK TERROR “s/t°7 inch (Plague Bearer) 

French crusty bread....{ mean crusty hardcore...and d-beat punk. Nothing overly amazing but well played and 
spirited nonetheless. Enjoyed their set in Bohs bar, Dalymount one Sunday afternoon when they played there 
a few months back. Bought this after the gig so I guess they must have impressed me enough. 6 songs on this 
with the “Oath of the Shitheads” song title catching my eye. Aint got no record player in Dublin so future 
listens to this will be confined to the weekends [ make the trip hame to Limerick. (TM) Plague Bearer, Po 
Bor 604, 1200 Copenhagen N, Denmark. mareridt@ofir.dk 


Browsing through a record shop one day I came across this and picked it up ona chance after hearing 
members of this band are ex-members of Small Brown Bike and Sweep The Leg Johnny. (A fine CV 
indeed!). Blasting out of the speakers, like a crazed amalgamation of Mototheads speed, Black Flags intensity 
and their previous bands complexity, the overall product could be loosely described as post hardcore fighting 
punk rock. 5 songs, all loud and fierce, made all the more forceful with the choice of not one, not two, but 
three vocalists!!! Gasoline Fights songs kick serious arse on record, so I'd imagine the live show could get 
pretty crazy. (TM) www. thickrecords.com 


GIVEAMAHAKICK / WAITING ROOM split] Inch tf fish) 

Number 14 in the Road Relish split 7 inch series sees two of Munsters and Out On A Limb Records finest 
bands team up. Limericks Giveamanakick offer the fantastic “Let God Touch Your Children” - all searing 
guitars and crashing drums and if my ears don’t deceive me it contains the cheesiest/greatest lyric ever written 
inthe line"... now you're thurston for moore” Corks Waiting Room serve up the short but sweet “Denis”, 
which prety much follows the blueprints drawn up for the songs from their splendid “Catering For 
Headphones” album. The package is rounded off with some odd artwork courtesy of Paul Shanahan who 
should possibly be arrested. (TM) www. roadrelish.com 


GIVEAMAMAKICK “We Aro The Way Forward” cd (Out nA Limb) 

Album no, 2 from the Limerick rockers and I stand speechless. Spilling over with ideas and serving up an 
eclectic mix of all manners of rock, indie, hardcore, grunge, metal, and punk, let me now introduce you to a 
new sound of music — the Giveamankick sound. Mark my words, bands will ape this sound soon enough. Ape 
it for sure, but never get near its brilliance. Oh and Out On A Limb can quote me on that without asking me or 
paying me! © Seriously though, I shouldn't be so surprised by the excellence of this album, after all GAMAK 
have put in the time, money and effort needed to achieve greatness. Hell, they've hopped into a car and 
played the four corners of Ireland on numerous occasions, But I’m not alone in recognising whats happening 
with this band, The Undertones having recently brought GAMAK as support on their 14 date UK tour. Is that 
enough pedigree? Young bands, are you listening to me?.,.. YOU! need to hear this, YOUI need to absorb the 
arrangements, YOU! need to bath in the ideas and variety and ultimately YOU! will see greatness can be 
reached, On the song front I've a new favourite every listen, "Let God Touch Your Children” and “Sick From 
Motion” being the current faves, Steve GAMAK always admired my wonderful hat collection so now I tip 
said hat collection in recognition of Giveamanakick’s wonderful achievement. I'm lost for words. Superb. 
(TM) www.outonalimbrecords.com 


GLASS & ASHES “Aesthetic Arrest” cd (Mo Idea) 

Hailing from Ventura, California, Glass & Ashes go down the same route as label mates Planes Mistaken For 
Stars with their blend of gravel vocals over some thrashing noisy rock, Planes Mistaken for Stars comparisons 
aside the gravel voice also reminded me of a cross between the vocals of Entombed and the vocals of Hot 
Water Music. How bad eh? Theres a varying dynamic mix of pace from fast hardcore rock to moody post 
rock which I enjoyed and I could also hear some DC sounds creeping in there. The bio claims they've already 
warranted comparisons to Torches to Rome and Yaphet Kotto but since I'm not informed enough on those 
bands I cant distinguish whether those comparisons are right or wrong, What I can tell you though is that this 
ones a rocker and a keeper. (TM) No Idea, Po Box 14636, Gainsville, Florida 32604, USA. 
www.noidearecords.com 


GIUEBALL The Good The Bad and The Ugly" cd (Naked Dog Records) 

Talk about a one trick fuckin pony. Jaysus this is painful. Grating annoying vocals shouted over whats 
basically the same speed punk riffand song structure for the entire album. Fuck it, theres some really crap 
punk rock bands doing the rounds in England right now. Oh shit heres a ragamuffin track... that’s it... wheres 
the bin? (TM) Top Floor, 110 Mount St, Reading, RG2 OAB, UK. 


GO BETTY GO “Hothing Is More” cd {Side One Gummy) 

Go Betty Go are a bunch of Latinos from California delivering female fronted melodic pop punk / new wave 
with a gusto, They actually remind me of a spikier punked up version of The Chalets, in particular the twin 
female nasty pop vocals ~ see the first two songs "Saturday" and “I'm From L.A.”. It gets more punky after 
that with “Get Out” and “Crumbling Down” showing a style and sound accredited to So Cal bands like 
Pennywise and the like, The chorus of “Runaway” is so sickly sweet its divine. A word of warning though, 
sometimes they sway dangerously close to No Doubt territory, as “No Hay Perdon" - which is sang in 
Mexican or some other language - does. They should lose that facet immediately! To round things off The 
Pogues James Fearnley contributes accordion to “The Pirate Song”, Dunno how often I'd actually listen to 
this but [ enjoyed it the few times I played it for review purposes and will probably pop back to it from time 
to time. (TM) www, sideonedummy.com 


G000 RIDDANCE “My Republic’ cd (FatWreck) 
Russ Rankin and creware back. And while Good Riddance appear muscular, wear wife beaters and are 
tattooed to the high hilt the appearances are highly deceiving once you put the record on as an array of 
politically and socially conscious and insightful lyrics spew forth tightly woven into a superbly constructed 
batch of catchy melodic hardcore and punk rock songs. The lyrics are Russ’s normal high standards, 
Politically hes after George Bush yet again, On “Texas” he sings “All of the lies that you propagate, you' ve 
raped the charm from the lone star state, and theres a cancer deep, inside a Texas heart tonight”, Socially one 
of the topics he highlights is domestic abuse and neglect on “Torches and Tragedies”. However his best 
lyrical moment comes on “Darkest Days”, a sombre read about loss, despite the fact the accompanying music 
is upbeat and positive sounding. You'd think after 7° full lengths on Fat Wreck, (8° in total since forming in 
1995), the Santa Cruz natives would be showing signs of letting up” No sir-e! Good Riddance are on top form 
here. Popthis in your computer and you'll get to watch a quite disturbing PETA produced video entitled 
‘Meet Your Meat” and three Good Riddance songs recorded live in their home town in 2005, (TM) 
www fatwreck.com 


GUNS UP! ‘Outlive” cd (Reflections) 

Raging out of Boston but playing a brand of hardcore more commonly found in New York, Guns Up! erupt, 
all over the shop with an overdose of abusive vocals fused to hard sharp riffs, It’s a fairly unrelenting barrage, 
nothing complex, no over complicating things, just breakdowns where they're needed to start the mosh. A 


stringently old-school New York-style if you wish. Its their debut full length following previous 7 inch and 
mini album releases, and if you're into older hardcore bands like Cro-Mags and Killing Time or more recent 
hardcore bands like The Hope Conspiracy and Modern Life Is War, you'll dig this big time. Reflections 
Records are releasing this on gatefold vinyl as well as cd. Be quick though, the vinyl is limited to 00 copies, 
250 on white vinyl and 250 on white/solid blue split colour. If you like your hardcore sans metal then this is 
for you. This took me back a few years and they get the thumbs up for that. (TM) 

www. reflectionsrecords.com 


GUTTERMOUTH “Eat Your Face” cd (Epitaph) 

Guttermouth have been ploughing their own punk rock furrow for what seems like ages. They never venture 
too far from the same old shtick (catchy songs, stupid lyrics). Their Cali-punk sound falls into two categories 
the straight up bang it out (the Dead Kennedys touched “Surf's Up Asshole") and the almost novelty bop 
alongs (“The Next Faux Mohican”). They sometimes mix the two to marvellous effect (“Season”). The 
Vandals have been doing this shit forever. (CF) www.epitaph.com 


HATCH TI Barriers” demo cdr 
Hailing from this zines hometown of Limerick, Hatch 77 have surprised me with this effort seeing as I never 
got much from their live showings. The demo offers up four tracks of jangly guitar overdose very much ina 
The Wedding Present / Midway Still vein and the band as a whole certainly operate within the boundaries of 
indie and emo rock. The way the twin guitars feed off each other is impressive, the mix of pace keeps things 
interesting and I liked what they did on the last song which shows theres a few more tricks up their sleeves 
and they haven't played all their cards just yet. (TM) www.geocities.comhatchseventyseven 


HAYMARMET RIOT “Mag” cd (Thick Records) 

Haymarket Riot are cool. They were fantastic live in Cork a good few months back. I hope you caught them 
there or elsewhere. They've got the guitarist with the curly locks / afro from Sweep The Leg Johnny on board 
now and that guy sure knows how to rock. And rock Haymarket Riot do. An angular type of start stop loaded 
rock but the driving riffs and dynamics are a joy to behold. This record is slightly more melodic than the 
previous album but it still rocks hard. How many times did I say they rock? Not enough times anyway. (TM) 
www.thickrecords.com 


HERESY “1985-87° cd (Boss Tuneage) 

Boss Tuneage have put together a great package here compiling the Ist demo tape, 'Never Healed' ep, 2 live 
tracks and the "Thanks' ep. 19 tracks in about 30/40 minutes. The demo - recorded in September 1985 just 3 
months after they got together gets straight into thrashed out blast beats, the recording is a bit muddy, vocals 
are muffled to hell, but the sheer intensity of it makes it all shine. Pity some of the songs on this demo were 
never recorded again, save for 'Never Healed’ which starts off the 'Never Healed' ep. Heresy are more together 
here, not as chaotic but fast and tight, some classic hardcore. The 2 live tracks are from the ‘Dortmund Tape’, 
recorded in 87 to two track. Sounds fucked up and all over the place if you ask me, The ‘Thanks’ ep saw a 
line-up change with Reevesy leaving the band and John March(Concrete Sox) joining on vocals and Mitch 
Dickinson on guitar. John's vocals aren't the best on this recording, But as the next Boss Tuneage document 
of Heresy's legacy proves, he found he's place. The only thing I’m wondering is why the Heresy/Concrete Sox 
tracks weren't included in this collection. Maybe they couldn't get the tracks from Earache or something. This 
digi-pack cd has an excellent in depth biography written up by Kalv the bass player, telling us about touring 
around the U.K. and Europe in the back of van, playing with the likes of Larm, Concrete Sox, Anti-Cemix, 
Government Issue and more. A bunch of lyrics (the ones that survived) to some tracks and some great live 
photos are all included in the booklet. You need to get this release - chaotic, rough and classic pissed off 
hardcore that was ahead of its time. Shows why Heresy are still as respected and listened to two decades on. 
(ES) www. bosstuneage.com 


HERESY “Face Up To itr cd (Boss Tun 
1988 - this is the second installment in the Heresy trilogy that Boss Tuneage have just released, On the inlay 
booklet, part one of the linear notes explain how the original recording of this album came about, was fucked 
over at Rich Bitch studios in Birmingham and then released. With no money left by the band to redeem the 
recording, they bit the bullet and went ahead and released it anyway. “Our most deeply flawed recording 
turned out to be the one that received the most exposure" - the 18 tracks were re-mastered in 2003, and the 
guitars and drums have been dragged out of the muddle they previously were. Aside from the sound recording 
problems, we got some classic Heresy tracks here, and lyrics to all the songs including ‘Too close to home! 
about the British in Northern Ireland. More great live photos and the continuation of the Heresy story through 
1987-88 as excellently told by Kalv, Additional tracks 18 to 29 are the rehearsal sessions for the Face Up to 
It! album, recorded in late 87/early 88 and which were previously unreleased. This shows Heresy ripping 
through the set as fast and brutal as they could be, and the inclusion of these tracks really make it for me. 
Rough and raging hardcore at its prime, with the socio-political message that creates awareness and reminds 
us what being punk is really all about. From track 24 (“Consume”) to the last track 29 (“When Unity 
Becomes Solidarity"), the recording is a lot clearer and the band are tight and really rip things up. I think 
these are Peel Session Recordings, Fair play to Boss Tuneage and Heresy for making this stuff more 
available. The final stage of the Heresy story will be released shortly so keep eyes open for that. Boss 
Tuneage have also just released some classic Spermbirds material! They're classic first Ip and earlier vinyl 
releases on one ed. So write to Boss Tunage for some Heresy and Spermbirds - you won't need to buy 
anything else this year. Essential releases... love you B.T! (E.S) www. bosstuneage.com 


HERMANO “Live atW2"cd (Suburhan Records) 

While I freely admit to being a fan of Kyuss I have to say I lost track of John Garcia's career once they split 
up. Having fronted a few bands since then John is now back with the stoner supergroup of sorts ‘Hermano’ 
This live set is culled from the previous 2 studio albums plus a headbanging cover of AC/DC's TNT, ‘Live at 
W2? is a perfect introduction to the honest rock music that is Hermano. “Roll Over", “Landetta” and "Quite 
Fucked” have enough bottom end bass and heavy guitars to keep any Stoner Rock fan happy, (DS) Suburban 
Records, infodesk@suburban.nl 


HEY COLOSSUS “II” cd Uonson Family) 

I'm always brilliant when you take a chance on a cd and it turns out to be fuckin amazing. This is exactly 
what happened when I bought “II” by UK band Hey Colossus - a veritable sludge fest of low end guitars 
emitting crushingly heavy riffs at immense volumes through earthquake inducing amps. As I type this review 
it’s a Sunday afternoon, “II” has been on repeat play since early Saturday morning, I’m sure the neighbours 
head is pounding by now but fuck him, hes always whistling out loud and driving me to near dementia. Take 
that you bastard! Have a dose of the Neurosis inspired opener “Red Giant”. fs that bothering you? Good. 
Heres “Horsehead” as rock n roll metal gets ala Entombed. Enough already? Tough shit. The experimental 
and wonderfully brilliant for being so, “Take It”, hasn't arrived yet and "Vengeance", a demanding noise 
rocker Unsane would be proud of, will have you burying your head under pillows in a futile bid to escape the 
pain! Ha! Believe me it doesn't get any better than this, Superb record. Is your neighbour a fucker? Put this in 
you ed player, Turn the volume to the max and sit back and smile. (TM) 10 euro from Rimbaud Records 
distro and worth every cent of it. www.rimbaudrecords.com . www.jonsonfamily.com 


HYATARI: "The Light Carriers” cd (self rel 

Well now It'sas if they cracked open my head to find a recipe for the perfect band: Droning Sunno))) 
guitars? check. Hypnotic Swans style repetition? check. Godflesh’s Drum machine? check. Skinny Puppy's 
sampler? check. Weird Fantomas sounding bit? Yessiree bob, This is a very cynical checklist admittedly, and 
I don't mean to imply in any way shape of form that Hyatari are unoriginal, cos they most certainly are not 
(well, okay, that first track is total Sunn0)))/Earth, there's no avoiding it), Listening to this mostly instrumental 
album is kind of like committing yourself to an out of body experience for an hour or so; stick on the 
headphones and let the droning low end guitars and occasional bizarre samples levitate you into a higher state 
of doom-induced being. {t's no surprise that one of my more. eh let's say “herbally orientated” friends digs 
this a whole lot, it's total zone out music at the best of times, mind control through sound at others. Works 
well as both background music and something to focus on, which is something ofa rarity. The mighty 
CODEBREAKER tecords in the UK have snapped these up and will be releasing this cd to the general public 
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in theearly half of this year, so expect youalll to check this out when it hits your local chain store... good 
stuff. (IG) www. thecodebreaker.net 


HEPCAT “Gutol Mowtiere” cd! Heticatl 

Thaven’t got this excited listening to a cortempary record since The Topcats “Mr. Donkey Paradise”. Stictly 
speaking its not too contempuary it’s a re-issue of their first record from 1993 and its easily the best release on 
Hellcat I've heard Really dacent old time rocksteady not unlike the aforementioned Topcats but with not as 


muchska, All thetracks are beltin from the very Heptone-y intro “Dance Wid Me”, “Hooligans” owing quite 


alotto The Ethopians, the deadly sax of David Hillyard (also of Therocksteady] and The Slackers) on 
“Skavez” and “Same O° Same O" bring areal latin feel to the tunes. All inalla bloody brilliant record, a 
must forall ska and rocksteady fans and a million times better thanthat awful lovers rock shite their doin at 
the moment. Get i! Get it! Get it! (M) www. hell-cat. com 


HOT WATER MUSIC“The Mew WhatWext” cd(Epitaph) 


Hot Water Musicare pissing albums out. Album number six and unbelievably their 3" for Epitaph seeing as it 


seems like they only signed up with them a couple of years ago. All the familiar HWM traits are here; the 
tight guiur work teeming with intricate riffing and playing, the steady backbone of Jason Blacks basslines 


and George Rebelos tubthumping permitting the guitars to probe and head off in tangents before crashing into 


cach ether, The contrast /struggle between Chuck (Ragan) and Chris (Wollard) vocals isthe bands identity 
and thas the anchor they writetheir songs around no doubt. Theres plenty of classic moments on here, and 
some of the songson this coull stand shoulder to shoulder with the best stuff the band have written. Opener 
“Poison” is rife with well written personal questioning on the lyrical front but musically its centred ona 
terrific Bad Religionesque chorus, “The End of The Line” sees some of the most soaring vocals and guitars 
every captured to tape, while “All Heads Down” captures the dynamics of Quicksand wrestling with some 
wonderfully graff vocals, Theproduction, by Brian McTeran at Salad Days, is sharp and adds the required 
edge for music as intricate yetdriving as Hot Water Music do. The booklet looks astute save for the pen 
pictures and group poses where the bands various members look like they need a good shit inthe different 
photos on view. Incidentally, the album title comes form the journal Chris Wollard keeps his lyrics in, Like 1 
said its their 6” full lengthand yet again its another solid album from Gainsvilles finest. (TM) 

wwe epitaphcom 


HOWARDS AUAS ‘The Answerls Never’cd Household tame Records} 

Thirty seconds of the first song had me reaching for the razorblades, Yet another fourth rung UK band 
doomed to open for Leftover Crack til theyre blue in the bollocks. Bland ska, jerky emo, pompous vocals and 
absolutely no menorable bits whatsoever Someone pliy these cunts a Queers record. (AG) 
www.householdnanereconds.co.uk 


‘VOBSECTI First Two Vears"ca (own Clock tecards) 

Scintillating thrashcore. 25 songs, Some urreleased, others from various compilations like Short Fast and 
Loud, First Blood Family, Internationally Pist etc., and songs from 7 inch releases and even some demos and 
alternutive versions. Phew. Nothing inventive just ripping mainly female fronted hardcore, The shortest song, 
clocks in at 32 seconds while the longest doesn't even venture overthe 2 minute mark, Phew. Lots of songs 
about being straightedge and asample from Bottom even if they're using the sound bite to highlight the non 
funny side of the sketch. Released on UK fledgling label Town Clock Records with Punks Before Profits and 
Unholy Resurrection Records also involved, more so on the United States side of things I guess. If you thrust 
inthrash then this is for you. (TM) Town Clock Records, Po Bor 132, Thirsk, YO7 IWR, England. 

sma llsaélor@anothe r.co.uk 


TPAMEHA Me He Ho™ cd (The Boss Tur Recording Company) 

Tpanana features Wiz from 1990's band Mega City Four. That protably wont mean a lotto most of you 
‘reading but toothers it will signal and overload of indie rock and melody, And while Ipanema have the 
aforementioned melody of MCS, I guess nowadays Ipanema would be clissed asan emo band, even with the 
fact they smoother their songs on this effort ina brand of power rock usually associated with the likes of 
Failure and Paw. As a three piece, they deliver a good volume of sound althoughsome oftheir emo melodies 
stray dangerously close to the sound of those emo metal fairies Funeral For A Friend - but it all fairness that 
doesn't dominate the Ipanema sound. “White Cat In A Snow Storm’ is botha clever song title anda belting 
good ne, Liking their first single, I"m finding it a little bit harder to getinto this (which is a good thing!) 
‘mainly down to the fact theres more songs on this one so in turntheres much more to digest. (TM) The Boss 
Tuneagee Recording Company, PO Box 7-4, Sandy, Bedfordshire, SGIP 2VB,UK. www. bosstuneage.com 


HA“The BodyandtheSoil cdiGoKartl 
‘Whats name! Imagine they played live here in Ireland? Gerry Adams would tum up to host the evening ~ 
yeah I'm being stupid... itsactually latin and means anger. So anyway, Ira play a type of post rock / post 
hardcore. Influences Jike Godspeed YBE. Mogwai, Isis, Pelican are hugely apparent, The songs are quite 
long, “You're Living All Over Me” and “Soil” clocking in just short of 10 minutes, while song four 
isappear” clock: inat amammoth 15 minutes. Whats great though és the band manages to never get boring 
whichis some achievement considering the length of the songs. They also have the knack when it comes to 
offsetting lush arrangements with incredibly explosive parts. It's surprise to see it on Go Kart records. 1 
wouldhave guessed Hydra Head iff had to (TM) Go Kart Europe, Po Box 120750, 65058 Mannheim, 
Germany.www.gokartrecords.de 


USAWS “Burnt Offering" cd(BigBlue Records) 
On the first coupleof songs the sound on this is cat. It puzzled me sol read the bit of info that came with the 
cd Tums out [Saws were around back in 1977, when they formed and phyed their fist gig attheit local 


schoolas Hawker Harrier and The Jumpjets, Inspired by the punk rock explosion of 1976/1977 and bands feCKOA,~And" Thaveafeeling it will only.graw.ca,me more and more with time. Best enjoyed side by side with 
; —the new Scott Walker album as well ("The Drift"). Lyrics are total cobblers though. (JG) | 
near the end product of those bands. This cd houses their two cassette’ only albtams “10,009 Layrsrpings Cart “2 - www robgtigempire.com ~~ 


such as Sex Pistols, The Damned, The Clash, The Stranglers, SLF, X-Ray Spex, sadly Saws come nowhere — 


Be Wrong" and “Iswesawsittingonaseesaw” which they released belorethey split in 1979. Whilethe 
inter view printed on the inlay was an interesting read, the music isn'( up to rauchso I couldn't see myselC 
Putting this one ontoo often. (TM) Po Box 210, Northampton, NN26AU, UK. www. spiralarchivecom — 


ISIS “Pantopticon” cd (pecac} = 
Its taken a hell ofa lot of listens over a fair few months but I have now settled onthe decisignthat 
“Panopticon”’ is indeed a tremendous piece of work. Now, mature and balanced, Isis have trai 
comer while finally discarding the Neurosis monkey from their back in the process. Gived 
and itsclear to h 
their lot inthe melting potto arrive at the monstrous sound. A real team effort if you like. The progression 
from the early eps through to “Celestial” and to “Oceanic” is as obvious to see as night following day and the 
level of musicianship Isis is at right now is credited for that, Subsequently, the new live show, as witnessed 
when they played with Jesu at Templebar Music Centre, is a jay to behold, the band executing the huge sound 
with the aid ofa sizeable backdrop and an array of lighting which further adds to the Isis-experience. The 
songs build. As soon as they start they'te heading for the crescendo, the explosion, the climax. [t's a journey 
The songs soar as well In fact they match the aerial photography on the cover artwork, Was that intentional? 
Great touch if it was, The album kicks off with the opening riff of "So Did We” being particulrly moving 
‘When the vocals set off you just want to scieam along and play air guitar Then the heavy wall of sound 
subsides, and the listener is treated to the sounds from a guitar;batileground. The test of thi songs follow suit 
“Backlit” may quietly creep open yet it displays some ciushingly heavy moments before collapsing, while 
“Altered Course”, the longest song on the album, twists and turns, housing Mogwai/Explosions In The Sky 
style atmospheric guitar rock soundscapes and mellower moments. The band get the balance just per fect 
Then after almost an hour of overwhelming riffs, build ups, explosions, growled vocals, intricate soundscapes 
and much more Isis save the best til last, asthe final sting in the tail, the over the top tock out of "Grinning 
Mouths” brings thealbum to a close in devastating fashion. Their best work to date. Fantastic album, (TM) 
wine. tpecac.com 
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JWALK THE LE “Badiands” cd {Bess Tuneage / Combat Rock) 

Obviously named after the Johnny Cash song, Finland's I Walk The Line feature members of Manifesto 
Jukebox and Wasted, Dabbling ina brand of catchy toe tapping mid paced punk rock its easily one of the best 
releases ftom Boss Tuneage to date, delivering the sounds of Social Distortion, Murder City Devils and even 
The Pogues. In fact, it would be a total lie to say these boys and gal have never worshipped at the altar of 
Social Distortion! I helped put ona gig for I Walk The Line a while back in Limerick, the first and last gig I 
puton inages and this cd was the deciding factor that encouraged me to come out of my gig promotion 
hibernation for the one off. Just as tight and rockin live as they are on cd. Good band. (T™) 

www, bosstuneage.com 


JAGKASS “Plastic Jesus” cd (BYO) 

13 rounds of hardcore country sounds claims the cover. If they mean hardcore in sound terms them its 
somewhat misleading. However if they mean hardcore in the drinkin, cussin and fightin terms then yeah this 
is pretty hardcore alright. Country it certainly is. No question of that. It’s a thoroughly enjoyable recording, 
reminds me of Mike Ness' solo stuff a lot especially on the song “When You Go”. They cover Madonnas 
“Music” and Backstreet Boys “I Want It That Way” brilliantly and I thought of Hayseed Dixie comparisons 
instantly. Funnily enough at the time I received this cd for review Jackass was going on tour in the States with 
Groovie Ghoulies — an odd feckin pairing indeed. Enjoyed this cd big time and its sure to come down off the 
shelf when a drinkin session is in full flow, Right so, with that reviewed, I've got the dungarees and flannel 
shirt on, I've moved the rocking chair out to the porch, got the beer an ice, now here did I leave my shotgun 
and piece of straw? (TM) www. byorecords.com 


JOHN KASTMER “Have You Seen Lucky?” cd (Boss Tuneage) 

‘After twenty years of making music with The Doughboys, Asexuals and All Systems Gol, John Kastner 
records his first solo record. Considering they guy formed the Asexuals when he was a mere 16 years old and 
recorded 7 albums with The Doughboys you'd think he'd be more recognisable by now. Truth is I never got 
The Doughboys, I never took to them so I guess it ain’t all that surprising { hadn't a clue who John Kastner 
was when this arrived. Galdy | can report that the 20 years making music elsewhere has stood to him as this 
collection of songs is pretty cool. Written in a total alternative rock vein, songs like “Kick Back” and “Its All 
Too Familiar” are heavily influenced by the Foo Fighters while stuff like "Brilliant People” and “Testify All 
Over Me" nods approvingly at a sound The Lemonheads made their name with. A truly great mix of laid back 
and total rockers here and it makes the album all the better for mixing the pace and volume. Guest 
appearances of note come from Alex Lifeson from Rush playing guitar on some of the songs and Lee Ving 
fiom Fear takes on the vocal duties on “Art of War", while the photograph adorning the front cover is by no 
{ess than Evan Dando! Great timing with the arrival of this cd as well as this set of bright and cheerful tunes 
arrived on as the good summer weather kicked in and thus became the perfect soundtrack. (TM) 

www. bosstuneagecom 


JUSTA FIRE “Fly Your Flag, Son/ Dog Bites Back"? inch (Modern City Records) 

Chicagos Just A Fire are Fred Erskine (June of 44, Hoover) on bass and vocals, Chris Daly (Sweep The Leg 
Johnny, Haymarket Riot) on guitar, and Scott Adamson (Son Of Adam) on drums. And as you'd expect from 
aband with said members in its angular, noisy, discordant rock, very much in a Dischord Records vibe and 
sound, Two cool songs on this one bellowing forth from a smashing looking orange and black vinyl. They 
actually played while was in Amsterdam but only finding and reading about the gig in the events paper the 
morning after the gig was a pain inthe arse. Havent heard a dickie bird from the band since. Might be worth 
doing a Google search on them to see what theyre up to lately. Ah fuck it sure wouldn't it be much easier just 
to check out the Modern City website. (TM) www.moderncityrecords.com 


WARLOFF “Sell Made Monsters’ cd (Fathippy Records) 

We've played with these guys a bunch of times and I fucking love them, Equal parts punk, metal, psychobilly 
and rock n roll, these Aberdonian psychos have a unique sound in todays stagnant UK scene. A little 
Dwarves, a lot of Misfits and guitarists who really know what their instruments are for. The comic book cover 
art from vocalist Ash is fuckin’ cool too, Hooowl! (AG) www.fathippyrecords.co.uk 


KAYO DOT "Dowsing Anemone in Copper Tongue” cd (Robatic Empire} | 
A difficult and challenging listen’ is the reputation that precedes this disc. I'd agree. I'd add “pretentious as 
hell” as well, Dont let that put you off however, as repeated plays definitely ensure this is a rewarding listen, 
but if you've read anything about this band before hearing them, about how they mix crushing metal and 
modern composition... well...be aware the emphasis isn’t really on the "crushing metal" part of that equation. 
‘The mixture of the two definitely will, I'm sure of it, produce some stunning results some day be it by this 
band or the ideologically similar Asva or Time Of Orchids (both of whom you need to investigate 
immediately by the way), maybe even by Jeff Buckley meets doom metal wizards Mare, but no-one has 
miled it just yet. Toby Driver and company do a fair job here though over the course of these 5 tracks. 

Opener "Gemini becoming the Tripod” sets out layers of ominous, slowly unraveling instrumentation that do 
4 fantastic job of creating the tense atmosphere that they successfully maintain throughout, It's probably the 
heaviest, and most "metal" track on here, but it's almost spoiled by some absolutely horrible vocals that sound 
like a calf trying to sing. The vocals are the weakest link in the chain for me with this band by far. Mr Driver 
may be a talented multi instrumentalist and visual artist, but a singer he most certainly ain't. Over the course 
of thennext 4 tracks the music generally veers between ambient, serene vibes that bring to mind jazz and even 
the more atmospheric end of the prog scene from years ago (Univers Zero, Art Bears, etc...) and the 
occasional more brooding part, However, they never really surrender themselves and let rip into something, 
really heavy, and there's a sense in parts that you're waiting for some sort of sonic climax that just isn't going 
to happen. In this sense it's a frustrating listen, but again once you've heard it a few times and get used to the 
brains over brawn approach, that doesn't matter. this is definitely one for the headphones and the lights off 1 | 


NT “Groy, Black, GreyCcul(selfreleased) |: 


allthe individual memters are now working their own little bit of magighefore throwing 8 


into a brilliant one The musicianship is tight. They know their instruments well. The guitar work especially is 
dynamite, The speed riffing and licks being almost fron Maiden in parts, At the end of the day though Kidd 
Blunt are more reminiscent of bands from the No Idea Records catalogue, none more so than early Hot Water 
Music and their approach to song writing and structure. Kidd Blunt? More like Adult Blunt now, Superb 


effort. Superb album, By the Way theres a vinyl versian on out Scrap. 
format (TM) Kidd Blunt, ¢ 0 Turlough Fortune, Cayuga, Mai St, 
www bacrertanl Kiddblunthim or stephenktdbluntajpotmail.com 


e Records as well if you prefer that 
Kilcoole, Co, Wicklow. 


KILL YOUR 1001S “From Campanionshin To Competition’ cu (SideOneDummy) | 
Ahh great, the new Kill Your Idols cd arrives in the mail. Oh shit, the cd is snapped in two, Request another | 
copy from the PR people. Never shows up. Ah well. No doubt the album is the usual fast paced Negative 
Approach / Poison Idea hardcore romps Kill Your (dols are laved and hated for. Theres a song brilliantly 
titled “Only Dicks Don't Like Black Flag” and they also cover “Still Pist” by The Pist. Just noticed theres a 
guitarist in this band called Brian Mechan, [ wonder if hes some sort of distant relation seeing as Mechans left 
Limerick donkeys years ago for the East Coast of America, (TM) www. sideonedummy.com 


UNGDON BECK “s/t cd (TCFRecs} 


Tracks of melodic husky gravelled vocalled punk rock from Kilcoole Co Wicklow, Very reminiscent of 
carly Small Brown Bike and more modern No Idea bands like Gunmoll and the like. Maybe even a similarity 
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with their peers and brothers in Kid Blunt. They're quite young but this recording certainly shows a maturity 
beyond their years. They maybe raw and primitive but they're definitely not afraid to try things with their 
instruments and hence you get the occasional almost jazz infused math rock pieces. The lyrics are better that 
their age might suggest and the band actually write songs rather than just belt out some riffs and roar their 
heads off over them. Hell bent on brining DIY to Kilcoole and educating potential DIY scenesters and they 
get a nod of recognition for that. Great live band too. (TM) nocompliance@hotmail.com 


LARS FREDIAIMSEN AND THEBASTAROS “Viking” cd (Hellcat) 

Album number two from the Rancid man and his Bastard crew and yet again its features the recording and 
production handy work of his Rancid buddy Tim Armstrong and his label boss Brett Gurewitz. After 
thoroughly enjoying the debut cd, another bunch of tunes from Frederiksen is a welcome sight and sound. The 
first couple of tunes, namely “Bastards”, “Skins, Punx and Drunx” and “Fight” are only okay though and in 
reality they were probably written for Rancid but failed to make the cut. When they end, Frederiksen starts to 
really sound out the battle cries and statements, his raspy voice and story telling lyrics working wonders on 
songs such as the brilliant “1%” and “Switchblade”. His old pal Armstrong contributes as well, both playing 
and singing on the album, the song "My Life To Live”, a duct with Frederiksen, is a very Pogues-esque 
mandolin driven ballad/ pub singalong and stands as his most prominent offering, The thing I like with these 
Frederiksen songs is that they're written specifically to allow you to sing along with them. For them to stick 
in your head. For you to be found whistling them at all hours of the day and night. Just good solid tunes laden 
with feel good factor. Whats going on with the booklet though? Naked women all over the shop, Is that a shot 
at the PC brigade? (TM) www.hell-cat.com 


LAST UNDER THE SUN “Windfall” cd {iron Man} 

Reading the linear notes in the booklet | was surprised to sce that this album was recorded in 2001 yet it 
wasn't mixed and mastered until 2003, No reason given for the delay but sure they got it out in the end I 
suppose and the over result is quitea decent listen. When you read further that the cd was recorded at 
Framework Studios, Birmingham by Paul Siddens, who's worked with Napalm Death, Meathook Seed and 
Charger you'd be forgiven for expecting a full on metal assault to come roaring out of the speakers, Instead, 
Last Under The Sun, who feature members of Stepback, Eastfield, Eggraid, The Hot Tortoise, Pigfish and 
Damn Dirty Apes, opt for a melodic and rocky punk post hardcore sound. Rock tunes such as opener 
“Threads”, sit comfortably amongst the toc tappingly good punk that is “Ride Your Ride”, “Footprints” is a 
fuel injected Leatherface. The acoustic bits and slower pieces scattered throughout, namely “Brother” and 
“Days” add up to a nice change of pace and volume. On the whole the Brummie three piece deliver. (TM) 
Iron Man Records, Po Box 9121, Birmingham, B13 8AU, UK. www.ironmanrecords.co.uk 


LAST UNDER THE SUN “All Empires Crumble" cdep (iron Mant 

The follow up to the “Windfall” album and we now have a much better finely tuned band on our hands. It all 
starts witha soundbite of a telephone call to Downing Street, with the caller roaring “Fuck The Government” 
down the line! Four songs on offer, two ina Discharge style - "Fuck The Government” and “Bring Me Their 
Heads” the latter which rattles along, dashing manically for the “Bring me their ‘eads" chorus. The other two 
“Not In My Name" and “Open Fire” take the Leatherface punk rock approach to great results. Supporters of 
the Stirchley Stop The War group (www. stopwar org), the band have written this ep with one purpose in mind 
= to contribute in some way to the campaign. The added bonus is the music is great as well. (TM) Iron Man 
Records, Po Box 9121, Birmingham, B13 8AU, UK. www.ironmanrecords.co.uk 


LEFT ALONE Lonely Starts a in Hearts” cd (HellcatRecords) 

A pure Hellcat record - Tim Armstrong's label was made for the pure honest emotional ska tinged punk of 
Left Alone. Treading similar ground to Tim’s crew this album is highly recommended to Rancid fans - while 
luckily managing to have enough originality and class not to come across as a second rate carbon copy, Grab 
your girl and grab the glue and party while Left Alone sing the songs you know you wanna hear from these 
heartbroken punks. (DS) www.hell-cat.com 


LETIT BURN “The Expanding Universe” ca (Chunksaah} 
Indeed, Do Let It Bum I've got the petrol Can you spare a match? Jees I thought the label ran by some 
Bouncing Souls members would be releasing better bands and music that this! (TM) www.chunksaah.com 


LOS LANGEROS ‘Yeah, Yeah, Yeah, Yeah, Yeah —VeryInteresting” cd (self released) 

I was going to tell you how mad cap the song “That Beastly Focker” is when it dawned on me that everything 
about this band is madcap. I’m struggling to come up with a band I know or have heard of that are as mad as 
Los Langeros, Sure GG Allin ate shit and sure Lawnmower Deth sang about Satans Trampoline and asked 
how many times you could jump up and down on it, but neither came close to the unnerving smiles and crazy 
stares these fucks have sprawled across their faces when they play live. This of course transfers to this 
recording with ease. From the aforementioned mandolin / banjo driven “That Beastly Focker" to the howling, 
ike dogs on “Hard Drinkin Woman” you'll have phoned the white coats and told them to start their search for 
Los Langeros. By the time you get through “The Laughing Song”, you'll be on your hands and knees praying 
that the guys from the Cork Mental Institute know where to look for such harbingers of insanity. Songs that 
are quite simple in structure but big in spirit and heart are written thus so as they can play them live when 
they're all fucked up from various intoxicants. I'm cocksure of it. Bet you never thought you'd find the 
missing link between Hank Williams and Dead Kennedys in Cork did you? Well you will. You'll also most 
probably find them with drink in hand falling out the doors of a dingy pub/venue. If all this sounds good on 
paper. It sounds even better live. (TM) www.myspace.com loslangeros 


LUNASUIT Summer Season” cd (Boss Tuneage) 
Man does this sound a bit dated. Imagine Servo or Snuff (with female vocals) and you're half way there. Only 
Lunasuit aren't anywhere near as catchy as either Servo or Snuff. I'm sure the band put a lot of effort into this 
and I hate putting bands down but it was a struggle to listen to this, The cover artwork and booklet are bloody 
awful looking too. (TM) www.bosstuneage.com 


LUNGEISH “Feral Hymns” cd (Dischord) 

Lungfish tail from Baltimore. Big deal you say. Well their geographical location tends to say more for the 
band when you realise they are one of the very few non Washington DC bands on Dischord, seeing as 
Dischord was established to promote DC bands. So I guess having Ian McKaye as one of your top fans does 
you no harm at all and surely plays its part in the fact that Lungfish have existed for a massive 17 years and 
this record “Feral Hymns” is in fact their 11" album. Impressive eh?! Unsurprisingly enough, throughout 
those 17 years the Lungfish sound hasn't changed much, continuing to meander along with a heavy emphasis 
onthe lyrics while angular post rock shapes are bandied about in the background, “Feral Hymns” follows suit 
For me, music in general, is all about the right time and right mood — I found the right time for Lungfish was 
12 midnight while giving Pro Ev Soccer on the playstation a good auld batter. Song number 8, “Sing”, stands 
out as a brilliant composition. (TM) www.dischord.com 


LYNCHED ‘Where Did We Go Wrong?” cd (Psalm0' The Vinel 

Folk punk. Some find it aspiring, Others find it painful to listen to. I like it though. Its good session type 
music to have a few cans to. It’s the equivalent to being at a house party and when everyones drunk enough 
the guitar comes out and everyones a singer. “Where Did We Go Wrong?” is the debut self released full 
length cd from The Lynch Brothers ~ who of whom Lyncher has (could still be) played in The Dagda and 
Easpa Measa. So armed simply with their guitar and tin whistle and voices the duo set about delivering their 
songs in a storytelling vein. “Round and Round” could be a nursery rhyme, “Rickets” is a Luke Kelly anti- 
christ ballad, “Cosmic Crusader” could be David Bowie and “Sign On" is a reworking on Christy Moores 
classic “Ride On", “All Shall Fall" is probably the most impressive song on here and shows a far more 
atmosphetic side to Lynched. Top marks for using the word “chislers” in one of the songs as well, All the 
lyrics are printed and it must have been a pain in the arse to put them all down on paper the way they did, so 
fair fucks for that, [ think this is selling for the ridiculous price of a mere fiver so its well worth taking a hop 
off. As anend note: Whichever of the Lynchs is the smaller of the two boys in the photograph on the back 
hes got the head of a young fella who was always biting the other kids (TM) Jan Lynch, 11 Orchard Terrace, 
Grangegorman, Dublin 7, 


‘MAD CAQDIES “Live From Toronto: Songs In The Key Ol Eh” cd (Fat Wreck Chords) 

I know a lot of people like this band but I just dont fucking see it. Identikit ska punk with airbrushed guitars, 
‘smug vocals and pasted in crowd noise. This live album couldn't be more dead. Is this what we fought the 
punk wars for? (AG) www.fatwreck.com 


MAGHETIZE “Biome” cd (Rimbaud Records} 

“Its Magnetize — Biome, electronic droney stuff from Dublin. Similar to Suicide, Spacemen 3, Main... that 
kind of stuff”. That’s a text message Rimbaud Record head honcho Eamonn Sheehy sent me when I enquired 
what Magnetize was all about. To be honest I haven't the foggiest to what any of those bands sound like but if 
you add bleep boing bleep boing sounds to the drone it practically covers what you'll find on this ed. (TM) 
www. rimbaudrecords.com 


MAME BELIEVE “Shock of Being” cd (Hameshovel Records) 

The surprise album of the year for me ~ have to admit I have never heard of Make Believe until the cd arrived 
at my doorstep and even then it took me a few days to get around to giving it a spin - time wasted I can tell 
you. This Albini produced album is a must. In the world of pop throwaway punk of today I actually 

like bands that follow their own path and try and be different - having said that you could hear some 90's 
discord records stuff on the off-kilter guitar and beat changes but in today’s scene it sounds refreshing from a 
lot of the crap that's being released. This is an intelligent and complex album that is quiet, loud, introspective, 
brash, thoughtful and captivating all at once. Lam not going to mention any one track as standout as this is an 
album that needs to be fully heard. I really think with the right breaks and push they could have a good shot at 
making it big time. (DS) Flameshovel Records, 1658 n, Milwaukee, No.276, Chicago IL 60647 


MALADY: "Malady" s/tlp (Level Plane} 

This was a nice little surprise. Ex members of PG99 and City OF Caterpillar teaming up here to make some 
genuinely melancholic music that I'm actually tempted to label, for reasons I don't even fully understand 
myself, grunge. The influence of Sebadoh is all over this record, from the artwork to the sad tone in the 
guitars and melodies, although it's beefed up with clements of their previous bands , and maybe a calmer, 
more depressed Pitchfork or Drive Like Jehu, Good autumn music it has to be said, this was in my walkman 
‘on many an evening's walk home from work, This record honestly reminds me of of the mid 90s a lot, of both 
some of the stuff I was listening to in my late teens and, weirder still, a whole period of my life that took 
place when this band weren't even around. There's something haunting and regretful about this record, that I 
can't quite put my finger on. Ok, this review is getting weirder by the second, even by my standards, 

so. err. let's just say this: I like Malady a lot, but their record makes me feel kinda sad. [ think, therefore, the 
‘emo kids out there are gonna dig this big time. But don't let that put the rest of you off. We're not dealing with 
fucking Funeral for a Friend here, this is the real deal, a synchronisation of the heart, head and guitar strings 
that expresses an authentic yearning for something other than more pocket money and a girlfriend. (JG) 
www.level-plane.com 


MALKOVICH “s/t” cd (Coalition) 

A 10 song cd version of what was originally released as an ultra limited one sided 12 inch in 2002. I guess 
with the bands full length out on Reflection Records nows a good time to have their early stuff ready for new 
fans to snap up. Roll Swing Kids, Converge and Acme into one wrecking ball and you'll atrive at the 
Malkovich sound and technique. Its melodic at times but its sure fire crazy for the most part. Elements of 
grind. Elements of screamo, Plenty of hardcore action, No doubting they'll break things live. My kind of band 
in fact! (TM) www.coalition-records.com 


MALKOVICH “A Criminal Record” cd (Reflections) 

First full length by the Dutch destruction crew and the jazzy bits are as new as the new vocalist, In fact if you 
listen to this and listen to the recently released cd version of their “s/t” first release the differences jump out 
and beat your round the head they're that obvious. I hear a touch of ast rock swagger in there. You'll hear 
those cocks with boxes, the Oxes in there as well so its sounding pretty tasty already ch? The intensity is still 
here thank fuck, everythings swirling like a whirlwind and while theres madness in the sound theres 
intelligence there too which holds it altogether. Add the sounds found on a Refused or Converge record to the 
aforementioned Oxes and you're somewhat on the right path to discovering what the Malkovich boys have in 
store for you. (TM) www.reflectionsrecords.com 


MARE s/tdemo 

First things first: Lam reviewing the 5 song Mare cdr demo, but the songs are the same as the newly 
repackaged version that's just been given a worldwide release on Hydrahead. This record is breathtaking. A 
haunting mix of crushing doom, soaring vocals and ethereal ambience unlike anyone else out there right now. 
From the forlorn, ebbing chords of the opening "Tropics" to the stunning moment in "Sun for Miles" where a 
heavenly choir is suddenly flattened by an eruption of scalding guitar that could bury an entire city, this demo 
has head me spellbound and bewildered since it literally left me speechless the first time I heard it one 
afternoon last summer, Picture Jeff or Tim Buckley collaborating with Buried at Sea. Picture an emotional 
spectrum so intense it makes Neurosis seem positively dull, Second only to the incredible JESU (who are 
their label mates now unsurprisingly) right now as the masters of combining torrential, punishing heaviness 
with genuine beauty, Bring on the full length, for fuck's sake. (JG) www.mare,ca 


MARE “s/t’ cd (Hydrahead) 

Math Rock: The Final Frontier! Is there anything more unsexy? The thought of applying secondary school 
equations to distortion just seems so random and pointless! Yeah, I like the Patton/Escape Plan collaboration 
a lot! Meshuggah (although not strictly a math rock band per say), I could (try) headbang to them for 
extended periods of time. The End sound like they employ an octopus for a guitarist for fucks sake. How cool 
is that? And Botch = Legends, simple as that, But enough is enough. I remember way back when, people used 
to play songs without having to employ every diminished minor jazz chord known to man, coupled witha 
fretless bass playing every string open and biast beats which abruptly stop and start as if it were playing from 
a different hym sheet and all of which are contained in the first 16 second verse! Because lets face it, as 
interesting and unique as all of that is, these bands are now a dime a dozen. Thankfully Mare have decided 
that it’s possible to employ all these interesting elements without sounding like any band., ever! { could tell 
you that this Canadian trio are the aural equivalent of being strung out on horse tranquillisers while 
plummeting from space. But what the fuck does that mean? Well it sounds like a harsh, bleak combination of 
metal, grindcore, jazz (sigh, there’s that word again), drone, doom and ch, chamber music thanks to the 
vocalists use of choral vocals, Kindred spirits of the likes of Neurosis, Isis, Godflesh and to some extent The 
Swans, Just buy it, It won't be for everybody, but it should be! (GL) www. hydrahead.com 


MASTODON “leviathan” cd (Relapse) 

Currently taking the rock, metal and even indie music worlds by storm, Mastodon must be making a pretty 
packet for Relapse Records such is their immense and still rising popularity, After the mammoth recording 
that was “Remission”, the question on everyones lips was could they rise to those lofty heights again or better 
still could they even surpass the standards set? The answer, I’m delighted to report is a resounding YES! 

“L think that someone is trying to kill meecece!!!" goes the opening lyrics of “Blood And Thunder" as 
Mastodons riff happy metal kicks open “Leviathan”, a concept album built around the classic tale “Moby 
Dick”. The guitars hammer out riffs, Complex rhythms stand shoulder to shoulder with bone crunching, 
heaviness, The drumming is precise, A solid backbone in each song, Changes in tempo, immensity and mood 
are what makes this band for me, The Rush meets early Metallica comparisons are exceptable. Its certainly 
more about the music generated than time spent on intelligent, cleverly written lyrics, Additional vocals from 
Scott Kelly of Neurosis on “Aqua Dementia” and Neil Fallon of Clutch on “Blood And Thunder” plus some 
Matt Bayles (Minus The Bear) production and organ workouts on “Joseph Merrick” and you' ve got added 
value, The 2" disc, which is an audio dvd, sees “Naked Burn”, “Aqua Dementia” and “Hearts Alive" 
recorded in 5.1 Surround Sound (if that means much to you!), while the remaining 4 songs ate live songs 
from Club Quattro in Osaka, Japan. Scenesters are gonna hate them now they're gracing the covers of all the 
glossy metal magazines. They've had a hell of a lot of hype and press but it’s been deserved. The best 
description of Mastodon I have seen so far? - 'a prog metal band with faces so hairy you could turn them 
upside-down and they would look the same!”, Shame I can't remember who said it as it’s a truly great quote. 
(TM) www. relapse.com 
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MATCHBOOM ROMANCE/ MOTION CITY SOUNDTRACK splitcd (Epitaph) 

The packaging ofthis split cd caught my eye from bencath a bunch of review eds, What you get is some hip 
Derek Hess artwork and a coo! looking clear ed. On the disk you get two songs a piece fom Matchbook 
Romance and Motion City Soundtrack. All four songs are acoustic and stripped down to the bare bones. 
Motion City Soundtrack get my vote as the more enjoyable and inventive of the two. Nota great place to start 
ifyou're not familiar with either band. (TM) www.epétaph.com 


MEDICATIONS ‘s/t cd (Dischord} 

Can something thit has a discount sound te comprised of many different distinctions? If the answer is 
positive (and it isto me) the Medications have a distinct DC sound, No they sound nothing like Minor Threat, 
Qand Not Uor The Warmers. There is a dose of Three, Beefeater and Fidelity Jones. They have the poppier 
melodic Holy Rollers distinction in their songs. 6 songs in 25 minutes give us a taster for more but it's 
probably just the right length for that style of music. Medications are a good tonic for anyone that wants to 
movea bit to their music.(NMcG) Dischond 3819 Beecher Street NW, Washington DC 20007, USA. 
wwwdischordcom 


ME FIST AND THEGIMME GIMMES “Ruin Johanys Bar Miuvah’ cd (FatWreck Chords} 

Agimmick. One big joke. Pure piss take. I'm sure sentences like that usually crop up when Me First and the 
Gimme Gimmes are mentioned. But sure, fuck it, itis alla joke anda bit of fun and boy jeepers do Me First 
cover songs rock it when listened to over @ few cans of even on occasion when played in a certain pub in 
Limerick (that's Mickey Martins if you're wondering but I haven't heard them play Me First songs ina while 
just incase y'all rush in there expecting to hear them!) This time out Me First offer up a live album — staged 
ata bar mitzvah. Expect to hear suped up punk rock versions of classics suchas “Staitway To Heaven’, 
“Heat Of Glass”, “O Sole Mio", “Strawberry Fields Forever” and “The Longest Time”. Stick it inthe pe and 
theres some footage from the actual bar mitzvah namely “O Sole Mio”, “Auld Langs Syne” and “Hava 
Nagih”. A recordto test peoples patience | recommend listening to it whiel drinking or better still while 
drunk. (TM) www fatwreck.con 


‘MELWS “MangledDemas trom 1983" cd (necacd 

This is one for thecompletists Being the only recorded document of the original Melvins line up, fans of The 
‘Melvins will welcome this release. But if you're like me, a passive Melvins fan - who can take of leave them 
depending on mood — you probably would be better off re-listening to “Houdini” What strikes meabout the 
songson this is how close to Megadeth they sound, , even downto the whole Dave Mustaine snarl in the 
‘vocals! The soundbites (froma live radio commentary on a fundraiser the band played in their early years) 
the kick this off are fun though. (TM) www.ipecac.com 


‘MIHGHAL EDRESCH ‘tune sand Cautre™ (Aichimial 

From Anomie and Fingerprint through Robotnicka and La Fraction through to newer bands like Submerge 
and Amanda Woodward, France has produced some incredible passionate hardcore and punk over the years in 
all gees. Mihai Edrisch are another jewel in the French crown for those of us who've been keeping watch 
‘over the gallic scene. Virtually dripping with conviction and passion, ME (no idea what the name is about by 
the way) deliver an enthralling, musically articulate takeon emotionally charged hardcore that will rock your 
‘worldif bands such as Envy, Lack, Yage or even our own Puget Sound do anything for you. Personally T 
actually rate themmabove mostof those bands, and they don't sound like any of them but there are definitely 
Similarities in their control of power and atility to mix furious rocking out with more tempered moments 
‘without it sounding comy or generic at all, Heavy without being metal, and emotional without being emo, two 
thingsthat areactully possibly but very few bands can actually pull off. This is only their first release 1 
believe and onthis basis ofthat alone this gets Debut of The Issue from me. A solid first step on what I hope 
will bea. long and winding road. (JG) ww w.alchinsia-incfr-st 


MINSK:"Minsi culLisa Fauone Recordings! 

‘My mute Kunal pointed me in the direction of this mob. . nice one boss. Okay, NEUROSIS. Now that I've got 
that oul of my system we can move on. sort of, There is absolutely no possible way the influence of 
Oakland's finest can be denied - the cd art and logo are actually painfully close to “Through Silver in Blood" 
to the point where it's almost plagarism, Musically too, there's a very strong connection to the kind of stuff 
Neurosis were doing inthe mid-late nineties... slow expansive looooong songs that build in waves of effects 
and dynamics, crammed full ofdense and percussive low end riffing, There's a bit of a tribal thing going on 
too, though it's more about riffs than anything else here, Vocally, it sounds like the dude from Wathorse 
ducttiag with Steve von Till sometimes, but there's also some interesting use of clear vocals (check out the 
vocalsat the start of “as the city burns") that crops up to adda slightly spacier feel from time to time. 
Strongest tracks for meare the opening "The Time Ek Stasis" and the epic closer "The Plains of San 
Augustin”, where they prove there's a lot more originality waiting to be tapped into under the initial layer of 
Neurosis worship, moving as itdoes through some furious upbeat riffing into a mellower passage before 
climaxing in an immaculately stoned vocal Again, like HY ATARI, I'd say ifyou likea bit ofa smoke this 
will beright up your alley. There's a frighteningly large amount of potential at play here and I'll definitely be 
keeping an ear open for whatever Minsk do neat, but though a good band now they'll need to step out of a 
certain other band’s shadow if they're to become a great band on their next release. (JG) on 
www.myspace.com minske 


MINUS THEBEAR “Heros Eldso‘cd (Undergroavel 

On full-length predecessor, “Highly Refined Pirates”, Minus The Bear fired out a collection of unbelievably 
catchy tunes that touched on the followings subjects: women, drinking, sunshine, driving, and driving around 
with women drinking in the sunshine, A surprise considering that Mastadon/Isis producer Matt Bayles and 
Botch’s Dave Knudsonare in the band’s ranks, For “Menos El Oso” (Spanish for Minus-The Bear); they — 
followa similar template, but seem to have toned it down a wee bit to adda more “Serious” angle to the 
lyrics. Ub oh, I hear you say dear readers, but never fear as “Menos El Oso" comes across as MTB's most 
complete workto date. Kicking in with ‘The Game Needed Me”, the albums lays down its format of playful, 
jiggedy (have I made a word up?) guitars and electronics, with straight up power-pop choruses anda jazzy 
rhythm section Sometimes, you know exactly what's going to happen neat on this record, butat the same 
time, that’s something that gets you excited. While the track titles on ‘Menos El Oso” are not as wacky as 
previous Minus The Bear effors, they can still throw at such gems as “Michio's Death Drive”, and album. 
Closer“This Ain't A Surfin’ Movie" And when frontman Jake Snider. chants on “The Fix” that “4 

swim ming pool with no bodies, is a problem that we can fix", you just know you'd love to hang around with 
these dudes, lashing into the beers, and partying for the summer. Alas, I can'tsee Minus being so hot on the 
idea inhanging around tropical Limerick. (CR) www.undergroove.couk 


MISSION OF BURMAOn0fOn” cd (Matador) 

Honestly [never thought I'd yetto see Mission of Burma live, Reading their story in “Our Band Could Be 
Your Life" made the fact I'd never seen them live worse, So you can imagine my excitement when! heard 
they were back playing live in the US and a new studio album was on the way. When I heard they were 
coming to play Cork I had to dish down to Michael Guineys for a new pair of cacks such was the orgasmic 
response [had in my trousers tothe great news, But before the live experience there was the new album to 
devour The original line up back to rock it big time excited me. Sure Martin Swope was gone but hell adding 
Bob Weston (Shellac) to handle the tape mampulation Swope was famous for (Swope took the sound the 
band generated onstage and did all sorts to it through the mixing desk, giving the banda sound that defied the 
reality there was only } musicians onstage) was a master stroke. Even if the guy did fuck all, the status 
Weston has with the modem day rock fratemity was guaranteed to yet peoples tongues wagging and album 
sales hippening Important fora band making a comeback. This album [ like alot. A whopping 16 tracks with 
allthree members writing. Theres songs on here that would grace any Burma record to date in my opinion, 
variation seems to be the key and the band thrive on that approach alone switching from balls out rockers to 
lush slower structured numbers. An appearance from an indie darling of old is welcome as Tanya Donnelly 
from Belly stretches her lungs on “Falling” and it sounds great. Plenty of sing along moments as well. I'm 
finding myself singing “I’m high asa kite ona windless night” from “The Enthusiast” quite regulatly 
Regardless of the fact Mission OF Burma are legends, this is a really good record in its own right. Its bang up 
to date without losing what they did before and while a fan like me will devour this album and rejoice its 


greatness from the highest mountain I'd 
train. (TM) www.matadorrecords.com 


be confident this could attract new fans to climb onboard the Burma 


MOGWAI“Mr.Beast” cd (PIAS Recordings) 

Now with a career that's over 10 years old Glasgow's post rock darlings are back with their 5* studio album. 
Having given their previous album “Happy Songs For Happy People" a miss due to a temporary falling out 
between my good selfand my admiration for post rock I wasn't overly excited when I got this review. There 
just seemed to be too much of this stuff around me and I was almost tiring off it all. It was slow to dawn on 
me but at least now I've realised it’s the imitators I need to lose. Mogwai serving up an album here that shows 
us allthat's great about post rock was maybe the divine intervention I needed, all I can say was after listening 
{o this myself and post rock kissed and made up. Mogwai might be mimicked and copied but they'll never be 
bettered. The piano intro of “Auto Rock” and the song that follows “Glasgow Mega Snake” prove this, Both 
being simply awesome. Moments of greatness not found too often. So much guitar, All layered on top of each 
other. Even the vocals work. The first vocal outing on “Acid Food" benefits from the surrounding effects 
peddles and a slight southern country twang in the guitars, while Tetsuya Fukagawa of Envy pops upon 
spoken word vocals on “I Chose Horses”. Recorded at the bands own Castle of Doom studio the 45 minutes 
of action that is “Mr. Beast” is the monster its title suggests. Might go check out “Happy Songs For Happy 
People” now. (TM) www.pias.com/uk 


NEEM “The Red Treo" cd (Vagrant 

File under generic emocore. The guitarists can play. The vocalist can sing, But its all far to safe and boring 
And whiny of course, Theres some Deftones and Quicksand moments but clearly not enough of them for my 
liking. Theres even a Coldplay type song. An emo Coldplay. Twice the whine. Good jaysus, The thought of it 
Moneen should rename the band Moaning. I certainly did enough of it after giving it a run out. If you like the 
whole nu-emo thing you'll dig this, but Paul Daniels himself couldn't turn me into a fan. (TM) 
www.vagrant.com 


MURDOCH “3 Working Bays" democdr 

3track demo edr froma relatively new band in the Galway scene. Murdoch is the brainchild of ex-Fuktifino 
drummer Alan, who, bored with the drumkit decided to switch positions to guitar and vocals and form his 
own band to realise his creative needs... or something like that anyway. Heavily influenced by American rock 
bands like Helmet and Kyuss, with comparisons like that you know the songs are gonna be riff heavy and 
they are. Although in all fairness the vocals are pretty decent too and they get their fair share of space in the 
song structures. A demo well worth laying your greasy paws on and I'm looking forward to hearing more. 
(TM) www. eurdoch.i8.com or dammitmurdoch@hotmail.com 


MY REMORSE “AN We Own Are Blind Hearts” cu (sett 
This is a quite brilliant Ep from Corks emo metal nice guys My Remorse. Right from the off, when “Still It 
Echoes” sprints out of the traps with fabulously over the top Iron Maiden riffage, through to the closing 
“Music, Dreams and Late Nights”, heres a band right on their game and overly comfortable with what they're 
trying to achieve and what they're actually achieving. Borrowing lead guitar work from countless forms and 
genres of metal both new and old whilst not being afraid to write in melancholic pieces like the beautiful end 
piece to “Music, Dreams and Late Nights”, MR show they have an excellent understanding of song structure 
and arrangements well beyond their bands life to date. Lovingly tagged with an “Emo Maiden” description by 
their fellow langers in The Peoples Republic, if you don’t air guitar to this savage fusing of emo and metal 
then fuck it you're a bloody lifeless sod, Sometimes you credit bands for putting their heart and soul into their 
music even when the music is average, but remarkably here, My Remorse deserve an abundance of credit for 
the music they actually deliver as well as that said passionate performance. Easily one of the top bands in 
Irish DIY right now. (TM) www.myremorse.com 


MIPX Panic” (Side One Dummy) 

Treally should have given an album like to Jamie Grimes to review. Just for the fun of it. 

Whats worrying me before I even listen to this is the information that its produced by a guy who has produced 
Sugarcult, Goo Goo Dolls and worst of all Barenaked Ladies! Eeek! And Blink 182’s Mark Hoppus co wrote 
and sings on “Wrecking Hotel Rooms”. Double Eeck! Avoid unless you're about 12 years of age. Truly 

awful. Enough to make me want to throw in the towel if I wasn't doing so already. (TM) 
www.sideonedummy.com 


NEXROMANTIX Dead Girls Cont Cry’ cd (Hellcat) 

“Dead girls don’t cry”? No shit Sherlock! Ha! This is the second Nekromantix album I've had the displeasure 
of hearing and honestly they don't do a thing for me, Songs about all things macabre and dead played by three 
or four lads with quiffs to beat every other band on the planet. A poor mans Tiger Army is the result though 

Is Tim Armstrong actually picking the bands for Hellcat himself or what? Cos seriously Tim I'd do a better 
{job with my eyes and ears closed! (TM) www.hell-cat.com 


WERMOUS HELLIE “Don tThink Feel” cd (Go Kart} © 

What a shit band name. It put a“Well this is going to suck” attitude in my mind before I had even listened to it 
~ bad I know buts that's honestly what happened. Plus it made me avoid listening to it ‘cos I kept checking 
other review cds out first. But finally I managed to bring myself around, stuck it on the headphones as 1 
worked away one Friday morning and out poured some Buffalo Tom meets The Frames meets Nirvana or 
QOTSA-lite alternative/indie pop rock. And surprisingly there was a few half decent tunes on here, But 
unsurprisingly there was also some awful stuff on here like the dreadful “To Die For” If I heard a couple of 
their tracks on the radio or tv or wherever it wouldn't have encouraged me to buy this in all fairness. (TM) 


www: GoKartReconds.de 


MEUROSIS “The Eye of Every Storm” cd (Relapse) 

How supetb is this album? I mist have played it 50 times or more by now and still it sounds amazing 
everytime, Its strength for me anyway lies in its layering, every time [ listen [ hear something else, Its such 
atmospheric music, so brilliantly and thoughtfully constructed and structured. The five man team, each 
integral to the overall sound, work away on basic instruments like guitars, bass and drums before adding 
filters, textures and atmospheres through the use of synthesizers, samples and pianos. Guest musicians add 
cello on “I Can See You” and trumpet on “Left To Wander” and it all works superbly well, Highlights come 
in the shape of the haunting layering and explosive screamy primal vocal of “Burn”, the eerie cadence of “No 
River To Take Me Home” and the amazing guitar of title track “The Eye of Every Storm”, Would I be wrong, 
is saying theres passages of music that remind me of Anathema and Paradise Lost. [ don't think so - I feel it 
and hear itin there. And theres definitely some Nick Cave influence in there as well. Recorded by Steve 
Albini, the special attention to the minimalist instrumentation sound is top notch and Albini must be 
commended for that, Another landmark recording from Neurosis. Amazingly they've somehow managed to 
‘clude me on the live front, something I hope finally gets put right soon although their live appearances seem 
to be getting fewer and far between at the moment. (TM) www. relapse.com 


‘WEWGENICS "American Love" demo 

Chris Bickel was to American hardcore in the late 90's/early 00's what Sam MePheeters was in the late 
80's/early 90's- an intelligent, charismatic and most of all witty inside voice commenting upon and satirising a 
scene which, let's be honest here, at any given moment is only a subgenre or affinity group away from 
disappearing up it's own arse. In/Humanity’s "The Nutty Antichrist” alone is a fearsome thing to have on your 
musical CV, not to mention the consistently excellent Guyana Punch Line. However, with GPL seemingly 
dead, Mr Bickel has also taken a step McPheeters took after the demise of Born Against, and taken a step 
away from the harsher hardcore/punk of his previous outfit with this new band, Newgenics, No Toto, we're 
not in Prank Records land anymore. I'd heard the phrase "new wave" mentioned, but that's not really fitting 
This is, just, .well. slightly punky alt rock I know, I'm as surprised as you are. More likely to appeal to fans of 
Franz Ferdinand than His Hero Is Gone, it's either a brave step or complete stupidity, either way, it's a big 
risk to take such a drastic musical step but I think I can understand it. And to be fair, this isn't the worst thing 
I've ever heard, apart from the fact that certain songs aren't honestly that far off NME/Zane Lowe territory 
musically, Bickel though, it has to be said, isn't much of a singer, and the absence of a lyric sheet means i 
can't tell you if his lyrics have changed along with his music. Side two is the better half, and as pop songs go 
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the closing title track is fucking great. Part of me thinks this good, but part of me thinks it’s terrible, and I 
have to be honest and admit that if this band didn't have ex GPL people in it, I probably wouldn't give them a 
chance, Ifthe Panthers had grown up on the Screamers or Urinals instead of MCS, this might be what would 
have happened. Let's just say the jury is out, and it might be a while before we get a verdict. Still, for the fact 
that it's the sound of a man refusing to bow to his own legacy to keep other people happy alone, it's worth a 
listen, (JG) www. fuckitttapes.com . Distributed in Ireland by Rimbaud Distro. 


WIKOLA SARCEVIC “Lock-Sport-Krock” cd (Burning Heard) 

For those not in the know, Nikola Sarcevic is Swedish pop punkers Millencolin’s vocalist and guitarist and 
this is his first solo album, Signalling a total change from the pace, energy and pop power of his band, this is 
very much acoustic based and on the same lines as Dennis Lyxzens Lost Patrol project. Not content with your 
basic guitar, drums and bass set up, you'll find all manner of instruments from pianos and organs to 
xylophones. You'll also find all manner of Swedish helpers too in the form of guest appearances from band 
members of The Peepshows, Bombshell Rocks and The Soundtrack To Our Lives. Theres a overdose of 
harmonies, an air of alt country and the boy can carry a tune which is helpful when you try things like 60°s 
pop/rock ("Glue Girl") and Elvis Costello covering Bert Bacharach (“You Make My World Go Around”). 
The bio mentions the words personal and intimate a lot so there you go. A nice relaxing late night record to 
chill out to. (TM) www. bumingheart.com 


MO CHOICE/ FOFTH HOUR HERO split] inch (Newest Industry) 

A big heavy pink slab of wax might not sound like the best platform for some fantastic hardcore and punk 
rawk but here it is in its proof, Welsh socio-political punkers and auld lads, No Choice set the standard with 
“Pollute and Polarize" and “The Eleventh Hour". Canadians, Fifth Hour Hero are a surprise to me, Having. 
heard just a few compilations tracks the two songs on this had me raving. “Bruce Oh My Bruce” and “After 
All Is Said And Done” are their contributions and its not surprising to sec their on the No Idea label when you 
hear their sound. I know these split cds aren't competitions but most reviews (myself included) turn them into 
that, However I couldn't pick a winner here if U tried. Two brilliant bands, four brilliant songs. Newest 
Industry comes up with the good yet again. (TM) www.thenewestindustry.com 


MOFK “The Greatest Songs Ever Written By Us” cd (Epitaph) 

A best of NOFX. (Surely everyone reading this has either owned or heard a NOFX album at some point or 
surely heard a song by them.) Kicking off with “Dinosaurs Will Die” from 2000s “Pump Up The Valiu 
which I'll have to admit I thought was the last good song they wrote... until [ heard “Franco Un-American” 
from “The War On Errorism” record towards the end of this collection which is a catchy little ditty 
guaranteed to get you tobbing around the room. Theres one new track “Wore Out The Soles Of My Party 
Boots”, Elsewhere you get classics such as “Linoleum”, “Bob”, “Stickin In My Eye”, “Leave It Alone”, 
“Don't Call Me White” “Soul Doubt”, “The Longest Line” “Kill All The White Men” (which proves to be a 
great song to do the wash up to), all on one handy cd. {t'd be a toss between “White Trash, Two Heebs and A 
Bean” and“Punk In Drublic” for their most outstanding effort in my eyes. The booklet dates the songs and 
albums they're from and is chock full of ridiculous photos of the band and their ridiculous poses, faces and 
costumes over the years, Jees you have to laugh with them though. Fat Mike, of all of them, is laughing his 
way to the bank no doubt! (TM) www. epitaph.com 


MORTHSTATION “Bears"cd (Risc Records) 

Northstation is Dublin musician Steve Fanagan. “Bears” is his album, written, played and recorded at his 
home in Dundrum. Incredibly this is his 7* album in a mere 6 years, nestling in beside his recordings with 
Old Man Polka, Wrecking Ball, a previous Northstation album and two albums under his own name. Cant say 
I know those recordings at all and more fool me for that if the standard of “Bears” is anything to go by. An 
eclectic amalgamation of sounds, where acoustic guitars meet electronics, “Bears” is refreshing, challenging 
and edgy. It maybe mellow but its certainly haunting. [ played Playstation a lot while listening to this album 
actually. An unlit room, save for the light of the screen blending perfectly with the starlight shining in the 
velux window somehow seeming quite an appropriate setting for the albums scenery, direction and journey. 
‘The track “Not On My Watch” stood out cos its oh so cleverly constructed. If you're after something different 
Northstation “Bears” has it. Risc Records yet again delivering the goods, (TM) www.stevefanagan.com or 
www. riscrecords.com 


NO TRIGGER “Canyoneer” cd (Nitro Records) 

With a shit name and shit cover art, I was expecting a shit pop-punk band, Happily, { was very wrong. This 
Ca is pretty damn cool Up-beat, positive, catchy melodic hardcore straight out of Massachusetts, They're 
maybe a little bit less edgy than some of the fire-breathing hardcore bands that are around at the moment but I 
can imagine them busting some heads live (metaphorically, of course), (CF) www.nitrorecords.com 


NO SUBSTANCE “Teach Kids To Hate" cu (Milli jecords) 

‘They're named after a Youth Brigade song and the sleeve notes boast of stealing members and equipment 
from other bands, Already I’m likin these guys. They all look about 16 but thankfully aren't peddling crap 
emo or ska and are digging more of a late 80s Britcore groove. Fast, catchy, harsh, rockin with decent, 
heartfelt lyrics. Yeah! (AG) www. milliepeedrecords.co.uk 


OAK / THREADS split tour cdr 

Split cdr released to coincide and of course celebrate the two bands recent Irish jaunt. The UK's Threads, who 
feature ex members of Month of Birthdays, Suffer, John Holmes, Snail Racing, Khang and The Holy Riff to 
name a few, bring the 70's influenced Sabbath /Purple / Zeppelin rock with aplomb. The Bruce Dickinson 
esque vocal of “I Can Hear Mountains” being the pick of the 3 songs featured, of one, “Lazarus Blackstar” is 
a live cut. They were great entertainment live and the singer had these gi-normous lamb chops and bell 
bottomed jeans, The boogie factor of their songs soaring to an impeccable 10. Onto the Oak recordings and 
it’s the first studio work I've heard by the band. “Bidding War” and “It’s a Secret”, are both fantastic rock 
action workouts littered with head banging moments. They were top notch live too even if their version of 
“Children of The Revolution” was as scattered as the Elton John / Pete Doherty shambles at Live 8. The 
clever artwork on the back deserves a mention, namely the buses with the bands name on and the tshirt 
design. They sold this for something as incredibly ridiculous as | or 2 euro. You lose if you didn’t pick it up. 
(TM) www.myspace.com threads 333 


OCTOBER FILE “A Long Walk OnA Short Pier" cd (Golf) 

UK based four piece October File features ex- members of Yeast, Schindler and JOR. Hardly encouraging is 
it? Sur two of those, Yeast and Schindler, have been on Golf Records and subsequently have had their records 
played at UFC HQ forreview purposes. So while “A Long Walk On A Short Pier” wont have you drooling 
like an idiot, its an alright listen you know and better than the previous bands efforts. The bio lets us know 
that Andy Caims from Therapy? Announced from the stage that October File were "The best UK band I have 
seen inten years”, Sure Andy, I thought you'd giving up the glue? You dont get out much do ya? @ (TM) 
www. galfrecords.co.uk 


ONLY CRIME “To The Nines" cd (Fat Wreck) 

Punk Rock Supergroup alert! Only Crime features Russ Rankin (Good Riddance), Bill Stevenson 
(Descendents, All, Black Flag), Aaron Dalbec (Bane, Converge) and brothers Zach (HHagfish, Gwar) and 
Donivan Blair (also Hagfish) Wow. So theres expectation with this one as [ hurriedly thrown it into the cd 
player and press play. And thankfully that expectation is met as a barrage of punk rock /melodic hardcore 
comes tumbling out of the speakers, Inspired by the likes of legendary bands such as Black Flag, The Police 
and Bad Religion (see opener “RJ R”) and having peers in the likes of more modern day bands such as Strike 
Anywhere, Avail and Comeback Kid. “Sedated" is a great song, Rankin showing top form both in his voice 
and on the lyric sheet, The title track “To The Nines”, also stood out as it sees Dalbec recreate a Converge 
style math metal moment before blowing, it all away and returning to the melodic punk rawk. Genius, (TM) 
www fatwreck.com 


OPEN HAND “You And Mo” cd (Trustkill/Roadrunner) 
Wow! Trustkill in non screaming metalcore shocker! Go tell some toughguys! Ha, seriously though what a 
band for Trustkill to choose as their first step away from meathead moshcore, Open Hand having more in 


common with Queens of the Stoneage and Far than Throwdown and Eighteen Visions. “Pure Concentrated 
Evil” rips the album open, a fast paced full on rock assault before the soothing mellow vibe of “Her Song” 
gives breathing space. Both songs pretty much sum up the Open Hand approach to song writing. “Tough 
Girl” and “Tough Guy” sees the male and female vocals go head to head, although the male vocals takes the 
front seat for the majority of the album. The guitar work is intricate and harmonic, theres plenty of sing-along 
parts and the floor toms pound the rockier numbers along. Every time I listen I pick up something new which 
is great. Sometimes I just listen to “The Kaleidoscope” a slow burning stoner number, A marvellously 
orchestrated album, there isn’t one filler song on the whole recording. Good time rock 'n' roll for brightening 
up your day. (TM) www. trustkill.com 


ORANGE ‘Welcome to The World Of" cd (Helical) 

What is it with Hellcat records? I always find their releasés so hit and miss. I mean do we really need a 
watered down slightly pop punky version of The Sex Pistols in the year 2005? Like a hole in the fuckin head 
we do! By the final song “Orange” I was tempted to open the window and throw this out as far as [ could, 
Isn't it bad enough that Orange created offence by recording this limp last lustre excuse for punk rock without 
me littering the landscape with it! (TM) www.dtell-cat.com 

ORTHAELM “s/t” Tinch (Forge Records) : 

Jees, I just piss myself laughing everytime I hear this 7 inch. Someone at Forge Records must have secretly 
recorded their younger kid brother playing very bad metal on his out of tune guitar in their dirty damp garage, 
then released it on vinyl. Two tracks — both the exact same nonsense. Thankfully someone had the good sense 
to include what speed this should be played at ‘cos it sounds rubbish on either speed. (TM) Po Bor 3601, 
Woodbridge, CT 06525,USA. 


ORTHRELM “OV tn (Epicene Sound Systems) 

‘The wonderful Epicene label have unleashed this on lovely green vinyl, having previously surfaced on cd on 
Ipecac last year. I don't really have anything to say that hasn't been said before I guess other than because it's 
now on vinyl you actually can take a break in the middle of it if needs be. Listening to this is like the sonic 
equivalent of a Rubiks Cube - you start it, realise you may have bitten off more than you can chew, but figure 
that because you've started it you have to finish it or it'll torment you for the rest of the day. I have no idea 
what it is that draws me to Orthrelm. I'm not sure I like this record, but I just feel compelled to listen to it. 
Even though it makes my brain itch. (JG) www.epicenesound.com 


ORTHAELM / BEHOLD THEARCTOPUS split7 inch (Eyes of Sound) 

Orthrelm do what Orthrelm do with their one song here. Definitely a lot easier to take than “ov, and a lot 
more enjoyable for it. But the real gem here is the continuously growing monster that is Behold the Arctopus, 
who offer up another dazzling slab of their instrumental Voivod meets Cynic meets Naked City space metal 
progcore wizardry entitled "Paincave", I've been completely in love with this band since their 3" ed a while 
back, and you should be too. They've apparently signed to some yank metal label now, so I'm sure you'll be 
sick of seeing them in Terrorizer this time next year. Nice red vinyl, nice Away (Voivod) artwork, ed version 
‘on Crucial Blast. (IG) www.eyesofsound.com 


OVER IT “Sitverstrand” cd (Lobster! 

Sickly sweet fast paced emo with huge pop punk leanings is what Over It peddle. Yeah its enough to make 
you wanna smash your stereo to bits. Its kinda Thrice dry humping Jimmy Eat World in places but for the 
most part its MTV wanna be emotional pop punk tripe. Fora band that’s been around for 7 years or so you'd 
think they might sound dated or even have something original to offer .. but alas no. Its played very well but 
bands like this are ten a penny these days and I'm left feeling quite cold with this formula and genre. The best 
I can say about this cd is that the booklet is brilliantly laid out. These guys should move the fuck out of 
California and stop making such happy music, (TM) Po Box 1473, Santa Barbara, CA 93102,USA. 
www.lobsterrecords.com 


PAULN “Oh My God! We're Boing It.” cd (Iron Man Records) 

The P.ALN story goes like this, The name stands for Propaganda And Information Network, They seem to 
have been around forever, The band are big supporters of groups like Reclaim The Streets, Anti- 
Globalisation, Hunt Saboteurs, Anti-Fascist, squatters, Mad Pride, MacLibel and more. They feature members 
of R.D.F. and A.OS.3. This record is a re-issue of this record originally released by Inner State Records back 
in 1995, The album sold out, Inner State collapsed and the album never got repressed. The band themselves 
sce this record as the third piece of a trilogy. The third record in the set which features R.D.F’s “Raggamuffin 
Statement” and A.O.S.3's “Diversionary Tactics”, Birmingham based Iron Man Records offered to put it out. 
No doubt P.A.L.N bit his hand off. [ts an enjoyable listen. Starts off sounding like New Model Army opening 
track before dabbling in all manner of dub, ska and reggae with the odd bit of punk rock. Sample heavy and 
laden with political and social commentary, the British Justice System for instance being once source of the 
bands angst. Ifall that sounds appealing lob in some big English accents and you've arrived at the P ALN 
experience. (TM) www.tronmanrecords.co.uk 


PAINT THE TOWN REO “Pt: fl Home Is Where The Hates” cd Uoin The Team Player) 

Germanys Paint The Town Red peddle some okay hardcore. Its well played - professional sounding even - 
theres a heap of aggression on show and they're pissed off a plenty, Its got that new school old school vibe 
American Nightmare/Give Up The Ghost brought to the hardcore scene and bands like Modern Life Is War is 
carrying on and developing. Kind of arty hardcore. They even have those song titles that resemble titles of 
poems, mention heart a lot and divulge in overly clever and smart photography and text heavy layouts. They 
also lash in a bit of chugging metalcore with some meaty riffs and pounding drums to beef their sound out. As 
I said its okay, nothing amazing, listenable but all the same I'd be reaching for the Modem Life Is War cds 
every time before this one, (TM) www.jointheteamplayer.com 


PELICAN “The Fire In Our Throats Will Beckon The Thaw’ cd (Hydra Head) 

If you like your post rock then you gotta hear this, Half way through “Autumn Into Summer” turn the volume 
notch to 11, grab your sweeping brush and rock out, the songs final crescendo being particularly sublime. ['m 
digging that “March To The Sea” song big time as well. Its an explosive riff fest, guitars heading off in all 
manner of tangents, backed up by some awesome drumming, Actually the guitar work throughout the whole 
record is some of the sweetest ever laid down. Pity I missed them when they came to Dublin recently. Friends 
and 30" birthdays ch? Bah! Thankfully they seem like the kind of band that spend their lives on the road so 
I'm sure I'll catch them again. (TM) www.Aydrahead.com 


PANIC “Circles” cd (Reflections) 

I've heard so much talk about Panic but aside from a few scattered mp3s I really haven't heard much in the 
way of music from them, Hailing from Boston, Massachusetts, where the band formed in 2001, on first listen 
to this I tokk ery little from it, Subseqeunt listens have yielded the fruits of Panic’s work. Theyre pissed off let 
me tell you and Gibbys vocals are definitely different to your usually hardcore fare. For me though, Panic 
need to write more songs like “Ramparts” and "The Wolves Circle The Wolves” which are the two absolute 
hardcore belters on here. (TM) www reflectionsrecords.com 


PENNYWISE “The Fuse” cd (Epitaph Records) 

Certainly an apt album title ~ 8° album in and almost 20 years notched up on the punk rock belt Pennywise 
return with the fast paced and politically charged ‘The Fuse’ While it’s got to be said you know what you get 
with Pennywise and they throw in few surprises this album is as fresh and invigorating as any other So Cal 
punk album you will hear this year Always a band that I have loved and love seeing live ‘The Fuse’ is 
another album I grew to like quickly and one that gets it’s fair share of rotation on my cd player Knocked 
Down’, “Fox TV", “Stand Up” and “Yell Out” are particular stand out tracks for me, (DS) www epitaph.com 


PERTH EXPRESS demo cassette 

Nice little tape from this new German outfit, who've since put out a 10" and split 7° on the almighty 
Crucificados label. Well, in their own words, they like Ilis Hero Is Gone and they like Botch, And 
unsurprisingly, this is a mix of both. Yeah, { know, sounds like i's gonna be a mess, and the last thing 
anybody needs is yet another HHIG sound alike, but this is a pleasant surprise to say the least. The heaviness 
and tempo of HHIG is evident, but these kids can fucking play, and there's some dazzling guitar work and an 
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absolute powerhouse of rythym sectionat workhere. And , youknow, they knowhow to pen a tune without 
being too monotonous of overly technical which always helps, I'm sure if {were a dullard ['d probably label 
them “tech violence’ or "emo crust” or something equally daf,, but let's just put inane labelsaside and say 
theyrea fine downtuned hardcore band with a propersity towards dual guitar action and some invigorating, 
metallic undertones who are well worth your investigition You don't always have to be the most original 
band inthe world when you can pull it off with this much fury and conviction, Check out the records. (JG) 
www mnyspace.com/perthexpress 


PIGOESTROVER: Terrifier” cd(Relapse} 

By now of course the mainstteam press his had a field day telling you how Pig Destroyer are the second 
coming of grindcore, how they're the ultimate extreme metal band, how JR Hayes is some sort of poet 
laureate of all things perverse, I'm here totell you it's all true. I've been waiting quite a while for this and it's 
been well worth it. If, like me, you were expecting PD to slow down on this, you were sorely mistaken -after 
a brief intro, "pretty in casts" wastes no time in instanily decapitating you with speed and violence. And it 
gocson like this or 21 tracks without at any point losing cither it's intensity or, crucially, the listener's 
interest, You seehere more than ever previously, PD have shown a knack for writing memorable hooks and. 
structuring their songs cleverly rather than simply blasting random riffs like a drill through your head, If 
anything this makes the album even more unnerving because in spite of this new found focus and 
crafisrnanship, possibly even because of it being more musically coherent than some of their previous work, 
this is an exceptionally brutalrecord. "Towering Flesh" (which even sports wait for ita guitar solo! ), 
"Crippled Horses", "Torture Ballad" and the slightly less hectic “Grave Dancer’ or the title track all lodge 
themselves firmly inthe skull like warm bullets that don't explode fully til they reach the back of your head a 
while after impact. Lyrically, Hayes excels himself. His "Romeo and Juliet® by way of Dennis Cooper style 
tales here are informed by a less threatening sensibility than on “Prowler inthe Yard" but the palpable sense 
of desperation, loneliness and love as paranoia that hepaints through the lyrics compliment the harsh musical 
landscape by creating both a vulnerability and genuine fecling of unease. It's refreshing to see a more human 
side to writing extreme lyrics rather than doing a Cannibal Corpse hack n slash number. Hayes also 
contributes a cool and disturbing short story to the CD booklet which makes me wish he'd doa bit more 
writing outside of his band work. As someone who's listened to this kind of music for more than half my life, 
I canhonestly say this albumis the shit: its as groundbreaking and heavy as all those early Earache releases 
meand my friends would buy religiously as kids, as violent as Assuck or Discordance Axis or Despise You 
ever were, and more powerful and punishing than anything their current label matesanda million other tech- 
grind bands can pull out, This is grindcore and death metal for grown ups. Essential listening for fans of any 
kindof extreme music. And just as itends, and you sit back to reflect on how good it allis., you realise 
there's another disc, Disc 2, Natasha’ is 240 minute sonic film script that takes in Godileshstyle dirge, 
“requiem fora dream" soundvack ambience, anda mare defined horror movie lyricas Hayes spins another 
tale from the twilight zone where love and death collide brutally. Harrowing ona personal note, if the person 
at relapse who compared them to Pantera on the sticker attached tothe "censored" version of the cover is 
reading this... you're a fucking idiot. (JG) www.relapse.com 


PILGER / BIFFTANNEN spiit7 inch (Suspectevice fecords) 

The} piece Biff Tannen play fast messy tardcore punk. They hail from the Isle of Wright which is possibly a 
first. Having no prior knowledge of their tand and calling a spade a spade there wasnt a whole pile that | got 
excited about on their showing. Pilger 1’m familiar with, They're a bunch of 30 somethings playing highly 
energetic politically charged tardcore ala 7 Seconds and Minor Threat. Its decent and they're a solid band if 
this and their previous releaseare the stick to measurethem with. (TM) www. suspectdevicehy.co.uk 


PIPEIOWH “Mental Weaponry cd(A-FRecords) 

The cover artwork had me thiaking I was in for some torturous metalcore bullshit but these guys are actually 
more like mid period AFI mixed witha bit of 70s hardrock. It’s a slick package and sounds great but the over 
earnest lyrics and political/philosophical sleeve notes soon had me yeaming for some Andrew WK. (AG) 
www.a-frecords.com 


PISTOL GRIP Tearlt All Down’ca (B¥0) 

is grand! [ couldof left the review there, cause thit about sums it up, but Isuppose I better elaborate 
mid paced punky hardcore from Boston (Ithink), Sourds pretty like Bad Religion insome places and 
Pennywite in others although my knowledge of both these bands is minimal, It's the kind of record you'll 
stick on and 3 minutes later you'll forget what your listening to. Ittakesa lot of concentration to stayed tuned 
to its blandness. Don't get me wrong it's not bad and their not doing anything particularly wrong. Theres just 
no bit of menace or threat to it (M) www.byorecords.com 


PITCH BINCK This ts The ModernSound” ed (evelation] 

Pitch Black features Kevin Cross of the much missed (well by me anyway!) The Nerve Agents. Pitch Black is 
much different tothe hardcore peddled by The Nerve Agents though, asthe band chooseto do the whole dark 
punk thingy ala Misfits/AFI mixed with the sounds found in cool bands such as Mission of Burma 
(‘Lovelock”) and Hot Snakes (“The Veracity of Baggage"). Having been almost spookcore on their 
Revelation Records debut album, its grand to see themintroduce this new sound into their approach and it 
works a treat, thealbum getting better andbetter with every listen. The keyboards used go into overdrive and 
its refreshing to hear. No doubting that Kevin Cross is a talented motherfucker, (TM) 

www revelation records. com 


PLANES MISTAKEN FOR STARS ‘Up In Them Guts"cd (Moldea) 

On first airing { didn't take much from this record. Butnow as I type, the record is on its fifth playback and 
suddenly the pieces are beginning to fit together and its starting to click with me. 6" playback, I've a tea towel 
held on my head withan elastic band and 1 sweeping trush swung so dangerously low it might dislodge a ball 
should [rock out too hard But its worth the risk as songs such as “Belly Full of Hell’, “Glassing” and “Dying 
By Degrees”, spew forth the Planes Mistaken For Stars dirty rock sound. Fuck it, they even have time to get 

all haunting and hypnotic on “To All Mothers”, the acoustic approach bringing the superb gravel vocals to the 
fore, a trick they try successfully again on “No Prizefighter”. But its the song “Say Not A~Word*that-shows— 
their huge potential and ability, Soaring vocals and a slik guitar-lick tussling ta set a melodic breakdown free 
in @ somewhat hypnotic song, Great stuff. Big up to Vocalist Garedfor giving, it some. Rod Stewart,style 


balladcering on “Spring Divorce” as well. If I had one slight comphint it Would be'the fact the Songs tendto. "~ ftease the resulls’As a king player, The album kicks off with “Contraceptives” which calmly prises the record 


fun into each other a little, Maybea bit of mix up df the tracklisting ‘Wouldn't have bden atad thing Ah’ 2 
sure isn’t there always therandom play selection on'the cd player! The whole. package igrounded off nicely» 
with some cool artwork and an appeasing booklet. Decent album, (TM) www.stoidearecords.com ama 


PROPAGANDH! “Potemkin City limits” cd (Fat Wreck: ; 
Hove Propagandhi. I know they got some stick when they played an MCD prompted pig in Dublin'a few 
years ago. They didn't choosethe independent route and Neat for Temple Aik Genre a 
and sell their AK books. I would like to think that to err is human and it's a hi an ergr that won't be 
repeated, I love Propagandhi, | appreciate that they have been advocating animatrights in all theirreleases. — 
These sentiments continue with Potemkins sleeve notes “For christs sake lets stopeatinganimals....within 
days the thought of eating their bodies willseem similar to fishing a shit out of the toilet for supper” | love 
Propagandhi. 'mon a train departing Killarney for Dublin, I'm swapping, beautiful lakes, mountains and 
countiyside for industrialisation. This seems like an apt album, Thenoise and anger teflects the city but the 
hope espoused at times inthe lyrics is that beautiful picuresque view out my window right now. Ariatbum 
raging at you withtalk of war, punk rock commercialism and how American mainstteam society is plin 
wrong, (NMcG) www.fatwreck com ; > 


PROTEST THE HE! cd (Vagrant ; % B 
These guys are a “radical” five piece band from Canada, They sound like Avenged Sevenfold crossed with 
Trivium. They can play but they fill every single second with widdiy wildly guitar parts Sometimes there's 
fity things happening at the same time, It sounds a bit {uneless to my primitive-song-secking ears, This 
album isn't just music cither, it tells “a story” ~“‘an elegy of a young woman's execution, chronicled from the 
perspective of three characters”. Pretentious. (CF) www. vagrant.com 
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RADICALADORESS “Anger and Pain” cd (Corp Care Records) 


Some German who lived in Dublin sent me this for review. He asked me what I thought. When I told him I 
thought it was grand and sounded like Madball and Sick Of It All, Cro-Mags and NYHC in general he 
promptly replied saying that was my opinion. [ guess he was a bit pissed off with my answers eh? Ah well 
Whatever, NYHC is the overriding influence on this hardcore mini album which features good strong vocals 
and tight musicianship but harks back to jaded hardcore lyric topics like selling out and getting stabbed in the 
back and shit and anger and pain, Plus theres a gunshot sample at the start which is just plain dumb, The 
music isn’t bad but hardly essential listening either. I guess that German guy is still pissed with me. Smile 
dude, it isn’t always a world of pain, (TM) www.myspace.com/radicaladdress 


RANDY'S RIPCORD “love” cd (Go Kart) 

Having heard a song by this band on a compilation ed recently [ had high hopes for this record being a 
possible belter ifnotan entertaining listen at least. And while I'd hold out on noting it as a classic it certainly 
did the job in filling the head down no nonsense three chord punk rock hole in my life of late, The songs are 
catchy and aim for the three minute mark every time which suited me just fine; no need for aver elaboration 
When you can get you point across inthe shortest time possible. The vocalists Ines and Linda trade lines and 
verses, with both girls knowing how to mix the quiet and loud to good effects and thus the melodies are to die 
for. I'd be tempted to liken them to The Distillers what with the female fronted punk band and all but [’m sure 
they've heard some Leatherface albums too, Refreshing. in its straightforward approach, (TM) 

www. gokartrecords.de 


AION CRUSADE Infinite Water” cd (Reflections) 

“Infinite Water” is the debut full-length for the Refused / Snapcase overdosed Dutch boys. Let me stop the 
review here fora minute and reflect on the bio... jaysus did it spout some awful drivel altogether culminating 
in the claim that this band can fill the void left by Refused, Ah hello? .. fill Refuseds void? Are you fuckin 
having me on? Anyway who wants Refuseds void filled? {’m quiet happy re-listening to “The Shape of Punk 
To Come” over and over and over and aver, well you get the picture right? Worst of all when you get a few 
songs in Razor Crusade unleash some moments that veneer towards emo metal ala Funeral For A Friend 
(yeah the currently done to death by a load of shitty bands stuff) and frankly they sent a shiver up my spine 
Look you're either a hardcore band or you're fuckin not right ~ make up yer fuckin minds! Frankly I'm 
disappointed that Razor Crusade didn't take the blueprint laid out by Refused and Snapcase, fuck it into a 
huge mixer, add in a whole heap of other influences and create something more challenging and unique. (TM) 
www. reflectionsrecords.com 


RED LIGHTS FLASH “Free_" cu (A-FRecords) 

Jees this is a good record. Austria's Red Lights Flash is AF Records first international signing - AF Records 
being owned by Anti Flag. So it comes as no real surprise then to hear Red Lights Flash have the same 
political and social situation addressing lyrics and melodic punk rock sound as Anti Flag. You could also add 
Strike Anywhere and Good Riddance in there as reference points too, From opener “Past Soul” right through 
to “Words, Context, Warfare” the whole album barely lets up in its attack, kicking and screaming its way 
through thirteen songs, barking out the intelligence but always keeping an eye on the melody, “Saving My 
Time”, “Direct Action” and “Boost The Economy” all stand out and showcase the quality on offer, while 
“Politics of Hate” shows the band have a willingness to push themselves further with some experimentation 
of their sound, which is refreshing to see in an overcrowded melodic punk genre. Plenty of singalong parts 
written into the songs and the soaring almost Iron Maiden fretwork is deadly too, (TM) www.a-frecords.com 


AEFUSED “The Shape Of Punk To Come” cd / “Songs Ta Fan The Flames Of Discontent’ cd / “The EP 
Compilation’ cd (Buming Heart) 

Timely issue of remastered Refused records seeing as every Tom, Dick and Harry is name dropping them as 
an influence these days even if these finely tuned ears can’t hear it, An amazing band though and if I have one 
regret from my college days it's the fact [had exams when Refused made what turned out to be their final 
visit to Ireland, (Add to that the fact [never saw Quicksand or Black Flag live and theres an unholy trinity I'll 
taketo my grave!) I love the soundbite at the start of “The Shape of Punk To Come” that goes “They told me 
that the classics never go out of style. . but... they do....they do. Somehow baby... never thought that we'd do 
too!” Doesn't it just smack of irony seeing as 8 years on this classic and this band have yet to go out of style. 
Mimicked fiom Ballina to Brazil, Refused is the stuff of legends. Whether it be the 7 minute attack of 
“Worms Of The Senses / Faculties of The Skull” which twists and turns before finishing with a bit of techno 
or the staggering “New Noise", possibly the greatest hardcore/punk rock song ever written, “The Shape of 
Punk to Come” is a devastating yet truly interesting assault on the senses, an innovative twelve track 
combination of intellectual genre redefining revolutionary punk and hardcore. One of my favourite albums of 
alltime, A must own. “Songs To Fan The Flames Of Discontent” delivers the start stop riffarama and 
screaming versus spoken vocals synonymous with early 90's hardcore and rock and shows glimpses of the 
direction the band were going in, Songs like the considerably inspired “Rather Be Dead” slams you in the 
face, “Coup D'Etat” sprawls frantic riffs all over the walls and “Its Not Ok..." arrives emanating over the top 
emotion ~ all traits brought tothe maximum on “The Shape of Punk To Come”, If“Songs To Fan The 
Flames OF Discontent” shows the bones, The masterpiece that was “The Shape of Punk To Come” adds the 
flesh. The final of the three cds; “The EP Compilation” does what it says on the tin, collecting songs from 
various releases, So with that, you get songs from “New Noise” to “Rather Be Dead” to “Sunflower Princess” 
(oa cover of Prodigys “Voodoo People”. Worth picking up for completists but hardly essential when put up 
again the other two albums, although you can hear Refused sounding like Britpop band Suede on “Jag Ater 
Inte Mina Vannet”. The Refused juggernaut may have derailed abruptly in 1998 but you wonder would the 
band have ever bettered “The Shape of Punk To Come”? (TM) www. burningheart.com 


HEST Burning In Water, Drowning In Flame” cd (OutOnALimb} 
“Their songs are epic journeys which reek of instrumental greatness, calling up comparisons to Slint, 
Mogwai, Explosions in the Sky and GYBE”, is what this very scribe wrote in a previous issue of UFC zine 
after tackling a previous Rest release - one of the two demos that knocked around for a while, which served 
their purpose by introducing the bands name, what they were about and of course their quality. So after 
~eulting. their teeth with numerous ~ outstanding I might add — live performances and the aforementioned 
demos the time finally arrived forthe lids to relocated to Owenahincha to record their debut album in Blue 
Monkey Studios; spurred om by the-fact tlie good lads of Out On A Limb Records were waiting eagerly to 


open,a string section adding some gredt atmosphere to the songs build up to “that” start stop part that always 
comes across so powerfully live. The brooding, meandering “Our Friends Know Nothing About Density” 
folldws, another belter, “To Learn” sees guest singer Annette Buckley make her first appearance and add 
some haunting melody and vocals to the mix, before the frantic riffage of "Mother" drives us to the half way 
point where the-title tracks “Burning In Water” and “Drowning In Flame” take over, slowing the pace down 


= ee Flame" employs Annette Buckleys haunting vocals again, building up the song before 


¢ tempo changes brings the house down, “Beauty” blends jazz and post rock together and 
“then “Rist Go Pop!’ “Is Our Blood Not Enough?” a noisy rock out sounds the death knell on a really great 
effort, (TM) wir w.outdnalimbrecords.com 


REST cofep (OutOnALimh) 

One of the Out On A Limb boys handed me a copy of this at Cult of Luna in Dublin, It's limited edition UK 
only version of a soon to be released ep that Rest got made up for the Cult of Luna UK tour. Two songs. First 
song “Operation Impending Doom’ clocks in at 6 37, races from the traps, drums pounding the fucker along, 
guitars rising from thé ground before smashing into the sky, breathing, ticking along a bit calmer then beefing. 
up again and freaking outto a finish. Song two, “Spare A Dime For Comrade Lonely Crippled Cowboy”, 
almost hits the 13 minuté mark, doesn't bust a gut in the speed stakes, has guitars coming from everywhere, 
all with varying tones and effects and accommodates some superb time and tempo changes which are 
brilliantly wrdtep and in all the right places, Both songs are structured almost perfectly and came actoss 
amazing well live when the lads opened for Red Sparowes at Crawdaddy in Dublin. As { said, a full version 
of this ep should surface soon on Out On A Limb and it will be a criminal offence if you don’t buy it. I've lost 
count of the amount of times I've listened to this, (TM) www. oulonalimbreconds.com 


MUSIC & DVD REVIEWS >> 


(RETARDS) “Sex ts A Weapon” promo cdr 

(Retards) is a two piece from Dublin who formed in May 2004, One Marshall Applewhite, who handles 
vocals, synthesiser and noise and one Frank Osterflood, who also takes a stab and some vocals while also 
playing guitar and drums on this recording. And what a recording it is. Sweet Christ... talk about a mish mash 
of styles! This is some crazy shit altogether. Lots of electronics, some laid back stuff and then some off the 
wall insane stuff set to bemuse the listener. The 2" track surely quotes “spawn of Charles Manson and Mary 
Harney” in the lyrics or am I going mad? The cover of 60s classic “And Then He Kissed Me” is done in 
(Retards) own inimitable “style” which more often than not involves distorted vocals, noises, electronics and 
an array of instruments, Its like one big crazy musical nightmare played by drug fuelled asylum escapees. If 
you're familiar with the stuff Aaron (Retard) reviews on his Plastic Donkey dvds then you'll see where the 
inspiration comes for the sounds contained on this cdr, Theres certainly a humourous element to the band. 
Sure who could keep a straight face reading songs titles like “Under Sixteen Whores”, “(Retards) Abroad” 
and “The Immaculate Anus” out loud, Those around you sure would have faces of confusion offset by 
nervous laughter, This arrived as a pink cdr in clamshell packaging. Not sure if that’s how you'll get it should 
you want to track it down cos I know it was a limited release, (TM) Attp://retards. plasticdonkey.com 


IRIEWOLUTION OF ASU Tokamak" demo c1 
Wow someone build me a new head ‘cos this fucker just blew it clean off! Twin guitars, twin vocals and lots 
of drums this 6 piece wrecking machine will plough right through you with bone crunching heaviness and 
intensity. “Tokamak” holds four songs; “Benu”, “Threat”, “Closer” and “Dissent”, all rip through the air with 
a jackhammer delivery, each posing their own menace and each being not for the faint of heart such is their 
ferocity. The vocal trade offs between Chris and Eoin are highly impressive on whats a highly impressive 
demo, Stick Converge, Breach and His Hero Is Gone in an air tight room without bread or water for a few 
days and [Revolution Of A Sun will emerge. Its real hardcore and real metal topped with a dollop of crust 
and its utterly chaotic live. Great stuff. (TM) www.myspace.com/revolutionofasun 


IRIEWOLUTION OF ASUN“Sacrifice-Hell-Routine” demo cdr 

They may not play too often outside of Cork but fuck it when it comes to recording the [R]OAS boys are no 
slouches. Yet again its off to Ciaran O Shea who steps everything up a few notches with an outstanding 
production, More of a Breach influence and sound on this and certainly more melody and ideas than the 
“Tokamak" demo had, The guitars cut through the speakers and yet again the vocal exchanges are superb. 
The demo title and the experimentation in sound deserve a huge pat on the back. Its high time for these 
langers to get the songs from the two demos together with a couple of new ones and go for the full length 
album. Since moving from Cork I haven't seen the [RJOAS live beast in a while. Hopefully that'll change 
soon as I'd love to hear these songs in the live setting. More great stuff. (TM) 

www. myspace.com/revolutionofasun 


BIASTRAGH demo cde 

Shit cool band formed from the ashes of the equally shit cool Dogboy Conspiracy. Its an Albini inspired 
overdose with Riastradh taking their cue from Rapeman, Big Black and Shellac, Add in a dose of Primus 
madness and you're on the right road, A band comfortable at pushing boundaries you feel this could go 
anywhere, something the use of trumpet/clarinet showcases. The recording quality is top notch and makes a 
mockery of the poor excuse that, because it’s a demo, the quality of recording can be average or poor. Tip to 
bands looking to record get in touch with Dwansound before you do anything! Is this the band we've all been 
waiting for since the untimely demise of Jackbeast? Yep, Riastradh are that fuckin good! (TM) 

www, riasiradh.com 


RICKY WARWICK “Love Many Trust few’ cd (Townsend Records) 

Def Leppard “Hysteria” was a cool album, I saw Def Leppard playing football on the beach in Ballybunion 
before they recorded it, But it had its time you know. Def Leppard had their time. Northern [relands answer to 
Mike Ness; Ricky Warwick, doesn’t think so, Ricky obviously thinks sounding like The Leppard in 2006 is 
the way to go and has recorded some acoustic tunes to try and see if hes right. Of course, hes wrong. But he 
drags The Leppards Joe Elliot and Vivian Campbell in on a song anyway. Then he decides maybe a counjry 
version of the Leppard would be top notch. So he does his hardest to sound like Garth Brooks running 
through “Pyromania”. Believe me its actually worse than it sounds, Fuckin hell. The cover of Iron Maidens 
“Runnin Free” is about the only bearable track on the record. It's a shame a former member of New Model 
Army and The Almighty, and a guy whos appeared on Stiff Little Fingers live records and wrote songs with 
‘The Ruts, has churned out such garbage, (TM) www. townsend-records.co.uk 


AIFU The Bombsessions” cd (Go Karu 

Apparently this Norwegian band have been on the go for almost 10 years or so but its only since they hooked 
up with Go Kart Records that they've started to get any international coverage and recognition. The bio 
claims that musically they lic somewhere between Propaghandi and Refused and its not far wrong there. They 
have “that” sound that Scandinavian hardcore bands always have which is no bad thing and everything is 
played well, something their 10 years as a band had helped them with no doubt. Overall the 5 songs on this 
Ep aren’t bad but I'd like to see them mix it up a bit more on their forthcoming full length “Bombs For Food, 
Mines For Freedom" which is set to be released by Go Kart in September. (TM) www.gokartrecords.de 


AIFU “Bombs for Food, Mines For Freedomf cd(GoKart) 

Political heavyweight hardcore punk band from Trondheim, Norway. Following hot on the heels of their “The 
Bopmbsessions” ep comes their debut full length for Go Kart and their 3" full length record in total. I asked 
in the review of the ep for them to mix it up more and they haven't but in all honestly the songs are better this 
time out. I guess they play screaming hardcore, the drums pounding the songs and sounds along, while the 
vocals are the star performance. Theres a bit of weight in the songs that reminds me of Nine (see “The Plague 
We've Become”) and the energy and fast guitar on “Sold Out World” is top drawer, I'd also give them credit 
for “Born Addicted", “Come All And Blow Your Brains Out” and a venture into Strike Anywhere melodic 
hardcore territory on “Laugh Ourselves To Death”. The lyrics are politically supercharged which makes the 
photos of the band in full on poser mode all the more baffling, (TM) waw.gokartrecords.de 


RIGHTEOUS JAMS “Rage of Discipline” cd (Kung Ful 

10 songs in just over 13 minutes with a sound that harks back to the early Revelation releases (Judge, Bold, 
Inside Out etc.,) but ultimately does sound a bit dated in the year 2005, What surprised me was it smacks of 
hardcore but isn't overly aggressive, and skates along at a mid paced rocky sound throughout. Is this the 
sound of the Cro-Mags going for chart success? Ha ha. This left me wanting more aggression, Wheres my 
Blood For Blood eds gone? (TM) www. kungfurecords.com 


RISE “Reclamation Process” cd (Sons Of Nero} 

This album was givenaway free with Law Of Inertia magazine/ ‘The same mag featured a very interesting 
piece on the band, They don’t care too much for the music industry so they immediately caught my attention 
‘They sound hard and rocky ~ you know the sound. Fast and hard where you can sway along to at a gig and 
try and figure out what the man (and it is USUALLY a man) is screaming about on stage. At least the lyrics 
came with this and they are interesting. | would recommend that you track this down. (NMcG) 

www. lawofinertia.com | www. riserock.com 


AISE AND FALL “Hellmouth” cd UoinThe Team Player) 

Belgium has always been known for producing this kind of metalcore mosh. Bands like Liar and Congress 
and that whole H18000 scene, Rise and Fall started out in 2002 when current members of The Deal and 
Kingpin started a side project, They toured a little, enlisting members of Dead Stop and Congress to fulfill 
live dates When their full time bands broke up, RAF became a full time project. “Hellmouth” is their debut 
full length. A cloning of Integrity and Hatebreed metalcore, it sounds more so of the latter, However, its 
largely un-inspirational stuff and [ bored of it easily and quickly. To be honest, if you wanna hear some 
decent metalcore check out the latest Walls of Jericho album "All Hail The Dead” instead (TM) 

www jointheteamplayer.com 


ROOSKY “Body Mass index’ cd self released 


Roosky is a relatively new band from ex Stomach, Pincher Martin and Arnheim people. A good portion of 
you reading this will probably be too young to remember the latter two, while so rare were Stomachs 
appearances I'll forgive you if you don't know them either. What I would say is you should definitely check 
all 3 bands out (you should lay your hands on a copy of Stomachs fantastic “Substantive” ed fairly handy and 
just bother some of the older heads of the scene or in fact bother me to hear the other two.) But back to the 
band at hand, and being a fan of all three previous bands, I was pretty stoked to hear of this new venture and 
picked up the ep as soon as it landed and sure is god it didn’t disappoint. Five rockin tunes which sounds like 
all three members giving the vocal duties a go and enough variation in their sound already for the band to 
warrant what would be an interesting full length. Its short but you'll repeat play the fuck out of it for days. 
Jonathan Yates records and produces. Not surprising to see him surface here after the wonderful job he did on 
the Stomach album. Great start by Roosky. Really look forward to hearing more. (TM) 
rooskyrock@eircom.net /www.myspace.com/rooskyrock 


‘RUFIO The Comfort of Home” cd (Mitra) 

Man I thought I was going to hate this. I heard some stuff by them before and had them written off as another 
piss poor emo pop punk outfit, But I was wrong and I hold my hand up, I stuck this on one Sunday afternoon 
and it wasn't long before my foot was tapping along to the overload of pop punk, emo and classic rock on 
show here, Blend No Use For A Name with Weezer and add in a dash of The Cars are you're pretty much 


there as regards the sound you can expect on this record, The instrumental song no.12 busts out a Thin Lizzy 
duel guitar battle to great results and they get a huge thumbs up for that. Yep, the classic rock influence works 
really well throughout the album and its probably why I thought this was half decent. (TM) 
www.nitrorecords.com 


Jees, the Riot are going a fair while now which is great to see, even with more line up changes that the 
Sugababes, the name is still going strong, Is Colin the only original member these days? Well he makes 
Runnin Riot for me, his stage persona and that rowdy rowdy voice soaked in its heavy Northern Irish accent 
gives them their edge. The musicians can come and go but it’s still the same band once he has control of the 
microphone. As with previous Riot releases lyrical themes tackle the usual humorous odes to their favourite 
tipple Buckfast and serious socio political commentary on Belfast, the state of modern football, class 
struggles and narrow minds, The album also includes "Divided Loyalties” which previously featured on the 
split 7 inch with Tower Blocks and finally 1 get to hear a studio version of “Armchair Anarchist", a Riot song 
[first heard at Warzone 2003, which features Atilla The Stockbroker here on the studio version, The raw 
scratchy guitar is also worth mentioning as it’s the kind of sound found on Stiff Little Fingers albums, Good 
to see them back in action and if they ventured a little bit more South that just Dublin it would be good to see 
them live again, (TM) Po Box 667, Belfast, BT! 2YB, Northern Ireland. www.riotbois.com 


AYOELL “Hard On The Trait" cd (Engineer) 

Dear Trev: Hey, it's jamie. Look, I'm not sure what the deal is, but have I done something to offend you? f 
can't help thinking must have accidentally spilled your pint, or drunkenly slagged your hair, or said Dag 
Nasty were a bunch of money-grabbing ladymen when I was drunk or something, { don't know. But I must 
have really done something terrible to you , must have really hurt you in some way, and I'm really sorry for 
whatever it was, but punishing me by making me review Anal Beard was bad enough. This is just plain out of 
order, forcing me to give up 40 minutes of my life on listening to this pathetic "emo" drivel. I mean, sure, I 
like Jawbreaker and all, but Hot Water Music tribute bands don't do anything for me, And when you sent me 
this ed knowing full well that there was a version of "Boys of Summer" done in full on screamo mode, were 
you effectively trying to make me have a nervous breakdown? Surely you could have just sent this to Ruffino 
so she could write one of her "pointless stories masquerading as record reviews" skits instead of reducing me 
to sobbing quietly over the keyboard as Rydell sap my will to live more and more with each note of their 
contrived, miserable teenager orientated rock? This is like being gaffer taped to a chair with my eyelids 
pinned open and being forced to watch "The OC” and "Coronation Street” at the same time, It hurts Trevor, 
that you would do this to me. [thought we were friends. x Jamie 


Dear Rydell. - 
I don't know if this is even an adequate enough description to convey to you exactly how offensive to me your 
band is, but I would rather be anally raped by Adolf Hitler's reanimated corpse while eating fresh, steaming 
shit from a monkey with irritable bowel syndrome then ever listen to your band again. Please stop. Love, 
Jamie. PS: I'm sending your ed to Don Henly's lawyers so they can bankrupt you for that abortion of a version 
of “Boys of Summer". (JG) www.engineerrecords.com 


‘SAVES THE DAY “Ups a Downs : Early Recordings and B-Sides” cd (Vagrant/Sore Point) 

Saves the Day is a little puppy that’s tugging at your pant leg. It’s been there, yanking and wagging its little 
tail for about an hour, and it’s gotten so you hardly notice it except when the little guy emits a little ‘grrr’ 
And anyway, you don't have the heart to shoo it away because, well, it’s rather endearing, and you admire its 
fortitude and its relentless pursuit of a higher plane of cuteness. I'm not sure if that’s a good review or not, 
but, regardless, Saves the Day have always managed to do what so many other emo bands could not: write a 
decent pop song. The rises and falls of puppy love affairs, adolescent swoons, days planned around 
‘accidentally’ running into your current teenage crush, these guys legitimise this sort of behaviour, and I say 
“Amen to that. This 19-track collection of early stuff, acoustic tracks, B-sides and live tracks is not a bad 
show, There's carlier material here, from the years when they tried to be a hardcore band, none of which 
works anywhere near as well as their later stuff. The cover of ‘Clash City Rockers’ is, well, passable, but 
while Clash covers are fine to do live, they are hardly ever advisable as fodder for recordings. If you want a 
surprise, date a lady with an Adam's Apple, Otherwise, this will do nicely. (JR) www. vagrant.com 


SAVES THE DAY “Raise The Alarm” cd (Vagrant) 

When this New Jersey based emo quartet came up with the title for their latest record, they must have known, 
that it would have provided oodles of pun-worthy remarks from smart-arse reviewers all over the world, But, 
I'm going to resist this time around. There are some strange credentials here. Manny Carrero of Glassjaw is 
now on bass, and Dillinger Escape Plan knob-fiddler Steve Evetts is on production duties. And hey, cool punk 
kids, they are now signed to Vagrant. Wow! {can only imagine that they wear designer skate-shoes, have 
fancy haircuts, and at least one of them has some “artistic” tattoos. Anyway, this album sees STD (ouch, not 
the greatest acronym ever) being a very, very angry band, according to their commander-in-chief, Chris 
Conley. Following on from being dropped ftom Dreamworks (Spielberg not a fan?), Conley is now raging, 
against the machine, citing influences like The Pixies and The Stooges for this record. Truth is, he sounds 
closer to that gobshite from the Vines than Frank or Igy, The lyrics you can probably guess from happy-out 
song titles like “The Ends", “Shattered” and “Hell fs Here, but just to give you an idea, here's a wee sample 
from opening track “Head For The Hills” "Drowning in the darkness of my mind, dream of setting fire to 
everything in sight and if I die tonight and go to hell, [wonder will I see you? ”. Its just a pity they couldn't 
channel some of this anger into writing some proper punk tunes. Instead, we are left with a plate of standard 
emo dirge, that it's possibly ok to like if you are still too young to drink, have worn make up at least once, and 
think that the Kerrang telly channel is cutting edge. (CR) www, vagrant.com 


SEADOG demo cdr 
Since bands like Giveamanakick and 22 signalled their arrivals on the scene theres been very little in the 
Limerick music circles that has exited me. All that’s juts changed though with the arrival of Seadog, An 
instrumental three piece band that sounds nothing like Mogwai or Explosions In The Sky and thank fuck for 
that, Seadog have a more Thin Lizzy, Dire Straits and The Fucking Champs vibe about them as the two songs 
Hallowed Be Thy Doom" and “Destinys Child” show. It's a tad psychedelic, the riffs have a hypnotic 70’s 
rock quality about them. Some other interesting facts about Seadog is that they star Ivan Pawle who spent 
some time in Estel and all three members thoroughly enjoy booze and disco dancing and more booze and 
usually in that order as well. The covers of the cdrs are gas, Created by school kids guitarist Damiens 
girlftiend Jane teaches, they’re all individually designed by crayons and colouring pencils, The cover on the 
cdr I got says “The Grate Seadog” and has a rainbow drawn on as well, which of course is the stuff of 
legends. (TM) www.myspace.com deadseadogs 
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‘SEDACED “th” cd (ewost Industry) 

Sedaced peddle emo rock. They feature a chappie called Scott on guitar and vocals, whos ex-Broccoli, The 
“Tone, Hard Skin and Dead Inside - that's some pedigree and variation of musical styles. Sedaced though 
have peers in the likes of Kids Near Water and Garrison, this self titled mini album getting better and better 
with every listen. [like the melody they write into the sound, surrounding it by soaring driving guitars and 
intricate riffs. They save the best until last with song “five” (great lyrics) and song “six” showcasing the 
strength this band has whenit comes to writing good songs, Onegripe I have is all six songs are all stupidly 
named like the following: song one is called “one”, song two is called “two” and so onandso forth. Pure 
bullshit arty wank if you ask me. Its not big. Its not dever. So cut it the fuck right out d'ya hear me? Other 


than that a job done very well indeed, (TM) Newest Industry, Unit 100, 61 Wellfield Road, Carliff, CF4 
3DG, UK.. www.thenewestindusiry.com 


SENSES FAIL Letit Enfold You" cd intWagrand 

Another bunch of chaps jumping onthe same schoolbus as mostof the feckin bands on Scuzz: these days. 
Emo... ...,jesus, ifT hear anymore of this college rock, get the girl and kill the baddies I'll not be liable for 
the damage "ll inflict on the person nearest to me. I got about 4 of 5 Cds to review from Trev and 
unfortunately this is the 3" one of this kind I listened to in the last hour or so. Senses Fail, like most other 
emo bands, do a great job and play great melodies. But, rather like picball horses in Limerick, there's too 
many of them around. (But | suppose you never get emo bands shitting in the middle of the road, So that's 
where the simibirity ends!). IF you're always happy and like your music brightand cheerful get this, “Rum Is 
For Drinking Not For Burning”, “ChokeOn This” ard “Martini Kiss” are the tracks that shone for me. (LR) 
www. wugeune. con 


SERPENTS democdr 

Its kind of embarrassing or even pressurising to review a Serpents demo seeing as {have met or know all the 
members individually. Would the band be happy with my basic English trying to decipher what the creative 
entity known as Serpents is? Probably not but here goes all the same. Maybe I'd be better served trying to 
liken them to bands you lot reading might enjoy? Ha, that’s anon starter for sure. Do [really want to incu the 
wrath of Jamie Grimes? Harsh and harrowing, noisy ind discordant, heavy and experimental, aren't 
adjectives great! Itsa bleak world the Serpents operale in. Where you see cake they seeslit wrists, Just don't 
mention Swans, (TM) www,weareserpents. cjb. net 


‘SEVEN DAYS OF SAMSARA Mover Stop Attacking” ca (Harmless Records) 

Crust, grind, tech metal, hardcore, emo violence etc etc, Seven Days Of Samsara have the lot sewn up. Fast 
parts, breakdowns, rock solos, they're ontop of thaseas well. “Never Stop Attacking” brings together 3 
tracks fiom the “We Are AllAlready Dead” 7 inch puis songs from the splits with Destroyer, Since By Man, 
Alarso and Cobra Kai, “Forget Your Pain And Cut To The Refrain” and “You Elbow Me, | Elbow You" are 
Awesome. The switch from noodling to destroy mode instantaneously and devastating. Fancy a bunch of rock 
and punk tunes crustied and metalled up? Look no further. (TM) Rimbaud Records distro 

(www. rim baudrecords.com) ox www.hamnlessrecords.com 


SHULMAN M4 denocdr 

[can’t imagine there being much else to do in Castlctar than forma band or phy GAA. And sure wouldn't it 
have to be aheavy and angry band living in that neck of the woods, Sherman M4 don't disappoint in that 
sense. They play metal. They play hardcore. They merge both butare not metalcore. Itsmetal of the death and 
black variety topped with anadmiration for Sepulturano doubt. Its hardcore inthe Converge sense. Its all as 
heavy asa bag of donkey balls and the vocal trade offs ~ one screamed black metal, the other gruff growling 
death/ metalcore stuff works treat. 3 songs: “Gavrillo Princip", “Baby Liquor” and *Idio" all of varying 
length -the latter however being an overdrawn, long winded 12 minutes that [could have done without. (TM) 
www. shermanmd.com 


SMUTSYSTEM “Gra Warldd / Swarta Tankar” cd (Havoc) 

My lifelong love of Tomas Lindberg's early bands (the legendary Grotesque and of course At The Gates) has 
been soiled lately by some of his less than exciting dalliances with the likes of such muck as Disfear, The 
Great Deceiver and Lock Up. Skitsystem however, asyou probably know, havea special place in my grubby 
little heart for two reasons: 1) They fucking rule and 2) They are literally the only band in the world whose 
music mixes metal and punk properly, and illustrates just how alike these two great loves of mine are in some 
ways. Ifa crusty heard this they would say it soundedlike a heavier Anticimex. Ifa death metal kid heard it, 
he'd say they sound like a faster, simpler Nihilist. "Pain, Death, Hate” is Anticimex and Nihilist at the same 
time, Actually, the whole album is pretty much like Anticimex and Nihilist at the same time. This isa reissue 
of an old album that originally surfaced on Distortionrecords, home ofa million shitty D-Beat records -a tag 
Skitsystem are exempt ftom because - are you listening punks? - while they do use the Discharge beat all the 
way through thealbum, it's merely backing for the furious guitars, as opposed to the other way round, Buy 
this, ora Victims, Eramtid, Massgrave, Domsdod or Martyrdod record, and youll never be at a loss to 
understand how when inthe right hands, crust can bea beautiful thing. Just please, promise me you wont 
grow one of those stupid fiscking "Dublin Bit" things, unless you plan to accompany it by fucking off to squat 


in eastem Europe or something, so I don'thave to look at you, (JG) Havoc, Po Box 8585, Minneapolis, MN 
55408, USA. www. havocrex.com 


SICKOFIT ALL “Outtakes for the Outcast” cd (Fat Wrecl) 

My favourite hardcore band of all time, release a newrecord (albeit'a collection of b-sides and cover 
versions) so its gonna be great regardiess. And guess what? It is gieat. Cover-versions-of Sham 69, Misfits, 
Husker Du songs and b-sides that would have been stiong enough for the albums released around the time 
they were recorded. If you like aggressive music that varies in pace and heaviness and you haven't heard Sick 
of it All you should be shot. An album that’s not only for the completists but also for the new beginner. (TM) 
wrew fatwreck.com 


SICK OFIT ALL “Death To Tyrants” cd (Century Media} 

In this day and age there isn’t many bands who can hold their heads high after two decades on the go Sick of 
it Allareone such band though and while record label changes are and have been frequent, the attitude, spirit, 
determination and will of this band has never shifled one iota. They're top notch and you knows it. Now back 
with their ninth full length, “Death to Tyrants” showsa slight shift into a beeffer, heavier hardcore sound 
Opener “Take The Night Of pummels your head in classic Sick Of It All style, “Always War” knocks you 
for sic -a beefy number with Armand Majidis powerhouse drumming driving italong and “Leader” will tip 
your head clean off -a savage fast blast of ferocious hardcore in just over a minute. “Uprising Nation” is 
anthemic, its lyrics “Yes its right to feel indignation, stand up be heard, uprising nation!, Seize control from 
the undeserving, lets make our move, Uprising Nation!”, Its particularly moving and I get pooseflesh every 
time hear it. Right now though “Die Alone” ~ whichis pure Sick OF I All is my favourite song on the 
album with “Machete” - its hook and tempo change perfect for busting moves on the dance floor — coming, in 
aclose second. When it all ends, you'll hit the play button and thrash the alteady thrashed joint yet again 
Recent live set atthe Voodoo Lounge was unreal. The wise guys of hardcore are still setting the standards 
others are desperately trying to achieve. Now in their 20 year, New York hardcores favourite sons are a bona 
fide institution. The King is dead, long live the Kings of Hardcore. (TM) www.certturymediia.com 


SINCE BY MAN “A love Hate Relationship” cd (Revelation) 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin's five piece Since By Man remind me of a cleaner more rockier version of Converge 
“Goddamit Baby This fs Soul” isa fantastic song, Soaring vocals jostling for position with a combination of 
chugging and spiralling, riffs bouncing offeverything arranged around them. Four songs with a pretty similar 
approach ina mere 13 minutes but it’s the prefect length if you ask me, The booklet graphic design is 
tremendous. The effort put into it probably says a lot for this band, Fans of the bands “We Sing The Body 
Electric” album will by delighted with what the band has done here. (TM) Po Box 5232, Huntingion Beach, 
CA 92615-5232, USA. www revelationrecords.com 


SINENOMINE: The Machina is Malfunctioning” cd (Robot Winter! 
Ah, ye old emo-violence. A phrase oft forgotten in these days of "screamo" and “extremo” and “emo crust" or 
whatever GZ are using to describe bands on their posters this week. A flailing blend of downtuned discordant 


guitars, frantic thrashing, octave chords and the occasional twinkly indie bit or spoken breakdown, Throw ina 
line bit of Chef Ballou's special tech sauce and follow the recipe on Pg99 of the hardcore cookbook, Lying 
somewhere between the likes of Orchid/Neil Perry and the less death metal acts of the current Relapse roster, 
Sine Nomine leave me at a bit ofa quandry>They're one of those awkward bands who I know when I'm 
playing the cd I really really like. I mean, they're a good band, they write interesting songs (just check out 
“sad is the word or "when jesus met me" for proof that they honestly have indeed got it goin’ on) that work 
well and rock and everything... but as soon as the ed is over I've kind of forgotten what they sound like. This 
is instant fix music| reckon, to be consumed as needed when you've had a bad day or need some adrenalin, a 
record you will occasionally stick on just cos you realise you haven't heard it in a while and enjoy, but then 
neglect again for another 6 months. If you come to this record with that approach you'll love it, but I'm just. 
hot sure if it has the staying power. File in the "let's see what they do next" drawer for now, and check back in 
a few months again. (JG) www. robotwinter.com 


SLOMATICS “Hoodia The Weir” cd {self released) 

Formed by members of Cosmonaut and The Naut enter Slomatics, “Slo” being the word to put emphasis on, 
Everything is slow about this band. Slow burning rifls laden the intro “I Mean You Know Harm (Part 1]" and 
it never takes off from there, plodding along to the same doom infested rhythms from start to finish. The 
axeweilders know how to jam though, with some cool extra lead guitar work layered throughout which fills 
the pockets of airspace the incessant riffing and drumming don’t — see “The Technique”. The occasional 
vocals are shouted and screamed while drowning in the music, sorta like the approach Unsane use. The song 
“Celeste” is an Isis/Pelican type rock out and that stands out a mile for me. I found this a tough listen at home 
so dunno whether or not I'd like it ive. Only one way to find out I suppose, Some neat artwork courtesy of 
the talented mind of Scrawled Design rounds the complete package off. (TM) www. slomatics.com 


‘SHOWELOOD “The Human Tragedy” cd (Lawgiver/Super Fl 

These guys tore everyones head off at Warzone 2003. 1 hadn't heard of them before that and they really were 
a surprise and a real treat. They've been back to Ireland two times since and I've somehow managed to miss 
them on both times, Stupid of me I know, But sure shit happens. Snowblood ~ I wonder does the name come 
from the Slint ed cover the one where theres a guy face down in snow with blood pouring from his shot up 
body? Anyway the Slint thing arises from the quieter parts of Snowbloods sound — the louder parts more akin 
to Neurosis, It'sa fabulously constructed album, from the eerie intra / opening of “Diaspora”, followed by the 
heavy guitar chugging on “Kali”, the creepingly sparse opening bars of “Claim Nothing As 
which make way for some intense vocal screaming and stoner-esque guitars ~ before returning to the quiet 
intricate musicianship. Then, ifall that wasn't enough, you get a belt of the chilling “Augustine” and the epic 
“Cape Wrath” before the tra Escape Is Not Freedom” calls proceedings to a halt. Great stuff. (TM) PO 
Bor 17188, Edinburgh, EH 2WX. www lawgtverreconds.co.uk or http: go.to/superfi 


SNUFF CreatestHits” cd(10Pasti2) 

Snuff are absolute legends. Or LED-GINTS! As the good folk of knacker Limerick would say. From the early 
beginnings as a three piece, to calling it quits in 1991, to Guns N Wankers filling the void before Snuff 
reformed in 1994, to the addition of keyboards and trombone to the line up, the Snuff story has always been 
eventful. Of course they did also manage to write some cracking tunes along the way, some of which, namely 
“Not Listening”, “Somchow’, “Win Some, Lose Some” and “Keep The Beat” feature here. The 2"! cd houses 
some rare and unreleased recordings. Cover songs were a staple ingredient of the Snuff feast and songs such 
as “I Think We're Alone Now”, “Don't Fear The Reaper’, “I Can See Clearly Now", “Any Old Iron” and “I 
Will Survive” are on show. While its hard to keep a straight face during those songs, its impossible to do so as. 
they lash out “Oakey Cokey” from The Venue in New Cross, Priceless. Highlights of the 2nd cd though, falls 
undoubtedly to the songs “Walk” and “Caught In Session” from the “Long Ball To No One Ep”. Incidentally 
did you know Snuff have toured Japan seven times? Mad. Released on 10Past!2 Records for the UK and Fat 
Wreck Chords worldwide, these two eds for the price of one is staggering value and a timely reminder of the 
best melodic punk rock band the UK has produced aside from Leatherface. (TM) www, lOpast! 2records.com 


SOCIALDISTORTION Sex love and Rock’‘nBoll" (Mung Ful 

The hassles, anxieties, pressures, costs etcetera etcetera of doing a zine are sometimes worthwhile. Getting a 
Social Distortion record for free is certainly one of those precious times. Its no secret I’ma massive fan. Hell 
tead my column in this issue to see how I travelled to London amid threat of terrorist attack to finally see my 
beloved. (Okay so I'm exaggerating a little with the terrorist attack bit but c'mon it was only a few weeks 
after they happened!), Soa lot has gone down in the SD camp since they delivered the monumental “White 
Light White Heat White Trash” in 1996, most notably the passing of long serving member Dennis Danell. 
Notonly was Danella key part of the SD sound, he was also the closest friend to Mike Ness, a fact that leads 
to some inspirational moments on this record like the song "Don't Take Me For Granted" - penned just three 
days after Danells death. Paia, suffering, loss and bereavement all serve to be Ness’s motivation but the hope 
and sense of uplift he litters throughout the songs are his strongest points, His loss is our gain if you like. The 
songs are so strong, The lead off tracks “Reach For The Sky” and “Highway 101" (the latter with a chorus to 
die for) are immense, searing guitars cutting through the air while Ness bellows the sweetest vocals found in 
modern day punk rock. The olher songs are just as powerful and inspired, Ness is an absolute song writing 
gem. A punk poet. An absolute legend. The album closes with the colossal “Angels Wings” and you'll want 
to hear it all again so badly. 10 tracks and a bonus live version of “Mommys Little Monster for the European 
release only, [ts almost unreal to think that here they are 22 years after their formation and Social Distortion 
are still going and stronger than ever. Superb, (TM) www.kungfurecords.com 


FAHEAD “Pro Marital Predicament” cd (Boss Tuneage) 

Hmm Boss Tuneage. So! Sometimes its great stuff like Stokoe, TV Smith, Annalise, Reno 
Divorce, Pavers etc but then theres also the likes of Anal Beard, Lunasuit, Benny, Textbook and the like to 
turn you off, Sofahead unfortunately can be added to the miss list, Despite the fact that Lainey (Leatherface 
drummer) was a member, and the fact some of this band went on to form Rugrat / Bulltaco, who [ have at 
least one record by, I found nothing of interest on here. It just sounds so fuckin dated, Add to that the 
irritating girls voice and I nearly opted to carve me ears off rather than listen to it. Thankfully I went for the 
much less labour intensive and less messy option of just hitting the STOP! button. “This Town” is so ternbly 
bad, its just plain wrong, and that's only one song, you" ve another fuckin 29 around it seeing as this is two 
records (“What A Predicament” and “Pre Marital Yodelling (1127 Walnut Ave)) on one cd, You'd have to 
ask yourself who would want this aside from the band themselves and their families, Its high time someone 
hada few words with Aston from Boss Tuneage to work out the bizarre workings of that chaps mind. Who 
tells hima 30 track ed by Sofahead would be a good idea? (TM) www. bosstuneage.com 


SONIC BOOM SIX Sounds To Consume Champion tdition” cd [Moon Ska} 

Sweet shit. Who did | piss off to be subjected to this load of tripe? How come I get sent teenage ska shite that 
stirs up no interest in my musical tastes and be expected to review it without vomniting” Grating vocals, both 
male and female, like a form of ska rap (rolls eyes to heaven) and an overdose of horns or brass or whatever 
they call that shit, The main problem with this sound is that theres a dozen bands they sound like, with King 
Prawn being the most apparent comparison. Terrible shit. Embarrassing really, Does anyone over 20 listen to 
this drivel? (TM) www. moonskereurope com 


SPEAMBIRDS “Something to rove” c(Goss Tuneaged 

It doesn't seem like 15 years since Spermbirds played Dublin. [ remember being involved and feeling slightly 
concerned that my parents wouldn't be impressed. I was no punk rock rebel, you sce my folks supported me 
in all that I was involved in. That support was wide ranging, be it football boots to play football, food for my 
dinner ora typewriter for my fanzine. Rewind a few years previously and my mate Alan played "My God 
Rides a skateboard”, Alan introduced me to the wonders of Big Black, Husker Du and ‘some band that 
features members of Rites of Spring, Embrace and Minor Threat (later to be known as Fugazi) The album 
Alan had was ‘Something To Prove’ and I marveled at lines like “It's important everybody contribut 
anyone can help turn the page, and that's the best thing about punk rock, anyone can et on the stage” I 
didn’t buy the album though, I just didn’t like the name. And then they wanted to come here We said we'd 
help out and organised to put them on in Barnstormers in Capel street. The venue was packed and the night 
was my first viewing of crowd surfing in Barnstormers (remember the venue held 180 people and had a 12” 
stage). The singer, Lee, was an American stationed in Germany with the US military. He subsequently left 
the military but not Germany and traveled with this band. Strangely enough I've no strong recollection of 
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him being questioned too much on his military activity UNTIL he left. It could be my brain cells though as it 
was a long time ago. The Spermbirds released a second album and both are compiled on this cd. Listening to 
it brings me back 15 years but most of the songs have stood the test of time. If you like 80's sounding 
hardcore with a rock twinge and haven't heard the Spermbirds then check this out. (NMcG) 

www. bosstuneage.com 


‘STAND UP GUY Tn Fixation, Cot d Mistortion Project Records} 

Following two hugely impressive demos / eps / whatever you want to call them, Stand Up Guy tackle the all 
important full length with their collective tails up following some good press and reaction to their product. 
Brandishing a moody brooding atmospheric post rock meets metal aural offensive they've drawn comparisons 
to Isis, Neurosis and Will Haven - easy / lazy comparisons I’ll agree but viable ones none the less, “Fra 
Diavalo!” opens. A massive song, Highlighting the bands ability. Play this one loud and it sounds all the 
better. “The Constant Gossip Of The Workplace” is another massive song. Passionate and heartfelt vocals 
being pushed to the limit among chugging doom low end and soaring Deftones esque riffs. When they get it 
right, its fantastic. Sometimes though they get lazy and something undeveloped like “Pinstripe” or “The 
Controlling Interest” occurs, songs that could do with some trimming, especially the parts that turn into long 
winded and boring instrumental segments, Overall though a strong effort and worth checking out if you're a 
fan on any of the aforementioned bands. (TM) www. stand-upguy.com / www. distortionprojectrecords.com 


‘ST.CATHERINES “The art of arrogance” cd (Yo-Yo Records) 

Saint Catherines shout at the top of their lungs about things that are important to them. These themes include 
how we should endeavour to buy locally, support indies, how friends are the most important things in life and 
that drinking and changing the world for the better. My drink of choice is maybe soft but I'll go along wi 
my water if it means we can obtain some of the achievements the St. Catherines are yelling about. The music 
to accompany the Montreal Quebec outfits vocals is fast and tuneful. no NOFX but there are tunes in 
there, not wholly unlike the excellent Latterman who toured Ireland recently, Mucho recommended. (NMcG) 
www.yoyorecords.de 


STOKOE “The Experiment Has Been A Complete and Utter Failure” cd (Rookie Records) 

Stokoe feature none other than Dickie Hammond, the man responsible for the amazing guitars found on a 
many a classic Leatherface tune off years gone by. Funny thing is at the time of doing this review I heard 
Dickie was back in the Leatherface fold, writing new tunes and practising the old ones for forthcoming live 
shows. Which is amazing news. But back to this project. Dickie is on fire, His guitar work is sublime. 
Particularly on “A Sort of Homecoming”, Gem Smith handles the lead vocals — a mighty fine job she does as 
well, with Dickie joining in on backing vocals for the chorus and pre chorus like he does on openers “9 
Storeys High” and “More Magic Than Logic”, Dickie tackles full vocals on “Handstand” and it turns out 
brilliant, His whiskey and fags induced gravel voice , gruff but melodic, whipping up a clatter like Frankie 
Stubbs vocals but a tad clearer pethaps. Stubbs in fact is credited with an appearance on the closing track 
“Sweet Suburbia", and if that's him the that's Frankie Stubbs on backing vocals throughout the whole album 
if you ask me. The links to Leatherface should have fans of the band swallowing this whole especially the 
guitar work. A timely reminder of Dickie Hammonds talents and boy am I thoroughly excited by what might 
happen when the new/newly reformed Leatherface get going. (TM) www. rookierecords.net 


STRUNG OUT “Exile In Oblivion” cd (Fat Wreckd 

Having heard Strung Out's last couple of albums but having never been blown away by them I greeted this 
record with a distinct lack of enthusiasm. However I was slightly proved wrong. But only slightly mind. For 
those not in the know, Strung Out batter out a sound that’s heavy on technical metal complimenting punk of 
the pop/rock variety, Think influences/sounds akin to AFI, Metallica, Bad Religion and Strike Anywhere and 
you're somewhere there. The lead guitar work throughout is something savage altogether, while the lyrics and 
booklet are suitably dark to meet the bands image. Overall the record starts to lose itself a handful of tracks 
form the end (or maybe I lost it?), with the final track being terrible, sounding like a work in progress or b/c 
grade material. However songs such as “Katatonia” and “Anna Lee” are fine pieces of work and the band 
deserve a giant pat on the back for these alone. One to please existing fans and draw newer ones in. (TM) 
www fatwreck.com 


SUFFOCATE FASTER “Only Time Will Tell” cd (Mung Fu 

Seeing Kung Fu is the label this cd was released on, you'd be forgiven for thinking a belt of So Cal punk rock 
was coming your way. Two seconds in and all preconceptions are blown out of the water as some chugging 
riffs blurt out of the speakers closely followed by some of the must guttural of vocal styles commonly found 
in the death metal/metalcore genres. Anger, hate, lies, disgust and straight edge make up the lyrical content of 
the 10 songs on here. As an album as. whole its ultimately pretty flat and theres many better bands doing the 
same sound and thing out there. Still wondering how and why this came out on Kung Fu. Bandwagon 
jumping on the labels part perhaps? (TM) www. kungfurecords.com 


‘SUMMER DISEASE demo cdr 

Summer Disease is a Galway band who've been on the go for about a year and house ex-Fuktifino and current 
The Boy You Hit [s Dead members in their ranks. Four songs here on their first offering and I'm kind of ata 
loss for comparisons other than the Deftones. A totally raw garage punk rock version of the Deftones mind as 
the sound on “Me Too Drugs” showcases. The other three tracks vary the pace and volume, a slight stoner 
vibe hidden beneath a flurry of throat ripping blood curdling screams (“Sudden Fucker”) and squealing 
guitars and riffage (“Somebody Owns Me"). All packaged up with some decent artwork, lyrics and a free 
‘Summer Disease badge. Sur what more would you want. (TM) www.myspace.com/summer_disease 


TALUBANNED demo cir 

Reading song titles as famously humourous as “Bus Number 30”, “Women and Children Burn Brighter” 
“Seventeen Virgins For The Martyrs”, on the back of this cdr you'd be forgiving for thinking this was a 
Lawnmower Deth style joke band from Galway. Thankfully, the joke stops at the song titles (and occasional 
dressing up in headgear etc for live shows) and the music contained within turns out to be some ripping 
hardcore thrash ala WHN? or DS-13 save for the instrumental Jackbeast type rock out “New Orleans Jazz 
Floor”, Theres some fantastically growled vocals scattered throughout which I thought sounded great. Well 
worth getting your grubby little paws on. “What is the problem with Michael Jackson?" indeed, (TM) 
evenmorepunkthanyou@yahoo.com or www.myspace.com thetallibanned 


TENPAS TSEVEN “Shut Up Your Face” cd (Out OnA Limb) 

On their demo cd 10Past7 waved their Certificate in Post Rock, Without barely studying they had struck gold. 
From out of nowhere (the bogs of Kerry) and inspired by folklore tales of Def Leppard rockin the Atlantic 
Ballroom in Ballybunion, they moved to Cork, saw something they liked in the instrumental bands doing the 
rounds in Cork and Iteland as a whole and decided to shift their three farmers arses into gear and reproduce 
what they witnessed while adding a touch of their own magic. It worked fantastically. They rocked hard, Here 
on the full length 7:10 have torn up that Cert, thrown all their eggs into the one basket and gone straight for 
their Post Rock Masters, before completing their Degree. At times theres a case for the old running before 
they can walk argument. [ mean theres no doubting the lads can play but for me sometimes they overindulge - 
parts of “No Bother” make me dizzy and { would have liked to see some more straight up rock bashed out. 
Theres some amazingly loveable riffs on here though and as an album as a whole it's a must hear, What I'm 
trying to say though s more rock less cock perhaps. But rather than read this as a negative view I guess it 
speaks volumes about the bands ideas and ambition and long term they'll be bashing out Post Rock at Masters 
level with ease Right now, 10Past7 are a far differem band to the three loonies from Kerry I first saw when 
they were thrashing about the stage of The High Stool. Something tells me that next time out I'll be looking 
and listening to something completely different again. And more power to them for it. Great album title and 
an interesting booklet to boot. Get this, help save the Bog Walrus then go see them rock it live. (TM) 

www oulonalimbrecords.com 


TEXTHOOK “Smoke Em If YouGot tm” cd (Boss Tuneage) 

‘Textbook sound like they could be thoroughly nice guys. And by guys, I really mean Dave Lysien, who 
assembles a multiple cast of players to back him up on this so-so indie pop punk effort. Dave has probably 
never offended anyone in his life, if this album is anything to go by. It's all mid-tempo, four-four, slightly 


overdriven, adequate enough verses and sing along choruses, They probably want you to learn the 
unremarkable lyrics and sing along also. He's clearly a J Mascis fan and throws in those lazy J style 

guitar solos all over the place. But he's not J Mascis and this is definitely not Dinosaur Jr. Recording quality 
leaves a lot to be desired also, Remarkably unremarkable, (GL) www.bosstuneage.com 


THE AGGROLITES “s/t cd (Helical) 

This is deadly. A bunch of white boys playing reggae that wouldn’t have been out on place in Kingston, 
Jamaica circa 1967, paying tribute to bands such as Toots & The Mayals, The Ethiopians and The Wailers, 
Normally [ wouldn't buy such music but with its strong and varied mix of sing-a-longs (“Mr. Misery” and | 
“Countryman Fiddle”) and instrumentals (“Thunder Fist" and “Death At Ten Paces”) in its 19 tracks this will 
definitely get alot more plays due. The hammond organ rules and the vocal performance is amazing. In fact I 
still can’t get over the fact these guys are white. I could see Mickey from The Frecbooters playing this in his 
Kingston Sounds club in Limerick and all the Polish club goers dancing their legs off to it — if they weren't 
too busy eating Limericks swans population of course! They’ ve toured with bands as diverse as Madness to 
Rancid to The Selecter to Floggin Molly and that’s great to see them branching out trying to grab a varied 
audiences attention. Great album to lob on the stereo as you potter around the house. (TM) www.hell-cat.com 
THE ASSAILANT demo cd 

A swift, screaming kick to the nuts on this teeny tiny little 3" cd demo from this new Seattle band. Grunge 
this ain't. Welding the whirlwind violence of someone like Brutal Truth to the rasping structure of the more 
traditional likes of Zann or Love Lost But Not Forgotten, we get a brief but enjoyable set of tunes that will 
definitely wet your tight pants and make you shake your immaculately gelled hair but will also have you 
waving your fist and tearing the sleeves off your studded army jacket. Kinda reminds me of a crazier Phoenix 
Bodies at times, which is no bad thing at all. Split LP with the Great Redneck Hope on the way, on the 
Electric Human Project, so expect to hear a lot about these soon, (JG) www.theassailant.com 


THE ASSASSINATORS demo tape 2006 

The Assassinators is a Danish band that feature Irelands (and Roscommons) own Cormy Sheehan (of 
Scientific Bong and Nerdlinger fame) on bass guitar, Recorded in January 2006, this 6 song demo tape busts 
out some good straightforward punk rock with little frills but plenty of spirit, energy and melody. The female 
vocalist, Stine, sure sounds like Cinder Block from Tilt, and while I wouldn't be a big Tilt fan, she manages 
to suit the music perfectly well here. The production is ofa high standard which is critical when you're 
dealing in tuneful vocals and catchy music, The lyrics are in Danish, but the inlay card reveals that the issues 
covered range from asylum and immigration under racist Danish law, the devastation of war, the Zapatista 
struggle, consumerism, isolation and “love and its absence in this fucked-up world”. Theres copies of this for 
sale in Ireland so track one down. (TM) theassassinators@hotmail.com 


THE AQUABATS! “ChargelT cd (Mitra) 

Man did [ expect this to be awful, Crap name and comedy goofball looking cover photos usually add up to 
just one thing ~ a ridiculous attempt to forge punk rock with humour, But you know, on the odd occasion it 
works and this is one of those occasions. Merging sounds firmly rooted in bands such as The Offspring, 
Misfits, Talking Heads, Bloodhound Gang, Atom and His Package, Dead Kennedys and System Of A Down, 
you can see Aquabats offers up an assorted sack of sounds. I guess it’s the fact that the band focuses more on 
the music than the humour that makes this a decent listen, Foot tappers like “Stuck In A Movie”, “Hot 
Summer Nights (Wont Last Forever)” and “Meltdown” stand out. While I wont be rushing out to buy more 
Aquabats recorded material, I certainly wont be throwing this away either, (TM) www.nitrorecords.com 


THE BEAUTIFUL MISTAKE “This Is Who You Are” cd (Sore Point! 

Hey kids, wanna be in your own emo-band? C’mon guys, it’s real easy, anyone can do it, Just get yourself 
some Glassjaw records. It is also advisable to acquire a Sunny Day Real Estate album (it’s all about 
credentials guys)...Google it if you don't know what I'm on about! Right, now you need some guitar effects - 
a phaser, a wah and a delay pedal should do for starts, Don’t try and use these in a clever way or anything, 
just copy Glassjaw and you'll do alright. Now get yourself a singer who's every second word is “I” or "Feel 
‘The more nasally the voice the better. Write yourself some tunes. Verses should have all your guitar effects 
going at once, with your two guitarists playing counterpoint melodies (it's clever and musical this is a good 
thing). Big sing along choruses are essential. Now, change tempos between verse and chorus (hint - the 
chorus has got to be slowed down, otherwise you might lose the “emotion”. If you have followed these 
guidelines closely, congratulations, you are more then likely The Beautiful Mistake - cliched, uninspired emo- 
pop-rock tripe! (GL) www.sorepointrecords.com 


THE BLED “Pass The Flask" cd [Sore Point 

Pure Genius! I've nearly worn this CD away with the amount of times I've listened to it. When Trev brought 
it to my attention that these guys thank Toni & Guy on the inlay card I thought “mmmmmmm? Could be a 
load of muck!". Pass The Flask has to be one of favourite Cds for 2005. 100% pure aggression from 
beginning to end, with absolutely no rest bite. Technical, tight, slow, fast, beat downs, waltz, samba it’s allin 
here. The album kicks off with “Red Wedding” and leaves your head spinning in awe at the expertise and 
wanting more, and more is what you get for the entire recording, “Ruth Buzzi Better Watch Her Back” & 
“Spitshine Sonata” show just how diverse The Bled can be, The Bled are definitely onsite and are laying the 
foundations for what will surely be an impressive music career, Fuckin’ Loved It! Echoes of Earth Crisis and 
Hatebreed. (LR) www. sorepointrecords.com 


THE BOY YOU HITIS DEAD “s/t demo cdr 

Is that the longest moniker in current Irish DIY music fields? Imagine the size your head would have to be if 
The Boy You Hit Is Dead sold headbands! Featuring ex members of Fuktifino, Bastard Youth and others 
amongst their ranks Galway based TBYHID pummel a brand of metalcore that allows space for all things 
rock: be it of the post, stoner or even hard variety. Full marks must go out to the band for also trying to 
incorporate a groove and rhythm into the songs as opposed to just baiting the stuif out or trying to be as fast 
or as loud as possible. Aside from some jerky transitions and some almost nu-metal riffarama this recording is 
of a high standard both production and song writing wise, And while this took a few listens to get, I'm 
hopeful that means I'll go back for further listens over the course of the next while or until they release 
something new. I’ve only seen them live once, maybe not in the best circumstances seeing it was a 5 or 6 
band bill, but I actually prefer this recording. Looking forward to seeing them again soon though seeing as 
I'm familiar with the songs now. (And whadda ya know, ., saw them live there in March and fuck they were 
great!) (TM) theboyyouhitisdead @yahoo.co.uk 


THE BRIEFS “Sex Objects” cu [BYO) 

Lets keep this brief shall we! Boom boom! Seattles, The Briefs, play fast-paced, energetic, snotty punk rock 
with a heavy dose of sleaze. They're obnoxious but ina good way. Influenced by Ramones, The Damned and 
Buzzcocks, they could be straight out of the punk scene circa 1977 to 1979. Add in a heavy Adverts and 
Weirdos obsession, anthemic choruses and a ball of energy and you're home and dry. The dyed hair, safety 
pins, shirt and skinny tie look and 3 of the 4 members having those oh-so-cool punk band member names 
Steve E, Nix, Lance Romance and Chris Brief and you top off pretty decent package, Short and sharp. They 
way it should be. (TM) www.byorecords.com 


THE DANGERFIELOS "Born To Rock” cd (Rock WRoll Records) 

The hardest working band in Ireland, finally get roud to releasing their debut full length after a slew of 7 
inches and eps, Screaming from the speakers comes opener “Voodoo Doll”, thrashing its way through almost 
2 minutes of crashing drums and squealing guitars. Its quickly followed by “Twilight Zone” and “Wolf Man’, 
(the howling wolf sample at the end being fuckin hilarious) before one of the finest moments of the album , 
“Motorgit!", sears through the air with its clever lyrics and dazzling verses, “Nightmare” and “Bear Mtn 
Road” break land speed records before “Rock Club” the closest The Dangerfields have ever come to a pop 
punk rock moment shines like a bastard collaboration of the lads themselves, The Offspring, AC/DC and Van 
Halen. However its back into the garage for another dollop of thrashing punk rock after that as they rattle out 
seven quick fire blasts while dashing headlong towards the end albums finale “The Grudge” The 
Dangerfields wear their favourite bands and influences like AC/DC, Zeke, Motorhead etc., on the body of 
their sleeveless denim jackets. They pass no apologies for this and thus no bones are made about it either 
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‘They just want to rock And boy they do. The production is out of this world, 'venever heard the band sound 
sodamn sharp. When it comes to high voltage hi octane short blasts of garage punk fury The Dangerfields are 
going to take some beating, Punk as fuck, rock n roll motherfuckers, (TM) Po Bor 1.343, Belfast BTS 4HX, 
N.Ireland, www. thedangerfields.com 


‘THE EMABLAS / BEDFORD FALLS - Jinch Mewest industry] 

More Bruce Springsteen meets Social Distortion / Husker Du brilliance from The Enablers. A teally good 
band with some great songs. I'm still pissed they didn’t make it to Ireland the time they had scheduled few 
years back. Here they alternate pace with one fast and one slow song. Brilliant stuif. On the flip side Bedford 
Falls, have been touted as Cardiff's answer to Jawbox and The Weakerthans and featuring members of The 
Take. I'd go along with those comparisons and their two offerings are pretty decent as well. The 7 inchis 
limited to 500 copies, so get in there fast if you fancy a copy. (TM) www thenewestindustry.com 


THE EVENS “s/('cd @ischord) 

Solan McKaye from Fugazi has teamed up with Amy F: from the Warmers and started a new band The 
Evens. [t’sa basic 2 piece drums and guitars set up and they are asking usto Isten. I saw hem liveand was 
‘very impressed. Ian McKaye has a good pedigree for obvious reasons and thisis a stripped down version of 
‘what he has done in the past. It shows that he continues to evolve, the resulting evolution is a retum to basics, 
Good songs, neat structures anda chance to for you to sing alongto lines like “the police will not behave, the 
Police will not be excused”, Get it. (NMcG) Dischond 3819 Beecher Street NW, Washington DC 20007, USA 
www. dischordcom 


THE EXPLOSION Black Tago" cd (Virgin) 

‘Wow for Boston natives, the vocalist of The Explosion sure sounds like Manic Street Preachers James Dean 
Bradfield quitea bit - especially on “Deliver Us", Welsh accents aside (and I'm not knocking Welsh accents!) 
“Black Tape” turns out to be a great melodic punk rock workout, sweet choruses, anthemic chanting and sing 
along moments galore. An eclectic mix of Manic Street Preachers (“Filthy Inssne” and “Hollywood Sign”) , 
H120, AC/DC (you gotta hear the stomp of "| Know” and the guitir work of “We All Fall Dawn” to witness 
this comparison) and Social Distortion, The Explosion have the perfect blend that many are looking for and 
that many never find. Hell even RTE or TV3 used them on programme adverts recently. Its such a shame they 
‘seem to be supporting so many lame bands on the live circuit, Ona side note tthe bio claims the lads took 
their advance from Virgin and used the money to set up their own Tarantula Records which in turn releases 
records by Explosion side project The Tonsils and vinyl for The Bronx, The Distillers, Darker My Love and 
‘The Lot Six. That’s cool. Ifits true of course — oh Trev you're such a cynical bastard! (TM) 
www.theexplosionnet 


THEFATCATS “Deadbeat cd{tdPast2 records} 

Sweet jesus is this fucking well irritating. Loads of brass and a whole 50s swing vibe... kinda like Royal 
Crown Reve but with elements of that whole mish mash of various ska/reggae/dancehall styles that King, 
Prawn do. It was painful to have to listen to this once. I’m not gonna subject myself to thattorture again 
(IM) www. Opast!2records.com 


THERUMENTS “What's Next?" ced Household Name Records) 

English punk rock witha political message, The Filaments sound likea Rancid and crew. with an Oi feel at 
times. The album gets quite infectious after a while with sax dancing around Fuck-your-Govermernt lytics. 
Nice speedy punk songs played tight, I’m getting to like this aftera while. Some people are going, to love this 
stuff though—T'd give it the thumbs up, But at the end of the day this stuff tires mea bit. But that’s just down 
toa matter of personal taste!... not saying this stuff is bad or anything. [f your into Household Name Records 
stuff. go for it!'ma 625, Prank, Flt Earth recs man myself. . I listen to Nick Cave and fall into hours after 
hours of listening to 60's psychand Acid Mothers Temple records!. So WTF do I know about this! Good 
drinkin music though. (ES) Household Name Records, Po Bor 12186, London, SW9 6FE, UK. 

www. householdnamerecords.co.uk 


THEFREEROOTERS “Smell the Boot" demo cdr 

If the band haven't already given you a copy of this (ahem! Cough cough!!) you can downlad it for free from 
their website complete withartwork andl, (That's what I had todo!!!) And toy is it worth the effort. With 
members hailing from all over Ireland and with each holding a punk rock Phd following previous experience 
in the likes of The Poke, Control, Nappytash, Bleeding Rectum, The Dagda toname but a few, you just know 
theres gonna be quality on here. Recorded at Balls of Iron, the four songs on offer feature avatiety of styles 
associated with punk rock. “Robocop is Innocent” has a reggae/ sta vibe going on while “Sunday Morning,” 
hasa football terrace anthem structure. The assortment of vocals is enthralling and the whistling on 
“Southside” is a master stroke. IfT was looking for comparisons with bands close to home I'd point in the 
direction of Paranoid Visions and Runnin’ Riot. Imagine, getting music as good asthis for free. The kids have 
gone mad. Lock yourself in the basement! Two things to listen out foron the demo. 1) someone going for a 
piss 2) what sounds likea D'Unbelievables “Dats Right!” sample in "Southside" Priceless (TM) 
www.thefreebooters;com 


THEGETUP KIDS ‘Live atGranada Theatre” cd (Wagrant) 

The Get Up Kids, ifyou didn't know peddle melodic pop infected emo rock and have beendoing so for the 
past 1Oyears. This release however signals the end of the band. Recorded in their home town of Kansas City 
at the Granada Theatre venue fans are treated to 18 songs spanning the bands decade in existence and the 5 
full length records they delivered in that time. I've owned 2 of those 5 records and not surprisingly it’s the 
first 2 they released that I own - 1997's “Four Minute Mile” and 1999's “Something to Write Home About”. 
Live albums are for major fans, not passive fans or slight interested / curious heads like myself. As regards 
theactual “live” sound, its just too good, which would make me question how “live” itactually is. TheGet 
Up Kids are probably responsible for a lot of the emo tripe that’s knocking about these days and maybe 
ultimately that’s a little part of the reason behind their disbanding. (TM) www.nagrartt.com 


THEGHOSTWOO0 PROJECT democdr 

Fist off, the recording quality of this should have been much better foran instruméntat band: Its pivotal to-the 
bands sound seeing as the don’t use the old mouthpiece to convey lyrics; themes and ideas, Ghostwood offer 
3 pieces. All very much in a Sonic Youth vein but with the kind of guitar workfound littered thoughouw ~~ 
Kerbdogs “On The Turn” album. I'm disappointed. I enjoyed them a lot more when I saw thé play live. (FM) 
www. myspace. com/the ghostwoodproject st ae 


THEGO FASTER NUNS “Under Neon Light” cd (60 Kart : ie 
What a fucking odd bag. You'd think a mix of The Who, Black Flag, Adam and The Ants, Millencolin, PIL 

and Devo would be something to get excited about perhaps. Sadly not, In fact if { had my way I'd have. 
introduced this ed to the business end of a sledgehammer long ago, rather than wasting my time: 
through it and trying to writea review. Yo!, Go Faster Nuns, take your comical yelping vocals.ahd irritating 
“beatpunk” back to Bamberg, Germany and shove it deep into your rectum, where it belongs Wil otherpiles 


of shit. Thanks, (TM) Go Kart Europe, Po Box 120750, 68058 Mannheim, Germany. www.gokartrécords.com ~ ao 


THEINDEPENDENTS Full Moon Arise” cd (Fastmusic) 

These guys were once managed by Joey Ramone and deal in anthemic horror punk with ska and psychobilly 
undertones, This EP features five songs witha definite Misfits edge and a neat multimedia presentation. The 
artwork rocks too, Pick it up! (AG) www fasimusic. cont 


THEKILUNG SPREE “s/t” Tinch (Rimbaud Records} 

Belfast 3 piece bringing the angular noise rock ala Shellac {t's as tight as a camels arse in a sandstorm with 
all 3 members pulling their weight in contribution to the sound. Three tracks, "Not Your Choicgt, “The Urge 
to Purge” and the rather oddly named “You Cant Kick A Good Dog When Youre Dead" Thetera Limerick 
connection too with the Tinch coming out on Rimbaud Records and the actual weeaiNing having been recorded 
by Balls Of Iron Studios, Creatively hand printed cover and all copies are individually numbered - I've got 
no, 10 by the way, A 7 inch that’s an absolute necessity to add to your collection of Irish DIY music, Sadly 
The Killing Spree are no more. (TM) www. rin baudreconds.com 
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‘THE MING BLUES “Under The Fog" cd Household Mame) 

New band for me and a nice discovery it was too. The King Blues doa whole Billy Bragg, Against Me, 
Blaggers ITA and even UB40 thing with acoustic guitars, electrics and even a ukulele which rulcs, It’s a mish 
mash of folk, punk, ska, rocksteady, doo wop and more. The stripped down acoustic songs allow plenty of 
room for the audience to join in when they play live no doubt and they've taken their live show from squats to 
art clubs singing their protest tales of the strect, and airing their political opinions, Founding member Jonny 
Fox (aka Itch) is also a member of hip hop and grime crew London Urban Collective and hes joined by Jamie 
Jaz on guitar and vocals, Fruithag (aka Dancing Mike) on guitar, vocals and keyboards and the rather under 
named Jon on bass, ona record which also sees Robin Guy, who has worked with The Business and Bruce 
Dickinson, feature, It’s a multi genre sound and should attract people from various scenes to come together 
with the same admiration for the band. Listened to this a good bit at work and it made work all the more 
bearable on the shitty days. They’ ve been cutting their teeth playing gigs with Tim Barry from Avail, This 
Bike Is A Pipe Bomb and Latterman to date, and I'm sure this will stand to them. I predict a rosy future for 
this band. (TM) www. householdnamerecords.co.uk 


THELAST CALL fun |s Fun” democdr 

‘The Last Call hail from Cork and formed last year ‘cos they were “bored”, They used to be called Kerosene 
years ago -a band I remember from my early trips to Cork for gigs in An Phoenix and such. I remember them 
being awful in fact. The Last Call, thankfully, are much better, but are far from being a slick act, with most of 
the 5 songs on show sounding somewhat underdeveloped, In fact they're in desperate need ofa few more 
ideas and time changes to liven up the straightforwardness of the riff, vocals, same drum beat approach. "Big 
Bad Know It All” for instance, basically repeats the songs title over and over a speedy punk metal racket from 
start to finish. Live the band area totally different prospect with vocalist Sully - who looks like hes about 14 
‘years of age - coming off like a mini Iggy Pop and being a top notch performer, frontman, comedian and 
entertainer, Back tothe studio recording and “Dogwaking” is the best song on offer and hopefullly the band 
can follow the line this song lays down, The demo is worth a listen but definitely go check them out live. (The 
band gave mea few lines of info and asked if I'd include the following in the review so here goes: “We're 
influenced by Johnny Ramone, Iggy Pop, Tracy Pew and Keith Moon and we think Rest are boring!"). (TM) 
40 Delwood Grove, Skehard Road, Mahon, Cork, thelastcall26@hotmail.com 


THELETTERS ORGANIZE Dead Rhythm Machine” cd {Mitral 

Imagine a more screamo crazy version of Refused. Now add in a dose of AC/DC. Pile on the power tiffs, 
staccato fretwork and start stop thythms, Bind it all together with a panic button annihilating sense of alarm 
and you almost arrive at the swirling world of The Letters Organize. Following hot on the heels of their In At 
‘The Deep End release, “The Cure”, the boys hop, skipped and jumped ship over to Nitro Records to begin 
destroying practice rooms and recording studios assembling this eclectic mix of sonic terrorism. The 
outcome? A truly devastating tornado of songs strewn forth with enough vitriol to gamer classic hardcore 
meets math rock n roll descriptions. This record is so good I'll forgive them the terrible band name and even 
more terrible artwork. Play loud. Trash the joint. (TM) www.nitrorecords.com 


THELOST PATROL BAND “s/t cd Gurning Heart! 

‘The Lost Patrol, what was pretty much a solo project of former Refused vocalist Dennis Lyxzen, has now 
grown into a full group called The Lost Patrol Band, With that, the sound has changed drastically. Gone are 
theacoustic ditties littered thoughout previous album “Songs About Running Away” and introduced are 
some uptempo punk edged rock songs paying homage to the likes of Elvis Costello, Buzzcocks, The Ramones 
and The Beat. It certainly draws comparisons to Lyxzens other band, The (International) Noise Conspiracy, 
especially on the song “Hangin On”, which could easily have been written and preformed by T(I)NC. Its quite 
a short album as it clocks inat under the half hour mark, but if you fancy hearing a bunch of love songs, 
delivered with a rock swagger from years gone by then this is for you Incidentally the band features Andre 
Sandstrom formerly of DS-13 on drums. (TM) www.burninghear.com 


THEMILWAUKEES “Ange! WithA Knife" cd (Boss Tuneage) 

Ifyou despise emo/indie rock stay well clear of this but fans of said genres will wank themselves silly 
Borrowing ever so slightly fiom bands such as Texas Is The Reason, Husker Du, Sensefield and Gameface, 
The Milwaukees deliver great songs, The variation of pace and delivery is a joy to behold, a band as 
comfortable with tremendously powerful emotional rockers such as the title track, “Angel With A Knife”, as 
they are with slow stripped down acoustic workouts ala “When They Attack”. Two of the songs featured here, 
“Angel With A Knife” and “Lighthouse Signals” are taken from their “This Is A Stick Up” record, while the 
other 3 songs are previously unreleased. Quite amusing to read inthe linear notes that “Angel With A Knife” 
(which truly is a great song) was written from the result of the band trying to cover “Wrapped Around Your 
Finger" by The Police. (TM) www. bosstuneage.com 


THE MOVEMENT evolutionary Sympathies™ cd (estiny) 

Up beat mod rock akin to the The Jam meets intelligent pop rock ala The Style Council with the whale Weller 
voice going on and almost running this bands sound into complete rip off territory. However, early one 
Saturday morning I stuck this record on the stereo, put on the wireless headphones and proceeded about my 
business (... making/eating breakfast and reading the paper etc.) and thoroughly enjoyed the album from start 
to finish. The handclaps on a couple of the tunes are so sweet The accompanying booklet is littered with mod 
symbols such as that blue and red circle design, vespas, Rickenbacker guitars and sharp suits, so really the 
band are setting their stall out before you even hear a single note. I think they hail from Denmark, but the 


label giving me the press release in German wasn't such a hot idea boys. (TM) Destiny, Waldermarsir. 33, 
10999 Berlin, Germany. www.dlestiny-tourbooking.com 


THENEW FLESH demo 2004 

Ifyou were intrigued by me rambling on about AIR CONDITIONING in the last issue you'll definitely need 
to investigate this mob, who are possibly even more noisctastic. I dont think bands like this are going to be to 
everyone's taste by any means, but I'm sitting back listening to their brand of Pussy Galore-meets- 
Brainbombs-meets-the-worst-acid-known-to-humanity (non)music at an obscene volume in my headphones 
and it sounds good to me. Well, okay, maybe "good" isn't the word, but the wall of noise approach these 


fuckers employ grabs you by the throat and screams right into your face, pummeling, the shit out of you all the 


way. Swans on 45? Cherubs recorded in a toilet? Total Vohime destruction? All these things and more. 
bably the Orly band you'll hear who-make the Load Records posse sound like easy listening. Flipper fans, 


pa this out Fight: now. (JG) wwwiangelfire.com: pro thenewglesh 
¢ \ 


THENOTHING demo 2004 
Antiving in vsleeve decorated only with the letters TN and a bat, The Nothing have decided they don't need 
song titles so forgive me in advance for not being able to tell you which songs are my favourites. Featuring 
Jamie Farrell, formetly of Labrat (not to be confused with our own Jamie Farrell of Skinny Wolves/Cap Fas 
famexGr Jamie Farrell of ginger hair and glasses fame who was in my brother's class in school) on vocals, 
Nothing doa nice linen Greepy metallic vampire loving hardcore that honestly strikes me at times as a 
t a the h fing and mosh action of pre “Jane Doe" Converge and the dirty, primitive 
Thivea sneaking suspicion that this band might have someone from Send 
More Paramedics involved as well, because some of these tunes are a little too close to what SMP. might 
sound like ifthey were a little meaner and meatier. [ also havea sneaking suspicion that along with November 
Coming Fite and SMP, the UK might be developing a nasty littke horrorcore scene. particularly as all 3 are 
now signed to In At The Deep End. One can only hope these bands will keep their feet on the ground unlike 
their US counterparts and not let the image completely swamp of the music. Anyway, The Nothing are 
enjoyable here, and I reckon they be awesome live as well. The dead are among us And they scem to have a 
knaek for writing quality metallic hardcore. (JG) www snatthedeependrecords.com 


THEONCE OVER TWICE “Special Moments to Detonate Themselves” cd (In At The Deep End) 

Think Fugazi, think éarly ATQEihink Hot Water Music, think Bluetip! It’s all angular guitars, prickly 
dynamics and Mackay hollering on this, the Plymouth fout-pieces debut! Granted it's somewhat clumsy at 
times, veers a little too close to emo-pop in others and will probably sound dated in a couple of years, but 
overall this is a fairly decent collection of post-punk tunes! Having said that, now that I’ve given it the once 
over, I seriously doubt 1'll be going back twice, (GL) www inatthedeependrecords.co.uk 
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‘THE PHOENIX FOUNDATION “We Need To Make Some Chan| cd (Mewset Industry) 

Finlands The Phoenix Foundation release consistently good records. They’re not amazingly great records or 
destined to be classics, but highly enjoyable and very listenable records no less. If you're not familiar with the 
band then let me tell you they cross the legendary sounds of Husker Du with Social Distortion and have an 
abundance of driving guitars in their sound which should have lots of you out there salivating uncontrollably. 
‘The quality of the title track, “We Need To Make Some Changes”, stands out from the other songs although 
“Seeds” runs ina close second, The final track “Long Time Ago” — which tries a stab at some acoustic ballad 
type stuff is quite horrendous and sounds like something written by Robin Hood and his band of Merry Men. 
Stick to the rockers fads! The black, white and grey design and layout of the booklet By Monk Dave (of 
Fracture zine fame) is glorious in its simplicity. (TM) Newest Industry, Unit 100, 61 Wellfield Road, Cardiff, 
CF24 3DG, UK. www.thenewestindustry.com 


THE PLOT TO BLOW UP THE EIFFEL TOWER ‘Love In The Fascist Brothel” cd (Revelation) 

Anew band for me and probably for most of you too. Noisy, rocky, messy, chaotic and all over the shop at 
times. Hell, its almost 5 songs in before you can tap your toe along to some kind of beat and groove. But after 
a few listens it becamestrangely hypnotic and { got into it big time. “Lipstick $S” is pure Sweep The Leg 
Johnny complete with the brass but God only knows what the album title and related artwork is all about. 
Quite a short listen but entertaining and enjoyable all the same. Live, they should be some spectacle and an 
experience in its own right. (TM) Revelation Records, Po Box 5232, Huntington Beach, CA 92615-5232,USA 
www. revelationrecords.com 


I was sad when SHANK called it a day in the early part of 2004, However guitarist Jamie resurfaces here in 
this new band. Opening with a sample of the tv report of John F Kennedy's assassination it's not long before a 
flurry of blastbeats and that familiar downtuned riffing cut through. For the opening couple of seconds you 
could be forgiven for thinking this is SHANK pt 2, but there's less emphasis on blasting here and more on 
straight ahead Boston Styled hardcore, albeit an updated (ie heavier) version times whereby at times the 
approach reminds me of when Urarus covered "Pressure". The vocals are deeper than Shank as well, which 
means you can occasionally make out what sounds like actual lyrics. What they're on about, [ have no idea. 
Definitely one to check out if you liked Shank for fans of more traditional, less grind/thrash based stuffas 
well, Hell, I could even imagine kids into shit like Terror digging this, it's muscular enough for the 
kickboxers.7* out now. (JG) www. burialrecords.net 


THERITES ‘Wish Your Never Knew? cdl (Coalition) 

This is theshit. 8 songs 11 minutes, Blistering hardcore played by some pissed as hell angry Americans 
Nothing new or original but well fuckin delivered with a bundle of energy. Man, these fellas are so nasty, 
“Fuck Your Drama”, “Paid for in Blood”, “No More I'm Sorrys” and the charming “Pissing On Your Grave” 
says it all. Top Notch hardcore. (TM) Coalition, Newtonstraat 212, 2562 KW Den Hag, The Netherlands. 
www.coalition-records com 


‘THE ROBOCOP KRAUSS ‘Who Do They Think They Are?” (Epitaph) 

[remember walking into the dirty bogs in the High Stool in Limerick a few years ago and seeing Robocop 
Kraus changing into matching silver shirts before they went onstage to rock the Stools foundations, Now 
they're on Epitaph having maybe changed into the silver shirts in bogs the world over and hence serving their 
apprenticeship and catching they eye and ear finally. Here on this Ep, they still rock but they’ ve added a 
whole electronic and pop side to their sound that they either didn't have before or I simply didn't pick up on. 
‘Two songs from the new album, an unreleased song, a live rendition and a cd-rom video. Talking Heads 
meets At The Drive Invia Joy Division anyone? (TM) www.epitaph.com 


THE ROBOCOP KRAUS “They Think TheyAre” cd (Epitaph) 

Following hot on the heels of the “Who Do They Think They Are?” cdep, goofball Germans, The Robocop 
Kraus, release their debut full length for Epitaph. Fucking influences as diverse as The Cure, Talking Heads, 
Joy Division, At the Drive In, The Mars Volta into one big disco funk, dance punk, indie melting pot —a 
brilliant new wave meets post punk sound emerges. A real breath of fresh air. And a sound not commonly 
found in the Epitaph stable. With imposing keyboards, strong vocals and a groovy rhythm you could bust 
rious moves to this on the dance floor, especially to the dance rock beat of “In Fact You're Just, 

ind “All The Good Men”. The lyrics can be bizarre, see “I saw people dancing with their seatbelts 
on, they were making love with their helmets on” from You Don't Need A Doctor”. After reviewing a pile 
of pop punk piss cds this came as a huge fresh breath. (TM) www. epitaph.com 


THE SHOCKER “Up YourAss Tray—The Full Length” cd (Go Mart) 

A five piece punk band from Los Angeles who just happen to feature former L7 guitarist Jennifer Finch 
Being a big L7 fan, [ wasn't sure what to expect from The Shocker. I was a little disappointed on first listen 
but when I got into it, they're pretty rocking. Shouty, catchy Ramones-influenced punk rock. They also drift 
into L7 territory on a couple of songs (“Pop Narcotic” and My life as a plumber”), which is no bad thing, 
They also get respect for a cover of Bodycount's “Bodycount”, Good head! (CF) www.gokartrecords.de 


THE SNIES COLUDE"S/t cdep self released 

Picked this up after seeing them live in the Lower Deck in Dublin, The amount of expensive locking 
equipment they had that night was unreal - a frame for the drumkit, a huge keyboard and peddles and amps 
galore. Luckily its notall for showas they can actually use it. Its clear to see that the most dominant influence 
on The Skies Collide is obviously Isis. Which is fine, if they take the Isis blueprint, push the boat out and 
develop their own sound, Unfortunately I'd argue that they don’t try to do this enough and instead they kinda 
go “look at us, we sound like Isis!” or “look at us, we can do Isis!". They had immense power though which 
they also manage to capture on this recording which was great to hear. The next move for them, in my 
opinion is to dump all their Isis records and memorabilia (and al Isis related and sounding bands records and 
memorabilia) in a hole in the back garden and set fire to it all. Then go out, find some records from all genres 
and steal, .[ mean.,. borrow...ideas from them to beat the band and push the boundaries of the sound they 
have right now. (TM) www.theskiescollide.com 


‘THE START “Initiation” cd (Nitro) 

Vocalist Aimee Echo lends her girlish trill to this utterly soulless new wave/punk/hardcore outfit that also 
features a bucketload of effects pedals, and exactly three riffs, It’s the keyboard and the gong samples that 
make them a little bit new wave, alittle bit goth-with-pep, a little bit cut-yourself, and it's the over-long songs 
and the absence of real variety that inspire my own echo of *You call this music?’ and ‘How do you tell one 
song from another?’ and remind me of my da complaining about Black Sabbath. There are some good things 
on here, most of all Aimee’s rather lively and versatile voice, but [ was bored by the fourth track. Actually, I 
was bored by the time! realised the first track had gone on well past the two minutes it merited, but I had to 
write this review, so Icouldn’t bail on it that soon. Some choice quotes from the lyrics insert: “You were 
right, you were bigger than me/and I no longer see the sun, you have eclipsed it... you're retrograde like 
planets/slipping backwards...” from the track ‘A Thousand Years’, which is one of the more listenable if you 
can block out the lyrics, and my personal favourite, “A heart can only break so muctVbefore it has to bleed/I 
want to split myself open and bleed it out for you..." Fair enough. (JR) www nitrorecords.com 


THE STEAM PIG “Bastard Ugly Everything” cd Uacintas Offshore Holdings) 

12 tracks over three quarters of an hour should have people scratching the heads asking is this The Steam Pig” 
And sure wouldn't The Steam Pig themselves tell you that's exactly what they want, Sure, the no nonsense 
three minute punk rock is occasional now as opposed to being the formula for every song on the earlier stulf 
But isn’t that a good thing? Isnt that progression? You want the three minute stuff non stop? Then listen to the 
old stuff. You want to be challenged? You want to hear something a little bit different” You want to hear 
what the Steam Pig have up their sleeves and in their arsenal? You want to hear what else they can do other 
than three minute punk blasts? Then check this fucker out, “Bastard Ugly Everything” sees The Steam Pig, 
follow on from the previous experimentation of “Potshots" but adds in a few harder moments to great effect. 
Take a blast of “I Fear The Head”, which will have them pogo-ing out of the Pyramids with its Middle 
Eastern guitar, Take a lash of some classic Steam Pig on “The Noble Art of Human Sacrifice” - its duel 
vocals racing along to music incorporating classic Motorhead speed. Dig the superb Megadeth-esque section 


in “Glendoo Boghead”. Rejoice in the glorious hardcore movements of “Man Overboard”, Hail Satan and 
pump devil homs to the sky while thrashing about to “War of the Slugs” ~ a really good song that centres 
itself around a great little chorus and some guitar chugging/wanking. Most of all, grab yourself a copy of the 
album and delight yourself in the sneering social commentary The Steam Pig serves up on Irish life. The 
Greatest Hits record isn't far way. (TM) Po Bor 7674, Dublin 1, Ireland, www. thesteampig.com 


‘THE SUICIDE MACHINES “War Profiteering [s Killing Us Al (Side One Dummy) 

I know a previous Suicide Machines cd - “Battle Hymns” - is.in there somewhere in my record collection 
currently housed/in storage in oversized lunchbox looking containers in my parents attic in Limerick and if 
memory serves me correctly it houses some decent'tunes. That’s why it hasn't been sold or thrown out 
obviously. The Machines have probably released 2 or 3 or so albums since then sceing as this is their 6% 
album, but I couldn't tell you what they've achieved havihg heard nothing since. This record is pretty decent 
though. For starters you gotta turn the volume up to 11 for the first song on this album. The way its comes 
roaring from the speakers is amazing, Hardcore wow! After that hold onto your hat for the ska tinged punk 
rock and hardcore ride. Don't worry cos you've seen the word “ska”. Theresa only a few quick doses and it’s 
the kind of ska that doesn’t annoys, Plus they don’t put the ska in every song which I'd give the thumbs up 
too. Almost all of the songs clock in between 1¥% to 2 ¥ mjnutes, which again is something I whole heartedly 
endorse. The lyrics are honest, intelligent and educational political and social commentary as you'd expect 
from an album with a name as bold as “War Profiteering Is Killing Us All”, Certainly a lot of similarities with 
Anti Flag, both musically and lyrically and being an Anti Flag fan I'm more than happy with that. Yep I like 
this, (TM) www. sideonedummy.com 


THE WARMERS “Wanted more” cd (Dischord) 

What can you do in 12 minutes and 3 seconds, Think about it? If you can listen to music whilst doing it then 
you could put on these 6 songs. Originally recorded in 1996 and mixed 7 years later this finally saw its 
release this year (2004), The Warmers are a 3 piece from Washington DC and feature members that take up a 
fair bit of the DC punk scene family tree. This has its own Gang of Four short sharp song feel and is a recipe 
that L always like. [ listened and I wanted more, after all 12 minutes is such a short time. (NMcG) Dischord 
3819 Beecher Street NW, Washington DC 20007, USA. www.dischord.com 


THE WATER REFERENCE The Church Grypt™ cdr 

‘The Water Reference hail from Cork and have some ex-Ten Point Rule and current Rest members in their 
ranks, The sound carries hints of both those bands but with a huge Time In Malta, Snapcase and even Refused 
influence loaded in, Big vocals ~ some shouted, others sang - surrounded by even bigger riffs - some bone 
crunching, others intricate and delicate ~ combine to form such good songs that it belittles the fact the band 
were around for a mere 6 months, While all 5 songs carry their own individual merits, “Sons of Rain” and 
“You're Doing Great, Kid" stand out as two real belters. Good to see the lyrics printed in the inlay as well and 
they're well above average in the intelligence stakes of this genre of music. The eps title comes from one of 
the two locations the band recorded in, a church crypt, The other being the drummers kitchen, Fuck, how 
good is this, Fuckin bowled me right over thats for sure. Such a pity this band have split up already. Imagine 
what they could have produced a year down the line, (TM) www. thewaterreference.com 


READ PULLS “Summer Songs” cd (Ninepoint Records) 

5 song ep from Dublin based Thread Pulls who also boast an appearance at the All Tomorrows Parties festival 
in the UK under their belts, The first song “Summer” takes about 3 minutes to get going then ends abruptly 
after some brief vocals, while the second track is some recorded fuckin around. The totally brilliant “Nearly 
There” emerges, all throbbing basslines, steady drumming and guitar noodling, remarkably held together with 
disjointed lazy vocals. The final two tracks see the band go back to the recorded fuckin around. And I guess 
that’s why they call it art rock, Look forward to hearing more. (TM) www.9-pt.com 


TIGER ARMY “Il; Ghost Tigers Rise” cd (Hellcat) 

Rockabilly, generally isn’t my thing, but all greasy quiffs aside [ thoroughly enjoyed this album. That’s 
probably down to the huge Misfits and AFI traits in the Tiger Army. Add into that influences from The 
Damned to The Cure and the whole dark imagery and it's a formula that intrigues me. “Rose of the Devils 
Garden” is one you can snap/click your fingers along to while “The Long Road” sees Hank Williams catcha 
piggyback ride on Morrissey, all twangy country guitars and heartfelt vocals. “Wander Alone” however is 
fantastic and the pick of a highly decent bunch of rockabilly songs that might have you howling at the moon. 
Aside from the music, this album carries a tale of its own. Tiger Army drummer, Fred Hell, got shot 4 times 
in 2003 during a burglary at a house he was staying in and so serious was his condition that he couldn’t play 
on this album, So drum tech Mike Fasano ~ who had worked on both previous TA recordings - filled in on the 
stool. Tiger Atmys music is a form of punk rock alright. Just a different sound than the usual sound a 
description like punk rock would throw up. And I like it for that alone, (TM) www. hell-cat.com 


TIME AGAIM “The Stories Are True” cd (Hellcat) 

Time Again are Rancid Mark I. From the snotty vocals to the tattoos and pork pie hats, the story telling lyrics 
and the catchy choruses. In fact if Time Again knew they could fool you into thinking it was actually them 
that wrote “And Out Come The Wolves” then they probably would. One thing they have going for them 
above all other Rancid impersonators is that they actually have the songs to match Rancid. “Broken Bodies", 
“Cold Concrete”, “Kenny” and “Streetwalker” are four top tunes. I guess playing with the likes of Social 
Distortion, Circle Jerks, TSOL, The Adolescents and more has an affect 0 you and your punk rock song 
writing. 13 driving anthems in under half and hour. So Rancid influenced though. Hell, Tim Armstrong is 
even on the album. It all reminds me of the whole Pennywise = Bad Religion Mark II saga, which probably 
means Time Again will go onto carve outa successful career for themselves. (TM) www.hell-cat.com 


TODO ‘Purity Pledge” cd (Southern) 

Fancy a band that incorporates the manoeuvres of sonic terrorists such as FudgeTunnel, Sonic Youth, Iron 
Monkey, Mudhoney, Neurosis, Melvins and Brujeria? Then Todds your band. Talk about a mixed bag. Todd 
try to incorporate it all, be it stoner, punk, rock or metal. One minute they're purveyors of doomy sludge, the 
next you're hit with blasts of hyper speed insanity. Its dirty, distorted, messy and ugly — the band seem to be 
fond of letting the drums and bass maintain a rhythm while the guitars fuck off in all manner of directions 
whilst drowning in feedback. The vocal styles too, take a bit from every genre from clean shouts to deathly 
grunts and growls, While its nothing spectacular as a collection of songs, its a strange little album in that 
some days I think it rules while other days I think its shite. The incessant riff of “Butlers Portion” and the 
hypnotic “Sedan” seem to stand out every listen. The artwork is fuckin terrible though. (TM) Southern 
Records, Po Box 59, London, N22 1AR, England. www.southem.net 


TRAGEDY ‘To The Dogs / The Lure” 7 Inch (Tragedy Records} 

Portland, Oregens Tragedy sure get a lot of coverage in all the different zines worldwide. With good reason 
too as frankly they play some fantastic crusty metal / hardcore punk rock. Think this is a limited tour Tinch 
and { picked this up when they played to a jammers Fred Zepplins one Monday night which now seems like 
aeons ago, Haven't heard much from them since actually, (TM) www.feralward.com 


TRANSMISSION O “O° cd (Go Kart) 

The release of this debut record from Transmisson 0 (that's Zero I think!) sees the label normally associated 
with catchy punk rock - Go Kart Records - branching out their sound. Names such as Cult of Luna, Neurosis, 
Breach and Isis have been dropped and bandied about to describe what to expect here. A tall order indeed but 
sadly for them, those bands ate in and around Premiership standard while Transmission 0 languish in the old 
Fourth Division, Devoid of anything remotely fresh and inventive, this bored me to tears, We've heard the 
clean vocals versus shouted vocals a million times before and as for quite versus loud. .c’mon give me a 
break. That scene is saturated! An Irish band such as Rest kicks this bunch of muppets sorry arses big time 
(TM) www: gokartrecords.de 


TRAILS demo cdr 
New band for me here. Trails hail from Wicklow and play post-rock with the basic guitar, bass and drums set 
up. 3 songs housing almost a half hour of music with enough variation to keep the listener entertained. “Tall 
Trees” sees a quiet opening, the music easing in from behind a distorted voice sample before changing in 
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volume and pace untilit artives at its destination, The drumming is quite nifly, especially towards the end of 
the song. "Freezing Lakes” sees some wonderful thrashing about of guitars and machine gun drumming and 
the final song “Trains Dentiled"’s moment comes about 7 minutes into the 11, where the instruments go 
crazy, peddles get hammered on and amps emit fuzz before some Sonic Youth inspired improvisation clears 
the air and steadies the ship again. (TM) www.trailsmuisc. com 


‘THEEPHOAT “Enchanted Forest ca (Springman Records) 

I don't know shit about these five mentalists but that’s cool, It’s about the tunes, right? I like this. It's stuff, 
sloppy bedroom rock with some new wave keyboards for effect. didn’t like it first but it grew onme. Songs 
that I dig are “The only artist you'll ever be is a sandwich artist “(no, I don'thave the foggiest what that’s 
about), “Jesus would play this show for free” and “ It takes talent to scream into a microphone” (Semple lyric: 
“‘but let me tell you something, all you real musicians, we didn’t learn to suck overnight"), Minus points for 
track 9 “cause it sounds like “Brewing up a Storm” by The Stunning, Oh yeah, I liked“ Nice to meet you"” 
too, (CF) www.treephort.com 


TREMORS s/t celr 

Tremors is a side-side project by Serpents/Bullets member and Jick Osbourne lookalike Andy Fogarty. 
‘guess this is what they call drone. Sounds like a form of film soundscape to me. The sound ofa foggy night in 
ahoror movie or something, although the third track “Frozen InStone” would involve a ship, maybe a 
shipwreck and some sort of sea creature. More fool me for paying Fogarty for this and its big 10 inch 
cardboard DIY sleeve. Should have been the other way around. Sure to appear onthe forthcoming Now 
“That's What [Call Drone 64. (TM) ceremonialdeath@gmail,con 


TRIBUTE TO NOTHING “How many time: 


wo live” cd (Destiny Records) 


This is the 5" studio album from Tribute to Nothing and they doseem to have been going forever. | remember 
seeing them supporting Pitchshifter back in the day. Their soundhas evolveda lot since — less clunky 
hardcore, more of that melodic Hot Water Music / Quicksand sound, Two ofthe stand outtracks for me are 
“Maybe I'm Waiting” and “Finding My Feet". Track 12 sounds like Fightstar though. (CF) www.des#iny— 
tourbooking.com 


‘Tsunami Bomb area female fronted punk rock four piece. For some songs, they seema bit typicalof your 
usual Kung Fw Fat Wreck band but for some songs, they have an edge that’s lacking in your usual 
background noise, bland, pop-punk band. Songs that jumped outat me were: ‘Dawn on a Funeral Day’, 
which has some Finch-style background shouting that's really cool, ‘Four Robots and an Evil Scientist’ is fast 
and furious with cool, dualing vocals for the chorus from vocalist M (Mary? Maggie? I don’t fucking know!), 
the NOFX-like ‘Negative One to Ten’ and album closer ‘Jigsaw’, Not a bad album, though it'd beniccto 
hear M screaming her guts out now and then. (CF) wew.kungfiuriconds.com 


‘TUBERS “s/t” (Bakery Outlet) 

Tubers area three piece band from St. Augustine, Florida, comprised of members of Twelve Hour Tuin and 
“The South, who recently played Dublin bas part of a brief stopover in [reland. "ve heard them compared to 
DC bands suchas Rites of Spring, Dag Nasty and Gray Matter but I think The Wipers comparison tings 
through the most. They remind me of Haymarket Rict and Check Engine big time I guess it’s the whole 
angular guitar approach, And awkward vocal as well. Yep, its heivy on spiky guitars and uncomfortable 
melodies and they get bashed out with the spirit and quickness of youth like tomorow isn't coming, This is 
no big rock production, its stripped down guitar, bass, drums, vocals... I'm hedging my bets that they could 
set up in your kitchen and play and they probably would love to do so. “Sounds Outside”, “You Will Lose 
‘Your Looks To A Bottle” and "Poor Me” are all brilliant songs. Lenjoyed theit recent liveset at Bohs bar but 
T'menjoying the record a lot more. Really worth hearing. (TM) www.bakeryoutletrecords.com 


TUSK: Tree af Ne return” Mortugal 

Tusk apparently have some sort of connection to Pelican, which means very litle lo me as the few bits and 
pieces I've heard by Pelican have left me cold. This band apparently predates Pelican as well, with both co- 
existing as best as can be. Weird. Iff was in Tusk I wouldn't bother with Pelican, cos this is far more exciting. 
Hang on, [ feel a ridiculous subgenre coming on.,.here it comes..." Psychedelic Grind" anyone? These guys 
have got it going on inno uncertain terms, witha strange mixture of grindcore, hydra head style ponderous 
riffage, and various psych influences and weird electronics/effect: added aver the top. The overall effect puts 
me in mind of some sort of weird combination of Today is The Day and Fantomas/ Daughters at their most 
sutreal There's some truly odd vocals that go back and forth between shrieking violence and weird nasal 
Crooning that sounds like Brian Eno after a few shots of whiskey I've read this is a concept album, which 
might explain the oddness of the lyrics. Cheekily though, this only has 5 songs and is under a half-an hour , so 
you'd be forgiven for feeling a bit ripped off by paying full price for this. UNTIL you realise there's also 
three full live sets for you to play on your computer, And hey, it's short enough to stick ona tape oredr with 
some Every Kid Loves a Clown for those times when you feel like having your head completely melted 
Works for me. I'd like to see more bands playing with their sound like this. (JG) www Jortugarecordings.com 


TVSMITH “Misinformation Qveriead cd (Boss Tuneage) 

Hmm, have to hold my hands up here and admit to always thinking TV Smith were an Oi or streetpunk band 
for some reason of another. Of course not actually ever bothering to check oul their music to confirm so was a. 
stupid move on my part, made all the more stupid after giving thit record few spins and realised how great 
the band are. § or 6listens in and if someone asked me what they sound like I'd enthusiastically exclaim 
‘imagine if Leatherface or Social Distortion were forced to write songs with the pop sensibility, structure and 
brilliance of the Lightning Seeds"... and that’s exactly what it sounds like... itsounds FUCKIN GREATI. 
“Good Times Are Back” kicks things off, A fitting song title witha huge chorus. Other songs of note, “Not In 
My Name" and “Small Rewards", see TV sounding like lan Brody or Bruce Springsteen with a punky edge 


“More Than This” runs the path oft nun by Leather face while the instrumerits on “Ghost of Westminster are=——~these. sam | 


inspiring. Two more great songs, “Right Hands Rise” and “Ark of Surburbia” call -halt to proceedings 
you'll just want to play it all over again. | know I did, Let that bea lesson to me,’ never judge a book | 


Cover! (TM) PO Bor 74, Sandy, Bedfordshire, SG19 2WB, UK. www bosstunage.com 


UMBRELLA/EWERY KIO LOVES A CLOWH: split Ip (Crucificados) Fe 
Another excellent release on the Crucificados label here, surely the finest hardcore label in Europe right now. 
Asusual, great packaging -this is a rather fancy Picture Disc showcasing twocompletely insane Ametican_ 
bands. No! mean it for once, these people are quite probably insane. Let's start with Umbrella, who are , 
(relatively speaking) the more straightforward of the two here. Offering up a side of nerve destroying, 
technical grind (without a bass player of course, just to make it sound even harsher), Umbrella are the kind of° 
band that would give Dillinger Escape Plan an aneurysm, Completely all over the place tempo shifls, crazed: 
drumming, and the two guitarists ping, pong your head backwardsand forwards between them with the kind 
of fretboard wanking that makes you think your old Leaving Cert algebra exam paper could well be the 
equivalent of hardcore pornography to them Brilliant, if completely and utterly baffling, Now, flip over for 
the mind fuck of the century, Every Kid Loves A Clown, ex members of Index for Potential Suicide ard the 
Avengings Disco Godfathers of Soul ("Yay!" says meand my mate henry, "what the fuck” goes everyone 
else). really have no idea how to explain this to you, Imagine, and eally stretching it, if tn/Hurmanity 
and Rorschach decided to get together with Yamatsuka Eye to cover Mr Bungle’s "Disco Volante” Half way 
through, Godflesh shows up in a bad mood and all hell breaks loose before they all yet together and decide to 
have a dance party While on acid, With Jim Thirlwell from Foetus djing, Tol you this was going to be 
difficul This isa band where manga samples and circus music get rammed head first into crushing ardcore 
and headache inducing dirge rock, before cheery keyboards arrive to sooth all This could be the mst insane 
configuration yet from the people behind two of the most insane kands I've ever heard Music for md — 
Scientists, horror film fans and people who suffer from flashbacks [ really wanted to interview this lot for this 
issue, to try and find out what the fuck they're at, but the more [ listened to this the less L know where to even 
start with the questions, Truly unlike any other band out there. Not for the faint of heart or weak of mind, but 
fuck me, it's a hell of a ride So Every Kid Loves a Clown emergeas the winners here but Umbrella put up a 
mean fight (JG) www.crucificados.de 


cchangge over the last few 
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UMBRELLA/GIGANTIC BAAIN split1Q"(Crucificades) 

Oh look, here come Umbrella again. Oh fuck, Run to the hills, they've got Gigantic Brain with them. Yes, 
Stefan over at Crucificados is truly spoiling us with these releases. It's as if he watched "Scanners" one night 
and suddenly realised it would be really cool if his records made peoples’ heads explode just like in the film. 
Hence, two Umbrella releases. As with the tracks on the Every Kid split, these tunes are expertly calculated to 
tip through you with maximum visceral impact while still managing to disable your cortex via some 
stultifying shotgun guitar work. Look, I'm scared of Umbrella. They erase a little part of my brain every time I 
listen to them. And speaking of brains. .Gigantic Brain pull outa crazed selection of drum machine driven 
digital space grind, adding an unnecessary Agoraphobic Nosebleed cover that's actually the weakest thing on 
here. My first time hearing this mob, but I shall have to investigate more. Now if you'll excuse me, I think I 
need to lic down. (JG) www.crucificados.de 


UNCLEBRIAN “Ail The Ge: 
Here we go again with another pile of junk off the Golf/Household Name conveyor belt, These guys are 
certainly old enough to know better than this cynical attempt at punk rock if you can call a joyless UK version 
of Bowling For Soup of Wheatus punk rock. Every song seems to be clawing at a different demographic in a 
desperate stab at success and popularity, Horrible, depressing crap. (AG) www.golfrecords.co, uk 


UNDEROATH “Theyre Only Chasing Safety” (coln 

When I got my hands on this Cd thought to myself“not another Emo band!”. I was pleasantly surprised with 
what [ heard. They've managed to get it just right well for me anyway. “I Don't Feel Very 
Receptive Today” just gives you the low-down on what Under Oathare capable of. Their music is full of 
clever song structures, tight instrumentation and punch-laden tracks that are guaranteed to lift the ceiling. 
Other ball grabbing songs such as “Young & Aspiring” and “The Impact of Reason” just nudge Under Oath 
out into pole position in this Emo Grand Prix, Liked It! (LR) www. golfrecords.co.1uk 


UNISON “Resignation Speaks: | Will Be A Corpse” cd (Ha-ko Bastards! 

Unison are probably the most well known band to emerge from the Serbian and Balkan hardcore and punk 
scene in recent years. Playing a brand of experimental hardcore its easy to spot their early 90s hardcore sound 
influence that bands such as Damnation A.D. and Unbroken made their names for. The first track “Exhume” 
is schizophrenic. Its slow to start, gathers pace quickly, turns into a mass pile on of gang vocals and galloping 
drums, before reverting to aslow quict section and finally exploding again for a finish. It also writes ina 
drum and bass only segment, where cymbals crash and guitars are free to roam in all manner of angles. More 
bands should do this! ! Other brilliant songs are “Matricide”, which goes for the throat and “Sleepers” which is 
riddled with passionately screamed over the top vocals and sounds all the better for it. The records final track 
“Rusty Spoon", shows Unison at their most experimental side. Stripped down instrumentation meanders away 
while the vocals repeat lyrics before climaxing yet instantaneously making way for some art rock keyboard 
action. Brilliantly done and such an inspired way to end the album. With all the changes of pace and volume 
they'll certainly be extremely interesting live and with an impending 10 inch coming out on Rimbaud Records 
I'm sure the next step is forthem to come over and playa few days here in Ireland, Look forward to it, it 
should be quitea show. (TM) www.hakobastards.com /www.rimbaudrecords.com 


‘UNITED BIBLE STUDIES “Airs of Sun a Stone” cdr Deserted Willage) 

Recorded live in St Johns Church, Limerick, “Airs of Sun & Stone” sees a different version of UBS emerge. 
Phy ing asa simple guitars, percussion and harp four picce it’s a really laid back affair that differs greatly 
from the usual UBS live show. Some of it is beautiful. Some of it is over indulgent mumbo jumbo. The whole 
recording seems about two years in length, so one to put on while reading the Sunday paper. Limited to 150 
copies, thenumbered hand assembled covers and string, candle wax and burnt ice pop stick packaging is 
something else. (TM) www.desertedvillage.com 


‘UNITED BIBLE STUDIES “The Shore That Fears The Sea’ cu (Deserted Village) 

“The Shore That Fears the Sea” on busy Dublin label Deserted Village, is United Bible Studies first proper cd 
following a slew of cdr releases. And as you would and should expect from this release its more atmospheric 
‘creations from the UBS troupe albeit with an added element of Irish folk and trad. The album opens with 
“Rivers Rotting In The Earth” the eetie reciting of lines over a creeping soundtrack which after some minimal 
use of guitar and drums makes way for some acoustic guitar and an assortment of instruments and works quite 
brilliantly over its 6 minutes plus. The next song “Helical Rising” comes out like a court jester and his banjo 
tale telling before the following song “Columba's Song” sees the banjo replaced by guitar for more of the 
same. The ghostly cello and supernatural voice on “Watching The Rain Reshape Galway” is sublime and then 
‘you realise theres still another five songs to enjoy after that. The atmosphere United Bible Studies capture is 
delightful and I found this album works best in a dark room at night time while lying in bed. Definitely want 
tosce them live again and more often. I wonder if I turned up with my dried peas ina washing up bottle 
‘would they let me join in? Something incredibly spooky about the cover photograph though. (TM) 

www. desertedvillage.com 


UNSANE “Blood Aun’ cd (Relapse) 

Ifyou like loud nasty guttural pounding noisy rock and you don’t know who Unsane is, you're a loser. Ifyou 
missed them live inlreland a while back you're already dead, Whether you've been good, bad or indeed 
indifferent Unsane will punish you. It's their trademark Unsane sound. Why fix it when its certainly not 
broke? Legends. (TM) www.relapse.com 


USELESS 10 ‘Redemption’ cd {Mung Ful 

Never liked Useless ID, This ed doesn’t absolutely nothing to change that. Sure its well played Bad 

Religion/Green Day meets Blink 18/Sum 41 melodic pop punk but its so fuckin safe and music by numbers 

its sickening, Recorded by Bill Stevenson at The Blasting Room. Mr. Stevenson is making a mint from all 
ing bands. Repeating the production job over and aver and laughing his fat ass off to the 

bank no doubt. (TM) wwe: ku gir eCoPdE Cote 


: —————— 3 
usnGUeiNtCAS “Twenty Bucks and TwoBtack Les" cditetcau| 


« Muck:'Arbsolyte Muck. I think it's supposed to be oi! But it’s not,its muck. Stupid songs, with stupid lyrics 


about stupid things. As anyone Who knows me will'tell ya I Jove me aul!’ oi! But this means absolutely 
nothing to'me, i not’ catehy of sbigalang, theres not one song about football on it and it sounds more like 
Biohazard than The Upstarts or The Rejects. (M) www. hell-cat.comt 


(Boss Tuneage) 

fellas. from a tiand called Unbalanced contacted Ben Deily (founding 
met, asked him to their pig - which he loved -got him onstage and 

sf time in years. Together with producer Bob Spector they rattled together 
nine songs of sub grunge, sub rock, sub pop goodness paying homage to the likes of The Replacements, Big, 
Star, Beach Boys and Fountains of Wayne. Deilys shaky but swect as sugar voice swoons in and out, while 
cymbals crash around him adding a superbly awkward beauty to the songs. A highly enjoyable collection of 
tunes to be enjoyed at any time of the day or night, I've played this so many times I know the songs inside out 
already: Theresa 10-inch coloused vinyl version of thi cord as well with a bonus remix of “Miles of 
Ocean”, (TM) www.bosituneage.com 


VITAMIN X “Bad Trip” cd Havoc} 
‘mafraid [have only ong,Vitamin X record -a 7" on Commitment froma few years ago which I love. Some 
Years for Yitdmin X then! Faster marelaggressive songs, catcher in a more hardcore 
vein —so it's a record that defo feels at home on Havoc records. Fits in beautifully between a session of Hero 
Dishonest and dose of DS-1. The straightedge element isn’t as noticeable as a few years ago, but Vitamin X 
seem to have grownas a band listening to this, Fucking great album is all { can really say! 24 or so minutes of 
good powerful, stomping hardcore with powerful as hell vocals. Get this ~ a classic band that are just getting 
better. (ES) www. havocrex.com 


MUSIC & DVD-REVIEWS 

A THIS COMP IS CALLED: cdr 

Assembled by Gary Sloan (currently of Oak, ex-Knifed and ex-Kabinboy etc,,) and selling for a mere 2 euro 
(p+p included) this is a decent document of what kinds of musical styles can or could be found in the Irish 
DIY scene of the past2 to 3 years. Featuring, in order of appearance: Knifed, The Naut, Moutpiece, Serpents, 
Fuktifino, The Poke, Backhanders, Forgot to Follow, Lynched, Bullets, The Killing Spree, Large Mound, 
Puget Sound, My Remorse, Soldiers Take Half, Langdon Beck, Kid Blunt, Margin Of Error, Mad Pooka and 
‘The Black Dahlias. (TM) I think copies are available from all the bands involved but copies can be obtained 
from Gary by emailing sloangary@msn.com 


WA PUNKORAMA 10 cd (Epitaph Records} 

Epitaph ~the orchard from my youth from which I picked my punk rock records from. With the Punkorama, 
complications the cheap and easy way to navigate your way through it’s extensive roster. 26 songs this time 
to listen or fast forward through and with the added bonus of a 24 track DVD this time... how times have 
changed from the Punkorama Voll which I got on tape and had 16 tracks with each band similar in style 
and sound, Nowadays you get the punk ( Bad Religion , Rancid, Pennywise) rubbing shoulders with hip-hop 
(DangerDoom, The Coup, Sage Francis) and mathcore (Converge, Some Girls) and stopping off at emo and 
indie along the way( Youth Group, This is me smiling, Moneybrother ). A strong and value packed 
compilation this is in my view only let down when it veers into the dire emo and indie territory. (DS) 
Epitaph Europe, PO Box 10574, 1001 EN Amsterdam. www.epitaph.com 


W/A EASTFAM RESISTANCE TOUR COMPILATION 2004 (Side One Oummy) 

Dunno how many of the 26 bands present on this compilation actually played the Eastpak Resistance Tour. 
Only about 6 or 7 of them played the European legs anyway. If you re not familiar with said tour, its generally 
for the hardcore fans amongst us although as of late they've let some punk rock creep in. The better and more 
well known bands that appear are 7 Seconds, Slapshot, Sick Of It All, Knuckledust, Ignite, Agnostic Front 
and Kill Your Idols. Theres a bit of metalcore on show from the likes of Born From Pain, Unearth and 
Maroon while a couple of Eurocore bands such as Discipline, Backfire and Length of Time also feature. One 
for the hardcore kids really, (TM) www. sideonedummy.com 


‘V/A WELCOME TO HELL cd (Protest) 

This compilation ed is a benefit for Food Not Bombs, Ireland who area very worthy cause indeed and your 
support would be very much appreciated. With a whopping 32 bands contributing a song a piece you're 
bound to find something of interest to you. Irish bands that feature are: Bincharge, Cold War, Scientific Bong, 
The Dada, Fuktifino, The Poke, Easpa Measa, Stress and Knifed, Among the rest, international bands such 
as Damage Deposit, Broken, Deadly Pale, Debris, DanDare and Murder Disco X stand out the most. The 
artwork is coo! too, Like I said a worthy cause so show your support. (TM) hitp:’ protestzine.cjb.net ot 
protestzine@yahoo.com 


W/A CONTAMINATED Vol. 7c (Relapse) 

Volume 7 in the hugely successful series for the most successful label in metal, hardcore, grind etc., 
recordings today. Selling for 2 or euro, its decent value in that you get 19 tracks. However like me you'll 
probably know the songs if you'rea fan of the label and probably don't want to know the other stuff. I guess 
that’s the way with all samplers. Brilliant for anyone who isn’t familiar with the label but likes the genres 
listed above - (fuck itif you like the genres listed you should be familiar with the label and its band 
already!!!) (TM) www.relapse.com 


WA ROCKAGAINST BUSH Vol. 1[FatWreck Chords} 

Fat Mike gets a compilation together to tell the kids how much of baddie “President” Bush is. The booklet 
having 20 reasons to hate Bush printed inside. In turn for their few bob the kids get a pile of bands from Fat 
Wreck label and a few others, The surprises come in the form of the inclusion of Ministry and Jello Biafra 
with D.O.A. Who are they? Says the kids. They also get a dvd containing music videos by Strike Anywhere, 
Anti Flag, Bad Religion and NOFX, short trailers of documentaries on Enron, The Iraq War, and The 2000 
Presidential Election and some stand up comedy. (TM) www.fatwreck.com 


W/A ROCKAGAINST BUSH Vol. ? [FatWreck Chords} 

28 tracks on this one the follow up to “Rock Against Bush Vol 1” and again the majority of tracks come 
mainly from the Fat Wreck roster with some help from Epitaph. At least some of the tracks are previously 
unreleased and some are rare recordings. The surprises this time are inclusions from Jawbreaker, Sleater 
Kinney and the Foo Fighters covering Angry Samoans “Gas Chamber”. The accompanying dvd tracks sees 
videos from Alkaline Trio, Bad Religion, Flogging Molly, NOFX and Thought Riot aired alongside a series 
of comedy from Will Ferrell, Patton Oswatt and Greg Proops, The booklet has 20 more reasons to hate Bush 
Theres a couple of reasons to hate Fat Mike as well and they come in the manner of the truly awful 
Yellowcard, Autopilot Off, Sugarcult, Donots, Mad Caddies, and Useless ID! (TM) www. fatwreck.com 


WA NEUHOT RECORDINGS I (Meurot Recordings) 

What a tremendous cd/dvd package to pick up at such a cheap price. The audio cd sees Neurosis get the ball 
rolling with the superb “Burn” from the current and utterly fantastic “The Eye of Every Storm” long player. 
The deadly rockin Oxbow follow with the previously unreleased jam “Times Up, Sailor Man”, while follows 
a couple of more atmospheric tracks from the soothing sounds of Grails and Enablers, Sabers deliver off 
kilter thythms, creating and uneasy and creepy atmosphere before the Lotus Eaters (Aaron Turner, Stephen 
O'Malley and James Plotkin supergroup) lay the listener back with an atmospheric soundscape. Neurosis* 
Steve Von Tills atrives with a terrific solo track “Breathe” from the “IfI Should Fall To The Field" record 
before Justin Broadricks remix of Isis’ “Celestial (Signal Fills The Void), Zeni Geva's rock and the spaced 
out drone of Culper Ring swing by before Tarantula Hawk, Blood & Time and the Neurosis & Jarboe 
collaboration end the audio experience with “His Last Words". The Dvd effort opens with “Stones From The 
Sky” by Neurosis, Tribes of Neurot and VHK (Galloping Coroners) feature twice, while Bee & Flower, 
Tarentel and Oxbow also appear with various video contributions, And ifall that wasn't enough theres also a 
bunch ofaudio dvd tracks from the Neurot roster including KK Null, House of Low Culutre, Vitriol, Physics, 
Amber Asylum and Scott Kelly. With over 3 hours of material between the ed and dvd this is an absolute 
must even if you've only a passing interest in the bands appearing. (TM) www.neurotrecordings.com 


V/A ATTICUS - DRAGGING THELAKE3 (Side One Dummy! 

Nothing majorly of interest to me on this compilation bar Jonah Matranga’s (ex-Far) new band Gratitude who 
aren't half bad. After that its neatly 20 something songs by bands [ have no interest in and never will (TM) 
www. sideonedummy.com 


W/A OUT ON ALIMB COMPILATION #1 cd (OOAL) 

The Limerick/Cork axis of all things rawk! scramble together a 5 band label sampler which could be found 
knocking around at gigs on the labels tour of Ireland last year, If you were lucky enough to have picked it up 
you know you're treated to a song apiece from the labels current roster So that’s a demo version of 
Giveamanakicks “Horses For Courses”, a remix of Rests “To Learn”, 7 10s “Purple Pot" recorded live in 
Belfast, “The Old Days" demo from Windings (Steveamanakicks solo venture) and the fantastic “Message 
Received" by Waiting Room. The question is... were you lucky enough to have got one? (TM) 

www oufonalimbrecords.com 


WA UNSOUND cd (Epitaph) 

Unsound is the new name for the Punk-O-Rama series. Other than that its pretty much the same thing: one cd 
full of bands linked to Epitaph Records and its sister labels and a dvd of music videos Dangerdoom is on 
here, As is Some Girls and Converge, Most of the songs come from the bands albums, Decent priced comp 
for the kids too pick up now and then but the featured bands are always the same core ones which is a small 
bit lame arse, (TM) weew.epitaph com 


/A DIRTY HALF OOZEN (Millipeed Records} 
6 bands fom The South Coast of England (or Southampton to be mote precise) all showcasing their 
respective wares for the unsuspeci 9g public. Pilger kicks things off with their modern take on the Minor 
‘Threat blueprint, the sound/recording on their songs being much better than their previous outing “Silence” 


Good hardcore band with a lot to say. Check em out. The brilliantly named Humans The Size Of 
Microphones are up next, peddling an early Neurosis meets Tragedy racket over their brief 2 song 
contribution. Circus Act offer a more rockier proposition and mix in some screamo tendencies to keep things 
interesting. They know how to structure a song and rely heavily on precision playing which is no bad thing. 
‘Their song: “The Shape Of Drunks To Come” brought a smile to my face. Good stuff. Disoma are some sort 
of grind meets post rock hybrid, and have some similar elements to Circus Act. Their first 2 songs are good 
but the latter 2 are extremely boring. Intent follows next. I think these boys may have sent me their cd before. 
I definitely reviewed an Intent from the UK before but cant be certain if they’re one and the same band, Old 
school posicore with a touch of skatecore is the order of the day from this mob. The live recording of 
“Impossible Decision” is raw and it lets them down as it sounds like one of their better songs. The 6 way split 
cd is brought to a close by the imaginatively monikered You're Smiling Now But We'll All Turn Into 
Demons who play one very long but fuckin awesome stdner rock opus. Definitely gotta check out that band 
and see if they've got some more recordings. A photocopied sheet accompanies the ed with all the bands 
contact info and lyrics on which is crucial for releases like this. Decent compilation with a good mix of styles 
and worth picking up if you come across it. (TM) Milliepeed Records, 3 Cedar Gardens, Portswood, 
Southhampton, SO14 61G, UK.. www.millicpeedrecords.co.uk 


W/A WARPED TOUR 05 [Side One Dummy} 

‘A whopping 50 tracks aver 2 cds at a low price apparently. Not bad for say some kids getting into the music 
or for someone just keen on something different. However for anyone interested in the music you'll a) either 
have the albums most of the songs are taken from, b) not care much for the bands on the compilation or c) 
keep your punk rock elite by saying that you hate all the bands on here and how the vans warped tour is a 
piece of shit, The choice of course is yours. Personally { would fall under selection a). Dropkick Murphys, 
The Offspring, Hot Water Music, No Use For A Name, Pennywise, Floggin Molly, Strike Anywhere, 
Millencolin and Strung Out among the more established acts that feature. Theyre also the better bands that 
feature. Elsewhere theres a load of stuff from various US emo, metal and pop punk bands which didn’t add up 
to much in my view. Possibly the worst Vans Tout line-up I've ever seen. (TM) www.sideonedummy.com 


W/A NEWEST INDUSTRY: A COMPILATION 2002-2004 (Newest Industry] 

Newest Industry is fast becoming the best label in the UK. With so many quality bands on its roster its hard 
toi think of another label so diverse and brillioant. Head honcho Monk Dave sure has his finger on the button 
when it comes to recognising talent. This compilation draws together a whole host of songs the label released 
on various formats through 2002 to 2004, as the name suggests! Before I tell you who features, let me just tell 
you that one of my favourite songs of the last 10 issues of doing this zine is included. That song being The 
Enablers “Tomorrow” which is sheer genius! Elsewhere No Choice, Annalise, The Phoenix Foundation, 
NRA, Four Letter Word, I Excuse, Bedford Falls, Shonben, (the amazing) Black Cougar Shock Unit, Cant 
Say, Fifth Hour Hero, Panthro UK United 13, The Paperbacks and Sedaced all chip in to contribute to the 
greatness, If you didn't have it, ! hope you bought it from Monk Dave on the recent Black Cougar Shock Unit 
tour, if you didn't buy it then go out of your way and track it down. You'll thank me. (TM) Unit 100, 61 
Wellfield Road, Cardiff, CF24 3DG,UK. www.thenewestindustry.com 


WA OUTTAKES 2005 (G0 Kart} 

Looking at the line up for this compilation cd released by Go Kart Records Europe it suddenly dawned on me 
that Go Kart must have the most poorly monikered bands around. Ten Foot Pole, Guff, Randys Ripcord, The 
Go Faster Nuns, Nervous Nellie, Duesenjaeger, Jupiter Jones and Pseudo Heroes. Thankfully though the 
music the various bands play is much better with the Randys Ripcord and The Go Faster Nuns songs being 
the surprise packages, | Farm and Two Man Advantage are bands I’m familiar with and they deliver quality 
screamo and punk rawk respectively. Oh and the GBH song ain't bad either. Better than I expected. (TM) 
www. gokartrecords.de 


WA HEARTATTACK cd (2urning Heard 

Two cd compilation from Swedish based Burning Heart label. The first cd basically runs through their roster, 
introducing a song each from the bands on it. One of their finest exports The International Noise Conspiracy 
kick things off with The Rolling Stones esque “Black Mask”. Them comes contributions from the likes of 
C.aarme, Promoe, Nine, The Weakerthans, Raised Fist, Refused, Division of Laura Lee, Puffball, Voice Of 
A Generation, Give Up The Ghost, Randy, The Peepshows, Bombshell Rocks, The Lost Patrol, The Hives, 
Millencolin, The Buisness and more. Something chilling is the Turbonegro track which comes one track 
ahead of Nasum. They do the song “Drenched In Blood (D.1.B)", which starts with a spoken word part were 
the word “tsunami” is mentioned. Of course Nasum vocalist Mieszko Talarczyk lost his life in the Tsunami 
Disaster on December 26" 2004, having been on holidays in Thailand, celebrating his 30th birthday with his 


gitlftiend. Obviosuly the compilation had been out before that but its spine tingling all the same. The second 
cd is more interesting as it offers up some interesting covers and collaborations between various bands, The 
covers see Division of Laura Lee do Minor Threats “I Don't Wanna Hear It", Turbonegro do Iggy Pops 
“Repo Man” and Nasum destroy on a cover af Refuseds “The Real” Them come the collaborations 
C.aarme joined by Entomed and At The Gates members, Nine with Entombed and The Haunted members 
covering 8.0 D's “United Forces” and Randy with Fat Mike, Interesting cd all the same. (TM) 
www.burningheart.com 


Being nice for once, I decided to give this more time than it actually deserved. More fool me. If you've read a 
favourable review of this anywhere (maybe in Smash Hits?) drop me a line and its yours for free if | haven't 
used it as a place mat for a hot mug of coffee by then. (TM) www.sorepointrecords.com 


W/A RED BRIDGE cd (Risc Records) 

Seeing as theres a lot of experimentation on this record I hope you'll pardon me while [ experiment with the 
typical record review format. So here goes. 

1, Betamax Format kick things off — and who better eh?- mini korg, guitar and drums. Are they The Fucking 
‘Champs of electronica? 

2. Northstation. Strings and beats musings from the one man show of Steve Fanagan. 

3, Thread Pulls. Throbbing bass, scattered guitar noises and feedback, steady drum beat - Its Big Black / 
Shellac lite and Sonic Youth. 

4, Bird On A Wire and Dave Nuremburg certainly tested my punk rock patience. 

5, Agitated Radio Pilot. Amazing use of an accordion. 

6. Amoebazoid. Reminded me of Orbital and is a beauty 

7. Lakker “The Bells” is like The Angelus, overflowing with church bells ~ sample of Christchurch Cathedral 
I think 

8, Maersk. Head off in a post rock direction 

9. Miriam Ingram, Sweet vocals desecrated by noise before re emerging unscathed A post rock vibe 

10, The Last Sound. Bleepy bleep robots brain number crunching, 

11. Fancy Goods. Brings the oddness. 

12, E+S=B, (Electronic Sensoria Band). Great track. Must, [ repeat, must check more of these guys stuff out 
13, Tremors, Sounds from the deep sea. 

14, Herv, Nintendo commando, Hes great at the bleepiddy bleep 

15. Medea. Almost straightforward band vocals and instruments most regular sounding track on cd. 

16, Rollers/Sparkers. Dips into the world of bizarre. Experimental is an understatement 

17. Piratio, Mammoth 10 minutes plus of static. 

There goes. While a lot of the tracks would fall under the “compositions” or “arrangements” banner rather 
than be generally called a song, this is something different and a must buy. In fact [ must start checking some 
of this stuff out live as well to see how they do it and what they do (TM) www. riscreconds.com 


WA BALLS OF IRON STUDIOS — LIMERICK ROCK N ROLL COMPILATION (sell released) 

Alright so this has been out for a while but I only got handed it between now and the previous issue of the 
zine so in it goes, Balls of Iron Studio, to those not in the know is Mark O'Connor, total hippie, one time 
AMC member, one time Tooth bassist (I wont mention the embarrassing bands he played in! @) and 
countless other tags I'l spare placing on him here in public So Mark has this mobile recording unit (I think) 
and he records bands out in Annacotty, near the University of Limerick. He can also do house calls. Or call to 
you practice space. Or kitchen if needs be. Bands that appear are We Should Be Dead, The Riffs, Niall Quinn 


MUSIC & DVD REVIEWS>>>>>>>> 
and The Pennywhores, Funbobby, Kader Fire, Mark O'Connor, Mr Cresote, Roper, ih Givearnanakick 
and The Kyboshi, Some of the bands I dug, others I couldn't stand like the Riffs for instance who sound like 
an overly irritating mix of The Frames and Nickelback, Yuck! So anyway the compilation! guess serves two 
purposes, 1) To showcase what (if any some might say!) musicaltalent lies in Limerick and b) to showcase 
Marks abilities in the whole recording of music world. Furthermore to the audio tracks , if you stick the cd 
into you computer you'll find a whole heap of extra files from Cavity Search word docs to internet pages to 
photos to videos. The intemet pages entertained me the most and brought a smile or two to my face reading 
‘message board posts from the likes of PGroves, Caped Crusader, Rimbaud and Righteous Harmony. It's the 
‘only cd compiling Limerick bands of the last few years, so if you're wondering what sortof shit ishwas 
happening there check it out. One to store away to revoke memories in years to come. (TM) 
ballsofiron@yahoo.ée or hitp:/mocstudios.tripod.com 


WAGIVE TM THE BOOTIW cd (Helical! 

‘What planet have you been on if you don't know what these compilations do? Punk, reggae, ska etc., aheap 
‘of songs by a heap of bands all fora cheap cheap price. I think they're great, that's why I've got all four in the 
series so far. (TM) www. hell-cat.comt 


‘WATAKE ACTION VOLUME 4 2xcd (Sub City) 

Take Action Volume 4 is a benefit ed to support and raise funds for The National Hopeline Network ~a 
suicide preventionand crisis hotline network inthe US, Over 2 cds we're treated to all sorts of metal, 
hardcore, emo and melodic punk rock from NOFX to Dillinger Escape Plain, Against Me! to Mastodonand 
Terrorto Coheed and Cambria, Some new bands to me, which caught my ear included The Kicks, The Break 
and Murder By Death. Good cause and nota bad cd to boot. (TM) www. subcity.net 


‘W/ATONY HAWKS AMERICAN WASTELAND SOUNDTRACK cd (Wagrand 

“The soundtrack to the video game of the same name, Tony Hawks American Wasteland sees the bio tell us 
that Tonyhimself yeah himself, our pal Tony, sat down one diy and wentthrough his music collection and 
hand picked all these bands. He did you know. Honest to fuck boss. You picking up the sarcasm yet?.. so 
whether he did or ddint itturs out our Tony liked some legendary bands and some equally legendary songs 
‘Where this falls down however is the bands that are picked to cover these legendary songs. I really haven't 
time to be spent on Senses Fail, Taking Back Sunday, Emanuel, My Chemical Romance even if they're doing, 
songs by such legendary bands as Suicidal Tendencies, Misfits, Minor Threat, Fear, Buzzcocks and Gorilla 
Biscuits. [doubt you have the time to waste either. What would tave been great would have been if the 
original bands and songs were on the soundtrack. But [ guess it wouldn't ellenough units then. Do [ sound 
pissed of Well they should have sent me the fuckin game to ply as well. The cover artwork mimics the The 
Chsh’s London Calling album cover. Almost all the kids that buy this wont know that, (TM) 

www vagrant t.uk. com 


W/ATHE BOSS TUMEAGE INSTANT SINGLES COLLECTION VOL 2 cd {Hoss Tuneagel 

Althe price ofa 7 inch this cd is supetb value if you're keen on anything that rears its head in the emo rock or 
melodic pop punk spectrum. Bands that play a part: Rope (Annalise/Broccoliapproach with those “Brit” 
vocals), Baby Littl Tablets (Japan, street punk attitude mixed with melodic punk rock), Inerface (Belgium, 
melodic. punk rock with an American AOR style vocalist, the cover “Hanging OnThe Telephone” by Blondie 
(awn! — how many more versions do we need to hear?), Skeeter (US emotional pop punk peddlers, “Renew 
You" has a Foo Fighters in their calmer moments feel), Beauty School Dropout (Scotland but wheres the Rab 
‘CNesbitt accents?) and In Harms Way (Canadian Jimmy Eat World). As [ said on paper it looks like superb 
‘value if you"re into this genre in a big way but for someone witha passing interest, like me, it kinda all blends 
together afler a while I'm afraid, (TM) Boss Tuneage, Po Bor 74, Sandy, Bed, SGI9 2B, UK. 

www. bossturseage.com 


‘WASTED “Here We Go Again’ cd (Boss Tuneagel 

Took me a while to get into this , its a compilation of their 7"s and tracks on compilations spanning 9810 01, 
sotheres anumber of different sounds going on here ,it fluctuates between pretty tunefial sing-a-long, punk 
.some of which reminds mea wee bit of Oxymoron, to much faster hardcore withrelentless guitars and 
vocals. Allin all it's a good listen once ya get into it, One Way System-ish insome places the stand out tracks 
would be the title track as wellas “Bad Ones” and “Kick In The Head”, Would like to hear one of their 
albums which presumably would have a bit more consistency to it. (M) Boss Tuncage, Po Bor 7-4, Sandy, 
Bed, SG.192WB, UK. www.bosstuneage.com 


WINDINGS Windings” cel (Out On Alimb) 

‘Windings is the solo project of Steve Ryan, one halfof Limerick sonic terrorists Giveamanakick. The stalll is 
‘set out from song one, Steve exploring the quicter side of music and illustrating the outcome that’s possible 
by using, a little electronics and effects pedals. If you've heard the “Fireworks” demo he had knocking around 
then you'll know what I’m getting at and those songs feature here, inamongst some brand spanking newer 
tunes, As a whole the approach is very gentle, lush melodies, sof vocals and acoustic guitars coming to the 
fore albeit for some melodic rock action on“... Is To Succeed” and “Princess” - the loudest songs on the 
album by far. | guess Windings is a kind of playground for Ryanand he tisesadmirably to the challenge 
pouring forth a wealth of ideas and potential musical routes he could take Windings in. I'd be looking in the 
direction of “God Knows”, “...Is To Succeed” , “Cathedrals” and “You There” as my personal favourites on 
the record, Steve seems to have the musical equivalent of a Midas touch in that everything he touches turns to 
gold, The boy has done good yet again. (TM) www,outonalimbrecords.com 


WINNEBAGO DEAL Dead Gone" cd (Wouble Dragon Muisc) 
‘The only other band I think are from Oxford are Radiohead, Winnebago Deal would kick those whiny 
maggots arses in tow seconds flat. A two piece rock onslaught thit’s so raw and primal its rather scary 
Marshall stacks and heavy miked drums, channelling the fury, almost making the band sound like theres five 
fold the members, The two Bens, Perrier — vocals and guitar— and Thomas —drums, literally destroy their 
instruments inthe creation of every song. And if all that wasn’t enough, up they jumped and headed for 
Seattle where the legendary Jack Endino (Nirvana, Tad, Mudhoney) handled the production duties-4ive—-—~~ 
they whip up one hell of a noisy old racket ~which had me scratching my head,as to how s two piececan 
achieve thit. Apparently they got into a ruck with some members of Good Charlotte sa wegotta give th 
backing for that alone. (TM) www.doubledragonmusic.com 


WOLVES INTHETHRONEROOM demo 


{like Black Metal I realise this will bea massive problem for muny of you, who are stupid and/or ill 


worse yet right wing/nazi sympathy, I also really like hardcore, another genre full of stereotypes based ory 
ridiculous dress codes and disturbingly militant politics, Generally speaking though, [liketo keep the 
separate, so this new wave of "black metal for punks" generally leaves me cold. I'm not sure if WITTR © 
qualify as part of this latest, most ill advised of cross breeds ([ mean c'mon, would you take a political crust 
band made up of Satanic Black Metal folks seriously? Didn't thirk so), but ifthey do, they pull it off better 
than anyone. This is quite simply top quality hypnotic black metal played by folks who may or may not have 
some sort of hardcore past, though youd never know it, The icy atmospherics, razor sharp guitars (there's no 
bass on this), and crucially, the otherworldly atmosphere this type of metal needs are present in abundance, 
and the bizarre lyrics ("Black Tea" anyone??) help give them an identity all of their own. Part of auniquely 
American Black metal (see also THRALLDOM, LEVIATHAN, DRAUGAR) that takes the Scandinavian 
otigins and warps them into a more bizarre form. The band that finally bridge the meta/punk scene division 
though? Never gonna happen, However, if you can suspend your ridiculous jyeconceptions about this type of 
music, or you sillthink Ludicra are musical innovators, you will need to keep anteye out for anything olds 
can get your hands on by this band, (JG) wolvesintihethroneroom@hotmatl.cim { 


WHECK OF THEHESPERUS “Terminal Dirge” democdr 

‘Wreck of the Hesperus (cool name!) area new three piece to thelrish metal scene, some of whom played in 
the short lived The State Pathologist Dr John Harbison. While there are similarities with the previous band, 
WOTH go for more ofa doom angle. In fact I heard some Unearthly Trance recently and this certainly a 
million miles away from that albeit a lot lot slower, The songs, for the most part, are long: “Inheritance” and 


productiongpes, the visu: 
“shows. 9 views/ aigles of the'sarie action is pretty neat, All thé added extras are a bonus especially the 


~——PITCHSHIFTER “P.SLemtology” dvd (PS! 

Informed enough to equatethe whole genre with pantomime mate up, superficial "satanic" imagery and yy I 1emempber, silent friends dei 
peFiddlerjon 

= Ewas abi 


“Doomed Ones” both clock in around the 8 minute mark while closer “Prolix” is a monsterous 13 minutes 
Jong, The vocals sound great, combining black metal screeching with death metal growls very well indeed. 
The lyrics which are suitably bleak are actually quite well put together. Wreck of the Hesperus have reached a 
far higher standard with this first release than The State Pathologist Dr John Harbison did with theres which is 
encouraging, (TM) www.wreckofthehesperus.com 


WRECK OFTHE HESPERUS “tulagy For The Sewer Owellers” cd 

Over two minutes of creepy mood setting soundbite pass before Wreck Of The Hesperus kick in with all 13 
minutes plus of “The Dull Fog of Eternity” - with its roaring riff and pounding bass/drum attack. Five minutes 
later and the same thing is still being banged out. Welcome to doomat its finest worst depending on your 
musical tastes. To be honest I’m not a fan of doom per se, but theres something about the snail slow music 
and evil screaming vocal on this that has me intrigued. Its good and heavy and all which always helps. The 
remaining two tracks; “Electric Arrows” and “Blood On The Snare”, is more of the same, the latter using 
more vocals, with both sticking to the formula used in the opening track but getting the business done ina 
shorter time frame, The soundbite at the end shows despite all the doom and gloom of the music the band 
themselves have a sense of humour, Wreck Of The Hesperus are undoubtedly good musicians that's why I'd 
like to seethem bea bit more experimental and expand their sound next time out. (TM) 

www.wreckofihe hesperus.com 


YAKUIA “One Nation Under Awed” cd (Nova Records) 

This album has been a fuckin nightmare to review, Not sure why actually but tough fuckin work all the same 
Such tough work that [ contemplated assigning the review to a couple of tough nut residents of Southill here 
in Limerick until the drink wore offand I realised a Northern {reland band pummelling the kind of sound / 
noise found ona Sonic Youth, Joy Division, Gang of Four record is the kind of music / noise that could finish 
your band for good should you live (and rehearse) in Southill. Had Yakuza delivered some sweet UB40 
sounds instead of their noisey discordant rock then indeed Father Joe would surely have booked them into the 
Olympic Arms headline slot with The Southill Brass Band supporting, Let me tell ya... reviews shouldn't, in 
general, be written when the reviewer is half steamed following a night down the local but honest to fuck I've 
been staring at that Yakuzu cd for along time and nothing was coming to mind on how I could review it. Ah 
well, To get back on track; recorded in Dublin by Seattle based producer David Dubh Black (whos worked 
with Mudhoney, Nebula, Therapy?, Comershop to name a few), the Coalisland, Co Tyrone natives have 
started brightly More of the alternating between clean riffs and fuzzed up riffs next time please, (TM) Nova 
Records, 14 Lisbum Avenue, Belfast BT9 7FX, Northem Ireland. www.screamyakuza.co.uk 


VELLOWCARO ‘Where We Stand’cd (Kung Ful 

Yellowcard. Hmmm. Nearly puked when I found this in the envelope. Choking back the sick I managed to 
put it into the PC at work and give it a spin. What? This is Yellowcard? Not half as emo as [ thought. Wrong 
cd pethaps? Lets see...oh no..wait... theres the answer... it’s a re-issue of their early recordings, Now that 
makes sense, Pre cash in time. Different singer, More aggressive. More punk rock. Less emo. Less tearful 
Less make up and haircuts. The violins aren't bad mind you, Hey this record aint bad, | wonder how fans of 
their current sound will like it? Do [ really wonder that? No. Wheres that Saul Williams cd gone? (TM) Kung 
Fu records Europe, Martinus Nijhofflaan 2, 2624 Es Delft, the Netherlands, www. kungfurecords.com 


YOUTH GROUP Skeleton far’ cd (Antid 

Christ 1° m still wondering why I got sent this for review and how come I get sent none of the half decent hip 
hop that surfaces on the Anti label? Sub standard indie. Some of this sounds like Something Happens. 
Terrible. Youth Group cd meet sledgehammer! (TM) www.epitaph.com 


YOU WILL DIE “Grind ar Die"demo cdr 

Rargh! Grind! Rargh! Grind! Bang! Grind! Bang! Grind! “Song” over. And hell after 2 mins 42 seconds the 
whole demo is over and that’s aRer 5 different “songs”! “Raw and brutal grind/noise from Galway” exclaims 
the cover and it does exactly what it says on the tin, (TM) galwaygrind@yahoo.ie 


ON THE ROAD WITH THEDROPKICK MURPHYS dud (Hellcal 

What withalll the 7 inches and cds the Dropkicks have released to date its surprising they don't have 4 or 5 
dvds out by now. But what they've done here is actually quite punk rawk of them. Instead of possibly making 
this 3 separate dvds and charging the same price (maybe €20 or so) for each individual dvd, they've crammed 
around 3 hours worth of footage onto one single disc. A heaven sent for fans of the band. Whe you slide the 
dvd in up pops the main menu with the folowing almost self explanatory titles : Live On St Patricks Day, 65 
Days of Hell (a documentary from the Warped Tour), Behind The Scenes, Black and Gold, Music Videos and 
Labor Day Documentary. The Live On St Patricks Day set (ftom the Avalon Ballroom in Boston) sees some 
oftheir classics rare their heads namely “Boys On The Docks”, “Road of the Righteous”, “Barroom Hero” 
and “Skinhead on The MBTA" It also sees Irish dancers and bagpipers, an abundance of Irish Gaa and rugby 
shirts and some guy comes onstage to ask his girlfriend to marry him! As far as musical documentaries go 
theres parts of this you should enjoy even if you're not thei biggest fan, (TM) www.hell-cat.com 


SOCIAL DISTORTION “Live InDrange County" dud (Timebomb) 

Sun Jan 19" 2003, One of the greatest punk rock bands ever prepare to take the stage at the House of Blues, 
California, Theres an array of cameras on them to record the whole event. A backing tape airs. It’s a 1950s 
choir singing “Somewhere Over The Rainbow" and it signals Social Distortions arrival onstage. Mike Ness 
strides forward and gestures to the gathered fans, They respond whole heartedly. The whole show kicks off. 
The cameras try to keep upand capture the brilliance of what is unfolding before them. They try hard and 
almost succeed, In fact they would have succeeded had I not witnessed the whole Social Distortion show live 
myself in London before writing this review. The missing ingredient is something the cameras couldn't 
possible transfer. Actually being there. But they come close. And if you haven't experience SD live then 
you'll have to check this out. It'll make you want to be there. Revelling in the sounds of “Sick Boy”, “Bad 
Luck”, “Don’t Drag Me Down", “The Creeps” and the momentous “Mommy's Little Monster”. Cheering 
along af Ness dedicates" Wasn't-Born-To Follow".to Joe Strummer and Joey Ramone - while taking a side 
swipeat big hair rock bai Motley Crue, Bon Jovi and Guns and:Roses. You'll want it bad, Asa dvd 
ix nix of colour ind black and white works well and the Nova split screen, which 


Acoust ic version of “Bad Luck”:performed in the jacks, A must for fans, A sure conversion for non fans. Cant 
cern tite of thisdvil which is superb. (TM) www.timebombrecondings.com / www.socialdistortion. com 


cords) 
to Dublin one midweek night to see Pitchshifter play The Mean 
iient tour, They Ware awesome until some fuckhead robbed a microphone and the gig 
int pla long’ but they were in fine fettle and they were hammering the songs 
later Before L-had the chance to see them again. This time it was the Ambassador, 
Beart “PSI” albunt-if memory serves me correctly, and they were average at best. 
Unsurprisingly; not long afterwards they split up. After that I kinda lost interest in them bar reading titbits 
about them reforming then taking a break. Then coming back. Then breaking up. Then reforming. Then 
breaking up again. Thea coming back again and so on so forth. Now I hear they're back again. Lads... Will ye 
make yer fuckin minds up?!?! Anyhow, this dvd got released around the time of one of their break ups. I think 
they toured in support of it. Thert packed it in~‘That's why you'get info and music by bands they formed at the 
time like the horrendous Doheny, This is Menace, The Blueprint and Drawbacks, A live set recorded in their 
hometown of Nottingham featuring 13 songs sounds promising but ultimately falls flat on its face in both 
visual and audio senses Fans will enjoy the bonus footage ~ the making of the “PSI" album, promotional 
Videos, interviews, photos, hiddgn stuff and unheard mixes. The section I enjoyed the most was JS Clay 
explaining the thinking behind the promo-yideos fot“"Genius" and, "Shutdown", Two outstanding videos 
(TM) www psirecords.com - 


PLASTIC DONKEY 1,2 and 3 videofaruine dvdr 

Plastic Donkey is a DIY video fanzine of independent music and is based in Dublin, Drawing in bands from 
around the globe the Irish DIY music scene is heavily represented which is great to see. Layer 1( issue 1) sees 
Keith Moss playing live and interviewed in S M.1L-E Records and also features the Surangleberries, two 
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MUSIC & DVD REVIEWS>: 
Dudley Corporation music videos - the zombie one being brilliant and a few reviews. Layer 2 improves on 
Layer |, with the Plastic Grinder reviews, Steerage and The Last Sound live, the former having a camera 
positioned in an alcove behind the drummer while the latter having some cool camera tricks, Kill Me 
‘Tomorrow and Young People, (Retards), top 6 lists and music videos for Les Savy Fay, Kill Me Tomorrow, 
Herv, Hawney Troof and Scream Club. Layer 3 is the best of the three, seeing as it has live footage of Irish 
DIY bands I really like, The Killing Spree, Kader Fire and Betamax Format. The Cinema Eye ~ music 
accompanied by a distorted video of a jaunt around Dublin, Anna Oxygen — the bands info comes up on 
screen as their music plays, and reviews where animation of dolls and toys and text appears to form the 
visuals for snippet of the music reviewed. To cap it all the presentation is much better with a big Plastic 
Donkey bidge and lots of plastic spiders and cobwebs. Great stuff and well worth seeing. All issues are 
limited edition thoughso check with the Plastic Donkey boys for availability, (TM) www.plasticdonkey.com 


LEATHERFACE “Boat In The Smoke" dvd (Punkervision) 

When it comes to Leatherface, I eat it whole. When I heard they had a dvd out, I acquired it from Frankie 
Stubbs himself within a week, When it arrived, my world stopped and the dvd player came into action. So 
what do you get I hear you say? Two live outings and a lengthy Stubbs interview basically, And if you're a 
fan like me, then you'll want this, London Camden Underworld (end of March 2004) and Sunderland 
2001(where Chris Wollard from Hot Water Music joins them on guitar for “Not Superstitious”) being those 
live outings. Both are great sets but the Camden Underworld show — being the most recent - sees songs from 
“Horsebox" and current album “Dog Disco” sit between classics such as “Spingtime”, “Do The Right Thing", 
“Little White God”, “Dead Industrial Atmosphere” and so forth. And that pleased me no end. It’s the songs 
with Leatherface and not the visuals so theres no grand stage production but it shouldn't stop you celebrating 
the whole3 lads off the street banging out some tunes beauty of it all. You'll also get to witness the world 
famous and much adored Stubbs Shuffle ™. The sound is decent too, the use of 5.1 Surround sound being an 
inspired choice. (TM) www. punkervision.net 


AGAINST HEI “We're Never Going Home” dvd (Fat Wreck) 

This is a pretty cool dvd. One enjoyed more after a few showings rather than the first viewing, The 
documentary, by Jake Burghart, centres around a US tour Against Me undertook with No Choice and Planes 
Mistaken For Stars, and tries hard to show you what being in Against Me is all about. Thus, a plethora of live 
shows, plenty of drink, major label interest (and thus free drink and sweeteners such as baseball tickets) and 
peoples opinions of the band ensue. Live audio tracks of songs from all three albums get aired while the video 
footage of said song fiom various venues and gigs get merged to form one visual representation. Personal 
favourites such as “Cliché Guevarra” (which kicks things off), “Rice and Bread”, “Sink, Florida, Sink”, 
“Those Anarcho Punks Are Mysterious” “Baby, I’m An Anarchist” and “We Laugh At Danger and Break All 
The Rules” are all on here. The footage certainly captures the whole Against Me! live show / party / 
celebration vibe across. Over the hour you also see some interviews, with varying degrees of humour and 
seriousness - some interesting opinions on the whole small indie versus big indie versus major label debate 
are broadcast - whichare made all the more relevant seeing the path Against Me have chosen in their career 
to date. The opening scene is gas - like a cop show ontv or something ~ it sees the band walking down the 
street, close up shots appearing as each band members name does. Good stuff. (TM) www.fatwreck.com 


WA BURNMY EVE dvd (Rimbaud Records/ Plastic Donkey} 

Dublin based independent music videozine Plastic Donkey and Limerick based Rimbaud Records tag up to 
present the Burn My Eye dvd in Europe for the first time. A collection of thirty minute episodes, Burn My 
Eye ran on San Francisco local access tv in 2002/2003 broadcasting live footage and interviews with two 
bands per show, Twelve episodes were made by the shows producer Virgil Porter and now the best of the 
series has finally made European dvd after the American release sold out in three months and has been out of 
print since. A welcome release? Sure is and a quick skip through the bands featured will see Numbers bashing 
out 3 songs at an eviction party while members of the audience try to disrobe their guitarist. The night vision 
shots coming across superbly well. The Locust live footage secs them playing their hyper speed sounds at the 
well known Bottom Of The Hill Club. They’re interviewed by Extreme Elvis who tries his hardest to provoke 
the band, Two cocks and a breast get exposed and a member of the band urinates on Extreme Elvis. Its an eye 
opener. Possibly the weirdest quite scary bunch, Crack: We Are Rock (Crack: WAR) - who seem to be people 
in gimp masks playing keyboards are interviewed hanging out in the woods. Their live action sees some 
pogoin heads getting in the cameras view. Pink & Brown follow, and they caught my eye and ear. Again 
another bunch you should be wary off should you ever cross their paths and the interview is uber unusual. 
Deerhoof step up next — their drummer has to be seen - wow. With a simple floor tom, symbol, and snare set 
up and sitting on an upturned milkcrate he baits the daylights out of his “kit” and the dude sure can play 
Elsewhere Coachwhip entertain at a house party, while the fireside chat with Extreme Elvis shows his up for 
the twisted motherfucker he is —a 20+ stone Elvis impersonator who likes to get his knob out and gobble 
some semen from used condoms between songs. Does he really piss on the US flag in one scene? As far as 
extras go, The Plot to Blow Up The Eiffel Tower play a tune or two live, theres a hilarious promo video for 
Zeigenboch Kopf anda toy soldiers and dolphins heavy video from The Mae-Shi Clocking in at almost 2 
hours of footage, be it interviews and live stuff, The Locust and The Plot to Blow Up The Eiffel Tower aside I 
knew nothing of the bands featured but it sure as hell didn’t distract from my enjoyment of this dvd. Great if 
not totally bizarre stuff. Costs 9 euro in Ireland, 10 euro Europe and 12 euro worldwide and is a must for DIY 
music fans, (TM) www. plasticdonkey.com / www.rimbaudrecords.com 


TSUNAMIBOMB “Live At The Glasshouse” dvd (Kung Ful 

Another instalment of the The Show Must Go Off series and yet again it’s a band [ don’t listen to. So like 
Guttermouth, Pistol Grip and others before them Tsunami Bomb ~ a band [ saw supporting The Vandals a 
few years back and didn’t think much of — have to try and convince me to like them on dvd. Some chance. 
Really, this is for fans only, like the crowd here at the Glasshouse in Pomona, California, who seem to be 
really enjoying themselves and even know all the words, The production is good, 9 digital Panasonic 24P 
cameras are used so theres a variety of angles should you get bored of the head on vision, Bonus features 
come in the shape of some commentary, “Dawn of a Funeral Day" video clip and Tsunami TV ~ which is 
clips of the band goofing around in their tour van and more live action. Still, do I really have time to watch a 
bunch of geeks take maximum enjoyment from cutting the head of a Rockin Elmo stuffed toy? (TM) 
www. kungfurecords.com 


DARKESTHOUR “PartyScars and Prison Bars -A Thrashography” dvd (Victory) 

Now heres how to put a dvd together. Forget shit like the band commentating on their own gig and such shit 
get some quality liveaction and spread it around some stupendous anecdotes from the band themselves on the 
bands history and touring tales. Highlights include one of the guitarists interviewed in a bubble bath wearing a 
shower cap and footage of DH’s first band while they were still in High School. Best of all though is the story 
of when Darkest Hour played a bar owned by Dillinger 4, The story goes that the bar policy was a free bar for 
touring bands and apparently DH abused this policy and got absolutely shit faced and had to be thrown out 
one by one as the night progressed. DH got so pissed Dillinger 4 immediately change their policy from the 
free bar to a “a few fiee drinks” for touring bands! Theres a slight American geeks ina van on tour feel in 
parts but nowhere near as bad as other stuff I've seen ~ are you reading Tsunami Bomb? Seriously though, 
this is put together quite brilliantly and even non fans would enjoy this immensely, (TM) 

www. vicloryrecords.com 


ESTEL “Little Plastic Video — Project Vol 1” dvd (Littte Plastic Tapes/Square Eyes Pictures) 

Through their music, look and artwork, Estel has been one band on the Irish DIY music scene constantly 
using various forms of media to express their ideas and sound, So it comes as no surprise to see them now 
tackle the dvd format, although albeit through a limited run of 70 copies. To me, it resembles the Estel 
scrapbook they can pull out to impress the grandchildren in years to come It draws together their photos, 
artwork, flyers and obviously their music, The music comes in the form of some videos, namely “Boudiour 
Fingers"( live footage blended with pe generated spirally graphics), “Little Mucus Monsters” (a live cut) and 
“Septic Rabbits In The Bunker” (grainy live shoot mixed with video footage) and two live sets - the most 
recent album launch gig and alive show from 2004, The Estel interview is interesting and guitarist Tommys 
Q&A session which descends into a load of light hearted slaggin between various band members is good fun. 
If you'rea fan of the band you'll need to get this, (TM) Little Plastic Tapes, 64 Derry drive, Crumlin, Dublin 
12, Ireland, www.estelrocks com 


REFUSED ARE FUCKIN DEAD dvd (Burning Heart) 

How long was this dvd in the making? Longer than this zine even? Jecs that’s a long time to be eagerly 
awaiting something, but finally its arrived thank fuck. Created by Kristofer Steen, guitarist of Refused, this 
documentary style film is fresh in its approach and visual representation. I've heard people say that they’re 
disappointed with it, mainly arguing that there should have been more. Sure it’s short. But it’s direct. Theres 
no need for us to hear too much into the bands beginnings or each members backgrounds, this story is the 
story of their entire career and why and how it all ended so abruptly. In audio and visual terms its stunning, 


The classical music score by Rikard Borggard is perfect, adding a sense of anticipation and sadness to the 
mix. The story of the moment the band split up is quite dramatic... especially the images of the various band 
members when they realised that it was the end, Imagine your last show, in a basement, getting cut short by 
the police. Its hardly going out in style now is it? Fittingly it all ended with “Rather Be Dead”. The added 
extras are live versions of the songs from “The Shape of Punk to Come” and while the footage is inspiring the 
sound quality is far too up and down to completely enjoy it. You also get the promo videos for “Rather Be 
Dead" (snails and dead band members all over the place) and “New Noise” (fancy dress costumes, an upside 
down Dennis Lyxzen, a wall of maps and blinding lights) which I’ve seen before and have elsewhere on both 
dvd and video but never fail to hit the spot. The subtitles I could have done without but I guess the band chose 
to speak in their native tongue and we must respect them {pr that, Incidentally, Irish lads Pete Brady and 
Ricky Adams are credited, with Adams now famous live photo of Refused during one of their Irish gigs being 
used constantly by the band themselves, (TM) www.burningheart.com 


‘STOKED: THE RISE AND FALL OF GATOR dvd (Palm Pictures) 

If you're into your bit of skateboarding then you'll know (or should know) who Gator is. If you casually 
watch a bit of the X-Games or some underground skate videos as I do then you'll have to be told that Gator is 
in fact one Mark "Gator" Rogowski, one of the 80's most celebrated professional skateboarders, now serving 
31 years to life in prison. What this feature-length documentary sets out to do, and achieves, is to detail 
skateboardings phenomenal growth in the 80s, to highlight the attention and fame that Gator craved and got 
and ultimately show how it led to his downfall and current incarceration, Gator came from the street and as 
the popularity of skateboarding rose, these kids had money waved in front of them to go professional and thus 
be endorsed by various companies. Imagine it. Young kids who absolutely love skateboarding being offered 
money to skate? Insane isn’t it and sure Gator jumped at the chance. As part of this movement into 
professional skateboarding, Gator held rank with skate legends Tony Hawk, Steve Caballero and Lance 
Mountain, It brought wealth, fame, travel and media attention and ultimately trouble. Gator got caught up in 
the snowball and became isolated from friends, moved away from people, developed a drinking problem and 
eventually loss contact with the people who cared about him. The smiling passionate skateboarding youngster 
from 1986 was a thing of the past. Confused and desperate, Gator tried to reinvent himself with a name 
change. It didn't work. He tried religious conversion, which made him all the more odd to people. He was by 
now a very unbalanced character. How unbalanced he was finally struck home when he began stalking an ex- 
girlfriend and stealing items from her. He later hooks up with a friend of hers, who thus ends up as a missing 
person. Shes found dead and Gator turns himself in to the police. The story goes that in a rage, he snapped, 
clubbed her and then proceeded to sexual assaulted her for 3 hours, As she was making too much noise, and 
he thought the neighbours would hear her he placed her into a surfboard bag before strangling her to death 
and dumping her body. Later, when tried, Gator pleaded guilty. He hadn't a leg to stand on once the forensics 
had combed the house and gathered the evidence. The judge gave him 6 years for rape and 25 to life for 
murder. Gator actually tells his story through a phone call from jail as Californian law doesn't permit on 
camera interviews with prisoners. It's a superb documentary and Helen Stickler works wonders, Its just as 
much a story about skateboarding than Gators story. Its jammed full of interviews and stories from tons of 
people who knew him, especially skaters like Tony Hawk and Jason Jessee . Theres some superb photos 
(some by Glen E Friedman) and footage of the skateboarding as well. The soundtrack is savage, featuring 
music from Black Flag, Agent Orange, Dead Kennedys, Bad Religion, The Faction, Naked Raygun, Butthole 
Surfers, The Cult, A Flock Of Seagulls and more. Well worth watching whether you're a skateboarding fan or 
not. (TM) www. stokedmovie.com 
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